JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE
OF THE

STATE OF VERMONT

ADJOURNED SESSION, 2022

VOLUME 1

January 4, 2022 through April 29, 2022
(For Appendices A and B and General Index, See VVolume 2)

Published by Authority

STATE OF VERMONT

BUILDINGS AND GENERAL SERVICES, MIDDLESEX, VERMONT

Compiled and Edited by:
BetsyAnn Wrask, Clerk of the House and Rebecca Silbernagel, Journal Clerk



Journal of the House

Tuesday, January 4, 2022
At ten o'clock in the forenoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.
Pledge of Allegiance
Speaker Krowinski led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Communication from the Governor

“December 13, 2021

The Honorable Jill Krowinski
Speaker of the House

115 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-5301

Dear Speaker Krowinski:

I have the great honor to inform you that I have appointed Larry Labor of
Morgan, Vermont to serve in the General Assembly representing House
District Orleans-1.

Sincerely,
/s/ Philip B. Scott
Governor

PBS/tb
CC: James Condos, Secretary of State
BetsyAnn Wrask, Clerk of the House”

Committee Appointment Announced

The Speaker appointed Rep. Larry Labor of Morgan to the House
Committee on Corrections and Institutions.
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Communication from Rep. Savage of Swanton
November 22, 2021

Hon. BetsyAnn Wrask
Clerk of the Vermont House
115 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Ms. Wrask:

Please be advised that I have accepted full time employment with the Town of
Swanton as the Town Administrator effective December 1, 2021.

Due to the time requirements of my new position, I find it necessary to resign
as a member of the Vermont House of Representatives, effective 12:01 a.m. on
November 23, 2021.

Sincerely,

/s/ Brian K. Savage
State Representative
Franklin-4

cc: Governor Philip B.Scott
Speaker Jill Krowinski

Without objection, the Speaker postponed the reading of the resignation
letter until Friday, January 7, 2022.

Communication from Rep. Redmond of Essex

Dear Speaker Krowinski and Clerk of the House Wrask:
(copying Gov. Phil Scott via Agency of Administration)

It is with a sad and heavy heart that I inform you I will be resigning my
Essex seat in the Vermont House of Representatives, effective today, Thursday,
Dec. 9, 2021.

It has become clear during the past few weeks and months that my
personal health and well-being must become my central priorities in the
coming days. The year-round activity of serving my constituents and my
caucus as an assistant majority leader, and the natural stressors that this work
entails (particularly during two years of pandemic), have left minimal space
for the prioritization of my own health and wellness.
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I am not experiencing a recurrence of cancer but am dealing with some
health concerns that require my prompt and focused attention. It has become
clear that stepping away from this role that I have cherished would be the most
responsible thing to do — for me, as well as for the Vermonters I have been
elected to serve.

It has been the deepest honor to serve as a champion and voice for
Vermonters over the past three years, advocating for such priorities as an
evidence-based public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic; a
strengthening of the social safety net; bold climate-change solutions; deep
investments in affordable housing; criminal justice reform; support of Afghans
resettling in Vermont; policy considered through the lens of racial and social
equity; and so much more.

I will be working with House leadership and the Essex Town Democrats
to ensure that the names of several highly competent candidates for the
Chittenden 8-1 seat be forwarded to the Governor quickly, so as not to delay
participation in the coming legislative session.

I have appreciated problem-solving some of the state’s challenges as well
as celebrating its successes; they have become my own and have expanded
greatly my understanding of our Brave Little State, its people and systems, and
how extraordinary the communities we create and live in are. Thank you for
your faith and trust in me; it has been a sincere joy of my life.

Kind regards,

Rep. Marybeth Redmond
Chittenden 8-1/Essex

Without objection, the Speaker postponed the reading of the resignation
letter until Friday, January 7, 2022.
Introduction of House Bills Postponed
Without objection, the Speaker postponed introduction of House bills until
Friday, January 7, 2022.
Message from the Senate No. 1

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
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I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolutions of the following titles:
J.R.S. 30. Joint resolution amending temporary Joint Rule 22A.

J.R.S. 31. Joint resolution to provide for a Joint Assembly to receive the
State-of-the-State message from the Governor.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

House Resolution Adopted
H.R. 13
House resolution, entitled

House resolution authorizing remote operation of the House of
Representatives and House committees

Offered by: Committee on Rules

Whereas, the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and in particular the
anticipated impact of the highly-transmissible Omicron variant, poses a risk to
the health and safety of House members, legislative staff, and members of the
public if the House of Representatives and its committees operate in-person in
the first two weeks of January 2022, now therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the House of Representatives and its committees shall operate
remotely until Tuesday, January 18, 2022, and be it further

Resolved: That the House and its committees shall continue to livestream
their remote proceedings in order to maintain public access to the legislative
process.

Was read.

Pending the question, Shall the House adopt the resolution?, Rep.
Terenzini of Rutland Town demanded the Yeas and Nays, which demand was
sustained by the Constitutional number. The Clerk proceeded to call the roll
and the question, Shall the House adopt the resolution?, was decided in the
affirmative. Yeas, 106. Nays, 19.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Ancel of Calais Goldman of Rockingham Noyes of Wolcott
Anthony of Barre City Goslant of Northfield O'Brien of Tunbridge
Arrison of Weathersfield Grad of Moretown Ode of Burlington *

Austin of Colchester Gregoire of Fairfield * Pajala of Londonderry
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Bartholomew of Hartland
Beck of St. Johnsbury
Birong of Vergennes
Black of Essex

Bluemle of Burlington
Bongartz of Manchester
Bos-Lun of Westminster
Briglin of Thetford
Brown of Richmond
Brumsted of Shelburne
Burke of Brattleboro
Burrows of West Windsor
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Canfield of Fair Haven
Chase of Colchester
Coffey of Guilford
Colburn of Burlington
Colston of Winooski
Conlon of Cornwall
Copeland Hanzas of
Bradford

Corcoran of Bennington
Cordes of Lincoln
Cupoli of Rutland City
Dolan of Waitsfield
Donahue of Northfield
Donnally of Hyde Park
Durfee of Shaftsbury
Elder of Starksboro
Emmons of Springfield
Fagan of Rutland City
Feltus of Lyndon
Gannon of Wilmington

Hango of Berkshire
Harrison of Chittenden
Helm of Fair Haven
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Randolph
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
James of Manchester
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex
Killacky of South Burlington
Kimbell of Woodstock
Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Labor of Morgan
LaClair of Barre Town
LaLonde of South
Burlington

Lanpher of Vergennes
Lippert of Hinesburg
Long of Newfane
Marcotte of Coventry
Masland of Thetford
McCoy of Poultney
McCullough of Williston *
Morris of Springfield
Mrowicki of Putney
Murphy of Fairfax
Nicoll of Ludlow

Nigro of Bennington
Norris of Sheldon
Norris of Shoreham
Notte of Rutland City

Those who voted in the negative are:

Achey of Middletown
Springs

Brennan of Colchester
Graham of Williamstown
Higley of Lowell
Lefebvre of Newark
Lefebvre of Orange

Leffler of Enosburgh
Martel of Waterford
Mattos of Milton
Morgan, L. of Milton
Morgan, M. of Milton
Page of Newport City
Parsons of Newbury

Palasik of Milton
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester

Pearl of Danville

Pugh of South Burlington
Rachelson of Burlington
Rogers of Waterville
Satcowitz of Randolph
Scheu of Middlebury
Shaw of Pittsford
Sheldon of Middlebury
Sibilia of Dover

Small of Winooski
Smith of Derby
Squirrell of Underhill
Sullivan of Dorset
Surprenant of Barnard
Taylor of Colchester
Toleno of Brattleboro
Toof of St. Albans Town
Townsend of South
Burlington

Troiano of Stannard
Walz of Barre City
Webb of Shelburne
White of Bethel

White of Hartford
Whitman of Bennington
Williams of Granby *
Wood of Waterbury
Yacovone of Morristown

Peterson of Clarendon
Rosenquist of Georgia
Scheuermann of Stowe
Seymour of Sutton

Strong of Albany *
Terenzini of Rutland Town

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Bock of Chester

Brady of Williston
Brownell of Pownal
Burditt of West Rutland
Christie of Hartford

Dolan of Essex

Howard of Rutland City
Martin of Franklin
McCarthy of St. Albans City
McCormack of Burlington

Burlington

Sims of Craftsbury
Smith of New Haven
Stebbins of Burlington
Stevens of Waterbury
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Cina of Burlington McFaun of Barre Town Till of Jericho
Dickinson of St. Albans Morrissey of Bennington Vyhovsky of Essex
Town Mulvaney-Stanak of Yantachka of Charlotte

Rep. Gregoire of Fairfield explained his vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

I vote yes out of respect for minority leadership who worked to achieve
compromise. However, we must not continue to hold this body above those we
represent, those who go to work every day including those who work around
populations. This is especially true given the extraordinary efforts of
leadership to ensure that our workplace is safe. I will not vote to extend remote
legislation in the future.”

Rep. McCullough of Williston explained his vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

I voted for H.R.13 with the intention of avoiding, not creating, a
legislative annus horribilis.”

Rep. Ode of Burlington explained her vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

The Legislature is in the unique position of drawing representatives from
every single corner of Vermont. Each of us represents 4000 or 8000
Vermonters. I vote yes today based on the best advice we have to protect all of
the more than 624,000 Vermonters.”

Rep. Strong of Albany explained her vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

‘Two weeks to flatten the curve’ was a year and a half ago. Let’s
represent our constituents here in person without restriction.”

Rep. Williams of Granby explained her vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

I am voting yes not because I am concerned about the risk factor. 1 am
voting yes to show my respect to those who have a concern.

The State of Vermont has spent hundreds of thousands of taxpayers’ money
to make us safe here. God bless the people that planned, diagrammed,
measured, coordinated, moved, connected, and reconnected for hours and days
on end to make this a safe working environment.
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I look forward to getting back to the State House on the 18" day of this
month to do the work I was elected to do in a way that best serves the people.”

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 30
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 30. Joint resolution amending temporary Joint Rule 22A.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:
That Temporary Joint Rule 22A is amended to read as follows:

Rule 22A Emergency Rule Regarding Joint Committee Meetings

(a) The Joint Rules Committee is vested with the authority to permit any
joint committees of the Vermont Legislature (including itself and Conference
Committees) to meet and vote electronically as the Joint Rules Committee
determines appropriate. If necessary, the Joint Rules Committee may make
this authorization remotely in conformity with this Rule.

(b) The authority of the Joint Rules Committee under this Rule 22A
terminates on January 18, 2022.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) of this rule, if the
Governor thereafter reissues capacity restrictions at gatherings and events or
requires masks and physical distancing in response to COVID-19, the Joint
Rules Committee is again authorized to meet remotely and to permit any joint
committees of the Legislature to meet and vote electronically as the Joint
Rules Committee determines appropriate.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 31
By Senator Balint,

J.R.S. 31. Joint resolution to provide for a Joint Assembly to receive the
State-of-the-State message from the Governor.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the two Houses meet in Joint Assembly on Wednesday,
January 5, 2022, at two o’clock in the afternoon to receive the State-of-the-
State message from the Governor, and be it further
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Resolved: That the Joint Assembly shall be concurrently conducted
electronically, such that members of the Joint Assembly may participate as
permitted by their respective chambers.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Adjournment

At ten o'clock and fifty-four minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until Friday, January 7th at nine
o'clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon.

Message from the Senate No. 2

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolutions of the following titles:

J.R.S. 32. Joint resolution to provide for a Joint Assembly to hear the
budget message of the Governor.

J.R.S. 33. Joint resolution relating to Town Meeting adjournment.
J.R.S. 34. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Friday, January 7, 2022

At nine o'clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon the Speaker called the
House to order.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Message from the Senate No. 3

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:

I am directed to inform the House that:
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The Senate has considered a bill originating in the House of the following
title:

H. 157. An act relating to registration of construction contractors.
And has passed the same in concurrence with proposal of amendment in the
adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.
Message from the Senate No. 4

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:

S. 172. An act relating to authorizing alternative procedures for 2022
annual municipal meetings in response to COVID-19.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Resignation Letters Read

Resignation letters from Reps. Savage of Swanton and Redmond of Essex
were read. For the text of those letters, see House Journal of January 4, 2022.

Memorial Service

The Speaker placed before the House the following names of members of
past sessions of the Vermont General Assembly who had passed away recently:

John Zampieri of Ryegate Member of the House,
1965-1985 Sessions
Debbie Evans of Essex Member of the House,

2005-2016 Sessions

Leo O'Brien, Jr. of South Burlington Member of the House,
1963-1968 Sessions

Jim Fitzgerald of St. Albans City =~ Member of the House,
1969-1972; 2007-2008 Sessions

Charles “Chub” Franzoni of Rutland Member of the House,
1989-1990 Sessions

Thereupon, the members of the House held a moment of silence in memory
of the deceased members.
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Rules Suspended; House Bills Introduced

Pending first reading of the bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney,
the rules were suspended and the bills were read the first time by number and
referred to committee as follows:

H. 455

By Reps. Killacky of South Burlington, Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Howard
of Rutland City, Ode of Burlington, and Troiano of Stannard,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the sales and use tax exemption for charges for admission
by or to certain nonprofit organizations

To the Committee on Ways and Means.

H. 456
By Reps. Fagan of Rutland City and James of Manchester,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing strategic goals and reporting requirements for
the Vermont State Colleges

To the Committee on Education.
H. 457

By Reps. Patt of Worcester, Fagan of Rutland City, and Masland of
Thetford,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the status of Holocaust education in public schools
To the Committee on Education.
H. 458
By Reps. Strong of Albany, Higley of Lowell, and LaClair of Barre Town,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to informed consent for the administration of immunizations
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 459
By Rep. Patt of Worcester,
House bill, entitled
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An act relating to prorated Tier III renewable energy credits
To the Committee on Energy and Technology.
H. 460
By Rep. Rogers of Waterville,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to cemetery fencing
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 461
By Rep. Ancel of Calais,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to excluding the income of asylum seekers and refugees
from household income

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 462
By Rep. Pugh of South Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to miscellaneous Department of Health programs
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 463
By Reps. Burrows of West Windsor and Killacky of South Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the Working Group to Address the Presence of Toxigenic
Mold in Buildings

To the Committee on Human Services.

H. 464
By Rep. Pugh of South Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the medical review process in the Reach Up program and
Postsecondary Education Program eligibility

To the Committee on Human Services.
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H. 465
By Reps. Gannon of Wilmington and LaClair of Barre Town,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to boards and commissions
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 466
By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield and Sheldon of Middlebury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to surface water withdrawals and interbasin transfers
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 467

By Reps. Sibilia of Dover, Patt of Worcester, Rogers of Waterville, and
Sims of Craftsbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to extending the baseload renewable power portfolio
requirement

To the Committee on Energy and Technology.

H. 468
By Reps. James of Manchester and Kimbell of Woodstock,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing a remote learning pilot program for CTE
students

To the Committee on Education.
H. 469
By Rep. White of Bethel,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to creditable service for temporary State employment

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 470
By Reps. Dolan of Essex and Colburn of Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to referral of domestic violence, sexual violence, and
stalking cases to community justice centers

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 471
By Rep. Burke of Brattleboro,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to entering a vehicle without legal authority or consent
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 472
By Rep. Fagan of Rutland City,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to establishing the Vermont Nursing Scholarship Program
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 473
By Reps. Grad of Moretown and LaLonde of South Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to defense of others and justifiable homicide
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 474
By Rep. Ancel of Calais,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to exempting common law ways of necessity from the
Marketable Record Title Act

To the Committee on Judiciary.
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H. 475

By Reps. Grad of Moretown, Lalonde of South Burlington, and Notte of
Rutland City,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the classification system for criminal offenses
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 476
By Reps. Walz of Barre City and Anthony of Barre City,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to State-paid sheriff’s deputies
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 477
By Reps. Grad of Moretown and Stevens of Waterbury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to leave for crime victims
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 478
By Rep. Colburn of Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to reinstatement of an operator’s license after a lifetime
suspension or revocation

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 479
By Rep. Rachelson of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to portable benefits for intermediary workers
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 480

By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield, Anthony of Barre City, Bos-Lun of
Westminster, Brady of Williston, Burrows of West Windsor, Coffey of
Guilford, Dolan of Essex, Durfee of Shaftsbury, Goldman of Rockingham,
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Houghton of Essex, Masland of Thetford, Mrowicki of Putney, Ode of
Burlington, Sims of Craftsbury, Stebbins of Burlington, Till of Jericho, White
of Hartford, Wood of Waterbury, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to adopting COVID-19 test to stay guidance for child care
facilities

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 481

By Reps. Rachelson of Burlington and Pugh of South Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to prohibiting mobile billboards

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 482

By Rep. Marcotte of Coventry,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the Petroleum Cleanup Fund

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 483

By Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock, James of Manchester, Dickinson of St.
Albans Town, and Toof of St. Albans Town,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to potential new models of funding and governance
structures to improve the quality, duration, and access to career technical
education in Vermont

To the Committee on Education.
H. 484
By Reps. Donahue of Northfield and Elder of Starksboro,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to regulating health care expense-sharing arrangements

To the Committee on Health Care.
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H. 485
By Reps. Houghton of Essex and Black of Essex,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to extending Medicaid postpartum benefits
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 486
By Rep. Nicoll of Ludlow,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to health insurance coverage for newborns
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 487
By Rep. McFaun of Barre Town,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to a secure facility for justice-involved youth
To the Committee on Corrections and Institutions.
H. 488
By Rep. Taylor of Colchester,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the authority of the Commissioner of Corrections to
collect supervisory fees

To the Committee on Corrections and Institutions.

H. 489
By Reps. Lippert of Hinesburg and Donahue of Northfield,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting health insurance
regulation

To the Committee on Health Care.
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H. 490
By Rep. Sullivan of Dorset,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to elections and holding elected office
To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 491
By Reps. Houghton of Essex and Dolan of Essex,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the creation of the City of Essex Junction and the
adoption of the City charter

To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 492
By Reps. Sheldon of Middlebury and Bongartz of Manchester,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the structure of the Natural Resources Board
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 493
By Rep. Shaw of Pittsford,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to withdrawal from a unified union or union school district
and to electoral functions of a union school district where a member district is
also a union school district

To the Committee on Education.
H. 494
By Rep. LaClair of Barre Town,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to workforce development

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 495
By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to prohibiting the sale of mercury-containing lamps
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 496
By Rep. Harrison of Chittenden,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing an extended producer responsibility program
for out-of-service solar panels

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 497

By Reps. Donahue of Northfield, Hango of Berkshire, Higley of Lowell,
Martel of Waterford, and Rosenquist of Georgia,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to protecting health care providers’ rights of conscience
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 498
By Rep. Houghton of Essex,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the Green Mountain Care Board’s duties and
reappointment processes

To the Committee on Health Care.

H. 499
By Rep. LaClair of Barre Town,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the use of sluice boxes for recreational mineral
prospecting

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
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H. 500
By Rep. Sheldon of Middlebury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to prohibiting the sale of mercury lamps in the State
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 501
By Rep. McCullough of Williston,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to physical contaminant standards for residual waste,
digestate, and soil amendments

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 502

By Rep. Noyes of Wolcott,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the cannabis wholesale gross receipts tax

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 503

By Reps. Briglin of Thetford and Masland of Thetford,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to regulating the use of wake boats on State waters

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 504

By Rep. Shaw of Pittsford,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the reorganization, enhancement, and enforcement of
animal welfare requirements in the State

To the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.
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H. 505

By Reps. Grad of Moretown, Lalonde of South Burlington, and Notte of
Rutland City,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to reclassification of penalties for unlawfully possessing,
dispensing, and selling a regulated drug

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 506
By Reps. Townsend of South Burlington and Yacovone of Morristown,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to preserving the rights of a parent with a disability
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 507
By Rep. Masland of Thetford,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to certain civil process fees of sheriffs’ departments
To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 508
By Reps. Anthony of Barre City and Walz of Barre City,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to refunding property tax overpayments by the City of Barre
To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 509
By Rep. Sheldon of Middlebury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to Act 250 jurisdiction in one-acre towns

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
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H. 510

By Reps. Ancel of Calais, Beck of St. Johnsbury, Kornheiser of Brattleboro,
Ode of Burlington, Pugh of South Burlington, and Webb of Shelburne,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to creating a Vermont child tax credit
To the Committee on Ways and Means.

H. 511

By Reps. Bongartz of Manchester, James of Manchester, Birong of
Vergennes, Black of Essex, Bluemle of Burlington, Coffey of Guilford, Dolan
of Essex, Durfee of Shaftsbury, Houghton of Essex, Kimbell of Woodstock,
McCullough of Williston, Nicoll of Ludlow, Nigro of Bennington, Scheu of
Middlebury, Sibilia of Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, Vyhovsky of Essex,
Whitman of Bennington, Wood of Waterbury, Yacovone of Morristown, and
Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to promoting housing in Vermont’s centers
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 512
By Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock and Marcotte of Coventry,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to modernizing land records and notarial acts law
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 513
By Rep. Grad of Moretown,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to expanding criminal threatening to include threats to third
persons

To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 514
By Reps. Beck of St. Johnsbury and Ancel of Calais,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to creating a uniform local share of sales and use tax
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revenue

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 515

By Reps. Marcotte of Coventry and Kimbell of Woodstock,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to banking, insurance, and securities

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 516

By Rep. Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to increasing asset limits for Medicaid for the Aged, Blind,
and Disabled

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 517
By Rep. Fagan of Rutland City,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Vermont National Guard Tuition Benefit Program
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 518
By Rep. Sibilia of Dover,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the creation of the Municipal Fuel Switching Grant
Program

To the Committee on Energy and Technology.
H. 519
By Rep. Rachelson of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to indemnification of employee legal expenses

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
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H. 520

By Reps. Masland of Thetford and Sims of Craftsbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to creating the Office of Native American Affairs

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 521

By Rep. Stevens of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the Vermont basic needs budget

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 522

By Rep. McCoy of Poultney,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to automobile insurance and aftermarket parts

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 523

By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to reducing hydrofluorocarbon emissions

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 524

By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to preventing sprawl through municipal zoning

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 525

By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to roadside memorials

To the Committee on Transportation.
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H. 526
By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to adding electric vehicle supply equipment to Vermont’s
energy efficiency standards for appliances and equipment

To the Committee on Energy and Technology.
H. 527

By Rep. Canfield of Fair Haven,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to tax relief for Vermonters

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 528

By Reps. Peterson of Clarendon, Achey of Middletown Springs, Donahue
of Northfield, Gregoire of Fairfield, Harrison of Chittenden, Helm of Fair
Haven, Lefebvre of Orange, Leffler of Enosburgh, Martel of Waterford,
Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Page of Newport City, Parsons
of Newbury, Rosenquist of Georgia, Smith of Derby, and Strong of Albany,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to tax benefits for home study programs
To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 529
By Rep. Till of Jericho,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to situational surveillance at birth

To the Committee on Human Services.
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Senate Bill Referred
S. 172
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing alternative procedures for 2022 annual
municipal meetings in response to COVID-19

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 32
By Senator Kitchel,

J.R.S. 32. Joint resolution to provide for a Joint Assembly to hear the
budget message of the Governor.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the two Houses meet in Joint Assembly on Tuesday, January 18, 2022,
at one o'clock in the afternoon to receive the budget message of the Governor,
and be it further

Resolved: That the Joint Assembly shall be concurrently conducted
electronically, such that members of the Joint Assembly may participate as
permitted by their respective chambers.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 33
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 33. Joint resolution relating to Town Meeting adjournment.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, February 25, 2022, or
Saturday, February 26, 2022, it be to meet again no later than Tuesday,
March 8, 2022.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.
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Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 34
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 34. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, January 7, 2022, it be to meet
again no later than Tuesday, January 11, 2022.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Recess

At ten o'clock and fifty-three minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker declared
a recess until the fall of the gavel.

At ten o'clock and twenty minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker called the
House to order.

Rules Suspended; Immediate Consideration; Second Reading; Proposal of
Amendment Offered;Third Reading Ordered; Rules Suspended; All
Remaininf Stages of Passage; Third Reading; Bill Passed in Concurrence;
Rules Suspended; Bill Messaged to Senate Forthwith and Delivered to the
Governor Forthwith
S. 172

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing alternative procedures for 2022 annual
municipal meetings in response to COVID-19

Pending appearance on the Calendar for Notice, was taken up for
immediate consideration and the bill was read for the second time.

Rep. Anthony of Barre City, for the Committee on Government
Operations, to which had been referred the Senate bill, reported in favor of its
passage in concurrence.

Rep. Toof of St. Albans Town moved that the House propose to the Senate
that the bill be amended immediately following Sec. 2 (annual municipal
meetings in 2022; alternative procedures) by inserting a new Sec. 3 and Sec. 4
to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2680 is amended to read:
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§ 2680. AUSTRALIAN BALLOT SYSTEM; GENERAL

* %k 3k

(g) Early and absentee voting. At the time the Australian ballots are
available, which shall be not less than 20 days before the election, early and
absentee voting shall be permitted in accordance with chapter 51, subchapter 6
of this title.

(1) Fhelegislative-boedy-of-a A town, city, or village may—vete-te shall

mail a ballot to all active registered voters in the town, city, or village.

(2) A school board may shall, after receiving the approval of the
legislative body of each member town in the district, vete-te mail its annual
meeting ballot to all active registered voters in the district. In such case, the
town clerk and election officials in the member towns shall be responsible for
the mailing of the ballots but all costs associated with the mailing of ballots
shall be borne by the school district.

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATION

The sum of $1,000.000.00 is appropriated from the General Fund to the
Secretary of State in fiscal year 2023 for purpose of supporting municipalities
that mail ballots to all active registered voters pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 2680(g).

and by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct.
Which was disagreed to. Thereupon, third reading was ordered.

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and the
bill placed in all remaining stages of passage. Thereupon, the bill was read the
third time and passed in concurrence.

Thereafter, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were
suspended and the bill was ordered messaged to the Senate forthwith and the
bill delivered to the Governor forthwith.

Committee Relieved of Consideration
and Bill Committed to Other Committee
H. 406

Rep. Stevens of Waterbury moved that the Committee on General,
Housing, and Military Affairs be relieved of House bill, entitled

An act relating to promoting racial and social equity in economic
opportunity and cultural empowerment
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And that the bill be committed to the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development, which was agreed to.
Adjournment

At eleven o'clock and ten minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at
ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to the provisions of J.R.S. 34.

Message from the Senate No. 5

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:

S. 222. An act relating to authorizing temporary Open Meeting Law
procedures in response to COVID-19.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Tuesday, January 11, 2022
At ten o'clock in the forenoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.
Pledge of Allegiance
Speaker Krowinski led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Rules Suspended; House Bills Introduced

Pending first reading of House bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of
Poultney, the rules were suspended and the bills were read the first time by
number and referred to committee as follows:

H. 530

By Reps. Rogers of Waterville, Noyes of Wolcott, Page of Newport City,
Wood of Waterbury, and Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled
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An act relating to creating the Vermont Silver Alert Program
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 531

By Reps. Yacovone of Morristown, Brumsted of Shelburne, Webb of
Shelburne, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to supported housing options for individuals served through
the developmental services waiver

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 532
By Rep. Till of Jericho,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Rare Disease Advisory Council
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 533

By Reps. Rachelson of Burlington, Leffler of Enosburgh, and Grad of
Moretown,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to converting civil forfeiture of property in drug-related
prosecutions into a criminal process

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 534
By Rep. Grad of Moretown,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to sealing criminal history records
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 535
By Rep. Rachelson of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to judicial nominations and appointments

To the Committee on Judiciary.
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H. 536

By Reps. LalLonde of South Burlington, Grad of Moretown, Jerome of
Brandon, and Kimbell of Woodstock,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Vermont Uniform Power of Attorney Act
To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 537

By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex, Cordes of Lincoln, Black of Essex, Bluemle
of Burlington, Brady of Williston, Brown of Richmond, Burrows of West
Windsor, Colburn of Burlington, Dolan of Essex, Elder of Starksboro,
Goldman of Rockingham, Houghton of Essex, Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, Rachelson of Burlington, Sims of Craftsbury,
Small of Winooski, and Till of Jericho,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to a statewide mask mandate
To the Committee on Human Services.

H. 538
By Rep. Grad of Moretown,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the establishment, ownership, and operation of a
cemetery by a nonprofit college or university

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 539

By Rep. Pugh of South Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to youth banking by minors in foster care

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
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H. 540

By Reps. Goldman of Rockingham, Burrows of West Windsor, Brumsted of
Shelburne, Donahue of Northfield, Houghton of Essex, Noyes of Wolcott,
Page of Newport City, Pajala of Londonderry, and Small of Winooski,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to strengthening support for social determinants of health
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 541

By Reps. Dolan of Essex, Black of Essex, Bluemle of Burlington, Christie
of Hartford, Coffey of Guilford, Notte of Rutland City, and Vyhovsky of
Essex,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing the Victims Services Advisory Council
within the Center for Crime Victims Services

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 542

By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield, Anthony of Barre City, Austin of Colchester,
Brumsted of Shelburne, Campbell of St. Johnsbury, and Satcowitz of
Randolph,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to establishing riparian protection areas in the State
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.

H. 543

By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle of
Burlington, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Brumsted of Shelburne, Campbell of St.
Johnsbury, McCarthy of St. Albans City, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki
of Putney, Ode of Burlington, Sheldon of Middlebury, Squirrell of Underhill,
and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to regulation of wetlands in the State

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
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H. 544

By Reps. Canfield of Fair Haven, Helm of Fair Haven, and Norris of
Shoreham,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to leveling Vermont Route 22A
To the Committee on Transportation.

H. 545

By Reps. Christie of Hartford, Austin of Colchester, Bluemle of Burlington,
Coffey of Guilford, Colston of Winooski, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of
Waitsfield, Goldman of Rockingham, Killacky of South Burlington, Rogers of
Waterville, Small of Winooski, Vyhovsky of Essex, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to per diems for boards and commissions
To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 546

By Reps. Grad of Moretown, Christie of Hartford, LaLonde of South
Burlington, and Colston of Winooski,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to racial justice statistics
To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 547

By Reps. Wood of Waterbury, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burrows of West
Windsor, Coffey of Guilford, Harrison of Chittenden, Houghton of Essex,
McFaun of Barre Town, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Pajala of
Londonderry, and Small of Winooski,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to exempting students from standardized assessments in
public schools

To the Committee on Education.

H. 548
By Reps. Grad of Moretown and Burditt of West Rutland,
House bill, entitled
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An act relating to miscellaneous cannabis establishment procedures
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 549

By Reps. Hango of Berkshire, Gregoire of Fairfield, Harrison of
Chittenden, Higley of Lowell, Leffler of Enosburgh, Martin of Franklin,
Murphy of Fairfax, Page of Newport City, and Palasik of Milton,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to Vermont Housing Regulation Modernization

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 550

By Reps. Terenzini of Rutland Town, Brennan of Colchester, Goslant of
Northfield, Hango of Berkshire, Higley of Lowell, Lefebvre of Newark,
Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Page of Newport City, and
Peterson of Clarendon,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the energy efficiency charge for net metering customers
To the Committee on Energy and Technology.

H. 551

By Reps. Grad of Moretown, Christie of Hartford, Colburn of Burlington,
Colston of Winooski, Kornheiser of Brattleboro, Lalonde of South
Burlington, and Rachelson of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to prohibiting racially and religiously restrictive covenants
in deeds

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 552

By Reps. Bartholomew of Hartland, Burke of Brattleboro, McCormack of
Burlington, Stebbins of Burlington, White of Hartford, Anthony of Barre City,
Austin of Colchester, Black of Essex, Bluemle of Burlington, Bock of Chester,
Bongartz of Manchester, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Briglin of Thetford, Brown
of Richmond, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burrows of West Windsor, Campbell of
St. Johnsbury, Chase of Colchester, Cina of Burlington, Coffey of Guilford,
Colburn of Burlington, Copeland Hanzas of Bradford, Cordes of Lincoln,
Dolan of Essex, Dolan of Waitsfield, Donnally of Hyde Park, Durfee of



34 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

Shaftsbury, Elder of Starksboro, Goldman of Rockingham, Hooper of
Randolph, Houghton of Essex, James of Manchester, Kitzmiller of Montpelier,
LaLonde of South Burlington, Long of Newfane, Masland of Thetford,
McCarthy of St. Albans City, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki of Putney,
Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, O'Brien of Tunbridge, Ode
of Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Rachelson of Burlington, Satcowitz of
Randolph, Sheldon of Middlebury, Sibilia of Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, Small
of Winooski, Squirrell of Underhill, Surprenant of Barnard, Till of Jericho,
Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, Walz of Barre City, White of Bethel,
Whitman of Bennington, Yacovone of Morristown, and Yantachka of
Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to transportation initiatives to reduce carbon emissions
To the Committee on Transportation.
H. 553
By Reps. Rachelson of Burlington, Dolan of Essex, and Grad of Moretown,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to eligibility of domestic partners for reimbursement from
the Victims Compensation Program

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 554

By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield, Anthony of Barre City, Bock of Chester,
Masland of Thetford, Ode of Burlington, and Squirrell of Underhill,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to an aquatic invasive species decal
To the Committee on Transportation.
H. 555
By Rep. Webb of Shelburne,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to health insurance coverage for children's hearing aids

To the Committee on Health Care.
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H. 556

By Reps. Sims of Craftsbury, Bluemle of Burlington, Brumsted of
Shelburne, Anthony of Barre City, Birong of Vergennes, Bongartz of
Manchester, Brown of Richmond, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington,
Cordes of Lincoln, Goldman of Rockingham, Killacky of South Burlington,
Mrowicki of Putney, O'Brien of Tunbridge, Ode of Burlington, Rachelson of
Burlington, Stebbins of Burlington, Stevens of Waterbury, Surprenant of
Barnard, Troiano of Stannard, White of Hartford, Whitman of Bennington,
Wood of Waterbury, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to exempting property owned by Vermont-recognized
Native American tribes from property tax

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 557

By Reps. Masland of Thetford, Anthony of Barre City, Burke of
Brattleboro, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak
of Burlington, and Squirrell of Underhill,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to energy from large hydroelectric plants
To the Committee on Energy and Technology.

H. 558

By Reps. Harrison of Chittenden, Achey of Middletown Springs, Beck of
St. Johnsbury, Birong of Vergennes, Brownell of Pownal, Christie of Hartford,
Coffey of Guilford, Dolan of Waitsfield, Donahue of Northfield, Gannon of
Wilmington, Goslant of Northfield, Gregoire of Fairfield, Hango of Berkshire,
Hooper of Burlington, Labor of Morgan, Leftler of Enosburgh, Morgan, L. of
Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Morris of Springfield, Norris of Sheldon,
Noyes of Wolcott, Page of Newport City, Palasik of Milton, Parsons of
Newbury, Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, Scheuermann of
Stowe, Smith of Derby, Troiano of Stannard, and Williams of Granby,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to increasing the income tax exemption for Social Security
benefits

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
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H. 559
By Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock and Marcotte of Coventry,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to workers’ compensation
To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 560

By Reps. Houghton of Essex, Black of Essex, Burrows of West Windsor,
Cina of Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln, Donahue of Northfield, Goldman of
Rockingham, Lippert of Hinesburg, and Small of Winooski,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the certification of mental health peer support specialists
To the Committee on Health Care.

H. 561

By Reps. Houghton of Essex, Black of Essex, Burrows of West Windsor,
Cina of Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln, Goldman of Rockingham, and Small of
Winooski,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to peer-operated respite centers
To the Committee on Health Care.

H. 562

By Reps. Rachelson of Burlington, Bluemle of Burlington, Cordes of
Lincoln, Donahue of Northfield, Donnally of Hyde Park, Kornheiser of
Brattleboro, Masland of Thetford, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Notte of
Rutland City, Stebbins of Burlington, Vyhovsky of Essex, and Whitman of
Bennington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to nonconsensual removal of or tampering with a sexual
protective device

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 563

By Reps. Strong of Albany, Achey of Middletown Springs, Hango of
Berkshire, Higley of Lowell, Lefebvre of Orange, Martel of Waterford,
Morrissey of Bennington, Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, and
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Williams of Granby,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to regulating facilities that provide abortion services
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 564

By Reps. Strong of Albany, Achey of Middletown Springs, Hango of
Berkshire, Higley of Lowell, Lefebvre of Orange, Martel of Waterford,
Morrissey of Bennington, Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, and
Williams of Granby,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to requiring notification of a parent or guardian prior to
performing an abortion on a minor

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 565

By Reps. Strong of Albany, Achey of Middletown Springs, Hango of
Berkshire, Higley of Lowell, Lefebvre of Orange, Martel of Waterford,
Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, and Williams of Granby,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to requiring the performance of a fetal ultrasound prior to
obtaining an abortion

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 566

By Reps. Sims of Craftsbury, Partridge of Windham, Anthony of Barre
City, Austin of Colchester, Bock of Chester, Bongartz of Manchester,
Brumsted of Shelburne, Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Feltus of Lyndon,
Harrison of Chittenden, Kimbell of Woodstock, Masland of Thetford, Norris
of Shoreham, Pajala of Londonderry, Patt of Worcester, Rogers of Waterville,
Sibilia of Dover, Strong of Albany, Surprenant of Barnard, White of Bethel,
Williams of Granby, Wood of Waterbury, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the establishment of the Vermont Forest Future Program

To the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.
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H. 567

By Reps. Rachelson of Burlington, Anthony of Barre City, Killacky of
South Burlington, Masland of Thetford, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington,
Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, Walz of Barre City, and Yantachka of
Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to seizure action plans in public schools and approved
independent schools

To the Committee on Education.
H. 568

By Reps. Cordes of Lincoln, Anthony of Barre City, Austin of Colchester,
Bos-Lun of Westminster, Burrows of West Windsor, Campbell of St.
Johnsbury, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, Sims of
Craftsbury, Till of Jericho, Vyhovsky of Essex, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the dissemination of masks and at-home rapid antigen
tests

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 569

By Reps. Marcotte of Coventry and Kimbell of Woodstock,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to supporting economic development

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 570

By Reps. Marcotte of Coventry and Kimbell of Woodstock,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to enhancing data privacy protections for consumers

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 571

By Reps. Bos-Lun of Westminster, Goldman of Rockingham, Anthony of
Barre City, Austin of Colchester, Burke of Brattleboro, Burrows of West
Windsor, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Howard of Rutland City,
Masland of Thetford, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki of Putney,
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Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, Ode of Burlington, Page of
Newport City, Pajala of Londonderry, Patt of Worcester, Vyhovsky of Essex,
White of Hartford, Wood of Waterbury, Yacovone of Morristown, and
Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to increasing Medicaid dental reimbursement rates

To the Committee on Health Care.

Senate Bill Referred
S. 222
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing temporary Open Meeting Law procedures in
response to COVID-19

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

Action on Bill Postponed
S. 78
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to binding interest arbitration for employees of the Vermont
Judiciary

Was taken up, and pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
General, Housing, and Military Affairs, on motion of Rep. Walz of Barre
City, action on the bill was postponed until January 20, 2022.

Action on Bill Postponed
H. 157
House bill, entitled
An act relating to registration of construction contractors

Was taken up, and pending consideration of the Senate proposal of
amendment, on motion of Rep. Troiano of Stannard, action on the bill was
postponed until January 14, 2022.

Adjournment

At ten o'clock and thirteen minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at three o'clock in
the afternoon.
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Wednesday, January 12, 2022
At three o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Message from the Senate No. 6

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:

S. 223. An act relating to authorizing temporary elections procedures for
annual meetings in the year 2022.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.
The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolution of the following title:
J.R.S. 35. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Rules Suspended; House Bills Introduced

Pending first reading of the bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney,
the rules were suspended and the bills were read the first time by number and
referred to committee as follows:

H. 572

By Reps. Webb of Shelburne, Brumsted of Shelburne, and Hooper of
Randolph,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the retirement allowance for interim educators

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 573

By Reps. Strong of Albany, Higley of Lowell, LaClair of Barre Town,
Peterson of Clarendon, and Williams of Granby,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to prohibiting discrimination based on immunization status
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 574
By Rep. Harrison of Chittenden,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to simplifying access to benefits and services
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 575
By Reps. Ode of Burlington, Dolan of Waitsfield, and Grad of Moretown,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to music therapists and art therapists
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 576

By Reps. Rosenquist of Georgia, Strong of Albany, Achey of Middletown
Springs, Hango of Berkshire, and Peterson of Clarendon,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to banning selective abortions based on sex, Down
syndrome, or genetic abnormalities

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 577

By Rep. Webb of Shelburne,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to Vermont’s adoption of the Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology Interstate Compact

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 578

By Rep. Stebbins of Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to requirements for older drivers to renew operator’s
licenses

To the Committee on Transportation.
H. 579

By Reps. Cordes of Lincoln, Anthony of Barre City, Cina of Burlington,
Elder of Starksboro, Lefebvre of Orange, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington,
Pajala of Londonderry, Patt of Worcester, Stebbins of Burlington, Surprenant
of Barnard, Till of Jericho, Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, and
White of Hartford,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to health insurance coverage for donated human breast milk
To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 580
By Reps. Scheu of Middlebury and Conlon of Cornwall,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to a grant program for adaptive sports and mobility-
enhancing equipment

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 581

By Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock, Birong of Vergennes, Brady of Williston,
Burrows of West Windsor, Coffey of Guilford, Conlon of Cornwall, Feltus of
Lyndon, Goldman of Rockingham, Gregoire of Fairfield, Harrison of
Chittenden, Jerome of Brandon, Lefebvre of Newark, Nicoll of Ludlow, Norris
of Shoreham, Noyes of Wolcott, Pajala of Londonderry, Pearl of Danville,
Rogers of Waterville, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton, Sibilia of
Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, Stebbins of Burlington, Surprenant of Barnard,
White of Bethel, Wood of Waterbury, Yacovone of Morristown, and Yantachka
of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to rural economic development

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
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H. 582
By Rep. Sibilia of Dover,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the creation of the Pipelines and Pathways Grant Program
To the Committee on Education.
H. 583

By Reps. Achey of Middletown Springs, Hango of Berkshire, Harrison of
Chittenden, Higley of Lowell, Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton,
Page of Newport City, Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, Strong
of Albany, Williams of Granby, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to a right of appeal for listers
To the Committee on Ways and Means.

H. 584

By Reps. Bos-Lun of Westminster, Christie of Hartford, Burrows of West
Windsor, Black of Essex, Brady of Williston, Colston of Winooski, Cordes of
Lincoln, Dolan of Essex, Dolan of Waitsfield, Donahue of Northfield,
Goldman of Rockingham, Grad of Moretown, Houghton of Essex, Lippert of
Hinesburg, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Ode of
Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, Sibilia of Dover, Small of Winooski,
Surprenant of Barnard, Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, and Yacovone
of Morristown,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the creation of an antiracist education certification
To the Committee on Education.

H. 585

By Reps. Sims of Craftsbury, Anthony of Barre City, Colston of Winooski,
Leffler of Enosburgh, Sibilia of Dover, and Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to reapportionment

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 586

By Reps. Rogers of Waterville, Burke of Brattleboro, Dolan of Waitsfield,
Kornheiser of Brattleboro, McCullough of Williston, and Pajala of
Londonderry,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to eco-sanitation systems

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 587

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to expressly authorizing the manufacture of alcoholic
beverages pursuant to contract

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 588

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing satellite tasting rooms for manufacturers of
alcoholic beverages

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

Committee Bill Introduced
H. 589
By the Committee on Government Operations,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to reapportioning the initial districts of the House of
Representatives

Was read, and pursuant to Rule 48, placed on the Calendar for Notice.
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Senate Bill Referred
S. 223

Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing temporary elections procedures for annual
meetings in the year 2022

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.
Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations
H. 553
House bill, entitled

An act relating to eligibility of domestic partners for reimbursement from
the Victims Compensation Program

Appearing on the Calendar for Notice, and pursuant to Rule 35(a), carrying
an appropriation, was referred to the Committee on Appropriations.
Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 35
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 35. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, January 14, 2022, it be to
meet again no later than Tuesday, January 18, 2022.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Recess

At three o'clock and twelve minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker declared a
recess until the fall of the gavel.

At three o'clock and sixteen minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker called the
House to order.
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Rules Suspended; Immediate Consideration; Second Reading; Third Reading
Ordered; Rules Suspended; All Remaining Stages of Passage; Passed in
Concurrence; Rules Suspended; Messaged to the Senate Forthwith

S. 222

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing temporary Open Meeting Law procedures in
response to COVID-19

Pending appearance on the Calendar for Notice, was taken up for
immediate consideration and the bill was read for the second time.

Rep. Mrowicki of Putney, for the Committee on Government Operations,
to which had been referred the Senate bill, reported in favor of its passage in
concurrence.

Thereupon, third reading was ordered.
On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and the

bill placed on all remaining stages of passage. Thereafter, bill was read the
third time and passed in concurrence.

Thereupon, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were
suspended and the bill was ordered messaged to the Senate forthwith.
Committee Relieved of Consideration
and Bill Committed to Other Committee
H. 512

Rep. Copeland Hanzas of Bradford moved that the Committee on
Government Operations be relieved of House bill, entitled

An act relating to modernizing land records and notarial acts law

And that the bill be committed to the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development, which was agreed to.

Adjournment

At three o'clock and thirty-nine minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at three o'clock in
the afternoon.

Concurrent Resolutions Adopted

The following concurrent resolutions, having been placed on the Consent
Calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no member having requested
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floor consideration as provided by Rule 16b of the Joint Rules of the Senate
and House of Representatives, are hereby adopted on the part of the House:

H.C.R. 76

House concurrent resolution congratulating Elle Purrier St. Pierre on her
outstanding performance in the 2020 Olympics women’s 1500-meter race

H.C.R. 77

House concurrent resolution honoring Douglas Weld for his exemplary
community service in the town of Berkshire

H.C.R. 78

House concurrent resolution congratulating the successful rescue effort of
Newport City Fire Chief John Harlamert and retired Chief Robert (RJ) George

H.C.R.79

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2021 Milton High School
Yellowjackets Division II boys’ varsity soccer team

H.C.R. 80

House concurrent resolution honoring former Brattleboro Town Manager
Peter Elwell for his outstanding municipal public service

H.C.R. 81

House concurrent resolution in memory and recognition of Henry A. LaGue
Jr. of Berlin

H.C.R. 82

House concurrent resolution honoring former Brandon Police Lieutenant
Rodney Pulsifer for his exemplary law enforcement career

H.C.R. 83

House concurrent resolution honoring former Brattleboro Public Works
Director Stephen Barrett for his outstanding municipal public service

H.C.R. 84

House concurrent resolution honoring the civic contributions of John H.
and Mary F. Carnahan to the community life of Brattleboro

H.C.R. 85

House concurrent resolution designating January 20, 2022, as Homelessness
Awareness Day in Vermont
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S.C.R. 10

Senate concurrent resolution congratulating the 2021 Bellows Falls Union
High School Terriers Division II championship varsity football team.

[The full text of the concurrent resolutions appeared in the House and
Senate Calendar Addendums on the preceding legislative day and will appear
in the Public Acts and Resolves of the 2022 Adjourned Session.]

Thursday, January 13, 2022
At three o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.
Message from the Senate No. 7

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has on its part adopted Senate concurrent resolution of the
following title:

S.C.R. 10. Senate concurrent resolution congratulating the 2021 Bellows
Falls Union High School Terriers Division II championship varsity football
team..

The Senate has on its part adopted concurrent resolutions originating in the
House of the following titles:

H.C.R. 76. House concurrent resolution congratulating Elle Purrier St.
Pierre on her outstanding performance in the 2020 Olympics women’s 1500-
meter race.

H.C.R. 77. House concurrent resolution honoring Douglas Weld for his
exemplary community service in the town of Berkshire.

H.C.R. 78. House concurrent resolution congratulating the successful
rescue effort of Newport City Fire Chief John Harlamert and retired Chief
Robert (RJ) George.

H.C.R. 79. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2021 Milton
High School Yellowjackets Division II boys’ varsity soccer team.

H.C.R. 80. House concurrent resolution honoring former Brattleboro
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Town Manager Peter Elwell for his outstanding municipal public service.

H.C.R. 81. House concurrent resolution in memory and recognition of
Henry A. LaGue Jr. of Berlin.

H.C.R. 82. House concurrent resolution honoring former Brandon Police
Lieutenant Rodney Pulsifer for his exemplary law enforcement career.

H.C.R. 83. House concurrent resolution honoring former Brattleboro
Public Works Director Stephen Barrett for his outstanding municipal public
service.

H.C.R. 84. House concurrent resolution honoring the civic contributions of
John H. and Mary F. Carnahan to the community life of Brattleboro.

H.C.R. 85. House concurrent resolution designating January 20, 2022, as
Homelessness Awareness Day in Vermont.

Rules Suspended; House Bills Introduced

Pending first reading of the bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney,
the rules were suspended and the bills were read the first time by number and
referred to committee as follows:

H. 590

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to low-alcohol spirits beverages

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 591

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to a direct-to-consumer spirits shipping license

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 592

By Rep. Satcowitz of Randolph,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to municipal ordinances governing nuisance properties
containing salvage and scrap

To the Committee on Government Operations.
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H. 593
By Rep. Campbell of St. Johnsbury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to new motor vehicle arbitration
To the Committee on Transportation.
H. 594

By Reps. Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Anthony of Barre City, Austin of
Colchester, Bartholomew of Hartland, Colburn of Burlington, Cordes of
Lincoln, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Ode of
Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, and
Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to jurisdiction over building energy codes
To the Committee on Energy and Technology.
H. 595
By Rep. Black of Essex,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to allowing essential caregivers to visit residents of long-
term care facilities during a public health emergency

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 596

By Reps. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Burrows of West Windsor, Cina
of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Goldman of Rockingham, Small of
Winooski, Surprenant of Barnard, and Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to proper disposal of unused prescription drugs

To the Committee on Human Services.
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H. 597

By Reps. Canfield of Fair Haven, Birong of Vergennes, Hango of
Berkshire, Martel of Waterford, and Noyes of Wolcott,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to exempting military retirement and military survivor
benefit income

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 598

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Anthony of Barre City, Bongartz of
Manchester, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Goldman of Rockingham, Hango of
Berkshire, Houghton of Essex, Labor of Morgan, Lefebvre of Newark,
Masland of Thetford, Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Mrowicki
of Putney, Nicoll of Ludlow, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton, Sims
of Craftsbury, Smith of Derby, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to a rail feasibility study
To the Committee on Transportation.

H. 599

By Reps. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle
of Burlington, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Coffey of Guilford,
Colburn of Burlington, Howard of Rutland City, Kornheiser of Brattleboro,
Small of Winooski, Surprenant of Barnard, and Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the administration of Executive Branch contracts
To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 600

By Reps. Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Anthony of Barre City, Austin of
Colchester, Bartholomew of Hartland, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Coffey of
Guilford, Colburn of Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of Essex, Elder of
Starksboro, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Ode of
Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Scheu of Middlebury, Sims of Craftsbury,
Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
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An act relating to heating and cooling systems owned or controlled by the
State

To the Committee on Corrections and Institutions.
H. 601

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Marcotte of Coventry, Smith of Derby,
Anthony of Barre City, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Goldman of Rockingham,
Hango of Berkshire, Higley of Lowell, Houghton of Essex, Labor of Morgan,
Lefebvre of Newark, Masland of Thetford, Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M.
of Milton, Mrowicki of Putney, Ode of Burlington, Rosenquist of Georgia,
Seymour of Sutton, Sims of Craftsbury, Strong of Albany, and Williams of
Granby,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to declaring Lake Memphremagog to be a lake in crisis
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.

H. 602

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Chase of Colchester, Goldman of
Rockingham, Houghton of Essex, Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of
Milton, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton, and Yantachka of
Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to prohibiting the sale of tobacco products utilizing single-
use filters

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 603
By Rep. Wood of Waterbury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to requirements for transfer of nursing home ownership
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 604
By Reps. Scheuermann of Stowe and Rogers of Waterville,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to valuation of time-share projects

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
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H. 605

By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield, Christie of Hartford, Noyes of Wolcott, Ode
of Burlington, and Sheldon of Middlebury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to clean water funding
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 606
By Rep. Sheldon of Middlebury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to community resilience and biodiversity protection
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 607

By Reps. Durfee of Shaftsbury, Bongartz of Manchester, and Nigro of
Bennington,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to medical debt collection
To the Committee on Health Care.

H. 608

By Reps. Cupoli of Rutland City, Anthony of Barre City, Arrison of
Weathersfield, Harrison of Chittenden, Leffler of Enosburgh, Page of Newport
City, Parsons of Newbury, Strong of Albany, Williams of Granby, and
Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the simplification of the home study program
To the Committee on Education.

H. 609

By Reps. Cupoli of Rutland City, Anthony of Barre City, Arrison of
Weathersfield, Harrison of Chittenden, Page of Newport City, Sibilia of Dover,
and Williams of Granby,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to technical corrections to Title 16

To the Committee on Education.
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H. 610
By Reps. Hango of Berkshire, Martin of Franklin, and Murphy of Fairfax,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to airport expansion and primary agricultural soils

To the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.

H. 611
By Rep. Smith of Derby,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to flag displays at public schools

To the Committee on Education.

H. 612

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Anthony of Barre City, Arrison of
Weathersfield, Chase of Colchester, Hango of Berkshire, Harrison of
Chittenden, Higley of Lowell, Houghton of Essex, Labor of Morgan, LaClair
of Barre Town, Marcotte of Coventry, Masland of Thetford, Morgan, L. of
Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Morris of Springfield, Mrowicki of Putney,
Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton, Smith of
Derby, Williams of Granby, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to landlord notice of utility disconnections

To the Committee on Energy and Technology.

H. 613
By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to farm-based manufacturers of alcoholic beverages

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
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H. 614
By Rep. Ode of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to time off for illness and for federal holidays

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

H. 615

By Reps. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Bluemle of Burlington, Anthony
of Barre City, Burrows of West Windsor, Cina of Burlington, Coffey of
Guilford, Colburn of Burlington, Goldman of Rockingham, Howard of
Rutland City, Killacky of South Burlington, Kornheiser of Brattleboro, Small
of Winooski, Stebbins of Burlington, Surprenant of Barnard, Vyhovsky of
Essex, and Walz of Barre City,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to compensation history and transparency

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

H. 616

By Reps. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Kornheiser of Brattleboro,
Anthony of Barre City, Black of Essex, Bluemle of Burlington, Bos-Lun of
Westminster, Cina of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Donnally of Hyde
Park, Goldman of Rockingham, Howard of Rutland City, Jessup of Middlesex,
Kitzmiller of Montpelier, Mrowicki of Putney, Nicoll of Ludlow, Ode of
Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Scheu of Middlebury, Sims of Craftsbury, Small
of Winooski, Squirrell of Underhill, Stebbins of Burlington, Surprenant of
Barnard, Toleno of Brattleboro, Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, Walz
of Barre City, White of Bethel, and Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing the Office of the Unemployment Insurance
Advocate

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
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H. 617

By Rep. Kimbell of Woodstock,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to notice of employment laws

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 618

By Reps. O'Brien of Tunbridge, Brumsted of Shelburne, Donahue of
Northfield, Webb of Shelburne, and White of Hartford,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to providing the Abenaki with access to State lands
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 619
By Rep. Toof of St. Albans Town,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the installation of fireblocking in single-family dwellings
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 620
By Rep. Stevens of Waterbury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to Abenaki land ownership and land repatriation
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 621

By Reps. Troiano of Stannard, Anthony of Barre City, Austin of Colchester,
Bartholomew of Hartland, Bluemle of Burlington, Burrows of West Windsor,
Cina of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln, Hooper of
Burlington, Howard of Rutland City, Killacky of South Burlington, Kornheiser
of Brattleboro, Masland of Thetford, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki of
Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, Notte of Rutland
City, Patt of Worcester, Townsend of South Burlington, Vyhovsky of Essex,
Walz of Barre City, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the certification of collective bargaining representatives
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To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 622

By Rep. Morrissey of Bennington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to service dog training

To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 623

By Reps. Burke of Brattleboro and Coffey of Guilford,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to employment protections for volunteer firefighters

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 624

By Reps. Jerome of Brandon, Austin of Colchester, Brumsted of Shelburne,
Burke of Brattleboro, Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Cina of Burlington, Coffey
of Guilford, Cupoli of Rutland City, Dolan of Waitsfield, Durfee of
Shaftsbury, Hango of Berkshire, Killacky of South Burlington, Kitzmiller of
Montpelier, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, Noyes of
Wolcott, Page of Newport City, Pajala of Londonderry, Rachelson of
Burlington, Scheuermann of Stowe, Sims of Craftsbury, Stebbins of
Burlington, White of Bethel, Wood of Waterbury, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to supporting creative sector businesses and cultural
organizations

To the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.
H. 625

By Reps. Bluemle of Burlington, Troiano of Stannard, Walz of Barre City,
Anthony of Barre City, Burrows of West Windsor, Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, and Stebbins of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to providing protections against eviction, foreclosure, and
tax sales

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
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H. 626
By Reps. Sheldon of Middlebury and Troiano of Stannard,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the sale, use, or application of neonicotinoid pesticides
To the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.
H. 628

By Reps. Small of Winooski, Black of Essex, Bluemle of Burlington, Bos-
Lun of Westminster, Brown of Richmond, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burrows of
West Windsor, Cina of Burlington, Coffey of Guilford, Colburn of Burlington,
Colston of Winooski, Copeland Hanzas of Bradford, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan
of Essex, Donnally of Hyde Park, Elder of Starksboro, Goldman of
Rockingham, Grad of Moretown, James of Manchester, Killacky of South
Burlington, Kornheiser of Brattleboro, Lippert of Hinesburg, Pajala of
Londonderry, Pugh of South Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, Rogers of
Waterville, Sibilia of Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, Stebbins of Burlington,
Surprenant of Barnard, Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, Whitman of
Bennington, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to amending a birth certificate to reflect gender identity

To the Committee on Human Services.

Committee Bill Introduced
H. 627
By the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Vermont Economic Development Authority
Was read, and pursuant to House Rule 48, placed on the Calendar for
Notice.
House Discrimination Prevention Panel Appointment Announced

Due to a vacancy on the House Discrimination Prevention Panel, and
pursuant to House Rule 90(a)(3), the House Rules Committee appointed the
following member to the House Discrimination Prevention Panel:

Rep. Killacky of South Burlington
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Action on Bill Postponed
H. 74
House bill, entitled

An act relating to making miscellaneous changes concerning self-storage
businesses

Was taken up, and pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Commerce and Economic Development, on motion of Rep. Marcotte of
Coventry, action on the bill was postponed until January 18, 2022.

Rules Suspended; Second Reading; Third Reading Ordered;
Rules Suspended; Third Reading; Passed in Concurrence;
Rules Suspended; Bill Messaged to Senate Forthwith

S. 223

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing temporary elections procedures for annual
meetings in the year 2022

Pending appearance on the Calendar for Notice, was taken up for
immediate consideration and the bill was read for the second time.

Rep. LaClair of Barre Town, for the Committee on Government
Operations, to which had been referred the Senate bill, reported in favor of its
passage in concurrence.

Thereupon, third reading was ordered.

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and the
bill placed on all remaining stages of passage. The bill was read the third time
and passed in concurrence.

Thereupon, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were
suspended and the bill was ordered messaged to the Senate forthwith.

Adjournment

At three o'clock and twenty-three minutes in the afternoon, on motion of
Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at nine o'clock
and thirty minutes in the forenoon.
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Friday, January 14, 2022
At nine o'clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon the Speaker called the
House to order.
Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by Rep. Grad of Moretown.

Memorial Service

The Speaker placed before the House the following names of members of
past sessions of the Vermont General Assembly who had passed away recently:

Carl Powden of Johnson Member of the House,
Sessions 1989-1994
Willem Jewett of Ripton Member of the House,

Sessions of 2003-2016

Thereupon, the members of the House held a moment of silence in memory
of the deceased members.

Rules Suspended; House Bills Introduced
Pending first reading of the bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney,

the rules were suspended and the bills were read the first time by number and
referred to committee as follows:
H. 629

By Reps. Webb of Shelburne, Brumsted of Shelburne, Grad of Moretown,
and Townsend of South Burlington,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to access to adoption records

To the Committee on Judiciary.
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H. 630

By Reps. Colburn of Burlington, Kornheiser of Brattleboro, Bluemle of
Burlington, Cina of Burlington, Donnally of Hyde Park, Killacky of South
Burlington, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Notte of Rutland City, Rachelson
of Burlington, Small of Winooski, Surprenant of Barnard, Vyhovsky of Essex,
and White of Hartford,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to voluntary engagement in sex work
To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 631

By Reps. Ode of Burlington, Bluemle of Burlington, Burke of Brattleboro,
Coffey of Guilford, Bongartz of Manchester, Noyes of Wolcott, and Satcowitz
of Randolph,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to raising the age of eligibility to marry
To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 632
By Rep. Seymour of Sutton,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to exempting all Social Security benefits for all Vermonters
To the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. 633
By Reps. Dolan of Waitsfield and Satcowitz of Randolph,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to erosion control certification for excavation contractors
To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 634
By Rep. Till of Jericho,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to pregnancy center fraud

To the Committee on Human Services.
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H. 635

By Reps. Colston of Winooski, Mrowicki of Putney, Anthony of Barre City,
Bluemle of Burlington, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Copeland
Hanzas of Bradford, Donnally of Hyde Park, Lippert of Hinesburg,
McCormack of Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Stebbins of Burlington, Troiano
of Stannard, and Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to secondary enforcement of minor traffic offenses
To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 636

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Anthony of Barre City, Chase of
Colchester, Cupoli of Rutland City, Goldman of Rockingham, Hango of
Berkshire, Harrison of Chittenden, Houghton of Essex, Labor of Morgan,
Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of Milton, Mrowicki of Putney, Nicoll of
Ludlow, Peterson of Clarendon, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton,
and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to establishing the Vermont Imagination Library
To the Committee on Education.

H. 637

By Reps. Noyes of Wolcott, Donahue of Northfield, and Goldman of
Rockingham,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to increasing income eligibility thresholds for the Medicare
Savings Programs

To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 638

By Reps. Page of Newport City, Anthony of Barre City, Bongartz of
Manchester, Chase of Colchester, Hango of Berkshire, Harrison of Chittenden,
Houghton of Essex, Labor of Morgan, Morgan, L. of Milton, Morgan, M. of
Milton, Nicoll of Ludlow, Rosenquist of Georgia, Seymour of Sutton, and
Smith of Derby,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to a direct-to-consumer spirits shipping license
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To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 639
By Reps. Noyes of Wolcott and Wood of Waterbury,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to payment reform for adult day service providers
To the Committee on Human Services.
H. 640

By Reps. Cina of Burlington, Burrows of West Windsor, Christie of
Hartford, Colburn of Burlington, Troiano of Stannard, and Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to creating tenant rights to purchase an apartment building
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

H. 641

By Reps. Notte of Rutland City, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Anthony
of Barre City, Bluemle of Burlington, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Burrows of
West Windsor, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Coffey of Guilford,
Colburn of Burlington, Colston of Winooski, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of
Waitsfield, Elder of Starksboro, Jerome of Brandon, Killacky of South
Burlington, Masland of Thetford, Morris of Springfield, Mrowicki of Putney,
Nicoll of Ludlow, Small of Winooski, Surprenant of Barnard, Troiano of
Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, Wood of Waterbury, and
Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to public schools’ or public postsecondary schools’ mascots,
nicknames, logos, letterhead, and team names

To the Committee on Education.
H. 642

By Reps. Smith of New Haven, Elder of Starksboro, Norris of Sheldon, and
Parsons of Newbury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to utility-terrain vehicles

To the Committee on Transportation.
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H. 643

By Reps. Bluemle of Burlington, Stebbins of Burlington, Anthony of Barre
City, Colburn of Burlington, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, and Rachelson
of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the governance of the Vermont State Colleges and the
University of Vermont

To the Committee on Education.
H. 644

By Reps. Nicoll of Ludlow, Colburn of Burlington, Anthony of Barre City,
Bartholomew of Hartland, Bluemle of Burlington, Bos-Lun of Westminster,
Burke of Brattleboro, Burrows of West Windsor, Campbell of St. Johnsbury,
Chase of Colchester, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Colston of
Winooski, Conlon of Cornwall, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of Essex, Donnally
of Hyde Park, Elder of Starksboro, Hooper of Randolph, Hooper of
Burlington, Houghton of Essex, Kitzmiller of Montpelier, Kornheiser of
Brattleboro, McCormack of Burlington, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-
Stanak of Burlington, Pajala of Londonderry, Patt of Worcester, Rachelson of
Burlington, Satcowitz of Randolph, Scheu of Middlebury, Sims of Craftsbury,
Small of Winooski, Stebbins of Burlington, Surprenant of Barnard, Till of
Jericho, Toleno of Brattleboro, Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex, White
of Bethel, White of Hartford, and Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to decriminalization of a personal use supply of a regulated
drug

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 645

By Reps. Cina of Burlington, Brumsted of Shelburne, Colburn of
Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of Waitsfield, Elder of Starksboro,
Houghton of Essex, Masland of Thetford, McCullough of Williston, Notte of
Rutland City, Ode of Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, Sims of Craftsbury,
Small of Winooski, Surprenant of Barnard, Toleno of Brattleboro, and
Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the creation of a scholarship program and pilot project for
the preservation of the Abenaki language
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To the Committee on Education.
H. 646

By Reps. Stebbins of Burlington, Anthony of Barre City, Burke of
Brattleboro, Cordes of Lincoln, Elder of Starksboro, McCullough of Williston,
Mrowicki of Putney, Patt of Worcester, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to joining the Transportation and Climate Initiative
To the Committee on Transportation.

H. 647

By Reps. Stebbins of Burlington, Anthony of Barre City, Burke of
Brattleboro, Cordes of Lincoln, Elder of Starksboro, McCullough of Williston,
Mrowicki of Putney, Patt of Worcester, and Yantachka of Charlotte,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to funds collected from cap-and-invest programs
To the Committee on Transportation.
H. 648
By Rep. Burditt of West Rutland,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to funding for the Vermont Internet Crimes Against
Children (VT-ICAC) Task Force

To the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 649

By Reps. Noyes of Wolcott, Surprenant of Barnard, Colburn of Burlington,
Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Pearl of Danville, Small of Winooski, and
Vyhovsky of Essex,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to motor vehicle inspections
To the Committee on Transportation.

H. 650

By Reps. McCullough of Williston, Stebbins of Burlington, and Rachelson
of Burlington,

House bill, entitled
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An act relating to prohibiting perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
in products to be sold in Vermont and the use and import of wastes containing
microplastics

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 651

By Reps. Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Vyhovsky of Essex, Bos-
Lun of Westminster, Burke of Brattleboro, Burrows of West Windsor, Colburn
of Burlington, Dolan of Essex, Houghton of Essex, Small of Winooski, and
Surprenant of Barnard,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to environmental justice in Vermont

To the Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife.
H. 652

By Rep. Pugh of South Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to physician assistant licensure by endorsement

To the Committee on Health Care.
H. 653

By Rep. Lefebvre of Newark,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the creation of an ecological management qualification
for the Use Value Appraisal program

To the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.
Committee Bills Introduced
H. 654
By the Committee on Health Care,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to extending COVID-19 health care regulatory flexibility

Was read, and pursuant to Rule 48, placed on the Calendar for Notice.
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H. 655
By the Committee on Health Care,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to establishing a telehealth licensure and registration system

Was read, and pursuant to Rule 48, placed on the Calendar for Notice.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations
H. 410
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the creation of the Artificial Intelligence Commission

Appearing on the Calendar for Notice, and pursuant to Rule 35(a), carrying
an appropriation, was referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

Joint Resolution Referred to Committee
J.R.H. 11

Joint resolution wurging Congress and the states to adopt a U.S.
constitutional amendment establishing nine as the number of U.S. Supreme
Court justices

Offered by: Representative Lefebvre of Orange

Whereas, Art. 111, § 1 of the United States Constitution established that “the
judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court,” but
the number of U.S. Supreme Court justices was not specified, and

Whereas, in the Judiciary Act of 1789, the U.S. Congress first set the
number of U.S. Supreme Court justices, and since 1869, the number of justices
has been nine, and

Whereas, in 1937, President Franklin Roosevelt proposed that Congress
provide for the appointment of a maximum of six additional U.S. Supreme
Court justices, one for each current justice who was at least 70 years and six
months old and had served for a minimum of 10 years, and

Whereas, this legislation, which some persons viewed as President
Roosevelt attempting to pack the U.S. Supreme Court with justices who would
make favorable rulings, failed to garner broad public support or even receive a
congressional vote, and

Whereas, on April 9, 2021, President Biden issued Executive Order 14023,
establishing the Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United
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States, and one of the Commission’s charges was to examine the size of the
Court’s membership, and

Whereas, in its draft report, this ideologically diverse Commission
acknowledged Congress’s “broad power” to change the size of the Court, but
commented that expanding the Court would be likely to threaten the Supreme
Court’s legitimacy, and further opined “there are significant reasons to be
skeptical that expansion would serve democratic values,” and

Whereas, in furtherance of retaining the current size of the U.S. Supreme
Court, a bipartisan coalition of over 1,000 elected officials nationwide has
urged the adoption of a U.S. constitutional amendment establishing the number
of U.S. Supreme Court justices at nine, and

Whereas, members of Congress in both chambers have introduced
resolutions to initiate this constitutional amendment process, now therefore be
it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That the General Assembly urges Congress and the states to adopt a U.S.
constitutional amendment establishing nine as the number of U.S. Supreme
Court justices, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to the Keep Nine organization and the Vermont Congressional
Delegation.

Was read and, in the Speaker’s discretion pursuant to Rule 52, treated as bill
and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

House Resolution Read
H.R. 14
House resolution, entitled

House resolution authorizing specified, time-limited remote operation of the
House of Representatives and House committees

Offered by: Committee on Rules

Whereas, the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and in particular the
anticipated impact of the highly-transmissible COVID-19 Omicron variant,
poses a risk to the health and safety of House members, legislative staff, and
members of the public, and the height of this risk is expected to last through
the next two weeks, and
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Whereas, the House Committee on Rules needs the flexibility to meet
remotely as necessary in order to respond to the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, now therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the House of Representatives shall continue to operate remotely, and
be it further

Resolved: That the House of Representatives authorizes a member of a
House committee to debate and vote remotely in their committee if the
member confirms with the member’s committee chair that the member must be
absent from committee due to symptomatic illness or direct COVID-19-related
circumstances, and be it further

Resolved: That the Committee on Rules is authorized to meet remotely as
necessary to address COVID-19-related matters that may impact the operation
of the House and its committees, and be it further

Resolved: That the remote authority set forth in this resolution shall remain
in effect through Tuesday, February 1, 2022.

Was read.

Recess

At ten o'clock and fifty-two minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker declared a
recess until the fall of the gavel.

At eleven and thirty-seven minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker called the
House to order.
Consideration Resumed; Amendment Disagreed To; Resolution Adopted
H.R. 14
Consideration resumed on House resolution, entitled

House resolution authorizing specified, time-limited remote operation of the
House of Representatives and House committees

Pending the question, Shall the House adopt the resolution?, Rep.
McCullough of Williston moved to amend the resolution as follows:

First: By striking out the second Whereas clause.

Second: By striking out all of the Resolved clauses and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:
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Resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the House of Representatives and its committees shall continue to
operate remotely through Tuesday, February 1, 2022.

Pending the question, Shall the resolution be amended as offered by Rep.
McCullough of Williston?, Rep. McCullough of Williston demanded the
Yeas and Nays, which demand was sustained by the Constitutional number.
The Clerk proceeded to call the roll and the question, Shall the resolution be
amended as offered by Rep. McCullough of Williston?, was decided in the

negative. Yeas, 30. Nays, 112.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Anthony of Barre City
Arrison of Weathersfield
Bock of Chester

Brady of Williston
Brownell of Pownal
Cina of Burlington
Colburn of Burlington
Howard of Rutland City
Lefebvre of Newark
Masland of Thetford
McCullough of Williston

McFaun of Barre Town
Morris of Springfield
Morrissey of Bennington
Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington

O'Brien of Tunbridge
Page of Newport City
Rachelson of Burlington *
Seymour of Sutton

Sims of Craftsbury
Sullivan of Dorset

Those who voted in the negative are:

Achey of Middletown
Springs

Ancel of Calais

Austin of Colchester
Bartholomew of Hartland
Beck of St. Johnsbury
Birong of Vergennes
Black of Essex

Bluemle of Burlington
Bongartz of Manchester
Bos-Lun of Westminster
Brennan of Colchester
Briglin of Thetford
Brown of Richmond
Burditt of West Rutland
Burke of Brattleboro
Burrows of West Windsor
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Canfield of Fair Haven
Chase of Colchester
Christie of Hartford
Coffey of Guilford

Goldman of Rockingham
Goslant of Northfield
Grad of Moretown
Graham of Williamstown
Gregoire of Fairfield
Hango of Berkshire
Harrison of Chittenden
Helm of Fair Haven
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Randolph
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
James of Manchester
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex

Killacky of South Burlington

Kimbell of Woodstock
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Labor of Morgan

LaClair of Barre Town
LaLonde of South
Burlington

Surprenant of Barnard
Taylor of Colchester
Terenzini of Rutland Town
Till of Jericho

Vyhovsky of Essex

Walz of Barre City

White of Bethel

Yacovone of Morristown
Yantachka of Charlotte

Nigro of Bennington
Norris of Sheldon
Norris of Shoreham
Notte of Rutland City
Noyes of Wolcott

Ode of Burlington
Pajala of Londonderry
Palasik of Milton
Parsons of Newbury
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester
Pearl of Danville
Peterson of Clarendon
Pugh of South Burlington
Rogers of Waterville
Satcowitz of Randolph
Scheu of Middlebury
Scheuermann of Stowe
Shaw of Pittsford
Sheldon of Middlebury
Sibilia of Dover

Small of Winooski
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Colston of Winooski Lanpher of Vergennes Smith of Derby

Conlon of Cornwall Lefebvre of Orange Smith of New Haven
Copeland Hanzas of Leffler of Enosburgh Squirrell of Underhill
Bradford Lippert of Hinesburg Stebbins of Burlington
Corcoran of Bennington Long of Newfane Stevens of Waterbury
Cordes of Lincoln Marcotte of Coventry Strong of Albany
Cupoli of Rutland City Martel of Waterford Toleno of Brattleboro
Dolan of Essex Martin of Franklin Toof of St. Albans Town
Dolan of Waitsfield Mattos of Milton Townsend of South
Donahue of Northfield McCarthy of St. Albans City  Burlington

Donnally of Hyde Park McCormack of Burlington Troiano of Stannard
Durfee of Shaftsbury McCoy of Poultney Webb of Shelburne
Elder of Starksboro Morgan, L. of Milton White of Hartford
Emmons of Springfield Morgan, M. of Milton Whitman of Bennington
Fagan of Rutland City Mrowicki of Putney Williams of Granby
Feltus of Lyndon Murphy of Fairfax Wood of Waterbury
Gannon of Wilmington Nicoll of Ludlow

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Brumsted of Shelburne Town Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Dickinson of St. Albans Higley of Lowell Rosenquist of Georgia

Rep. Rachelson of Burlington explained her vote as follows:
“Madam Speaker:

With all due respect and gratitude to you and the members of the House
Rules Committee for your well thought out proposal. Having people make
their own decision about coming in if they are “comfortable” doesn’t
unfortunately do anything to stop the spread of COVID. Comfortable and
noncontagious do not go hand in hand. I cannot in good conscience, add one
more burden to our health care system and our health care workers. The
system is short staffed, and workers are exhausted from saving lives and
treating people from everything they normally do, to treating COVID patients.
I will continue to advocate for a statewide mask mandate, and other measures
so that Vermont workers do not have to choose between their safety and their
paycheck.”

Thereupon, the resolution was adopted.
Bills Recommitted
H. 654
House bill, entitled

An act relating to extending COVID-19 health care regulatory flexibility
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Pending appearance on the Notice Calendar, Rep. Lippert of Hinesburg
moved to recommit the bill to the Committee on Health Care, which was
agreed to.

H. 655

House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing a telehealth licensure and registration system

Pending appearance on the Notice Calendar, Rep. Lippert of Hinesburg
moved to recommit the bill to the Committee on Health Care, which was
agreed to.

Action on Bill Postponed
H. 157
House bill, entitled
An act relating to registration of construction contractors

Was taken up, and pending consideration of the Senate proposal of
amendment, on motion of Rep. Troiano of Stannard, action on the bill was
postponed until January 18, 2022.

Recess

At twelve o'clock and forty-eight minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker
declared a recess until the fall of the gavel.

At one o'clock and twenty-three minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker
called the House to order.
Committee Bill; Second Reading; Amendments Offered; Amendment
Disagreed To; Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered
H. 589

Rep. Gannon of Wilmington spoke for the Committee on Government
Operations.

House bill, entitled

An act relating to reapportioning the initial districts of the House of
Representatives

Having appeared on the Notice Calendar, was taken up, and read the second
time.

Pending the question, Shall the bill be read a third time? Rep. Toof of St.
Albans Town and Rep. Scheuermann of Stowe moved that the bill be
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amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 1903, the State uses the U.S. decennial
census data to reapportion the House of Representatives and the Senate.

(2) On October 15, 2021, the Legislative Apportionment Board voted 4-
3-0 to approve an all single-member district map for distribution to cities,
towns, and boards of civil authority as the Board’s tentative House proposal
prepared pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 1905 and 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 11.

(3) On November 23. 2021, the Legislative Apportionment Board voted
4-3-0 to submit a revised all single-member district map to the General

Assembly as the Board’s recommended reapportionment map.
(4)  On November 30, 2021, the Legislative Apportionment Board

submitted the revised all single-member district map to the Clerk of the House
as the Board’s proposed plan for reapportionment of the House of

Representatives pursuant to 17 V.S.A. § 1906.
Sec. 2. REAPPORTIONMENT; INITIAL HOUSE DISTRICTS

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the General
Assembly shall propose the all single-member districts reapportionment
proposal submitted by the Legislative Apportionment Board to the Clerk of the
House on November 30, 2021, to cities, towns, and boards of civil authority
for purposes of taking testimony and requesting feedback on the
reapportionment of the House of Representatives prior to the enactment of
final districts.

Sec. 3. REAPPORTIONMENT; TIMELINE

Notwithstanding 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 11 or any other provision of
law to the contrary, cities, towns, and boards of civil authority shall submit any
proposals regarding the reapportionment of the House of Representatives to
the House Committee on Government Operations on or before February 15,
2022.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Which was disagreed to on a vote by division: Yeas, 32, Nays, 90.

Thereafter, Rep. Gannon of Wilmington moved to amend the bill as
follows:
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First: In Sec. 2, reapportionment; initial House districts plan, following the
section header, by inserting:

“(a) _Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the House
Committee on Government Operations shall send the multi-member districts
reapportionment proposal submitted by the Legislative Apportionment Board
to the Clerk of the House on January 6, 2022, and the all single-member
districts reapportionment proposal submitted by the Legislative Apportionment
Board to the Clerk of the House on November 30, 2021, to cities, towns, and
boards of civil authority for purposes of taking testimony and requesting
feedback on the reapportionment of the House of Representatives prior to the
enactment of final districts.

(h)”

Second: In Sec. 2, reapportionment; initial House districts plan, following
“subdivision of districts under 17 V.S.A. §§ 1906b—1906¢:” by inserting

“District Towns and Cities Representatives”

Third: In Sec. 2, reapportionment; initial House districts plan, following
“FRANKLIN-4" by striking out “Fairfield” and inserting in lieu thereof
“Franklin”

Fourth: In Sec. 2, reapportionment; initial House districts plan, following
“FRANKLIN-5 Bakersfield, Berkshire, Enosburgh,” by striking out
“Franklin,”

Which was agreed to. Thereupon, third reading was ordered.

Adjournment

At two o'clock and nine minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until Tuesday, January 18, 2022, at
ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to the provisions of J.R.S. 35.

Communication from the Governor

“January 11, 2022

The Honorable Jill Krowinski
Speaker of the House

115 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-5301

Dear Speaker Krowinski:
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I have the great honor to inform you that I have appointed Golrang (Rey)
Garofano of Essex, Vermont to serve in the General Assembly representing
House District Chittenden-8-1.

Sincerely,
/s/Philip B. Scott
Governor

PBS/tb

CC: James Condos, Secretary of State
BetsyAnn Wrask, Clerk of the House”

Tuesday, January 18, 2022
At ten o'clock in the forenoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.
Pledge of Allegiance
Speaker Krowinski led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Message from the Senate No. 8

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolution of the following title:
J.R.S. 36. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.
In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Governor has informed the Senate that on the 14th day of January,
2022, he approved and signed a bill originating in the Senate of the following
title:

S. 172. An act relating to authorizing alternative procedures for 2022
annual municipal meetings in response to COVID-19.
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New Member Announced and Appointed to Committee

Rep. Garofano of Essex, who was recently appointed by the Governor to
fill the vacancy in Chittenden 8-1, having taken and subscribed the oath
administered by the Clerk, as required by the Constitution and laws of the
State, was seated and then appointed to the Committee on Human Services by
the Speaker.

Rules Suspended

Pending first reading of the bills, on motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney,
the rules were suspended to allow bills to be read the first time by number.

Recess

At ten o'clock and seven minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker declared a
recess until the fall of the gavel to address connectivity issues.

At ten o'clock and twenty-five minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker called
the House to order.

House Bills Introduced
H. 656
By Rep. Hooper of Burlington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the publication of State, county, and municipal notices on
electronic news media

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

H. 657

By Reps. Ode of Burlington, Smith of Derby, Page of Newport City, Durfee
of Shaftsbury, Hango of Berkshire, and O'Brien of Tunbridge,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the designation of a lake in crisis

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources,
Fish, and Wildlife.

H. 658
By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex and Surprenant of Barnard,
House bill, entitled
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An act relating to providing Medicaid-equivalent coverage to all
Vermonters

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Health Care.
H. 659

By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex, Small of Winooski, Burrows of West
Windsor, Cina of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Cordes of Lincoln,
Donnally of Hyde Park, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Rachelson of
Burlington, and Surprenant of Barnard,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to allowing minors to consent to nonsurgical, gender-
affirming care

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Health Care.
H. 660

By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex, Christie of Hartford, Cina of Burlington,
Colburn of Burlington, Colston of Winooski, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington,
Small of Winooski, and Surprenant of Barnard,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to creating municipal and regional civilian oversight of law
enforcement

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

H. 661

By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle of
Burlington, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Burrows of West Windsor, Christie of
Hartford, Cina of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington, Rachelson of Burlington, Surprenant of Barnard, and Troiano of
Stannard,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to licensure of mental health professionals

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

H. 662
By Reps. Vyhovsky of Essex and Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
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An act relating to studying an expansion of the Vermont State Employees’
Retirement System

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

H. 663

By Reps. Lefebvre of Orange, Achey of Middletown Springs, Brennan of
Colchester, Morgan, M. of Milton, and Parsons of Newbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to false statements made in connection with petitions for
relief from abuse

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 664

By Reps. Masland of Thetford and Mrowicki of Putney,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to jurors’ compensation

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 665

By Rep. Notte of Rutland City,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to court appearances by misdemeanor defendants receiving
residential substance use disorder treatment

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
H. 666

By Reps. Ode of Burlington, Burke of Brattleboro, Coffey of Guilford,
Black of Essex, Brumsted of Shelburne, Dolan of Essex, Dolan of Waitsfield,
Goldman of Rockingham, Houghton of Essex, Howard of Rutland City,
Jerome of Brandon, Jessup of Middlesex, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington,
Sheldon of Middlebury, and Stebbins of Burlington,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to sexual harassment and assault in the Vermont National
Guard

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on General, Housing,
and Military Affairs.
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H. 667

By Reps. Jerome of Brandon, Dolan of Waitsfield, Nicoll of Ludlow, and
Notte of Rutland City,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to enacting the Uniform Restrictive Employment
Agreements Act

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development.

H. 668

By Reps. Stevens of Waterbury, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle of
Burlington, Bos-Lun of Westminster, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burke of
Brattleboro, Burrows of West Windsor, Christie of Hartford, Cina of
Burlington, Coffey of Guilford, Donahue of Northfield, Killacky of South
Burlington, Lippert of Hinesburg, McCullough of Williston, Mrowicki of
Putney, Notte of Rutland City, Sims of Craftsbury, Sullivan of Dorset, Toleno
of Brattleboro, Troiano of Stannard, White of Bethel, White of Hartford, and
Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the protection of Abenaki sacred sites

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on General, Housing,
and Military Affairs.

H. 669
By Rep. Ode of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to employee scheduling

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on General, Housing,
and Military Affairs.

H. 670

By Reps. Ode of Burlington, Bluemle of Burlington, and Killacky of South
Burlington,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to employee expense reimbursement

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on General, Housing,
and Military Affairs.
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H. 671

By Rep. Scheuermann of Stowe,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to allowing dogs on the patios of food establishments

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Human Services.
H. 672

By Reps. Small of Winooski, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle of
Burlington, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burke of Brattleboro, Christie of Hartford,
Cina of Burlington, Colburn of Burlington, Donnally of Hyde Park,
Kornheiser of Brattleboro, Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Pajala of
Londonderry, Surprenant of Barnard, Troiano of Stannard, Vyhovsky of Essex,
Whitman of Bennington, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to the Reach Up program

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Human Services.
H. 673

By Reps. Stebbins of Burlington, Rogers of Waterville, Birong of
Vergennes, Bock of Chester, Conlon of Cornwall, Durfee of Shaftsbury, Hango
of Berkshire, Jerome of Brandon, Parsons of Newbury, Rosenquist of Georgia,
Seymour of Sutton, Sibilia of Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, White of Bethel,
Williams of Granby, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to permits for overweight and overlength motor vehicles

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation.
H. 674

By Reps. Burke of Brattleboro, Sibilia of Dover, Stebbins of Burlington,
and White of Hartford,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to requiring the removal of snow and ice from vehicles
operated on public highways

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation.
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H. 675

By Rep. Austin of Colchester,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to excessive motor vehicle noise

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation.
H. 676

By Reps. Jerome of Brandon, Anthony of Barre City, Black of Essex, Bos-
Lun of Westminster, Brumsted of Shelburne, Burrows of West Windsor,
Coffey of Guilford, Dolan of Waitsfield, Durfee of Shaftsbury, Hooper of
Burlington, Masland of Thetford, Mrowicki of Putney, Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington, Nicoll of Ludlow, Ode of Burlington, Patt of Worcester, Sims of
Craftsbury, Sullivan of Dorset, White of Bethel, and Wood of Waterbury,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to child care capacity development grants

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Human Services.
H. 677

By Reps. Whitman of Bennington, Anthony of Barre City, Bluemle of
Burlington, Brumsted of Shelburne, Campbell of St. Johnsbury, Coffey of
Guilford, Cordes of Lincoln, Dolan of Waitsfield, Durfee of Shaftsbury, Elder
of Starksboro, Houghton of Essex, Jerome of Brandon, Masland of Thetford,
Mrowicki of Putney, Nicoll of Ludlow, Noyes of Wolcott, Ode of Burlington,
Pajala of Londonderry, Rachelson of Burlington, Scheu of Middlebury,
Sheldon of Middlebury, Small of Winooski, White of Hartford, Wood of
Waterbury, and Yacovone of Morristown,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to regulating cosmetic products containing certain chemicals
and chemical classes

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Human Services.
H. 678

By Reps. Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, Rogers of Waterville, Burke of
Brattleboro, Chase of Colchester, Christie of Hartford, Colburn of Burlington,
Donnally of Hyde Park, Goldman of Rockingham, Kitzmiller of Montpelier,
Leffler of Enosburgh, Nicoll of Ludlow, Notte of Rutland City, Seymour of
Sutton, Sibilia of Dover, Sims of Craftsbury, Small of Winooski, Surprenant of
Barnard, Vyhovsky of Essex, White of Hartford, and Whitman of Bennington,
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House bill, entitled
An act relating to legislator compensation and benefits

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.

Committee Bill Introduced
H. 679
By the Committee on Appropriations,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to fiscal year 2022 budget adjustments

Was read, and pursuant to House Rule 48, placed on the Notice Calendar.

Second Reading
H. 74

Rep. Nigro of Bennington, for the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development, to which had been referred House bill, entitled

An act relating to making miscellaneous changes concerning self-storage
businesses

Reported in favor of its passage when amended by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 98 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 98. STORAGE UNITS

§ 3901. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter;—the—feHowing—terms—shall-have—thefolowing
meanings:

(1) “Default” means the violation or failure to perform a duty or
obligation created in this chapter or in a rental agreement.

(2) “Electronic mail” means the transmission of information through

computer or other electronic means or a communication sent to a person
1dentified by a unique electronic address.

(3) “Last known address” means that the mailing address, and the e-mail
address if applicable, provided by the occupant in the a rental agreement or the

address-provided-by-the-eeeupant in a subsequent written notice of a change of

address.




TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022 83

(4)(A) “Late fee” means a fee or charge assessed for an occupant’s
failure to pay rent or other fees, charges, or expenses when due.

(B) ‘“Late fee” does not include:

(1) interest on a debt;

(i1) reasonable expenses, fees, or charges incurred in the collection
of unpaid rent or expenses; or

(ii1) fees or charges associated with the enforcement of any other
remedy provided by law or a rental agreement.

2)5) “Occupant” means a person, successor, assignee, agent, or
representative entitled to the use ef-the storage space in-a-self-storage-faetlity

under a rental agreement to the exclusion of others.

3)(6) “Owner” means the owner, operator, lessor, or sublessor of a self-
storage facility, an agent, or any other person authorized by the owner to
manage the facility or to receive rent from an occupant under a rental
agreement.

(7) _“Personal information” means written information about a person
that is not publicly available and that readily identifies that person or is closely
associated with that person, including a Social Security number, credit or debit
card information, a bank account number, medical information, or passport
information.

4)(8) “Personal property” means movable property not affixed to land,
and includes goods, merchandise, and household items.

5)9) “Rental agreement” means any a written agreement that
establishes or modifies the terms, conditions, rules, or any other provision

concerning the use and occupancy of a-sel-steragefaetlity storage space.

6)(10)(A) “Self-storage facility” means any real property designed and
used for the purpose of rentmg or leasmg 1nd1v1dua1 storage space to eeeupaﬁ%s

pefse&al—pfepeffy an occupant.

(B) A self-storage facility is not a “warehouse” as used-in-Astiele7

of the Uniform Commercial Code (U.C.C.) as codified in Title defined in
9AV.S.A. 87 102. H;aﬂ—ewner—rswes—aiﬁhwafehetmeeeﬂ&t—btﬂ—e#L&éng—ef

(11) “Storage space” means the individual space at a self-storage facility
that is rented to an occupant under a rental agreement.
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§ 3902. RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES

(a) Ne-eeceupantshall An occupant shall not use storage space at a self-
storage facility for residential purposes.

(b) Ne—ownershall An owner shall not knowingly permit the use of a
storage space at-a-self-storage-factlity-to-be-used for residential purposes.

§ 3903. DISCLOSURES

(a) A rental agreement shall contain the following:

(1) Fhe the name and address of the owner and occupant:;

(2) Fhe the actual monthly occupancy charge, rent, or lease amount for
the storage space provided, expressed in dollars:;

(A)  disclosure of the charges the owner may impose for the
occupancys;

(B) a description of the charges, including any security deposit and
the conditions for retaining or returning the deposit;
(C) whether the charges are mandatory or optional;; and

(D) the amount of each charge, expressed in dollars:;
(4) A-statement-of a provision that states:

(A) whether property stored in the leased storage space is er-is—net
insured by the owner against loss or damage; and

(B) ef the requirement that the occupant must provide his or her own
insurance for any property stored-; and

(5) A-statement-advising notice to an occupant that:
(A) the-eceupant-of-the-existence-of the lien-ereated by this—chapter;

this chapter creates a lien on property stored in the storage space:

(B) that the owner may sell the property stored in the leased storage
space may-be-seld to satisfy the lien;-and;

(C) that the owner shall-net-be is not liable for damage, loss, or
alienation of items of sentimental nature or value; and

(D) if the owner offers notice by electronic mail, the occupant may
elect to receive notice by electronic mail only by indicating the election in the
rental agreement.
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(b) If a rental agreement contains a limit on the value of property that may

be stored in a storage space, the limit is deemed to be the maximum value of
the property in the storage space and the maximum liability of the owner for

any claim.
(c)(1) An owner may impose a late fee of not more than $20.00 or

20 percent of a rental payment, whichever is greater, for each service period
that an occupant does not pay the rent, charges, fees, or expenses when due.

(2) An owner shall not impose a late fee if the occupant pays the rent,
charges, fees, and expenses in full not later than five days after the due date.

(3) _An owner shall not impose a late fee unless the amount of the fee
and the conditions for imposing that fee are stated in the rental agreement.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in a rental agreement, an occupant has the
exclusive care. custody, and control of property in a storage space until the
property is sold or otherwise disposed pursuant to this chapter.

(e) The disclosures required under subdivisions (a)(4) and (a)(5) and
subsections (b)—(d) of this section shall be written in bold type and of a font
size equal to or greater than the general text of the agreement.

§ 3904. LIEN
T o self cacili
(a) An owner has a possessory lien upon all personal property located in a
storage space at-a-self-storage-faectity for:
(1) rent;;
(2) labors-er;

(3) late fees or other charges;present-orfutureinrelationto relating to

the personal propertys; and

(4) fer expenses relevant—to—its—preservation—or—expenses—reasonably

ineurred-in-its arising from the preservation or sale of the property pursuant to
this chapter.

(_) The hen created in th1s sectlon attaches as of the date the—pefseﬂ-al

{Iaeﬂ-rty m—aeeefdaﬂee—wrth—the—pfev&eﬂs—ef—a—vahd an occuDant stores

personal property in a storage space pursuant to a rental agreement.

§ 3905. ENFORCEMENT OF LIEN
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of this-seetion If an occupant defaults under a rental agreement, the owner may
enforce the lien created in section 3904 of this title pursuant to this section.

(1) First notice of default. Ne Not sooner than seven days after a
default, the owner shall notify the occupant shall-be-netified of the default by
regular mail or electronic mail sent to his—er-her the occupant’s last known
address.

(2) Second notice of default.

(A) Ne Not sooner than 14 days after mailing ef the first notice, the
owner shall notify the occupant shall-be—netified of the default by certified

mail, first-class mail with a certificate of mailing, or electronic mail sent to his
or-her the occupant’s last known address.

(B) If the owner sent the second notice of default to the occupant by
electronic mail and does not receive a response, return receipt, or delivery
confirmation from the same electronic mail address within two days, then
before proceeding with a sale, the owner shall send the notice to the occupant

either by certified mail or by first-class mail with a certificate of mailing.
(C) The second notice shall contain the following:

A)(1) An itemized statement of the owner’s claim showing the sum
due at the time of the notice and the date when the sum became due.

B)(ii) A brief and general description of the personal property
subject to the lien. Fhere-shall-bene-requirement An owner is not required to
describe the specific contents of a storage space in a self-storage facility
beyond stating that it is the contents of a specific storage space in a specific
self-storage facility rented by a specific occupant.

€6)(iii)) A notice of denial of access to the personal property, if such
denial is permitted under the terms of the rental agreement.

D)(iv) A demand for payment within a specified time not less than
fifteen 15 days after the mailing of the second notice of default.

E)(v) A conspicuous statement that unless the claim is paid in full
within the time stated in the notice, the personal property will be advertised for
sale and sold according to law.

(3) Advertisement. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (C) or
(D) of this subdivision (3):

(A) After the expiration of the time given in the second notice under
subdivision (2) of this section, the owner shall publish an advertisement of the

sale shall-be-published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the print or
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electronic version of a newspaper of general circulation where the self-storage
facility is located.

(B) The advertisement shall contain the following:

A)(1) A a brief and general description of the personal property as
provided in subdivision (2)(B) of this section:;

B)(ii) Fhe the address of the self-storage facility and;

(iii) the number, if any, of the space where the personal property
1s located;

(iv) the name of the occupant; and

(v) the time, place, and manner of the sale.
(C) Fhe-time;place;and-manner-ofthe-sale: If there is no newspaper

of general circulation where the self-storage facility is located, the owner shall
post the advertisement shall-be-pested at least 15 days before the date of the
sale at the town hall where the self-storage facility is located in saeh—fashion
the same manner as the auction sales of real property are posted.

te—pubhsh—m—&eeefdﬂﬂee—wrﬂa—thrs—see&eﬂ— As an alternatlve to the

advertisement required in subdivisions (A)—(C) of this subdivision (3), an

owner may advertise the sale of personal property in a commercially
reasonable manner. For purposes of this subdivision (D), a manner of

advertisement is commercially reasonable if three or more independent bidders
attend or view the sale.

(4) Notice to other lienholders. Before the expiration of the time given
in the second notice under subdivision (2) of this section, the owner shall
determine whether the occupant owns any personal property subject to an
active lien registered with the Vermont Secretary of State. If any such lien
exists, the owner shall notify the lienholder shall-be-netified by certified mail
not less than 21 days prior to the sale of the property. Sueh The notice shall
include the following:

(A) A statement describing the property to be sold. There shall be no
requirement to describe the specific contents of a storage space in a self-
storage facility beyond stating that it is the contents of a specific storage space
in a specific self-storage facility rented by a specific occupant.
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(B) A statement of the lienholder’s rights under this chapter.

(C) A statement of the time, place, and manner of the sale of the
property.
(5) Delivery. For purposes of this chapter:

(A) notice by regular mail or first-class mail with a certificate of

mailing is delivered when deposited with the U.S. Postal Service if the mail is
properly addressed to the occupant’s last known address and postage is

prepaid; and

(B) notice by electronic mail is delivered when properly addressed
and sent to an occupant’s last known electronic mail address.

(A) An owner that fulfills the notice and advertisement requirements

of this section may sell personal property stored in a storage space, subject to

the following conditions:

(A)—The-sale-efthe persenal property-shall-take place

(i) the sale occurs not sooner than 15 days after the first
publieation advertisement under subdivision (3) of this sections;

B)r—Any——sale—of the—personalpreperty under—this—ehapter——shall
conform

(i1) the sale conforms to the terms of all the notifications required
under this section—H, or, if the sale will not or does not take place as provided
fer in the notifications, then the owner makes subsequent notifications shal-be
made in the same manner as the original notifications had—been—made:
consistent with this section;

(ii1) _subject to subdivision (6)(C) of this section, the owner does
not knowingly sell personal information contained in the storage space;

(EAny-sale-ef the persenal property-shall-be

(iv) the sale is held at the self-storage facility, er at the nearest
suitable place-, or on a publicly accessible website;

(D)yAny-sale-oef the personal prepertyshall-be

(v)_the owner does not purchase personal property at the sale: and

performed in a commercially reasonable manner;

(vi) the sale is
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’ . . . ;
mal *ket.&*e*efel et Ehe; PHEe e&.ﬂl ej*t in-such-market at-the-time-of the-sale;-or

(B) For purposes of subdivision (6)(A)(vi) of this section:

(1) A sale is commercially reasonable if it conforms to
commercially reasonable practices within a recognized market for the goods or
among dealers in the type of goods seld:-hewever,.

(ii) the The sale of more goods than apparently necessary to
ensure-satisfactionof the satisfy an occupant’s obligation is not commercially
reasonable unless necessary due to the nature of the goods being sold or the
manner in which they are customarily sold.

(iii) The fact that an owner could obtain a better price eould-have
been—obtained by sale at a different time or by a different method frem-that
seleeted-by-the-owner is not of itself sufficient to establish that the sale was not
made-in-a commercially reasonable manner.

(O)(1) If an owner has a reasonable belief that storage space contains
the personal information of an occupant or clients, customers, or others with
whom the occupant does business, the owner shall not hold a lien sale of the
personal information and may destroy the personal information without
liability to any person.

(ii) Before taking possession of any personal property sold, a

purchaser shall acknowledge that if any of the contents contain personal
information, the purchaser will return the personal information to the owner,
which the owner may destroy without liability to any person.

E)}(D) Any Except as provided in subdivision (7) of this section, an
owner shall conduct a sale or disposition of a motor vehicle shall-be-performed
pursuant to 23 V.S.A. chapter 21 and any a sale or disposition of a vessel,
snowmobile, or all-terrain vehicle shall-be—performed pursuant to 23 V.S.A.
chapter 36.

(7) Towing.

(A) If rent, charges, fees, or expenses remain unpaid after 51 days, an
owner may have a vehicle, vessel, snowmobile, trailer, or all-terrain vehicle
towed away by a towing company.

(B) Not later than five days after having personal property towed

pursuant to this subdivision (7), an owner shall notify the occupant by regular
mail or electronic mail at the occupant’s last known address and shall include

the name, address, and telephone number of the towing company.
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(C) An owner has no liability to any person for having property

towed or for damage to the property after the towing company takes
possession of the property.

6)(8) Right of satisfaction.

(A) Before any a sale of personal property pursuant to this chapter,
the occupant may pay redeem the property by paying the amount necessary to
satisfy the lien #faH and the reasonable expenses incurred under this section;
and thereby redeem the personal property.

(B) Upon receipt of saeh payment, the owner shall return the
personal property; and thereafter the-ewner-shal-have-ne-liability is not liable

to any person with respect to sueh the personal property.

A(9) Proceeds in excess of lien amount.

(A) Inthe-event-of-saleunderthisseetion;—the An owner that sells
property pursuant to this section:

(1) may satisfy the owner’s lien from the proceeds of the sale;but;
and

(ii) shall hold the balance, if any, for delivery on demand to the
occupant.

(B) If the occupant does not claim the balance of the proceeds sueh
funds-shall-be-paid-ever, the owner shall deliver the balance without interest to
the Treasurer of the State of Vermont in accordance with 27 V.S.A. chapter 14.

8)(10) Rights of other lienholders. The holder of any perfected lien or
security interest on personal property stored in the storage unit and registered
with the Vermont Secretary of State may take possession of its liened property
at any time prior to sale or other disposition.

9)(11) Rights of purchasers. A purchaser in good faith of the personal
property sold to satisfy a lien;-as-previded-elsewhere-in-this-chapter; takes the
property free of any rights of persons against whom the lien was valid, despite
noncompliance by the owner with the requirements of this chapter.

(12) Disposal of personal property. If an owner complies with the
requirements of this section and a qualified buyer does not purchase the
property offered for sale, the owner may dispose of the property without
liability.

(13) Liability. An owner that has complied with the applicable
provisions of this chapter is not liable to an occupant, lienholder, or any other

person.
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§ 3906. SCOPE; SUPPLEMENTAL NATURE OF CHAPTER

(a) If an owner issues a warehouse receipt, bill of lading, or other
document of title for the personal property stored in a self-storage facility, the
owner and the occupant are subject to Title 9A and this chapter does not apply.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed in any manner to impair or
affect the right of parties to create liens by special contract or agreement, nor
shall it in any manner affect or impair other liens arising at common law or in
equity, or by any statute in this State.

k %k k%
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2022.

The bill, having appeared on the Notice Calendar, was taken up, and read
the second time.

Recess

At ten o'clock and thirty-two minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker declared
a recess until the fall of the gavel.

At ten o'clock and thirty-nine minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker called
the House to order.
Consideration Resumed
H. 74
Consideration resumed on House bill, entitled

An act relating to making miscellaneous changes concerning self-storage
businesses

Recess

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the Speaker declared a recess until the
fall of the gavel.

At eleven o'clock and eleven minutes in the forenoon, the Speaker called
the House to order.

Consideration Resumed; Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered
H. 74

Consideration resumed on House bill, entitled
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An act relating to making miscellaneous changes concerning self-storage
businesses

Thereupon, the report of the Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development was agreed to, and third reading ordered.
Action on Bill Postponed
H. 157
House bill, entitled
An act relating to registration of construction contractors

Was taken up, and pending the question, Shall the House concur in the
Senate proposal of amendment?, on motion of Rep. Troiano of Stannard,
action on the bill was postponed until January 19, 2022.

Third Reading; Bill Passed
H. 589
House bill, entitled

An act relating to reapportioning the initial districts of the House of
Representatives

Was taken up, read the third time, and passed.

Committee Bill; Second Reading; Third Reading Ordered
H. 627

Rep. Kimbell of Woodstock spoke for the Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development.

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Vermont Economic Development Authority

Having appeared on the Calendar for Notice and appearing on the Calendar
for Action, was taken up, read the second time, and third reading ordered.

Adjournment

At eleven and thirty-seven minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at three o'clock in
the afternoon.
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Wednesday, January 19, 2022
At three o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Message from the Senate No. 9

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:
S. 224. An act relating to juvenile proceedings.
In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Governor has informed the Senate that on the 18th day of January,
2022, he approved and signed bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 222. An act relating to authorizing temporary Open Meeting Law
procedures in response to COVID-19.

S. 223. An act relating to authorizing temporary elections procedures for
annual meetings in the year 2022.

House Bills Introduced

House bills of the following titles were severally introduced, read the first
time, and referred to committee as follows:

H. 680
By Rep. Graham of Williamstown,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to obtaining a marriage license in any town in Vermont

To the Committee on Government Operations.



94 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

H. 681

By Reps. Scheuermann of Stowe, Birong of Vergennes, and Wood of
Waterbury,

House bill, entitled
An act relating to the definition of "cider"
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 682
By Reps. McCormack of Burlington and Cina of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to municipal authority to limit the increase of rental rates
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 683
By Rep. Gannon of Wilmington,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to deducting municipal fire and rescue services from the
taxes collected in unorganized towns and gores

To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 684

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to first- and third-class alcoholic beverage licenses for food
trucks

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 685

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to exceptions to Vermont’s tied-house law

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
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H. 686
By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to parity in the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages
To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 687
By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to including lower alcohol fortified wines in the definition
of "vinous beverages"

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 688

By Rep. Birong of Vergennes,

House bill, entitled

An act relating to authorizing satellite tasting rooms for alcoholic beverage
manufacturers

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.
H. 689
By Rep. McCormack of Burlington,
House bill, entitled
An act relating to requiring municipalities to adopt local enforcement plans
To the Committee on Government Operations.
H. 690
By Rep. Satcowitz of Randolph,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to amending the methods for notification of tax delinquency
and tax sale proceedings

To the Committee on Ways and Means.
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H. 691
By Reps. Birong of Vergennes, Hango of Berkshire, and Sibilia of Dover,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to establishing qualifications for the Adjutant and Inspector
General

To the Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

Senate Bill Referred
S. 224
Senate bill, entitled
An act relating to juvenile proceedings
Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
Joint Resolution Adopted; Rules Suspended;
Resolution Messaged to Senate Forthwith
J.R.H. 12
Joint resolution amending the application of temporary Joint Rule 22A
Offered by: Representatives Long of Newfane and McCoy of Poultney

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That Temporary Joint Rule 22A is amended to read as follows:

Rule 22A. Emergeney Temporary Rule Regarding Joint Committee
Meetings

%hrs—&u%heﬂ-zaﬁeﬂ—feme%eb%n—ee&fefmfw&h—thrs—l%b&e A member of a 101nt

committee may debate and vote remotely in that committee if the member
confirms with the committee’s chair or co-chairs, as applicable, that the

member must be absent from committee due to symptomatic illness or direct
COVID-19-related circumstances.

(b) The autherity—ofthe Joint Rules Committee under—thisRule22A
terminates-enJanuary 18,2022 is authorized to meet remotely as necessary to

address COVID-19-related matters that may impact the operation of the
General Assembly and joint committees.
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(c) The remote authority set forth in this rule shall remain in effect through
Tuesday, February 1, 2022.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection {b) (c) of this rule, if the
Governor thereafter reissues capacity restrictions at gatherings and events or
requires masks and physical distancing in response to COVID-19, the Joint
Rules Committee is again authorized to meet remotely and to permit any joint
committees of the Legislature to meet and vote electronically as the Joint
Rules Committee determines appropriate.

Was taken up and adopted on the part of the House.
On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and the
resolution was ordered messaged to the Senate forthwith.
Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 36
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 36. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, January 21, 2022, it be to
meet again no later than Tuesday, January 25, 2022.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.
Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred in
With a Further Amendment Thereto
H. 157
An act relating to registration of construction contractors

The Senate proposed to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) There is currently no master list of residential construction
contractors operating in the State.

(2) There is no standard process for determining or adjudicating

construction contract fraud complaints either on the part of contractors or
consumers.

(3) Public authorities have no mechanism to contact all contractors
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when necessary to provide updates to public health requirements, safe working
protocols, codes and standards, and available trainings and certifications.

(4) Wide dissemination of information on codes, standards, and

trainings is vital to improving construction techniques throughout the State’s
construction industry. Since building thermal conditioning represents over
one-quarter of the State’s greenhouse gas emissions, improving energy

performance is a key strategy for meeting the requirements of the Global
Warming Solutions Act, 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 153.

(5) While registration is not licensure and confers no assurance of
competence, consumers have no way of knowing whether a contractor is

operating legally or has been subject to civil claims or disciplinary actions.

(6) A noncommercial, standardized public listing will provide
contractors an opportunity to include in their record optional third-party, State-
sanctioned certifications.

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 122 is amended to read:
§ 122. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

The Office of Professional Regulation is created within the Office of the
Secretary of State. The Office of Professional Regulation shall have a director
who shall-be is an exempt employee appointed by the Secretary of State and
shall-be—an—exempt—employee. The following boards or professions are

attached to the Office of Professional Regulation:

* %k sk

(50) Residential Contractors
Sec. 3. 26 V.S.A. chapter 107 is added to read:
CHAPTER 107. RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS
Subchapter 1. General Provisions
§ 5501. REGISTRATION REQUIRED

(a) A person shall register with the Office of Professional Regulation prior
to contracting with a homeowner to perform residential construction in
exchange for consideration of more than $2.500.00, including labor and
materials.

(b) Unless otherwise exempt under section 5502 of this title, as used in this
chapter, “residential construction” means to build, demolish, or alter a

residential dwelling unit, or a building or premises with four or fewer
residential dwelling units, in this State, and includes interior and exterior
construction, renovation, and repair; painting; paving; roofing; weatherization;
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installation or repair of heating, plumbing, solar, electrical, water, or
wastewater systems; and other activities the Office specifies by rule consistent
with this chapter.

§ 5502. EXEMPTIONS
This chapter does not apply to:

(1) an employee acting within the scope of his or her employment for a
business organization registered under this chapter;
(2)(A) a professional engineer, licensed architect, or tradesperson

licensed, registered, or certified by the Department of Public Safety acting
within the scope of his or her license, registration, or certification; or

(B) a business that performs residential construction if the work is
performed primarily by or under the direct supervision of one or more
employees who are individually exempt from registration under subdivision
(2)(A) of this section;

(3)  delivery or installation of consumer appliances, audio-visual
equipment, telephone equipment, or computer network equipment;

(4) landscaping;

(5) work on a structure that is not attached to a residential building: or

(6)  work that would otherwise require registration that a person
performs in response to an emergency, provided the person applies for

registration within a reasonable time after performing the work, as specified by
rule.

§ 5503. MANDATORY REGISTRATION AND VOLUNTARY
CERTIFICATION DISTINGUISHED

(a)(1) The system of mandatory registration established by this chapter is

intended to protect against fraud, deception, breach of contract, and violations
of law, but is not intended to establish standards for professional gqualifications

or workmanship that is otherwise lawful.
(2) The provisions of 3 V.S.A. § 129a. with respect to a registration,

shall be construed in a manner consistent with the limitations of this
subsection.

(b) The system of voluntary certification established in this chapter is
intended to provide consumers and contractors with a publicly available,

noncommercial venue for contractors to list optional approved certifications.
The Director of Professional Regulation, in consultation with public safety

officials and recognized associations or boards of builders, remodelers,
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architects, and engineers, may:

(1) adopt rules providing for the issuance of voluntary certifications, as

defined in subdivision 3101la(l) of this title, that signify demonstrated

competence in particular subfields and specialties related to residential
construction;

(2) establish minimum qualifications, and standards for performance

and conduct, necessary for certification; and

(3) discipline a certificant for violating adopted standards or other law,
with or without affecting the underlying registration.
Subchapter 2. Administration
§ 5505. DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR

(a) The Director of Professional Regulation shall:

(1) provide information to the public concerning registration,

certification, appeal procedures, and complaint procedures;

(2) administer fees established under this chapter;

3) receive applications for registration or certification, issue
registrations and certifications to applicants qualified under this chapter, deny
or renew registrations or certifications, and issue, revoke, suspend, condition,

and reinstate registrations and certifications as ordered by an administrative
law officer; and

(4) prepare and maintain a registry of registrants and certificants.

(b) The Director, after consultation with the advisors appointed pursuant to
section 5506 of this title, shall adopt rules to implement this chapter.

§ 5506. ADVISORS

(a) The Secretary of State shall appoint two persons pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§ 129b to serve as advisors in matters relating to residential contractors and
construction.

(b) To be eligible to serve, an advisor shall:

(1) register under this chapter;

(2) have at least three years’ experience in residential construction
immediately preceding appointment; and

(3) remain active in the profession during his or her service.

(¢) _The Director of Professional Regulation shall seek the advice of the
advisors in implementing this chapter.
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5507. FEES

A person regulated under this chapter shall pay the following fees at initial
application and biennial renewal:

(1) Registration, individual: $75.00.

(2) Registration, business organization: $250.00.

(3) State certifications: $75.00 for a first certification and $25.00 for
each additional certification.

Subchapter 3. Registrations

§ 5508. ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for registration, the Director of Professional Regulation shall
find that the applicant is in compliance with the provisions of this chapter and
applicable State law and has satisfied any judgment order related to the
provision of professional services to a homeowner.

§ 5509. REQUIREMENTS OF REGISTRANTS

(a) Insurance. A person registered under this chapter shall maintain
minimum liability insurance coverage in the amount of $300,000.00 per claim

and $1.000,000.00 aggregate, evidence of which may be required as a
precondition to issuance or renewal of a registration.

(b) Writing.
(1) A person registered under this chapter shall execute a written

contract prior to receiving a deposit or commencing residential construction
work if the estimated value of the labor and materials exceeds $2.500.00.

(2) A contract shall specify:

(A) Price. One of the following provisions for the price of the
contract:

(1) a maximum price for all work and materials;

(ii) a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time

and materials basis, not to exceed a maximum price; or

(iii) a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time

and materials basis and that there is no maximum price.

(B) Work dates. Estimated start and completion dates.

(C) Scope of work. A description of the services to be performed
and a description of the materials to be used.

(D) Change order provision. A description of how and when
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amendments to the contract may be approved and documented, as agreed by
the parties.
(3) The parties shall document an amendment to the contract in a signed
(c) Down payment.

(1) If a contract specifies a maximum price for all work and materials or
a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time and materials
basis, not to exceed a maximum price, the contract may require a down
payment of up to one-half of the cost of labor to the consumer, or one-half of
the price of materials, whichever is greater.

(2) If a contract specifies that billing and payment will be made on a time

and materials basis and that there is no maximum price, the contract may
require a down payment as negotiated by the parties.

§ 5510. PROHIBITIONS AND REMEDIES

(a) A person who does not register as required pursuant to this chapter may
be subject to an injunction or a civil penalty, or both, for unauthorized practice
as provided in 3 V.S.A. § 127(b).

(b) The Office of Professional Regulation may discipline a registrant or
certificant for unprofessional conduct as provided in 3 V.S.A. § 129a, except
that 3 V.S.A. § 129a(b) does not apply to a registrant.

(¢) The following conduct by a registrant, certificant, applicant, or person
who later becomes an applicant constitutes unprofessional conduct:

(1) failure to enter into a written contract when required by this chapter;

(2) failure to maintain liability or workers’ compensation insurance as

required by law;

(3) committing a deceptive act in commerce in violation of 9 V.S.A.
§ 2453;

(4) falsely claiming certification under this chapter, provided that this

subdivision does not prevent accurate and nonmisleading advertising or
statements related to credentials that are not offered by this State:; and

(5) selling or fraudulently obtaining or furnishing a certificate of

registration, certification, license, or any other related document or record, or
assisting another person in doing so. including by reincorporating or altering a

trade name for the purpose or with the effect of evading or masking
revocation, suspension, or discipline against a registration issued under this

chapter.
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Sec. 4. IMPLEMENTATION

(a) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of 26 V.S.A. chapter 107:

(1) The initial biennial registration term for residential contractors
pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 107 shall begin on April 1, 2022.

(2) The Secretary of State may begin receiving applications for the
initial registration term on December 1, 2021.

(3)(A) The registration fee for individuals who submit complete
registration requests between December 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022 is $25.00
and between April 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023, the fee is $50.00.

(B) The registration fee for business organizations that submit

complete registration requests between December 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022
is $175.00 and between April 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023, the fee is $200.00.

(4) Prior to April 1, 2023, the Office of Professional Regulation shall
not take any enforcement action for unauthorized practice under 26 V.S.A.
§ 5510(a) against a residential contractor who fails to register as required by
this act.

(b) On or before July 1, 2022, the Director of Professional Regulation shall
establish an initial set of voluntary certifications, to include at minimum
OSHA standards on construction projects and components of energy-efficient
“oreen” building for insulators, carpenters, and heating and ventilation
installers.

(¢) The Office of Professional Regulation shall adopt and publish model
contract provisions to be available to residential contractors and consumers.

(d) The Office of Professional Regulation shall collaborate with the
Department of Public Safety and interested stakeholders to prepare and

disseminate information, which the Office shall provide upon registration or
certification, that:

(1) notifies registrants and certificants that the authorized practice of
certain professions is subject to regulation by the Department of Public Safety,
including through the licensure, registration, or certification of persons

performing certain plumbing and electrical work; and

(2)  specifies that registration or certification with the Office of
Professional Regulation does not authorize a registrant or certificant to
perform any work that requires a separate licensure, registration, or
certification from the Department of Public Safety.
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Sec. 5. CREATION OF POSITIONS WITHIN THE OFFICE OF
PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; LICENSING

(a) There are created within the Secretary of State’s Office of Professional
Regulation one new position in licensing and one new position in enforcement.

(b) _In fiscal year 2022. the amount of $200.000.00 in Office of
Professional Regulation special funds is appropriated to the Secretary of State
to fund the positions created in subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 6. SECRETARY OF STATE; STATUS REPORT

On or before January 15, 2023, the Office of Professional Regulation shall

report to the House Committee on General, Housing and Military Affairs and

on Government Operations and to the Senate Committees on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government Operations

concerning the implementation of 26 V.S.A. chapter 107, including:
(1) the number of registrations and certifications;

(2) the resources necessary to implement the chapter;

(3) the number and nature of any complaints or enforcement actions:

(4) the potential design and implementation of a one-stop portal for
contractors and consumers; and

(5) _any other issues the Office deems appropriate.
Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1. 2021.

Rep. Troiano of Stannard moved that the House concur in the Senate
proposal of amendment with further amendment thereto as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, 3 V.S.A. § 122, by striking out “(50)” and inserting in lieu
thereof “(51)”

Second: By striking out Secs. 3—7 in their entireties and inserting in lieu
thereof new Secs. 3—7 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 26 V.S.A. chapter 106 is added to read:
CHAPTER 106. RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS
Subchapter 1. General Provisions

§ 5501. REGISTRATION REQUIRED

(a) A person shall register with the Office of Professional Regulation prior
to contracting with a homeowner to perform residential construction in
exchange for consideration of more than $3.500.00, including labor and
materials.
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(b) Unless otherwise exempt under section 5502 of this title, as used in this
chapter, “residential construction” means to build, demolish, or alter a
residential dwelling unit, or a building or premises with four or fewer
residential dwelling units, in this State, and includes interior and exterior
construction, renovation, and repair; painting; paving; roofing; weatherization;
installation or repair of heating, plumbing, solar, electrical, water, or
wastewater systems; and other activities the Office specifies by rule consistent
with this chapter.

§ 5502. EXEMPTIONS

This chapter does not apply to:

(1) an employee acting within the scope of his or her employment for a
business organization registered under this chapter;

(2)(A) a professional engineer, licensed architect, or a tradesperson

licensed, registered, or certified by the Department of Public Safety acting
within the scope of his or her license, registration, or certification; or

(B) a business that performs residential construction if the work is
performed primarily by or under the direct supervision of one or more
employees who are individually exempt from registration under subdivision
(2)(A) of this section;

(3)  delivery or installation of consumer appliances, audio-visual
equipment, telephone equipment, or computer network equipment;

(4) landscaping;

(5) work on a structure that is not attached to a residential building: or

(6)  work that would otherwise require registration that a person
performs in response to an emergency, provided the person applies for

registration within a reasonable time after performing the work.
§ 5503. MANDATORY REGISTRATION AND VOLUNTARY

CERTIFICATION DISTINGUISHED
(a)(1) The system of mandatory registration established by this chapter is

intended to protect against fraud, deception, breach of contract, and violations
of law, but is not intended to establish standards for professional gqualifications

or workmanship that is otherwise lawful.

(2) The provisions of 3 V.S.A. § 129a. with respect to a registration,
shall be construed in a manner consistent with the limitations of this
subsection.
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(b) The system of voluntary certification established in this chapter is
intended to provide consumers and contractors with a publicly available,
noncommercial venue for contractors to list optional approved certifications.
The Director of Professional Regulation, in consultation with public safety
officials and recognized associations or boards of builders, remodelers,

architects, and engineers, may:

(1) adopt rules providing for the issuance of voluntary certifications, as
defined in subdivision 3101a(1) of this title, that signify demonstrated
competence in particular subfields and specialties related to residential
construction;

(2) establish minimum qualifications, and standards for performance

and conduct, necessary for certification; and

(3) discipline a certificant for violating adopted standards or other law,
with or without affecting the underlying registration.
Subchapter 2. Administration
§ 5505. DUTIES OF THE DIRECTOR

(a) The Director of Professional Regulation shall:

(1) provide information to the public concerning registration,

certification, appeal procedures, and complaint procedures;

(2) administer fees established under this chapter;

3) receive applications for registration or certification, issue
registrations and certifications to applicants qualified under this chapter, deny
or renew registrations or certifications, and issue, revoke, suspend, condition,

and reinstate registrations and certifications as ordered by an administrative
law officer; and

(4) prepare and maintain a registry of registrants and certificants.

(b) The Director, after consultation with an advisor appointed pursuant to
section 5506 of this title, may adopt rules to implement this chapter.

§ 5506. ADVISORS

(a) The Secretary of State shall appoint two persons pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
§ 129b to serve as advisors in matters relating to residential contractors and
construction.

(b) To be eligible to serve, an advisor shall:

(1) register under this chapter;
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(2) have at least three vyears’ experience in residential construction
immediately preceding appointment; and

(3) remain active in the profession during his or her service.

(¢) The Director of Professional Regulation shall seek the advice of the
advisors in implementing this chapter.

5507. FEES

A person regulated under this chapter shall pay the following fees at initial
application and biennial renewal:

(1) Registration, individual: $75.00.
(2) Registration, business organization: $250.00.

(3) State certifications: $75.00 for a first certification and $25.00 for
each additional certification.

Subchapter 3. Registrations

§ 5508. ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for registration, the Director of Professional Regulation shall
find that the applicant is in compliance with the provisions of this chapter and
applicable State law and has satisfied any judgment order related to the
provision of professional services to a homeowner.

§ 5509. REQUIREMENTS OF REGISTRANTS

(a) Insurance. A person registered under this chapter shall maintain
minimum liability insurance coverage in the amount of $300,000.00 per claim

and $1.000,000.00 aggregate, evidence of which may be required as a
precondition to issuance or renewal of a registration.

(b) Writing.
(1) A person registered under this chapter shall execute a written

contract prior to receiving a deposit or commencing residential construction
work if the estimated value of the labor and materials exceeds $3.500.00.

(2) A contract shall specify:

(A) Price. One of the following provisions for the price of the
contract:

(1) a maximum price for all work and materials;

(ii) a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time

and materials basis, not to exceed a maximum price; or
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(ii1) a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time
and materials basis and that there is no maximum price.

(B) Work dates. Estimated start and completion dates.

(C) Scope of work. A description of the services to be performed
and a description of the materials to be used.

(D) Change order provision. A description of how and when

amendments to the contract may be approved and documented, as agreed by
the parties.
(3) The parties shall document an amendment to the contract in a signed
(c) Down payment.

(1) If a contract specifies a maximum price for all work and materials or
a statement that billing and payment will be made on a time and materials
basis, not to exceed a maximum price, the contract may require a down
payment of up to one-half of the cost of labor to the consumer, or one-half of
the price of materials, whichever is greater.

(2) If a contract specifies that billing and payment will be made on a time

and materials basis and that there is no maximum price, the contract may
require a down payment as negotiated by the parties.

§ 5510. PROHIBITIONS AND REMEDIES

(a) A person who does not register as required pursuant to this chapter may
be subject to an injunction or a civil penalty, or both, for unauthorized practice
as provided in 3 V.S.A. § 127(b).

(b) The Office of Professional Regulation may discipline a registrant or
certificant for unprofessional conduct as provided in 3 V.S.A. § 129a, except
that 3 V.S.A. § 129a(b) does not apply to a registrant.

(¢) The following conduct by a registrant, certificant, applicant, or person
who later becomes an applicant constitutes unprofessional conduct:

(1) failure to enter into a written contract when required by this chapter;

(2) failure to maintain liability or workers’ compensation insurance as

required by law;

(3) committing a deceptive act in commerce in violation of 9 V.S.A.
§ 2453;

(4) falsely claiming certification under this chapter, provided that this

subdivision does not prevent accurate and nonmisleading advertising or
statements related to credentials that are not offered by this State:; and
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(5) selling or fraudulently obtaining or furnishing a certificate of
registration, certification, license, or any other related document or record, or
assisting another person in doing so, including by reincorporating or altering a
trade name for the purpose or with the effect of evading or masking
revocation, suspension, or discipline against a registration issued under this

chapter.
Sec. 4. IMPLEMENTATION

(a) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of 26 V.S.A. chapter 106:

(1) The initial biennial registration term for residential contractors
pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 106 shall begin on April 1, 2023.

(2) The Secretary of State may begin receiving applications for the
initial registration term on December 1, 2022.

(3)(A) The registration fee for individuals who submit complete
registration requests between December 1, 2022 and March 31, 2023 is $25.00
and between April 1, 2023 and March 31, 2024, the fee is $50.00.

(B) The registration fee for business organizations that submit

complete registration requests between December 1. 2022 and March 31, 2023
is $175.00 and between April 1, 2023 and March 31, 2024, the fee is $200.00.

(4) Prior to April 1, 2024, the Office of Professional Regulation shall
not take any enforcement action for unauthorized practice under 26 V.S.A.
§ 5510(a) against a residential contractor who fails to register as required by
this act.

(b) On or before July 1, 2023, the Director of Professional Regulation shall

establish an initial set of voluntary certifications, to include at minimum
OSHA standards on construction projects and components of energy-efficient

“oreen” building for insulators, carpenters, and heating and ventilation
installers.

Sec. 5. CREATION OF POSITIONS WITHIN THE OFFICE OF
PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; LICENSING

(a) There are created within the Secretary of State’s Office of Professional
Regulation one new position in licensing and one new position in enforcement.

(b) _In fiscal year 2023. the amount of $200.000.00 in Office of
Professional Regulation special funds is appropriated to the Secretary of State
to fund the positions created in subsection (a) of this section.
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Sec. 6. SECRETARY OF STATE; STATUS REPORT

On or before January 15, 2024, the Office of Professional Regulation shall

report to the House Committees on General, Housing, and Military Affairs and
on Government Operations and to the Senate Committees on Economic

Development, Housing and General Affairs and on Government Operations
concerning the implementation of 26 V.S.A. chapter 106, including:
(1) the number of registrations and certifications;

(2) the resources necessary to implement the chapter;

(3) the number and nature of any complaints or enforcement actions:

(4) the potential design and implementation of a one-stop portal for
contractors and consumers; and

(5) any other issues the Office deems appropriate.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2022.

Pending the question, Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment with further amendment thereto?, Rep. Higley of Lowell moved
to amend the House proposal of amendment to the Senate proposal of
amendment offered by Rep. Troiano of Stannard as follows:

First: By striking out 26 V.S.A. § 5509 in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new section 5509 to read:

§ 5509. REQUIREMENTS OF REGISTRANTS

A person registered under this chapter shall maintain minimum liability
insurance coverage in the amount of $300.000.00 per claim and $1.000,000.00

aggregate, evidence of which may be required as a precondition to issuance or
renewal of a registration.

Second: In 26 V.S.A. § 5510(c) by striking out subdivision (1) in its
entirety and re-designating the remaining subdivisions to be numerically
correct.

Which was disagreed to in a vote by division: Yeas, 46; Nays, 75.
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Rep. Long of Newfane presiding.

Rep. Krowinski of Burlington presiding.

Thereupon, the House concurred in the Senate proposal of amendment with
further amendment thereto as offered by Rep. Troiano of Stannard in a vote by
division: Yeas, 82; Nays, 45.

Bill Amended; Read Third Time; Bill Passed
H. 74
House bill, entitled

An act relating to making miscellaneous changes concerning self-storage
businesses

Was taken up and, pending third reading of the bill, Rep. Donahue of
Northfield moved to amend the bill in Sec. 1, 9 V.S.A. chapter 98, in
subdivision 3905(6), by striking out subdivision (C) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (C) to read as follows:

(O)(1) If an owner has a reasonable belief that storage space contains
the personal information of an occupant or clients, customers, or others with
whom the occupant does business, the owner shall not hold a lien sale of the
personal information and may destroy the personal information without
liability to any person.

(11) Before the purchaser takes possession of any personal property
sold, an owner shall provide notice and shall require written acknowledgment
from the purchaser that, if any of the contents contain personal information,
the purchaser shall return the personal information to the owner, which the
owner may destroy without liability to any person.

Which was agreed to. Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and
passed.
Bill Amended; Read Third Time; Bill Passed
H. 627
House bill, entitled
An act relating to the Vermont Economic Development Authority

Was taken up and, pending third reading of the bill, Reps. Wood of
Waterbury, Brumsted of Shelburne, Garofano of Essex, Gregoire of
Fairfield, McFaun of Barre Town, Noyes of Wolcott, Pajala of
Londonderry, Pugh of South Burlington, Rosenquist of Georgia, Small of
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Winooski, and Whitman of Bennington moved that the bill be amended in
Sec. 1, in 10 V.S.A. chapter 12, in subdivision 212(6), by striking out
subdivision (S) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision
(S) to read:

(S) After consultation with and deference to the Vermont Housing

Finance Agency on applications that are eligible for financing from both the

Authority and the Agency, financing for one or more of the following types of
long-term care facilities licensed by the State pursuant to 33 V.S.A. chapter 71

and other applicable law, and any independent living facility, as defined in 32
V.S.A. § 9202(18), associated with the licensed facility:

(1) an assisted living residence;

(i1) a home for the terminally ill;

(ii1) a nursing home;

(iv) a residential care home:; and

(v) a therapeutic community residence.
(ii) a home for the terminally ill;

(ii1) a nursing home;

(iv) a residential care home:; and
(v) a therapeutic community residence.

Which was agreed to. Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and
passed.

Adjournment

At four o'clock and forty-one minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at three o'clock in
the afternoon.
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Thursday, January 20, 2022
At three o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Message from the Senate No. 10

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has considered joint resolution originating in the House of the
following title:

J.R.H. 12. Joint resolution amending the application of temporary Joint
Rule 22A.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

House Resolution Placed on Calendar
H.R. 15
House resolution, entitled

House resolution urging the United States Postal Service to improve
immediately the reliability and timeliness of its deliveries and requesting that
Congress take any necessary legislative actions to effectuate this objective

Offered by: Representatives Bongartz of Manchester, Brownell of Pownal,
Burke of Brattleboro, Coffey of Guilford, Corcoran of Bennington, Durfee of
Shaftsbury, Goldman of Rockingham, James of Manchester, Long of Newfane,
Morrissey of Bennington, Mrowicki of Putney, Nigro of Bennington, Pajala of
Londonderry, Partridge of Windham, Toleno of Brattleboro, and Whitman of
Bennington

Whereas, even in the digital age, the United States Postal Service (USPS)
remains essential for Vermonters and Vermont’s economy, and

Whereas, the USPS is mandated to be self-sufficient while also prefunding
its future retirees’ health benefits far into the future, and

Whereas, to improve USPS revenues, U.S. Postmaster General Louis DeJoy
and the Postal Board of Governors adopted a 10-year USPS transformation
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plan entitled “Delivering for America,” which focuses more on profitability
and less on timely service, and

Whereas, the 10-year plan includes an intentional slowing, from three to six
days, of the USPS delivery standard for first class mail, and

Whereas, this standard is resulting in deteriorating postal service
nationwide, as seen in the fact that approximately 92 percent of first-class mail
was delivered on time in the first quarter of 2020 while, during the same
period in 2021, that figure fell to 78 percent, and

Whereas, many Vermont communities, including Barre, Bennington,
Marshfield, Montpelier, Pownal, Shaftsbury, Stowe, and Williston have
experienced extensive USPS delivery delays, and

Whereas, the late receipt of credit card and utility bills may result in
damage to a person’s credit rating or the suspension of a basic utility service,
and

Whereas, the tardy arrival of critical medications sent via USPS could be
life threatening, and

Whereas, the Bennington Post Office informed an individual that the
delivery of packages would be delayed until the post office had the time and/or
staff to deliver them, and a full workweek after a stated delivery date had
passed, the parcels still remained undelivered, and

Whereas, the shortcomings of the USPS are also impacting businesses such
as Vermont News & Media, which publishes the Bennington Banner, the
Brattleboro Reformer, and the Manchester Journal, and

Whereas, the company attributes the cancellation of over 200 newspaper
subscriptions in Bennington and Windham Counties and an anticipated
revenue loss of at least $45,000 to the USPS, and this is merely one example
of the negative financial effects of USPS delivery delays on Vermont
corporations, and

Whereas, the USPS’s new “Delivering for America” plan is causing
significant harm to the health and economic livelihoods of individuals and
corporations in Vermont and nationally and should be immediately reassessed,
and

Whereas, the postal problems Vermonters are encountering are due to
flawed national USPS policies and are not the fault of the hard-working USPS
employees in Vermont, now therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives:
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That this legislative body urges the United States Postal Service to reassess
its 10-year transformation plan with the goal of immediately restoring the
reliability and timeliness of mail delivery to the standard that existed prior to
the plan’s implementation, and be it further

Resolved: That this legislative body requests that Congress take any
necessary legislative action, including revising the retiree health benefit
prefunding requirement, to effectuate this objective, and be it further

Resolved: That the Clerk of the House be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to U.S. Postmaster General Louis Deloy, the Postal Board of
Governors, the Chair of the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Reform’s
Subcommittee on Government Operations, the U.S. House Majority and
Minority Leaders, and the Vermont Congressional Delegation.

Was read by title and, in the Speaker’s discretion, placed on the Calendar
for Action on the next legislative day pursuant to House Rule 52.
Ceremonial Reading
H.C.R. 85

House concurrent resolution designating January 20, 2022, as Homelessness
Awareness Day in Vermont

Offered by: Stevens of Waterbury and Pugh of South Burlington
Having been adopted in concurrence on Wednesday, January 12, 2022 in
accord with Joint Rule 16b, was read.
Second Reading; Proposal of Amendment Agreed to;
Third Reading Ordered
S. 78

Rep. Walz of Barre City, for the Committee on General, Housing, and
Military Affairs, to which had been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to binding interest arbitration for employees of the Vermont
Judiciary

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence. The bill, having appeared
on the Notice Calendar, was taken up and read the second time.

Thereupon, Rep. Walz of Barre City moved that the House propose to the
Senate that the bill be amended by striking out Sec. 3, effective date, in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
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Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2022 and shall apply to contract

negotiations that commence after that date.

Which was agreed to, and third reading was ordered.

Committee Bill; Second Reading; Third Reading Ordered

H. 679

Rep. Hooper of Montpelier spoke for the Committee on Appropriations.

House bill, entitled

An act relating to fiscal year 2022 budget adjustments

Having appeared on the Notice Calendar and appearing on the Action
Calendar, was taken up and read the second time.

Pending the question, Shall the bill be read a third time?, Rep. Hooper of
Montpelier demanded the Yeas and Nays, which demand was sustained by the
Constitutional number. The Clerk proceeded to call the roll and the question,
Shall the bill be read a third time?, was decided in the affirmative. Yeas, 140.

Nays, 0.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Achey of Middletown
Springs

Ancel of Calais

Anthony of Barre City
Arrison of Weathersfield
Austin of Colchester
Bartholomew of Hartland
Beck of St. Johnsbury
Birong of Vergennes
Black of Essex

Bluemle of Burlington
Bock of Chester
Bongartz of Manchester
Bos-Lun of Westminster
Brady of Williston
Briglin of Thetford
Brown of Richmond
Brownell of Pownal
Brumsted of Shelburne
Burditt of West Rutland
Burke of Brattleboro
Burrows of West Windsor
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Canfield of Fair Haven

Goldman of Rockingham
Goslant of Northfield
Grad of Moretown
Graham of Williamstown
Gregoire of Fairfield
Hango of Berkshire
Harrison of Chittenden
Helm of Fair Haven
Higley of Lowell
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Randolph
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
Howard of Rutland City
James of Manchester
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex
Killacky of South Burlington
Kimbell of Woodstock
Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
LaClair of Barre Town
LaLonde of South
Burlington

Norris of Sheldon
Norris of Shoreham
Notte of Rutland City
Noyes of Wolcott
O'Brien of Tunbridge
Ode of Burlington
Pajala of Londonderry
Parsons of Newbury
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester
Pearl of Danville
Peterson of Clarendon
Pugh of South Burlington
Rachelson of Burlington
Rogers of Waterville
Rosenquist of Georgia
Satcowitz of Randolph
Scheu of Middlebury
Scheuermann of Stowe
Shaw of Pittsford
Sheldon of Middlebury
Sibilia of Dover

Sims of Craftsbury
Small of Winooski
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Chase of Colchester
Christie of Hartford
Cina of Burlington
Coffey of Guilford
Colburn of Burlington
Colston of Winooski
Conlon of Cornwall
Copeland Hanzas of
Bradford

Corcoran of Bennington
Cordes of Lincoln
Cupoli of Rutland City
Dickinson of St. Albans
Town

Dolan of Essex

Dolan of Waitsfield
Donahue of Northfield
Donnally of Hyde Park
Durfee of Shaftsbury
Elder of Starksboro
Emmons of Springfield
Fagan of Rutland City
Feltus of Lyndon
Gannon of Wilmington
Garofano of Essex

Lanpher of Vergennes
Lefebvre of Newark
Lefebvre of Orange
Leffler of Enosburgh
Lippert of Hinesburg
Long of Newfane *
Marcotte of Coventry
Martin of Franklin
Masland of Thetford
Mattos of Milton
McCarthy of St. Albans City
McCormack of Burlington
McCoy of Poultney
McCullough of Williston
McFaun of Barre Town
Morgan, L. of Milton
Morgan, M. of Milton
Morris of Springfield
Morrissey of Bennington
Mrowicki of Putney
Mulvaney-Stanak of
Burlington

Murphy of Fairfax
Nicoll of Ludlow

Nigro of Bennington

Those who voted in the negative are: none

Squirrell of Underhill
Stebbins of Burlington
Stevens of Waterbury
Strong of Albany
Sullivan of Dorset
Surprenant of Barnard
Taylor of Colchester
Terenzini of Rutland Town
Till of Jericho

Toleno of Brattleboro
Toof of St. Albans Town
Townsend of South
Burlington

Troiano of Stannard
Vyhovsky of Essex
Walz of Barre City
Webb of Shelburne
White of Bethel

White of Hartford
Whitman of Bennington
Williams of Granby
Wood of Waterbury
Yacovone of Morristown
Yantachka of Charlotte

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Brennan of Colchester
Labor of Morgan
Martel of Waterford

Page of Newport City
Palasik of Milton
Seymour of Sutton

Smith of Derby
Smith of New Haven

Rep. Long of Newfane explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

In addition to balancing our budget mid-year, H.679 offers an opportunity
to address current critical needs, including ongoing pandemic response. I vote
yes to support important investments in housing, workforce retention, and
providing services to Vermonters who have been deeply impacted by COVID-
19. This Budget Adjustment helps Vermonters facing crises like food
insecurity or a lack of childcare all while setting us up for a more sustainable
financial future. ”
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Adjournment

At four o'clock and nine minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at nine o'clock and
thirty minutes in the forenoon.

Friday, January 21, 2022

At nine o'clock and thirty minutes in the forenoon the Speaker called the
House to order.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Third Reading; Bill Passed

H. 679
House bill, entitled
An act relating to fiscal year 2022 budget adjustments
Was taken up, read the third time, and passed.

Third Reading; Bill Passed in Concurrence
With Proposal of Amendment
S. 78

Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to binding interest arbitration for employees of the Vermont
Judiciary

Was taken up, read the third time, and passed in concurrence with proposal
of amendment.

House Resolution Adopted
H.R. 15
House resolution, entitled

House resolution urging the United States Postal Service to improve
immediately the reliability and timeliness of its deliveries and requesting that
Congress take any necessary legislative actions to effectuate this objective

Was taken up and adopted.
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Adjournment

At nine o'clock and forty-three minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until Tuesday, January 25, 2022, at
ten o’clock in the forenoon, pursuant to the provisions of J.R.S. 36.

Concurrent Resolutions Adopted

The following concurrent resolutions, having been placed on the Consent
Calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no member having requested
floor consideration as provided by Rule 16b of the Joint Rules of the Senate
and House of Representatives, are hereby adopted on the part of the House:

H.C.R. 86

House concurrent resolution designating January 2022 as School Board
Recognition Month in Vermont

H.C.R. 87

House concurrent resolution recognizing January 25, 2022, as Mentoring
Day at the General Assembly

S.C.R. 11

Senate concurrent resolution honoring John Shannahan for his exemplary
leadership of the Better Bennington Corporation

[The full text of the concurrent resolutions appeared in the House and
Senate Calendar Addendums on the preceding legislative day and will appear
in the Public Acts and Resolves of the 2022 Adjourned Session.]

Tuesday, January 25, 2022
At ten o'clock in the forenoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises
A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.
Pledge of Allegiance
Speaker Krowinski led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Communication from the Governor
“January 20, 2022

The Honorable Jill Krowinski
Speaker of the House
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115 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-5301

Dear Speaker Krowinski:

I have the great honor to inform you that I have appointed Matthew Walker
of Swanton, Vermont to serve in the General Assembly representing House
District Franklin-4.

Sincerely,
/s/Philip B. Scott
Governor

PBS/tb

CC: James Condos, Secretary of State
BetsyAnn Wrask, Clerk of the House”
Message from the Senate No. 11

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has on its part adopted Senate concurrent resolution of the
following title:

S.C.R. 11. Senate concurrent resolution honoring John Shannahan for his
exemplary leadership of the Better Bennington Corporation.

The Senate has on its part adopted concurrent resolutions originating in the
House of the following titles:

H.C.R. 86. House concurrent resolution designating January 2022 as
School Board Recognition Month in Vermont.

H.C.R. 87. House concurrent resolution recognizing January 25, 2022, as
Mentoring Day at the General Assembly.
House Bill Introduced
H. 692

By Reps. Austin of Colchester, Christie of Hartford, Cordes of Lincoln,
Mulvaney-Stanak of Burlington, and Ode of Burlington,
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House bill, entitled
An act relating to language access
Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Government
Operations.
Committee Bill Introduced
H. 693
By the Committee on Government Operations,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to the annual budget vote of the Northeast Kingdom Waste
Management District

Was read, and pursuant to House Rule 48, placed on the Notice Calendar.

Ceremonial Reading
H.C.R. 87

House concurrent resolution recognizing January 25, 2022, as Mentoring
Day at the General Assembly

Offered by: Committee on Education
Having been adopted in concurrence on Friday, January 21, 2022 in accord
with Joint Rule 16b, was read.
Message from the Senate No. 12

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has considered a bill originating in the House of the following
title:

H. 589. An act relating to reapportioning the initial districts of the House
of Representatives.

And has passed the same in concurrence.
The Senate has on its part adopted joint resolution of the following title:
J.R.S. 37. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.
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Adjournment

At ten o'clock and eleven minutes in the forenoon, on motion of Rep. Toof
of St. Albans Town, the House adjourned until tomorrow at three o'clock in
the afternoon.

Wednesday, January 26, 2022
At three o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.
Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of a devotion.

Message from the Senate No. 13

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:
I am directed to inform the House that:
The Senate has on its part passed Senate bills of the following titles:

S. 74. An act relating to modifications to Vermont’s patient choice at end
of life laws.

S. 183. An act relating to midpoint probation review.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

House Bill Introduced
H. 694
By Rep. Small of Winooski,
House bill, entitled

An act relating to prohibiting perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
in Vermont

Was read the first time and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources,
Fish, and Wildlife.
Senate Bills Referred

Senate bills of the following titles were severally taken up, read the first
time, and referred as follows:
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S. 74
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to modifications to Vermont’s patient choice at end of life
laws

To the Committee on Human Services.

S. 183
Senate bill, entitled
An act relating to midpoint probation review

To the Committee on Corrections and Institutions.

Joint Resolution Adopted in Concurrence
J.R.S. 37
By Senator Balint,
J.R.S. 37. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, January 28, 2022, it be to
meet again no later than Tuesday, February 1, 2022.

Was taken up, read, and adopted in concurrence.

Second Reading; Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered
H. 654

Rep. Houghton of Essex, for the Committee on Health Care, to which had
been referred House bill, entitled

An act relating to extending COVID-19 health care regulatory flexibility

Reported in favor of its passage when amended by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 91, as amended by 2020 Acts and
Resolves No. 140, Sec. 13, 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 159, Sec. 10, 2021
Acts and Resolves No. 6, Secs. 1 and 3, and 2021 Acts and Resolves No. 69,
Sec. 19, is further amended to read:

* * * Supporting Health Care and Human Service Provider Sustainability * * *
Sec. 1. AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES; HEALTH CARE AND
HUMAN SERVICE PROVIDER SUSTAINABILITY
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Through March 31, 2022 2023, the Agency of Human Services shall
consider modifying existing rules or adopting emergency rules to protect
access to health care services, long-term services and supports, and other
human services under the Agency’s jurisdiction. In modifying or adopting
rules, the Agency shall consider the importance of the financial viability of
providers that rely on funding from the State, federal government, or
Medicaid, or a combination of these, for a major portion of their revenue.

* %k 3k

* * * Protections for Employees of Health Care Facilities and
Human Service Providers * * *
Sec. 3. PROTECTIONS FOR EMPLOYEES OF HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES AND HUMAN SERVICE PROVIDERS

In order to protect employees of a health care facility or human service
provider who are not licensed health care professionals from the risks
associated with COVID-19, through March 31, 2622 2023, all health care
facilities and human service providers in Vermont, including hospitals,
federally qualified health centers, rural health clinics, residential treatment
programs, homeless shelters, home- and community-based service providers,
and long-term care facilities, shall follow State and federal public health

guidance from—the—VermoentDepartment—ofHealth regarding measures to

address employee safety, to the extent feasible.

* % * Compliance Flexibility * * *
Sec. 4. HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVICE PROVIDER
REGULATION; WAIVER OR VARIANCE PERMITTED

Notwithstanding any provision of the Agency of Human Services’
administrative rules or standards to the contrary, through March 31, 2022
2023, the Secretary of Human Services may waive or permit variances from
the following State rules and standards governing providers of health care
services and human services as necessary to prioritize and maximize direct
patient care, support children and families who receive benefits and services
through the Department for Children and Families, and allow for continuation
of operations with a reduced workforce and with flexible staffing arrangements
that are responsive to evolving needs, to the extent such waivers or variances
are permitted under federal law:

(1) Hospital Licensing Rule;
(2) Hospital Reporting Rule;
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(3) Nursing Home Licensing and Operating Rule;

(4) Home Health Agency Designation and Operation Regulations;
(5) Residential Care Home Licensing Regulations;

(6) Assisted Living Residence Licensing Regulations;

(7) Home for the Terminally Ill Licensing Regulations;

(8) Standards for Adult Day Services;

(9) Therapeutic Community Residences Licensing Regulations;
(10) Choices for Care High/Highest Manual;

(11) Designated and Specialized Service Agency designation and
provider rules;

(12) Child Care Licensing Regulations;
(13) Public Assistance Program Regulations;
(14) Foster Care and Residential Program Regulations; and

(15) other rules and standards for which the Agency of Human Services
is the adopting authority under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

Sec. 5. GREEN MOUNTAIN CARE BOARD RULES; WAIVER OR
VARIANCE PERMITTED

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of 18 V.S.A. chapter 220 or 221, 8
V.S.A. §4062, 33 V.S.A. chapter 18, subchapter 1, or the Green Mountain
Care Board’s administrative rules, guidance, or standards to the contrary,

through March 31, 2023, the Green Mountain Care Board may waive or permit
variances from State laws, guidance, and standards with respect to the
following regulatory activities, to the extent permitted under federal law, as
necessary to prioritize and maximize direct patient care, safeguard the stability
of health care providers, and allow for orderly regulatory processes that are
responsive to evolving needs related to the COVID-19 pandemic:

(1) hospital budget review;
(2) certificates of need;
(3) health insurance rate review; and

(4) accountable care organization certification and budget review.
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(b) As part of any proceeding conducted on or after February 1, 2022 to
establish or enforce a hospital’s fiscal year 2022 or 2023 budget, the Green
Mountain Care Board shall consider the hospital’s extraordinary labor costs
and investments, as well as the impacts of those costs and investments on the
affordability of health care.

Sec. 6. MEDICAID AND HEALTH INSURERS; PROVIDER
ENROLLMENT AND CREDENTIALING

Until March 31, 2022 2023, and to the extent permitted under federal law,
the Department of Vermont Health Access shall relax provider enrollment
requirements for the Medicaid program, and the Department of Financial
Regulation shall direct health insurers to relax provider credentialing
requirements for health insurance plans, in order to allow for individual health
care providers to deliver and be reimbursed for services provided across health
care settings as needed to respond to Vermonters’ evolving health care needs.

* ok 3k

Sec. 8. ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES; DEPARTMENT OF
FINANCIAL REGULATION; EMERGENCY RULEMAKING

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly to increase Vermonters’ access
to medically necessary health care services during and after a declared state of
emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-19.

(b)(1) Until April 1, 2022 2023, and notwithstanding any provision of
3 V.S.A. § 844 to the contrary, the Department of Financial Regulation shall
consider adopting, and shall have the authority to adopt, emergency rules to
address the following through March 31, 2022 2023:

(A) expanding health insurance coverage for, and waiving or limiting
cost-sharing requirements directly related to, the diagnosis of COVID-19,
including tests for influenza, pneumonia, and other respiratory viruses
performed in connection with making a COVID-19 diagnosis; the treatment of
COVID-19 when it is the primary or a secondary diagnosis; and the prevention
of COVID-19; and

(B) modifying or suspending health insurance plan deductible
requirements for all prescription drugs, except to the extent that such an action
would disqualify a high-deductible health plan from eligibility for a health
savings account pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 223.

(2) Any rules adopted in accordance with this subsection shall remain in
effect until not later than April 1, 2022 2023.
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* % % Access to Health Care Services and Human Services * * *

* %k 3k

Sec. 9. PRESCRIPTION DRUGS; MAINTENANCE MEDICATIONS;
EARLY REFILLS

(a) As used in this section, “health insurance plan” means any health
insurance policy or health benefit plan offered by a health insurer, as defined
in 18 V.S.A. § 9402. The term does not include policies or plans providing
coverage for a specified disease or other limited benefit coverage.

(b) Through March 31, 2022 2023, all health insurance plans and Vermont
Medicaid shall allow their members to refill prescriptions for chronic
maintenance medications early to enable the members to maintain a 30-day
supply of each prescribed maintenance medication at home.

(c) As used in this section, “maintenance medication” means a prescription
drug taken on a regular basis over an extended period of time to treat a chronic
or long-term condition. The term does not include a regulated drug, as defined
in 18 V.S.A. § 4201.

* %k 3k

* * * Regulation of Professions * * *

* %k 3k

Sec. 17. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE; OUT-OF-STATE HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of Vermont’s professional licensure
statutes or rules to the contrary, through March 31, 2022 2023, a health care
professional, including a mental health professional, who holds a valid license,
certificate, or registration to provide health care services in any other U.S.
jurisdiction shall be deemed to be licensed, certified, or registered to provide
health care services, including mental health services, to a patient located in
Vermont using—telehealth; as a volunteer member of the Medical Reserve
Corps; or as part of the staff of a licensed facility, other health care facility as
defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9432, or federally qualified health center, provided the
health care professional:

(1) is licensed, certified, or registered in good standing in the other U.S.
jurisdiction or jurisdictions in which the health care professional holds a
license, certificate, or registration;
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(2) 1is not subject to any professional disciplinary proceedings in any
other U.S. jurisdiction; and

(3) is not affirmatively barred from practice in Vermont for reasons of
fraud or abuse, patient care, or public safety.

(b) A health care professional who plans to provide health care services in
Vermont as a volunteer member of the Medical Reserve Corps or as part of the
staff of a licensed facility, other health care facility as defined in 18 V.S.A.
§ 9432, or federally qualified health center shall submit or have submitted on
the individual’s behalf the individual’s name, contact information, and the
location or locations at which the individual will be practicing to:

(1) the Board of Medical Practice for medical doctors, physician
assistants, and podiatrists; or

(2) the Office of Professional Regulation for all other health care
professions.

(c) A health care professional who delivers health care services in Vermont
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be subject to the imputed
jurisdiction of the Board of Medical Practice or the Office of Professional
Regulation, as applicable based on the health care professional’s profession, in
accordance with Sec. 19 of this act.

(d)(1) This section shall remain in effect through March 31, 2022 2023,
provided the health care professional remains licensed, certified, or registered
in good standing.

(2) The Board of Medical Practice and Office of Professional
Regulation shall provide appropriate notice of the March 31, 2022 2023
expiration date of this section to:

(A) health care professionals providing health care services in
Vermont under this section;

(B) the Medical Reserve Corps; and

(C) health care facilities and federally qualified health centers at
which health care professionals are providing services under this section.

(e) Nothing in this section is intended to limit, restrict, or modify the

application of existing or future federal waivers of health care professional
licensure requirements to licensed and certified facilities.
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Sec. 18. INACTIVE LICENSEES; BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTICE;
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

(a)(1) Through March 31, 2622 2023, a former health care professional,
including a mental health professional, whose Vermont license, certificate, or
registration became inactive not more than three years earlier and was in good
standing at the time it became inactive may provide health care services,
including mental health services, to a patient located in Vermont using
telehealth; as a volunteer member of the Medical Reserve Corps; or as part of
the staff of a licensed facility, other health care facility as defined in 18 V.S.A.
§ 9432, or federally qualified health center after submitting, or having
submitted on the individual’s behalf, to the Board of Medical Practice or
Office of Professional Regulation, as applicable, the individual’s name, contact
information, and the location or locations at which the individual will be
practicing.

(2) A former health care professional who returns to the Vermont health
care workforce pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to the regulatory
jurisdiction of the Board of Medical Practice or the Office of Professional
Regulation, as applicable.

(3) The Board of Medical Practice and Office of Professional
Regulation shall provide appropriate notice of the March 31, 2022 2023
expiration date of this section to:

(A) health care professionals providing health care services under
this section;

(B) the Medical Reserve Corps; and

(C) health care facilities and federally qualified health centers at
which health care professionals are providing services under this section.

(b) Through March 31, 2022 2023, the Board of Medical Practice and
the Office of Professional Regulation may permit former health care
professionals, including mental health professionals, whose Vermont license,
certificate, or registration became inactive more than three but less than 10
years earlier and was in good standing at the time it became inactive to return
to the health care workforce on a temporary basis to provide health care
services, including mental health services, to patients in Vermont. The Board
of Medical Practice and Office of Professional Regulation may issue
temporary licenses to these individuals at no charge and may impose
limitations on the scope of practice of returning health care professionals as the
Board or Office deems appropriate.
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Sec. 20. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE; EMERGENCY AUTHORITY TO ACT
FOR REGULATORY BOARDS

(a)(1) Through March 31, 2022 2023, if the Director of Professional
Regulation finds that a regulatory body attached to the Office of Professional
Regulation by 3 V.S.A. § 122 cannot reasonably, safely, and expeditiously
convene a quorum to transact business, the Director may exercise the full
powers and authorities of that regulatory body, including disciplinary
authority.

(2) Through March 31, 2022 2023, if the Executive Director of the
Board of Medical Practice finds that the Board cannot reasonably, safely, and
expeditiously convene a quorum to transact business, the Executive Director
may exercise the full powers and authorities of the Board, including
disciplinary authority.

(b) The signature of the Director of the Office of Professional Regulation
or of the Executive Director of the Board of Medical Practice shall have the
same force and effect as a voted act of their respective boards.

(c)(1) A record of the actions of the Director of the Office of Professional
Regulation taken pursuant to the authority granted by this section shall be
published conspicuously on the website of the regulatory body on whose
behalf the Director took the action.

(2) A record of the actions of the Executive Director of the Board of
Medical Practice taken pursuant to the authority granted by this section shall
be published conspicuously on the website of the Board of Medical Practice.

Sec. 21. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; BOARD OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE; EMERGENCY REGULATORY
ORDERS

Through March 31, 2022 2023, the Director of Professional Regulation and
the Commissioner of Health may issue such orders governing regulated
professional activities and practices as may be necessary to protect the public
health, safety, and welfare. If the Director or Commissioner finds that a
professional practice, act, offering, therapy, or procedure by persons licensed
or required to be licensed by Title 26 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated is
exploitative, deceptive, or detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare,
or a combination of these, the Director or Commissioner may issue an order to
cease and desist from the applicable activity, which, after reasonable efforts to
publicize or serve the order on the affected persons, shall be binding upon all
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persons licensed or required to be licensed by Title 26 of the Vermont Statutes
Annotated, and a violation of the order shall subject the person or persons to
professional discipline, may be