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Vermont Higher Education Trust Fund  

Student Support at University of Vermont 
 

Summary: The data provided in this document is based on an average of two sample years 
that are representative of the utilization of this funding over the last decade. Additional data 
is available upon request. 

The figures below include awarding from the annual gift allotment UVM receives for the VT 
Higher Education Trust Fund, as well as the spendable income from the VT Higher 
Education Trust Fund that is invested as part of our consolidated endowment. The annual 
spendable amount from the latter is approximately $140,000. For the former, UVM awards 
the full allotment that is received annually. 

 

The data below was generated by using an average of two typical, recent, awarding 
years, thus is typical of one awarding year: 

All funds are awarded to undergraduate students, pursing their bachelors degree, who are 
attending full-time. 

Average size of student award:      $4,300 

Number of awards made:       117 

Average age of student:       20 

Breakdown of awards by enrolled UVM college/school: 

 College of Arts & Sciences      53 

 College of Agriculture & Life Sciences    9 

College of Education & Social Sciences    13 

 College of Engineering & Mathematical Sciences   11 

 College of Nursing & Health Sciences    14 
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 Rubenstein School of Environment & Natural Resources  7 

 Grossman School of Business     10 

 

Demographic Percentages 

 Women  56% 

 People of Color 12% 

 First Generation 24% 

 

All recipients are Vermont residents per UVM residency criteria. 

All counties in Vermont are represented in the hometowns of recipients. 



May 20, 2024 
 
Dear Vermont Scholarship Fund Donors, 
 
I want to express my most sincere gratitude for your generosity in supporting my education 
through this scholarship this past academic year. My name is [name removed for privacy] and I 
am a rising senior from Walden, Vermont. I am in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
(CALS) majoring in Community and International Development with a minor in Public 
Communication. 
 
This year has been huge for me in terms of my academic and personal development, and this 
scholarship has played a big role in making everything happen. With your support, this past year 
I pursued research opportunities within CALS, internships, and even was able to fulfill my 
lifelong dream of studying abroad this spring. I am a first generation low-income college student, 
and this funding has been incredibly important for myself and my family. Pursuing higher 
education has been a dream of mine and my mom and dad, and they are so proud of all that I 
have been able to accomplish with the support of generous donors such as you. 
 
Kicking off the 2023-2024 academic year last summer, I was selected to be a Simon Family 
Public Research Fellow and conducted research with my faculty mentor and academic advisor, 
[name removed for privacy]. Our research focused on flood resilience in Vermont’s Mobile 
Home Communities (MHCs). This project was funded by the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and we worked as a part of a larger project team with talented 
people from UVM’s Spatial Analysis Lab, UVM Community Development and Applied 
Economics (CDAE), and the CVOEO Mobile Home Program. The project was originally 
focused on conducting community meetings within MHCs to discuss flood risk, awareness, and 
emergency planning, but we quickly shifted gears when flooding devastated Vermont and many 
MHCs in July 2023. We switched into recovery mode, helping people on the ground navigate 
rebuilding their lives and navigating the FEMA process. This experience was life-changing and 
incredibly eye-opening, and hit close to home as I grew up in a flood-prone area myself. 
Building on to this research, I will once again be working with [name removed for privacy] this 
summer as we enter a new phase of our project collecting stories and continuing long-term 
recovery. 
 
In the Fall 2023 semester, I had the honor of continuing a spring internship opportunity at United 
Way of Northwest Vermont. Here, I worked with the Working Bridges Initiative, a program that 
partners with local employers to connect employees with vital resources to help them keep their 
jobs, improve morale and work performance, and increase quality of life. I primarily focused on 
data and communications within my internship, interpreting results from Employee Satisfaction 
surveys and creating summaries of the results to present to our employer partners to demonstrate 



the efficacy of our services. Interning with United Way was an incredible experience, as it was a 
great introduction to a professional workplace and showed me how to apply my CDAE education 
outside of the classroom.  
 
After building confidence in and outside of the classroom, I made the decision to take a life-
changing chance and study abroad in Spring 2024 at the University of Glasgow in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Studying and living abroad had always been a dream of mine, and your support made it 
a reality for me. While abroad, I had the opportunity to take advantage of Scotland’s beautiful 
nature, explore its culture, and even explore neighboring countries and have unforgettable travel 
experiences. I took primarily elective courses including Medieval European History, Scottish 
Culture, English Novels and Narratology, and Black and White Photography which was also a 
dream course I had wanted to take since before high school but never had the chance to do so. 
Creating a new life for myself in a new country allowed me to build so much confidence in 
myself, and I will be forever grateful to have had such an amazing and unique opportunity. 
 
All of the experiences I gained throughout this past year with your support have inspired me to 
take the next step in my education and pursue my Masters in Public Administration. I dream of 
working a job where I can help others, which is why I want to pursue an MPA and work in the 
nonprofit sector, ideally in the field of agriculture or human services. I was accepted into the 
Accelerated MPA program, which means I will begin taking classes for my Masters this fall and 
will graduate with my MPA in Spring 2026. 
 
This summer, I am looking forward to continuing my research with [name removed for privacy], 
while also being a TA for Online CDAE 2020: Sustainable Community Development, and 
working as a server at the Shelburne Farms Inn. While it will be a busy summer for me, I am so 
grateful to have such incredible opportunities to enrich my experience at UVM. This fall, I am 
excited to begin my Master’s classes while also wrapping up my Undergraduate requirements, 
and to begin a new work-study job with [name removed for privacy] at the UVM Center for 
Rural Studies. 
 
Once again, I would like to express my gratitude for being a recipient of this scholarship, as your 
support has significantly aided me in my dream of pursuing higher education and the wide 
variety of opportunities that accompany a UVM education if one seeks them out. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you so much. 
 
Sincerely, 
[name removed for privacy] 
 
 
 



VSAC - Higher Education Endowment Trust Fund   

The trust fund is used to award Vermont Endowment Scholarships to both new and 
returning students.  

 

Outreach nominates new recipients each year based on certain criteria (see attached for 
the most recent).  

 

The scholarship is renewable, so as long as they continue to enroll, the student can receive 
it for four years. 

 

Award information: 

• FY22 – 666 scholarships disbursed/$511,658.73 

• FY23 – 654 scholarships disbursed/$504,890.82 

• FY24 – No funds received from state so no awards made (we awarded VSAC Special 
Circumstance Scholarships to the students who would have received the renewal 
scholarships had funds been available) 

• FY25 – 349 scholarships disbursed/$287,780.77 

• FY26 – 623 scholarships awarded/$618,251 awarded 

 

 



To: Mike Pieciak, Treasurer, State of Vermont  

From: Ryan Dulude, Director of Financial Aid, Community College of Vermont, on behalf of 
the Vermont State Colleges System 

Date: 9/19/2025 

Subject: Vermont Higher Education Trust Fund Utilization for FY24 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional information on the Vermont Higher 
Education Trust Fund (HETF) and its utilization by the Vermont State Colleges System 
(VSCS). The VSCS has been proud to award funds to first-generation Vermonters with 
financial need for more than two decades out of the HETF, providing multiple generations of 
Vermonters with additional financial aid to support their educational and career needs.  

The VSCS utilizes a forward funding model for HETF, similar to other recipients. We 
received $306,941 in FY24. These funds will be used across the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 
academic years, which equates to FY25 and FY26. In the first year (2024-2025), we 
partnered with Vermont Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC) to provide a dollar-for-
dollar match on HETF funds they have awarded to students. In the second year, remaining 
funds are distributed out to the two institutions in the system to be utilized on financial aid 
initiatives that support Vermonters. 

Of the $306,941 the VSCS received in FY24, $159,989 was spent in FY25 as a match to 
VSAC funds. Of the remaining $146,952, this will be spent in FY26. Some initiatives planned 
include: 

• Vermont State University: Supporting last dollar tuition needs for nursing students.  
 

• Community College of Vermont: Supporting tuition needs for cohorts of students 
taking two newly designed courses: English for Academic Purposes and English for 
Healthcare. 

At the bottom of this memo, we have provided summary level details on the students that 
have thus far been awarded HETF funds from the FY24 distribution. 

Christina from Corinth, Vt., one of our recipients this past year, is pursuing a nursing career. 
Financial aid like these scholarships, she says, “will not only alleviate the financial burdens 
of my education but will also empower me to focus fully on my studies and clinical 
experiences.” Regarding her education, she says she is “eager to develop the skills and 



knowledge necessary to provide compassionate care, advocate for patients, and 
collaborate with healthcare teams.” 

Shanneal from Colchester, another recipient, works at a childcare center and she 
“adores[s] her job and wouldn’t trade it for the world. The feeling of putting good into the 
world makes me feel accomplished. Children are our future. It is important we nurture and 
provide them with the environment they need to thrive.” Shanneal plans to complete her 
associate degree in early childhood education at CCV, transfer to VTSU and pursue a 
bachelor’s in early childhood education and continue her pathway as an early childhood 
educator. Financial aid like this scholarship limits the “financial burden of my education 
and will allow me to continue to work towards my goals.” 

We are grateful for the Higher Education Trust Fund and the positive impact it has had on 
Vermonters pursuing a postsecondary education. Through serving low-income, first-
generation students, HETF strengthens our communities and provides opportunities for 
academic and professional growth that transform lives. 

 

Category Data 
Total Recipients 213 
Average Award $751.12 
Associates or Certificate Enrollees 53% 
Bachelor’s Enrollees 47% 
Nursing Program Enrollees % 17% 
Education Programs Enrollees % 
(includes both elementary, secondary, 
and early childhood education) 

8% 

Average Age 26 
In-State Students % 100% 
Persons of Color % 17% 
Women % 71% 
First Generation % 79% 
Full-Time % 54% 

 



2025-2026 
Vermont Endowment Scholarship 

NOMINATION CRITERIA AND PROCESS/TIMELINE 

CRITERIA 

♦ BASIC CRITERIA 
 nominee must be a Vermont resident 
 nominee must attend an accredited school located within Vermont and approved for federal Title IV 

funding 
 nominee must enroll in an undergraduate associate’s or bachelor’s degree program 
 nominee must either be the first-generation in his/her family to attend a college/university or face 

significant barriers that limit his/her access to a college/university 

♦ PROBABILITY OF COMPLETING POSTSECONDARY PROGRAM 
 trends in academics (grades, consistency, improvements) 
 seriousness of purpose 
 school involvement (extra-curricular activities, community service) 
 commitment to Outreach Program (field trips, meeting attendance) 

♦ FINANCIAL NEED 
 special circumstances (medical bills, family situation) 
 financial need assessment (SAI, Federal Pell) 
 state custody 
 professional judgment 
 college award letter, if available 
 college policy for handling outside scholarships 

AWARD AMOUNT 

♦ AWARD AMOUNT DETAILS 
 The maximum scholarship awarded and disbursed by VSAC is $1,000 per year for up to four years of study 
 This amount MAY be matched by the Vermont postsecondary school the student attends based on the 

school’s financial aid packaging policies and resources 

PROCESS/TIMELINE 

♦ Outreach Counselor forwards the following to Program Coordinator (Sara or Maria) by Friday, March 28, 
2025 

♦ Please use nomination template 
 Nominees must be ranked in priority order 

♦ Talent Search Counselor forwards the nomination to Sara by Friday, March 28, 2024  

♦ EOC Counselor forwards the nomination to Maria by 4/1, 5/1, 6/1, 7/1 and 8/1 

♦ Outreach Program Staff send Excel spreadsheet to Miranda Roth and Kim Sprague by Friday, April 11, 
2025 
 10 days following the above dates for the monthly EOC nominations 


