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Message from the House No. 54

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed a House bill of the following title:

H. 549. An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Rutland Fire
District No. 10.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Message from the Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by
Ms. Brittney L. Wilson, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that on the thirtieth day
of April, 2019 he approved and signed a bill originating in the Senate of the
following title:

S. 118. An act relating to the time frame for the adoption of administrative
rules.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock in the
afternoon on Wednesday, May 1, 2019.

________________

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend George Klohck of
Middlebury.

Message from the House No. 55

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:



WEDNESDAY, MAY 01, 2019 687

The Governor has informed the House that on April 30, 2019, he approved
and signed bills originating in the House of the following titles:

H. 146. An act relating to increasing the number of examiners on the
Board of Bar Examiners from nine to 11 members.

H. 358. An act relating to technical corrections.

H. 427. An act relating to a uniform process for foreign credential
verification in the Office of Professional Regulation.

H. 436. An act relating to international wills.

Bill Referred

House bill of the following title was read the first time:

H. 549. An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Rutland Fire
District No. 10.

And pursuant to Temporary Rule 44A was referred to the Committee on
Rules.

Consideration Resumed; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 275.

Consideration was resumed on House bill entitled:

An act relating to the Farm-to-Plate Investment Program.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Consideration Resumed; Bill Amended; Bill Passed in Concurrence with
Proposal of Amendment

H. 511.

Consideration was resumed on Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to criminal statutes of limitations.

Thereupon, pending third time? Senators Sears, Benning, Baruth, Nitka and
White moved that the Senate propose to the House to amend the bill by
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:
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Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 44501 is amended to read:

§ 4501. LIMITATION OF PROSECUTIONS FOR CERTAIN CRIMES

(a) Prosecutions for aggravated sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault of
a child, sexual assault, human trafficking, aggravated human trafficking,
murder, manslaughter, arson causing death, and kidnapping may be
commenced at any time after the commission of the offense.

(b) Prosecutions for manslaughter, lewd and lascivious conduct, sexual
abuse of a vulnerable adult under subsection 1379(a) of this title, maiming,
grand larceny, robbery, burglary, embezzlement, forgery, bribery offenses,
false claims, fraud under 33 V.S.A. § 141(d), and felony tax offenses shall be
commenced within six years after the commission of the offense, and not after.

(c) Prosecutions for any of the following offenses shall be commenced
within 40 years after the commission of the offense, and not after:

(1) lewd and lascivious conduct alleged to have been committed against
a child under 18 years of age;

(2) sexual exploitation of a minor as defined in subsection 3258(c) of
this title;

(3) lewd or lascivious conduct with a child;

(4) sexual exploitation of children under chapter 64 of this title; and

(5) manslaughter alleged to have been committed against a child under
18 years of age sexual abuse of a vulnerable adult under subsection 1379(b) of
this title.

(d) Prosecutions for arson and first degree aggravated domestic assault
shall be commenced within 11 years after the commission of the offense, and
not after.

(e) Prosecutions for other felonies and for misdemeanors shall be
commenced within three years after the commission of the offense, and not
after.

Sec. 2 EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.
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Bill Passed in Concurrence

H. 26.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence:

An act relating to restricting retail and Internet sales of electronic cigarettes,
liquid nicotine, and tobacco paraphernalia in Vermont.

Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 79.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to eligibility for farm-to-school grant assistance.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 104.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of
Professional Regulation.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Ashe, Bray,
Clarkson, Collamore, Pollina and White moved to amend the Senate proposal
of amendment by adding two new sections to be numbered Secs. 7a and 7b to
read as follows:

Sec. 7a. SPECIFIED PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY ENTITIES;
REPORT ON APPRENTICESHIP PATHWAYS TO LICENSURE

On or before January 15, 2020, the Office of Professional Regulation and
the Agency of Administration shall collect the following information from the
Agency of Education, the Agency of Human Services, the Agency of Natural
Resources, the Department of Public Safety, and the Department of Health and
report that information, along with the Office’s own information, to the Senate
and House Committees on Government Operations, the Senate Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, and the House
Committee on Commerce and Economic Development:

(1) a list of all professions licensed under the entity’s authority,
identifying which of the licensed professions have an apprenticeship pathway
to licensure and which do not;
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(2) an explanation detailing why professions that do not have an
apprenticeship pathway to licensure do not, and if one should be established;
and

(3) a proposal for how to implement an apprenticeship pathway to
licensure for those professions for which such a pathway should be
established.

Sec. 7b. SPECIFIED PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY ENTITIES;
REPORT ON BRIDGE-TO-LICENSURE PROGRAMS FOR
CANADIAN CREDENTIALS

(a) The Office of Professional Regulation, the Agency of Education, the
Agency of Human Services, the Agency of Natural Resources, the Department
of Public Safety, and the Department of Health shall identify direct license
equivalents, if any, to credentials issued by Canadian federal and provincial
licensing bodies for professions licensed under the entity’s authority and
propose bridge-to-licensure programs where supplemental effort is needed to
meet Vermont’s licensing criteria.

(b) The Office of Professional Regulation and the Agency of
Administration shall collaborate with the other agencies and departments
specified in subsection (a) of this section in order to submit on or before
January 15, 2020 a unified report that includes any recommended changes to
statute to the Senate and House Committees on Government Operations, the
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs,
and the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 521.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to amending the special education laws.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 132.

Senator Balint, for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, to which was referred House bill entitled:
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An act relating to adopting protections against housing discrimination for
victims of domestic and sexual violence.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Housing Discrimination; Domestic and Sexual Violence * * *

Sec. 1. REDESIGNATION

(a) 9 V.S.A. chapter 138 (campgrounds) is redesignated as 9 V.S.A.
chapter 136.

(b) 9 V.S.A. § 4470 (campgrounds; removal) is redesignated as 9 V.S.A.
§ 4410.

Sec. 2. 9 V.S.A. chapter 137 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 137. RESIDENTIAL RENTAL AGREEMENTS

Subchapter 1. General

§ 4451. DEFINITIONS

* * *

Subchapter 2. Residential Rental Agreements

§ 4455. TENANT OBLIGATIONS; PAYMENT OF RENT

* * *

Subchapter 3. Farm Employee Housing

§ 4469. [Reserved.]

§ 4469a. TERMINATION OF OCCUPANCY OF FARM EMPLOYEE
HOUSING

* * *

Subchapter 4. Housing Discrimination; Domestic and Sexual Violence

§ 4471. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Abuse” has the same meaning as in 15 V.S.A. § 1101.

(2) “Protected tenant” means a tenant who is:

(A) a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking;

(B) a parent, foster parent, legal guardian, or caretaker with at least
partial physical custody of a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.
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(3) “Sexual assault” and “stalking” have the same meaning as in
12 V.S.A. § 5131.

§ 4472. RIGHT TO TERMINATE RENTAL AGREEMENT

(a) Notwithstanding a contrary provision of a rental agreement or of
subchapter 2 of this chapter, a protected tenant may terminate a rental
agreement pursuant to subsection (b) of this section without penalty or liability
if he or she reasonably believes it is necessary to vacate a dwelling unit:

(1) based on a fear of imminent harm to any protected tenant due to
abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; or

(2) if any protected tenant was a victim of sexual assault that occurred
on the premises within the six months preceding the date of his or her notice of
termination.

(b) Not less than 30 days before the date of termination, the protected
tenant shall provide to the landlord:

(1) a written notice of termination; and

(2) documentation from one or more of the following sources
supporting his or her reasonable belief that it is necessary to vacate the
dwelling unit:

(A) a court, law enforcement, or other government agency;

(B) an abuse, sexual assault, or stalking assistance program;

(C) a legal, clerical, medical, or other professional from whom the
tenant, or the minor or dependent of the tenant, received counseling or other
assistance concerning abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; or

(D) a self-certification of a protected tenant’s status as a victim of
abuse, sexual assault, or stalking, signed under penalty of perjury, on a
standard form adopted for that purpose by:

(i) a federal or State government entity, including the federal
Department of Housing and Urban Development or the Vermont Department
for Children and Families; or

(ii) a nonprofit organization that provides support services to
protected tenants.

(c) A notice of termination provided pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section may be revoked and the rental agreement shall remain in effect if:

(1)(A) the protected tenant provides a written notice to the landlord
revoking the notice of termination; and
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(B) the landlord has not entered into a rental agreement with another
tenant prior to the date of the revocation; or

(2)(A) the protected tenant has not vacated the premises as of the date of
termination; and

(B) the landlord has not entered into a rental agreement with another
tenant prior to the date of termination.

§ 4473. RIGHT TO CHANGE LOCKS; OTHER SECURITY MEASURES

Notwithstanding any contrary provision of a rental agreement or of
subchapter 2 of this chapter:

(1) Subject to subdivision (2) of this subsection, a protected tenant may
request that a landlord change the locks of a dwelling unit within 48 hours
following the request:

(A) based on a fear of imminent harm to any protected tenant due to
abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; or

(B) if any protected tenant was a victim of sexual assault that
occurred on the premises within the six months preceding the date of his or her
request.

(2) If the perpetrator of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking is also a tenant
in the dwelling unit, the protected tenant shall include with his or her request a
copy of a court order that requires the perpetrator to leave the premises.

(3) If the landlord changes the locks as requested, the landlord shall
provide a key to the new locks to each tenant of the dwelling unit, not
including the perpetrator of the abuse, sexual assault, or stalking who is subject
to a court order to leave the premises.

(4) If the landlord does not change the locks as requested, the protected
tenant may change the locks without the landlord’s prior knowledge or
permission, provided that the protected tenant shall:

(A) ensure that the new locks, and the quality of the installation,
equal or exceed the quality of the original;

(B) notify the landlord of the change within 24 hours of installation;
and

(C) provide the landlord with a key to the new locks.

(5) Unless otherwise agreed to by the parties, a protected tenant is
responsible for the costs of installation of new locks pursuant to this section.

(6)(A) A protected tenant may request permission of a landlord to install
additional security measures on the premises, including a security system or
security camera.
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(B) A protected tenant:

(i) shall submit his or her request not less than seven days prior to
installation;

(ii) shall ensure the quality and safety of the security measures
and of their installation;

(iii) is responsible for the costs of installation and operation of the
security measures; and

(iv) is liable for damages resulting from installation.

(C) A landlord shall not unreasonably refuse a protected tenant’s
request to install additional security measures pursuant to this subdivision (6).

§ 4474. CONFIDENTIALITY

An owner, landlord, or housing subsidy provider who possesses
documentation or information concerning a protected tenant’s status as a
victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking shall keep the documentation or
information confidential and shall not allow or provide access to another
person unless:

(1) authorized by the protected tenant;

(2) required by a court order, government regulation, or governmental
audit requirement; or

(3) required as evidence in a court proceeding, provided:

(A) the documentation or information remains under seal; and

(B) use of the documentation or information is limited to a claim
brought pursuant to section 4472 or 4473 of this title.

§ 4475. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY; ENFORCEMENT

Except in the case of gross negligence or willful misconduct, a landlord is
immune from liability for damages to a protected tenant if he or she acts in
good faith reliance on:

(1) the provisions of this subchapter; or

(2) information provided or action taken by a protected tenant pursuant
to the provisions of this subchapter.

Sec. 3. PROTECTED TENANT SELF-CERTIFICATION; FORM

The Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, in
collaboration with the Vermont Apartment Owners Association and other
interested stakeholders, shall develop and make available a standard self-
certification form for use by protected tenants pursuant to 9 V.S.A. § 4472(b).
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Sec. 4. 9 V.S.A. chapter 139 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 139. DISCRIMINATION; PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS;
RENTAL AND SALE OF REAL ESTATE

* * *

§ 4501. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(11) “Abuse,” “sexual assault,” and “stalking” have the same meaning
as in section 4471 of this title.

* * *

§ 4503. UNFAIR HOUSING PRACTICES

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person:

(1) To refuse to sell or rent, or refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental
of, or otherwise make unavailable or deny, a dwelling or other real estate to
any person because of the race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
marital status, religious creed, color, national origin, or disability of a person,
or because a person intends to occupy a dwelling with one or more minor
children, or because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or because a
person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.

(2) To discriminate against, or to harass any person in the terms,
conditions, or privileges, and protections of the sale or rental of a dwelling or
other real estate, or in the provision of services or facilities in connection
therewith, because of the race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
marital status, religious creed, color, national origin, or disability of a person,
or because a person intends to occupy a dwelling with one or more minor
children, or because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or because a
person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.

(3) To make, print, or publish, or cause to be made, printed, or
published any notice, statement, or advertisement, with respect to the sale or
rental of a dwelling or other real estate that indicates any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based on race, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, age, marital status, religious creed, color, national origin, or disability
of a person, or because a person intends to occupy a dwelling with one or more
minor children, or because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or
because a person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.
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(4) To represent to any person because of the race, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, religious creed, color, national
origin, or disability of a person, or because a person intends to occupy a
dwelling with one or more minor children, or because a person is a recipient of
public assistance, or because a person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or
stalking, that any dwelling or other real estate is not available for inspection,
sale, or rental when the dwelling or real estate is in fact so available.

(5) To disclose to another person information regarding or relating to
the status of a tenant or occupant as a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or
stalking for the purpose or intent of:

(A) harassing or intimidating the tenant or occupant;

(B) retaliating against a tenant or occupant for exercising his or her
rights;

(C) influencing or coercing a tenant or occupant to vacate the
dwelling; or

(D) recovering possession of the dwelling.

(6) To discriminate against any person in the making or purchasing of
loans or providing other financial assistance for real-estate-related transactions
or in the selling, brokering, or appraising of residential real property, because
of the race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital status,
religious creed, color, national origin, or disability of a person, or because a
person intends to occupy a dwelling with one or more minor children, or
because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or because a person is a
victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.

(7) To engage in blockbusting practices, for profit, which may include
inducing or attempting to induce a person to sell or rent a dwelling by
representations regarding the entry into the neighborhood of a person or
persons of a particular race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age,
marital status, religious creed, color, national origin, or disability of a person,
or because a person intends to occupy a dwelling with one or more minor
children, or because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or because a
person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.

(8) To deny any person access to or membership or participation in any
multiple listing service, real estate brokers’ organization, or other service,
organization, or facility relating to the business of selling or renting dwellings,
or to discriminate against any person in the terms or conditions of such access,
membership, or participation, on account of race, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, age, marital status, religious creed, color, national origin, or
disability of a person, or because a person is a recipient of public assistance, or
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because a person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking.

* * *

(12) To discriminate in land use decisions or in the permitting of
housing because of race, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital
status, religious creed, color, national origin, disability, the presence of one or
more minor children, income, or because of the receipt of public assistance, or
because a person is a victim of abuse, sexual assault, or stalking, except as
otherwise provided by law.

* * *

* * * Housing Health and Safety; Rental Housing
Health Code Enforcement * * *

Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 5 is amended to read:

§ 5. DUTIES OF DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

The Department of Health shall:

(1) Conduct studies, develop State plans, and administer programs and
State plans for hospital survey and construction, hospital operation and
maintenance, medical care, and treatment of substance abuse.

(2) Provide methods of administration and such other action as may be
necessary to comply with the requirements of federal acts and regulations as
relate to studies, development of plans and administration of programs in the
fields of health, public health, health education, hospital construction and
maintenance, and medical care.

(3) Appoint advisory councils, with the approval of the Governor.

(4) Cooperate with necessary federal agencies in securing federal funds
which that become available to the State for all prevention, public health,
wellness, and medical programs.

(5) Seek accreditation through the Public Health Accreditation Board.

(6) Create a State Health Improvement Plan and facilitate local health
improvement plans in order to encourage the design of healthy communities
and to promote policy initiatives that contribute to community, school, and
workplace wellness, which may include providing assistance to employers for
wellness program grants, encouraging employers to promote employee
engagement in healthy behaviors, and encouraging the appropriate use of the
health care system.

(7) Serve as the leader on State rental housing health laws.
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(8) Provide policy assistance, technical support, and legal guidance to
municipalities concerning the interpretation, implementation, and enforcement
of State rental housing health and safety laws.

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 603 is amended to read:

§ 603. RENTAL HOUSING SAFETY; INSPECTION REPORTS

(a)(1) When conducting an investigation of rental housing, a local health
officer shall issue a written inspection report on the rental property using the
protocols for implementing the Rental Housing Health Code of the Department
or the municipality, in the case of a municipality that has established a code
enforcement office.

(2) A written inspection report shall:

(A) contain findings of fact that serve as the basis of one or more
violations;

(B) specify the requirements and timelines necessary to correct a
violation;

(C) provide notice that the landlord is prohibited from renting the
affected unit to a new tenant until the violation is corrected; and

(D) provide notice in plain language that the landlord and agents of
the landlord must have access to the rental unit to make repairs as ordered by
the health officer consistent with the access provisions in 9 V.S.A. § 4460.

(3) A local health officer shall:

(A) provide a copy of the inspection report to the landlord and any
tenants affected by a violation by delivering the report electronically, in
person, by first class mail, or by leaving a copy at each unit affected by the
deficiency; and

(B) provide information on each inspection to the Department within
seven days of issuing the report using an electronic system designed for that
purpose.

(4) If an entire property is affected by a violation, the local health
officer shall post a copy of the inspection report in a common area of the
property and include a prominent notice that the report shall not be removed
until authorized by the local health officer.

(5) A municipality shall make an inspection report available as a public
record.

(b)(1) A local health officer may impose a fine civil penalty of not more
than $100.00 $200.00 per day for each violation that is not corrected by the
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date provided in the written inspection report, or when a unit is re-rented to a
new tenant prior to the correction of a violation.

(2)(A) If the cumulative amount of penalties imposed pursuant to this
subsection is $800.00 or less, the local health officer, Department of Health, or
State’s Attorney may bring a civil enforcement action in the Judicial Bureau
pursuant to 4 V.S.A. chapter 29.

(B) The waiver penalty for a violation in an action brought pursuant
to this subsection is 50 percent of the full penalty amount.

(3) If the cumulative amount of penalties imposed pursuant to this
subsection is more than $800.00, or if injunctive relief is sought, the local
health officer, Department of Health, or State’s Attorney shall commence an
action in the Civil Division of the Superior Court for the county in which a
violation occurred.

(c) If a local health officer fails to conduct an investigation pursuant to
section 602a of this title or fails to issue an inspection report pursuant to this
section, a landlord or tenant may request that the Department, at its discretion,
conduct an investigation or contact the local board of health to take action.

Sec. 7. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

(a) The Judicial Bureau is created within the Judicial Branch under the
supervision of the Supreme Court.

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* * *

(21) Violations of State or municipal rental housing health and safety
laws when the amount of the cumulative penalties imposed pursuant to
18 V.S.A. § 603 is $800.00 or less.

* * *

(c) The Judicial Bureau shall not have jurisdiction over municipal parking
violations.

(d) Three hearing officers appointed by the Court Administrator shall
determine waiver penalties to be imposed for violations within the Judicial
Bureau’s jurisdiction, except:

(1) Municipalities municipalities shall adopt full and waiver penalties for
civil ordinance violations pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1979. For purposes of
municipal violations, the issuing law enforcement officer shall indicate the
appropriate full and waiver penalty on the complaint.
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Sec. 8. RENTAL HOUSING HEALTH AND SAFETY ENFORCEMENT
SYSTEM; RECOMMENDATIONS; REPORT

(a) On or before January 15, 2020, in collaboration with the Rental
Housing Advisory Board, the Department of Health and the Department of
Public Safety shall develop recommendations for the design and
implementation of a comprehensive system for the professional enforcement
of State rental housing health and safety laws, which shall include:

(1) an outline of options, including an option for a State government–
run system, with a timeline and budget for each;

(2) a needs assessment outlining the demand for inspections based on
inspection information collected through the electronic system created
pursuant to Sec. 5 of this act, summary information for fiscal year 2019
inspection reports provided pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, summary
information from municipalities with self-governed rental housing health code
programs, and other stakeholders and relevant sources; and

(3) any additional recommendations from the Rental Housing Advisory
Board, the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Housing and
Community Development, or other executive branch agencies.

(b) On or before September 30, 2019, the Department of Health shall
provide an interim progress report to the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs and the House Committee on
General, Housing, and Military Affairs.

(c) On or before August 1, 2019, each municipality in this State shall
provide to the Department of Health summary information on its inspection
activity from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 in order to assist the
Department in completing the needs assessment pursuant to subdivision (a)(2)
of this section.

* * * Affordable Housing * * *

Sec. 9. STATE TREASURER RECOMMENDATION FOR FINANCING
OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVE

(a) Evaluation. On or before January 15, 2020, the State Treasurer shall
evaluate options for financing affordable housing in the State. The evaluation
shall include:

(1) a plan, formed in consultation with interested stakeholders, for the
creation of 1,000 housing units over five years for Vermonters with incomes
up to 120 percent of the area median income as determined by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development;
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(2) alternatives for financing the plan that take into consideration the
use of appropriations, general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, investments,
new revenues, and other financing mechanisms, including initiatives
undertaken by other states;

(3) an assumption that the 1,000 units shall be in addition to what would
otherwise have been produced through projected base appropriations available
to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board over five years commencing
with FY 2021; and

(4) provision for meeting housing needs in the following areas:

(A) creating new multifamily and single-family homes;

(B) addressing blighted properties and other existing housing stock
requiring reinvestment, including in mobile home parks; and

(C) providing service-supported housing in coordination with the
Agency of Human Services, including for those who are elderly, homeless, in
recovery, experiencing severe mental illness, or leaving incarceration.

(b) Cooperation. In conducting the evaluation described in subsection (a)
of this section, the State Treasurer shall have the cooperation of the Agency on
Commerce and Community Development and the Department of Taxes.

(c) Report. The State Treasurer shall submit a report with
recommendations based on the evaluation described in subsection (a) of this
section to the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, on Appropriations, and on Finance and the House Committees
on General, Housing, and Military Affairs, on Appropriations, and on Ways
and Means. The report shall also include a legislative proposal to implement
the recommendations proposed in the report.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.
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Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 528.

Senator McCormack, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which
was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to the Rural Health Services Task Force.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. RURAL HEALTH SERVICES TASK FORCE; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Rural Health Services Task Force to
evaluate the current state of rural health care in Vermont and identify ways to
sustain the system and to ensure it provides access to affordable, high-quality
health care services.

(b) Membership. The Rural Health Services Task Force shall be composed
of the following members:

(1) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(2) the Chair of the Green Mountain Care Board or designee;

(3) the Chief of the Office of Rural Health and Primary Care in the
Department of Health or designee;

(4) the Chief Health Care Advocate from the Office of the Health Care
Advocate or designee;

(5) two representatives of rural Vermont hospitals, selected by the
Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems, who shall represent
hospitals that are located in different regions of the State and that face different
levels of financial stability;

(6) one representative of Vermont’s federally qualified health centers,
who shall be a Vermont-licensed health care professional, selected by Bi-State
Primary Care Association;

(7) one Vermont-licensed physician from an independent practice
located in a rural Vermont setting, selected jointly by the Vermont Medical
Society and HealthFirst;

(8) one representative of Vermont’s free clinic programs, selected by the
Vermont Coalition of Clinics for the Uninsured;

(9) one representative of Vermont’s designated and specialized service
agencies, selected by Vermont Care Partners;
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(10) one preferred provider from outside the designated and specialized
service agency system, selected by the Commissioner of Health;

(11) one Vermont-licensed mental health professional from an
independent practice located in a rural Vermont setting, selected by the
Commissioner of Mental Health;

(12) one representative of Vermont’s home health agencies, selected
jointly by the VNAs of Vermont and Bayada Home Health Care; and

(13) one representative of long-term care facilities, selected by the
Vermont Health Care Association.

(c) Powers and duties. The Rural Health Services Task Force, in
consultation with Vermont-certified accountable care organizations and other
interested stakeholders, shall consider issues relating to rural health care
delivery in Vermont, including:

(1) the current system of rural health care delivery in Vermont,
including the role of rural hospitals in the health care continuum;

(2) how to ensure the sustainability of the rural health care system,
including identifying the major financial, administrative, and workforce
barriers;

(3) ways to overcome any existing barriers to the sustainability of the
rural health care system, including prospective ideas for the future of access to
health care services in rural Vermont across the health care continuum;

(4) ways to encourage and improve care coordination among
institutional and community service providers; and

(5) the potential consequences of the failure of one or more rural
Vermont hospitals.

(d) Assistance. The Rural Health Services Task Force shall have the
administrative, technical, and legal assistance of the Agency of Human
Services and the Green Mountain Care Board.

(e) Findings and recommendations. On or before January 15, 2020, the
Rural Health Services Task Force shall present its findings and
recommendations, including any recommendations for legislative action, to the
House Committees on Health Care and on Human Services and the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare.

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Chair of the Green Mountain Care Board or designee shall call
the first meeting of the Rural Health Services Task Force to occur on or before
July 1, 2019.
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(2) The Task Force shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership of the Task Force shall constitute a
quorum.

(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist following the presentation of its
findings and recommendations or on January 15, 2020, whichever occurs first.

Sec. 2. REPORT; ANALYSIS OF RESIDENTIAL MENTAL HEALTH
NEEDS

(a) The Department of Mental Health shall evaluate and determine the
mental health bed needs for residential programs across the State by
geographic area and provider type, including long-term residences (group
homes), intensive residential recovery facilities, and secure residential
recovery facilities. This evaluation shall include a review of needs in rural
locations, current and historic occupancy rates, an analysis of admission and
referral data, and an assessment of barriers to access for individuals requiring
residential services. The evaluation shall include consultation with providers.

(b) On or before December 15, 2019, the Department shall submit a report
to the House Committees on Appropriations and on Health Care and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare containing
its findings and recommendations related to the analysis required pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 3. AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS; LEGISLATIVE INTENT

The Department of Mental Health, in collaboration with the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board, the Vermont State Housing Authority, and
other community service organizations, shall initiate efforts to increase the
number of affordable housing opportunities for individuals with mental health
needs, including those experiencing homelessness, by identifying potential
funding sources for supportive housing and services and by using Section 8
vouchers to the greatest extent possible. If funding is available to invest in
these affordable housing opportunities, it is the intent of the General Assembly
that the funds shall be used to create new options for affordable permanent
housing around the State based on My Pad, Housing First, and other evidence-
based supportive housing models.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.
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Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Appointment of Senate Members to the Emergency Board

Pursuant to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 131, the President announced the
appointment of the following Senators to serve on the Emergency Board for a
term of two years:

Senator Kitchel, ex officio
Senator Cummings, ex officio

Appointment of Senate Members to Joint Legislative Child Protection
Oversight Committee

Pursuant to the provisions of Sec. 23 (b)(2) of No. 60 of the Acts of 2015,
the President, on behalf of the Committee on Committees, announced the
appointment of the following Senators to serve on the Joint Legislative Child
Protection Oversight Committee for the current biennium:

Senator Lyons
Senator Sears
Senator Westman

Appointment of Senate Member to Board of Directors of Vermont
Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC)

Pursuant to the provisions of 16 V.S.A. §2831, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the board of directors of the Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation (VSAC) for a term of six (6) years:

Senator Cummings

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock in the
afternoon on Thursday, May 2, 2019.

________________

THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.
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Message from the House No. 56

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed a House bill of the following title:

H. 544. An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the
City of Burlington.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered a bill originating in the Senate of the following
title:

S. 149. An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to vehicles
and the Department of Motor Vehicles.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposal of amendment in the
adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 26. Joint resolution relating with weekend adjournment.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

Bills Referred to Committee on Appropriations

House bills of the following titles, appearing on the Calendar for notice and
carrying an appropriation or requiring the expenditure of funds, under the rule
were severally referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

H. 205. An act relating to the regulation of neonicotinoid pesticides.

H. 460. An act relating to sealing and expungement of criminal history
records.

H. 531. An act relating to Vermont’s child care and early learning system.

Bill Referred

House bill of the following title was read the first time:

H. 544. An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the
City of Burlington.

And pursuant to Temporary Rule 44A was referred to the Committee on
Rules.
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Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 132.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to adopting protections against housing discrimination for
victims of domestic and sexual violence.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Sirotkin moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment in Sec. 8 in subdivision (a)(2), by
striking out the following: “Sec. 5” and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
Sec. 6

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Sears moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment by striking out Sec. 3 in its entirety
and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. PROTECTED TENANT SELF-CERTIFICATION; FORM

(a) The Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, in
collaboration with the Vermont Apartment Owners Association and other
interested parties, shall:

(1) develop and make available a standard self-certification form for use
by protected tenants pursuant to 9 V.S.A. § 4472(b);

(2) provide the self-certification form to the Department for Children
and Families, once developed; and

(3) provide a status report regarding the form, its availability, and its use
to the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs and to the House Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs
on or before January 15, 2020.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 528.

House bill entitled:
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An act relating to the Rural Health Services Task Force.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator McCormack moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment in Sec. 2, report; analysis of
residential mental health needs, in subsection (a), in the third sentence, by
inserting prior to the period and with past or present program participants or
individuals in need of residential programs, or both

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposals of amendment.

Third Reading Ordered

H. 82.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Agriculture, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to the taxation of timber harvesting equipment.

Reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Senator Campion, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 533.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Sirotkin,
the rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to workforce development.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, Senator Sirotkin
moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order to commit the bill to the
Committee on Appropriations with the report of the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs intact,

Which was agreed to.
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Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until eleven o’clock and
thirty minutes in the morning.

________________

FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Message from the House No. 57

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed a House bill of the following title:

H. 550. An act relating to unclaimed property.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to the following
House bill:

H. 278. An act relating to acknowledgment or denial of parentage.

And has severally concurred therein.

Message from the House No. 58

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 40. An act relating to testing and remediation of lead in the drinking
water of schools and child care facilities.

S. 43. An act relating to prohibiting prior authorization requirements for
medication-assisted treatment.

S. 133. An act relating to juvenile jurisdiction.
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And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 13. Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of Forests, Parks
and Recreation to amend the Department’s lease with the Okemo Limited
Liability Company and to authorize a conveyance of Woodchuck Mountain in
Newbury as an alternative to the conveyance authorized in 2002 Acts and
Resolves No. 149, Sec. 83(a)(3).

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to the following
House bill:

H. 526. An act relating to town clerk recording fees and town restoration
and preservation reserve funds.

And has severally concurred therein.

The House has adopted House concurrent resolutions of the following titles:

H.C.R. 154. House concurrent resolution honoring former Representative
David L. Deen of Westminster.

H.C.R. 155. House concurrent resolution honoring Fair Haven Grade
School principal Wayne Cooke on his exemplary career in public education.

H.C.R. 156. House concurrent resolution in memory of Georgia
community leader Harold Edmund Wilcox.

H.C.R. 157. House concurrent resolution congratulating the Fairbanks
Museum & Planetarium on its 125th anniversary of conducting continuous
meteorological services.

H.C.R. 158. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St.
Johnsbury Academy Hilltoppers boys’ Alpine ski team on winning its second
consecutive State championship.

H.C.R. 159. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St.
Johnsbury Academy Hilltoppers boys’ and girls’ Alpine skiing teams on
winning the trophy for the highest combined score at the State championship
meet.

H.C.R. 160. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St.
Johnsbury Academy Division I girls’ indoor track team on winning the
school’s fifth consecutive Division I championship.
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H.C.R. 161. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St.
Johnsbury Academy Hilltoppers Division I championship boys’ basketball
team.

H.C.R. 162. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2018 St.
Johnsbury Academy Hilltoppers Division III championship field hockey team.

H.C.R. 163. House concurrent resolution congratulating the St. Johnsbury
Academy girls’ basketball team on winning the school’s second consecutive
Division I championship.

H.C.R. 164. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2018–2019
Colchester High School debate program for its outstanding record and State
championship victory.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 63.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Bray, the
rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to the time frame for return of unclaimed beverage container
deposits.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on Natural
Resources and Energy, Senator Bray moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended
in order to commit the bill to the Committee on Finance with the report of the
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy intact,

Which was agreed to.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations

H. 529.

House bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice and
carrying an appropriation or requiring the expenditure of funds, under the rule
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous changes to
laws related to transportation.

Bill Referred

House bill of the following title was read the first time:

H. 550. An act relating to unclaimed property.
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And pursuant to Temporary Rule 44A was referred to the Committee on
Rules.

House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In; Committee of
Conference Requested

S. 95.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to municipal utility capital investment.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 24 V.S.A. § 1822 is amended to read:

§ 1822. POWERS; APPROVAL OF VOTERS

(a) In addition to the powers it may now or hereafter have, a municipal
corporation otherwise authorized to own, acquire, improve, control, operate, or
manage a public utility or project and to issue bonds pursuant to this
subchapter, may also, by action of its legislative branch, exercise any of the
following powers:

(1) to borrow money and issue bonds for the purposes of acquiring,
improving, maintaining, financing, controlling, or operating the public utility
or project, or for the purpose of selling, furnishing, or distributing the services,
facilities, products, or commodities of such utility or project;

(2) to enter into contracts in connection with the issuance of bonds for
any of the purposes enumerated in subdivision (1) of this subsection;

(3) to purchase, hold, and dispose of any of its bonds;

(4) to pledge or assign all or part of any net revenues of the public
utility or project, to provide for or to secure the payment of the principal of
and the interest on bonds issued in connection with such public utility or
project;

(5) to do any and all things necessary or prudent to carry out the powers
expressly granted or necessarily implied in this subchapter, including without
limitation those powers enumerated in section 1824 of this title.

(b)(1) The bonds authorized under this section shall be in such form, shall
contain such provisions, and shall be executed as may be determined by the
legislative branch of the municipal corporation, but shall not be executed,
issued, or made, and shall not be valid and binding, unless and until at least a
majority of the legal voters of such municipal corporation present and voting
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at a duly warned annual or special meeting called for that purpose shall have
first voted to authorize the same.

(2) The warning calling such a meeting shall state the purpose for which
it is proposed to issue bonds, the estimated cost of the project, the amount of
bonds proposed to be issued under this subchapter therefor, that such bonds are
to be payable solely from net revenues, and shall fix the place where and the
date on which such meetings shall be held and the hours of opening and
closing the polls.

(3) The notice of the meeting shall be published and posted as provided
in section 1756 of this title.

(4) When a majority of all the voters voting on the question at such
meeting vote to authorize the issuance of bonds under this subchapter to pay
for such project, the legislative body shall be authorized to issue bonds or enter
into contracts, pledges, and assignments as provided in this subchapter.

(5) Sections 1757 and 1758 of this title shall apply to the proceedings
taken hereunder, except that the form of ballot to be used shall be substantially
as follows:

Shall bonds of the (name of municipality) to the amount of $__________
be issued under subchapter 2 of chapter 53 of Title 24, Vermont Statutes
Annotated, payable only from net revenues derived from the (type) public
utility system, for the purpose of paying for the following public utility
project?

If in favor of the bond issue, make a cross (x) in this square □.

If opposed to the bond issue, make a cross (x) in this square □.

(c) The bonds authorized by this subchapter shall be sold at par, premium,
or discount by negotiated sale, competitive bid, or to the Vermont Municipal
Bond Bank.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) of this section, the
legislative branch of a municipal corporation owning a municipal plant as
defined in 30 V.S.A. § 2901 may authorize by resolution the issuance of bonds
in an amount not to exceed 50 percent of the total assets of said municipal
plant without the need for voter approval. Nothing in this subsection shall be
interpreted as eliminating the requirement for approval from the Public Utility
Commission pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 108, where applicable.

Sec. 2. 30 V.S.A. § 108 is amended to read:

§ 108. ISSUE OF BONDS OR OTHER SECURITIES

* * *
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(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the Vermont Public
Power Supply Authority or to a public utility which that meets each and all of
the following four conditions:

(1) is incorporated in some state other than Vermont;

(2) is conducting an interstate and intrastate telephone business which
that is subject to regulation by the Federal Communications Commission in
some respects;

(3) is conducting telephone operations in four or more states; and

(4) has less than 10 percent of its total investment in property used or
useful in rendering service located within this State to the extent that such
public utility may issue stock, bonds, notes, debentures, or other evidences of
indebtedness not directly or indirectly constituting or creating a lien on any
property used or useful in rendering service which that is located within this
State.

(c)(1) A municipality shall not issue bonds or notes or pledge its net
revenues under 24 V.S.A. chapter 53, respecting the ownership or operation of
a gas or electric utility, unless the Public Utility Commission first finds, upon
petition of the municipality and after notice and an opportunity for hearing,
that the proposed action will be consistent with the general good of the State.

(2) If the Public Utility Commission does not issue its ruling within
90 days of the filing of the petition, as may be extended by consent of the
municipality, the issuance of the proposed bonds or notes or pledge of net
revenues shall be deemed to be consistent with the general good of the State.

(3) If the Public Utility Commission issues a ruling in accordance with
subdivision (1) of this subsection, or does not rule within the period specified
in subdivision (2) of this subsection, a municipality must subsequently obtain
also have obtained voter approval in accordance with 24 V.S.A. chapter 53, if
required, prior to issuing bonds or notes or pledging its net revenues.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c) of this section, a
municipality may:

(1) issue bonds or notes or pledge its net revenues payable within three
years from the date of issue without such consent, provided such borrowing is
necessary in an emergency to restore service immediately after damage by
disaster; or

(2) issue bonds or notes or pledge its net revenues payable within one
year of the date of issuance without the consent otherwise required by this
subdivision, provided its total bonds, notes, or evidences of indebtedness so
payable within one year do not exceed 20 percent of its total assets; or
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(3) issue bonds or notes without the consent otherwise required by this
subdivision, provided:

(A) the amount of the issuance plus the amount of any bond or note
issuances during the previous 12 calendar months does not exceed 20 percent
of the municipality’s total assets; and

(B) after the proposed issuance, the total amount of the
municipality’s outstanding bonds, notes, or evidences of indebtedness would
not exceed 50 percent of its total assets.

Sec. 3. 30 V.S.A. § 5031(a)(4) is amended to read:

(4) Bonds and notes may be issued in accordance with this chapter,
subject to without the need to obtain the consent and approval of the Public
Utility Commission as provided in this title.

Sec. 4. 30 V.S.A. § 8002 is amended to read:

§ 8002. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(10) “Group net metering system” means a net metering system serving
more than one customer, or a single customer with multiple electric meters,
located within the service area of the same retail electricity provider. Various
buildings owned by municipalities, including water and wastewater districts,
fire districts, villages, school districts, and towns, may constitute a group net
metering system. A union or district school facility shall may be considered in
the same group net metering system with buildings of its member
municipalities schools that are located within the service area of the same retail
electricity provider that serves the facility. The cumulative group net metering
capacity of a customer that is a school district shall not exceed 1 MW provided
that each account is enrolled in only one group.

* * *

Sec. 5. 30 V.S.A. § 8010 is amended to read:

§ 8010. SELF-GENERATION AND NET METERING

* * *

(f) Except for net metering systems for which the Commission has
established a registration process, the Commission shall issue a final
determination as to an uncontested application within 90 days of the date of
the last substantive filing by a party.
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Sec. 6. PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION; RULES

(a) The Public Utility Commission shall update its applicable rules for
consistency with this act.

(b) The provisions of this act shall supersede any provisions to the contrary
contained in the Public Utility Commission’s rules as they existed immediately
prior to the effective date of this act.

Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Cummings, the Senate refused
to concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Bill Passed in Concurrence

H. 82.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence:

An act relating to the taxation of timber harvesting equipment.

Appointments Confirmed

Under suspension of the rules (and particularly, Senate Rule 93), as moved
by Senator White, the following Gubernatorial appointments were confirmed
together as a group by the Senate, without reports given by the Committees to
which they were referred and without debate:

The nomination of

Baser, Fred of Bristol - Commissioner, Vermont Housing Finance Agency -
February 1, 2019 to January 31, 2022.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Buckley, Katherine of Guilford - Commissioner, Vermont Housing Finance
Agency - February 2, 2018 to January 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Ewins, Regine of Charlotte - Member, Board of Libraries - April 1, 2019 to
February 28, 2023.
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Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Gleason, Kimberly of Essex Junction - Member, State Board of Education -
April 15, 2019 to February 28, 2025.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

McKenzie, Mary Alice of Colchester - Director, Vermont Municipal Bond
Bank - February 1, 2019, to January 31, 2021.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Coates, David of Island Pond - Director, Vermont Municipal Bond Bank -
February 1, 2019 to January 31, 2021.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Kittell, Dana of East Fairfield - Member, Vermont Economic Development
Authority - February 5, 2019 to June 30, 2024.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Stearns-Parr, Gillian of South Burlington - Member, Board of Medical
Practice, - January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Morris, Elizabeth of Richmond - Member, Children and Family Council for
Prevention Programs - August 15, 2018 to February 29, 2020.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Donohue, Mike of Shelburne - Member, Human Services Board -
February 10, 2019 to February 28, 2021.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Manning, Morgan of Johnson - Member, Children and Family Council for
Prevention Programs - August 24, 2018 to February 28, 2021.
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Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Willard, Alan R. of Woodstock - Member, State Labor Relations Board -
January 1, 2019 to June 30, 2024.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Tortolani, Robert E. of Brattleboro - Member, Board of Medical Practice -
February 5, 2019 to December 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Miller, Dale of Colchester - Member, State Workforce Development
Board - August 3, 2018 to June 30, 2019.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

LeCours, Leo of Jericho - Member, Board of Medical Practice -
January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Laackman, Allyson of Burlington - Member, Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board - January 10, 2019 to January 31, 2020.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Hildebrant, Rick A. of Clarendon - Member, Board of Medical Practice -
February 5, 2019 to December 31, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Harritt, Susan of Jericho - Member, Human Services Board - April 1, 2019
to February 28, 2023.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Cruickshank, Brenda A. of Northfield - Member, Human Services Board -
February 18, 2019 to February 28, 2023.
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Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Abdelghani, Mona of White River Junction - Member, Children and Family
Council for Prevention Programs - August 24, 2018 to February 29, 2020.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

The nomination of

Saarnijoki, Linda of Weston - Member, Board of Libraries - April 1, 2019
to February 29, 2020.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

Appointments Confirmed

The following Gubernatorial appointments were confirmed separately by
the Senate, upon full reports given by the Committees to which they were
referred:

The nominations of

Squirrell, Sarah of Waterbury Center - Commissioner, Department of
Mental Health - January 28, 2019 to February 28, 2019.

Squirrell, Sarah of Waterbury Center - Commissioner, Department of
Mental Health - March 1, 2019 to February 28, 2021.

Were collectively confirmed by the Senate.

House Concurrent Resolutions

The following joint concurrent resolutions having been placed on the
consent calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no Senator having
requested floor consideration as provided by the Joint Rules of the Senate and
House of Representatives, were severally adopted in concurrence:

By Reps. Mrowicki and others,

By Senators Balint and White,

H.C.R. 154.

House concurrent resolution honoring former Representative David L. Deen
of Westminster.

By Reps. Canfield and Helm,

By Senators Collamore, Hooker and McNeil,
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H.C.R. 155.

House concurrent resolution honoring Fair Haven Grade School principal
Wayne Cooke on his exemplary career in public education.

By Rep. Rosenquist,

By Senators Brock and Parent,

H.C.R. 156.

House concurrent resolution in memory of Georgia community leader
Harold Edmund Wilcox.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Benning and Kitchel,

H.C.R. 157.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the Fairbanks Museum &
Planetarium on its 125th anniversary of conducting continuous meteorological
services.

By Reps. Beck and others,

H.C.R. 158.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St. Johnsbury
Academy Hilltoppers boys’ Alpine ski team on winning its second consecutive
State championship.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,

H.C.R. 159.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St. Johnsbury
Academy Hilltoppers boys’ and girls’ Alpine skiing teams on winning the
trophy for the highest combined score at the State championship meet.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,

H.C.R. 160.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St. Johnsbury
Academy Division I girls’ indoor track team on winning the school’s fifth
consecutive Division I championship.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,
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H.C.R. 161.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 St. Johnsbury
Academy Hilltoppers Division I championship boys’ basketball team.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,

H.C.R. 162.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2018 St. Johnsbury
Academy Hilltoppers Division III championship field hockey team.

By Reps. Beck and others,

By Senators Kitchel and Benning,

H.C.R. 163.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the St. Johnsbury Academy
girls’ basketball team on winning the school’s second consecutive Division I
championship.

By Reps. Austin and others,

By Senator Mazza,

H.C.R. 164.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2018–2019 Colchester High
School debate program for its outstanding record and State championship
victory.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned, to reconvene on
Monday, May 6, 2019, at two o’clock in the afternoon pursuant to J.R.S. 26.

________________

MONDAY, MAY 6, 2019

Pursuant to the Senate Rules, in the absence of the President, the Senate
was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Bills Referred

Pursuant to Temporary Rule 44A the following bills having failed to meet
cross-over and being referred to the Committee on Rules are hereby referred to
their respective committees of jurisdictions:
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H. 539.

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the Town of
Stowe and to the merger of the Town and the Stowe Fire District No. 3.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 540.

An act relating to approval of the amendments to the charter of the Town of
Williston.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 544.

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the City of
Burlington.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 549.

An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Rutland Fire District
No. 10.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Kitchel, the Senate adjourned until nine o’clock in
the forenoon on Tuesday, May 7, 2019.

________________

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Pledge of Allegiance

The President then led the members of the Senate in the pledge of
allegiance.

Joint Senate Resolution Adopted on the Part of the Senate

J.R.S. 27.

Joint Senate resolution of the following title was offered, read and adopted
on the part of the Senate, and is as follows:
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By Senator Ashe,

J.R.S. 27. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

That when the two Houses adjourn on Friday, May 10, 2019, it be to meet
again no later than Tuesday, May 14, 2019.

Bill Referred to Committee on Finance

H. 107.

House bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice, and
affecting the revenue of the state, under the rule was referred to the Committee
on Finance:

An act relating to paid family and medical leave.

Message from the Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by Ms. 
Brittney L. Wilson, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that on the sixth day of
May, 2019 he approved and signed bills originating in the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 53. An act relating to determining the proportion of health care spending
allocated to primary care.

S. 68. An act relating to Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

S. 89. An act relating to allowing reflective health benefit plans at all metal
levels.

Proposals of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 13.

Senator Clarkson, for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, to which was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to alcoholic beverage and
tobacco laws.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 3, 7 V.S.A. § 64, after the words “who intentionally removes
or defaces the label attached to a keg shall be” by striking out the words
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“imprisoned not more than two years one year or” and after the following:
“fined not more than $1,000.00” by striking out the following: “, or both”

Second: By striking out Sec. 15, 7 V.S.A. § 1005, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 15 to read as follows:

Sec. 15. [Deleted.]

Third: By striking out Sec. 45, effective date, and its reader assistance
heading in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof new Secs. 45–47 and their
respective reader assistance headings to read as follows:

* * * Tax on Spirits and Fortified Wines * * *

Sec. 45. 7 V.S.A. § 422 is amended to read:

§ 422. TAX ON SPIRITS AND FORTIFIED WINES

(a) A tax of five percent is assessed on the gross revenue from the sale of
spirits and fortified wines in the State of Vermont by the Board of Liquor and
Lottery or the retail sale of spirits and fortified wines in Vermont by a
manufacturer or rectifier of spirits or fortified wines, in accordance with the
provisions of this title. The tax shall be at the following rates based on the
gross revenue of the retail sales by the seller in the current year:

(1) if the gross revenue of the seller is $500,000.00 or lower, the rate of
tax is five percent;

(2) if the gross revenue of the seller is between $500,000.00 and
$750,000.00, the rate of tax is $25,000.00 plus 10 percent of the gross
revenues over $500,000.00;

(3) if the gross revenue of the seller is $750,000.00 or more, the rate of
tax is 25 percent.

* * *

* * * Board of Liquor and Lottery; Duties * * *

Sec. 46. 7 V.S.A. § 104 is amended to read:

§ 104. DUTIES; AUTHORITY TO RESOLVE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS

The Board shall supervise and manage the sale of spirits and fortified
wines within the State in accordance with the provisions of this title, and
through the Commissioner of Liquor and Lottery shall:

* * *

(13) Set and periodically revise the prices for spirits and fortified wines
sold in Vermont in a manner that is designed to ensure that the Department
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generates revenue for the State that is equal to or greater than the revenue
generated by the Department during the prior fiscal year.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 47. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of
amendment.

Senator Sirotkin, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposals of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposals of amendment were collectively agreed to, and third
reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 47.

Senator Sirotkin, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to the taxation of electronic cigarettes.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 32 V.S.A. § 7702(15) is amended to read:

(15) “Other tobacco products” means any product manufactured from,
derived from, or containing tobacco that is intended for human consumption
by smoking, chewing, or in any other manner, including products sold as a
tobacco substitute, as defined in 7 V.S.A. § 1001(8), and including any liquids,
whether nicotine based or not, or delivery devices sold separately for use with
a tobacco substitute; but shall not include cigarettes, little cigars, roll-your-own
tobacco, snuff, or new smokeless tobacco as defined in this section, or
marijuana-related supplies sold by a dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A.
chapter 86.

Sec. 2. 7 V.S.A. § 1001(8) is amended to read:

(8) “Tobacco substitute” means products, including electronic cigarettes
or other electronic or battery-powered devices, that contain and are designed to
deliver nicotine or other substances into the body through the inhalation of
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vapor and that have not been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for tobacco cessation or other medical purposes. Products that
have been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for tobacco
cessation or other medical purposes, or marijuana-related supplies sold by a
dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A. chapter 86, shall not be considered to be
tobacco substitutes.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 205.

Senator Pollina, for the Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to the regulation of neonicotinoid pesticides.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. § 911 is amended to read:

§ 911. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(4) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(5) “Economic poison” means:

(A) any substance produced, distributed, or used for preventing,
destroying, or repelling any insects, rodents, nematodes, fungi, weeds, or other
forms of plant or animal life or viruses, except viruses on or in living man
humans or other animals, which the Secretary shall declare to be a pest;

(B) any substance produced, distributed, or used as a plant regulator,
defoliant, or desiccant.

* * *
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(7) “Fungicide” means any substance or mixture of substances intended
for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any fungi.

(8) “Herbicide” means any substance or mixture of substances intended
for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any weed.

* * *

(12) “Insecticide” means any substance or mixture of substances
intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any insects which
that may be present in any environment whatsoever.

* * *

(16) “Person” means any individual, partnership, association,
corporation, or organized group of persons whether incorporated or not.

(17) “Registrant” means the person registering any economic poison
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

(18) “Rodenticide” means any substance or mixture of substances
intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating rodents or any
other vertebrate animal which that the Secretary shall declare to be a pest.

(19) “Weed” means any plant which that grows where not wanted.

(20) “Nematocide” means any substance produced, distributed, or used
for preventing, destroying, or repelling nematodes.

(21) “Plant regulator” means any substance produced, distributed, or
used for the purposes of accelerating or retarding the rate of growth or rate of
maturation, or otherwise altering the behavior of plants but shall not include
substances produced, distributed, or used for plant nutrients, trace elements,
nutritional chemicals, plant inoculants, and soil amendments.

(22) “Defoliant” means any substance produced, distributed, or used for
causing the foliage to drop from a plant, with or without causing abscission.

(23) “Desiccant” means any substance produced, distributed, or used for
artificially accelerating the drying of plant tissues.

* * *

(25) “Agricultural seed” has the same meaning as in section 641 of this
title.

(26) “Neonicotinoid pesticide” means any economic poison containing a
chemical belonging to the neonicotinoid class of chemicals, including:

(A) imidacloprid;

(B) nithiazine;
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(C) acetamiprid;

(D) clothianidin;

(E) dinotefuran;

(F) thiacloprid;

(G) thiamethoxam; and

(H) any other chemical designated by the Secretary by rule.

(27) “Treated article” or “treated article pesticide” shall have the same
meaning as “treated article” in section 1101 of this title.

(28) “Treated article seed” means an agricultural seed, flower seed, or
vegetable seed that is a treated article pesticide.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. § 918 is amended to read:

§ 918. REGISTRATION

(a) Every economic poison which that is distributed, sold, or offered for
sale within this State or delivered for transportation or transported in intrastate
commerce or between points within this State through any point outside this
State shall be registered in the Office of the Secretary, and such registration
shall be renewed annually; provided that products which that have the same
formula are manufactured by the same person, the labeling of which contains
the same claims, and the labels of which bear a designation identifying the
product as the same economic poison may be registered as a single economic
poison; and additional names and labels shall be added by supplement
supplemental statements during the current period of registration. It is further
provided that any economic poison imported into this State, which is subject to
the provisions of any federal act providing for the registration of economic
poisons and which has been duly registered under the provisions of this
chapter, may, in the discretion of the Secretary, be exempted from registration
under this chapter, when sold or distributed in the unbroken immediate
container in which it was originally shipped. The registrant shall file with the
Secretary a statement including:

(1) The name and address of the registrant and the name and address of
the person whose name will appear on the label, if other than the registrant.

(2) The name of the economic poison.

(3) A complete copy of the labeling accompanying the economic poison
and a statement of all claims to be made for it, including directions for use.

(4) If requested by the Secretary, a full description of the tests made and
the results thereof upon which the claims are based. In the case of renewal of
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registration, a statement shall be required only with respect to information
which that is different from that furnished when the economic poison was
registered or last reregistered.

(b) The registrant shall pay an annual fee of $175.00 $200.00 for each
product registered, and $160.00 $185.00 of that amount shall be deposited in
the special fund created in section 929 of this title, of which $5.00 from each
product registration shall be used for an educational program related to the
proper purchase, application, and disposal of household pesticides, and $5.00
from each product registration shall be used to collect and dispose of obsolete
and unwanted pesticides. Of the registration fees collected under this
subsection, $15.00 of the amount collected shall be deposited in the
Agricultural Water Quality Special Fund under section 4803 of this title. Of
the registration fees collected under this subsection, $25.00 of the amount
collected shall be used to offset the additional costs of inspection of economic
poison products and to provide educational services, training, and technical
assistance to pesticide applicators, beekeepers, and the general public
regarding the effects of pesticides on pollinators and the methods or best
management practices to reduce the impacts of pesticides on pollinators. The
annual registration year shall be from December 1 to November 30 of the
following year.

* * *

(f) The Secretary shall register as a restricted use pesticide any
neonicotinoid pesticide labeled as approved for outdoor use that is distributed,
sold, sold into, or offered for sale within the State or delivered for
transportation or transported in intrastate commerce or between points within
this State through any point outside this State, provided that the Secretary shall
not register the following products as restricted use pesticides, unless classified
under federal law as restricted use products:

(1) pet care products used for preventing, destroying, repelling, or
mitigating fleas, mites, ticks, heartworms, or other insects or organisms;

(2) personal care products used for preventing, destroying, repelling, or
mitigating lice or bedbugs;

(3) indoor pest control products used for preventing, destroying,
repelling, or mitigating insects indoors; and

(4) treated article seed.
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Sec. 3. 6 V.S.A. § 3023 is amended to read:

§ 3023. DUTIES TO REGISTRATION; REPORT

(a) It shall be the duty of any Registration. A person who is the owner of
any bees, apiary, colony, or hive to report to in the State shall register with the
Secretary in writing on a form provided by the Secretary.

(b) Report. Annually the owner of any bees, apiary, colony, or hive
registered under subsection (a) of this section shall submit a report to the
Secretary that includes all of the following information:

(1) the The location of all such apiaries and number of colonies that the
person owns. The location of an apiary shall become its registered location;.

(2) the change of Whether the location of any apiary will change within
two weeks of the date that the report is submitted unless the change of location
is to provide pollination services and the colonies will be returned to a
registered apiary. Hives from a registered apiary may be moved to another
registered apiary without reregistering;.

(3) the discovery of Whether a serious disease was discovered within
any of his or her colonies; hive or colony in a registered apiary.

(4) the transportation Whether the owner transported into this the State
of any colonies or used equipment, except as noted in authorized under
subsection 3032(c) of this title; and.

(5) the fact that he or she Whether the owner is engaged in the rearing
of queen bees or any other bees for sale, if applicable.

(6) A current varroa mite and pest mitigation plan for each registered
apiary.

Sec. 4. 6 V.S.A. § 3023a is added to read:

§ 3023a. VERMONT BEEKEEPER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

(a) The Secretary, in cooperation with the Vermont Beekeepers
Association, shall establish a voluntary educational program to train a person
who owns bees, apiaries, colonies, or hives in the State. The educational
program shall address:

(1) bee health;

(2) varroa mite identification and control;

(3) identification of common diseases or pests;

(4) proper maintenance of hives;

(5) State laws regarding beekeeping and pesticide application; and



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 731

(6) continued education opportunities.

(b) The Secretary shall award a certificate to a person who completes the
Vermont beekeeper training program under subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 5. 6 V.S.A. § 3032 is amended to read:

§ 3032. TRANSPORTATION OF BEES OR USED EQUIPMENT INTO
THE STATE

(a) No Except as provided under subsections (c) and (d) of this section,
bees, used equipment, or colonies shall not be brought into the State of
Vermont unless approved by the Secretary by permit. The Secretary shall not
approve the import of bees, used equipment, or colonies from out of state
unless accompanied by a valid certificate of inspection within the previous
ten months 60 days from the state or country of origin stating that the bees,
used equipment, or bee colonies are free from bee disease.

(b) Any person, other than a common carrier, who knowingly transports or
causes to be transported used equipment or colonies to a point within this State
shall provide the secretary Secretary with a copy of the certificate of
inspection not more than 72 hours after entry into this State.

(c) This section shall not apply to a shipment of bees, equipment, or
colonies which originated outside the state State and is destined for another
point that is also located outside this State.

(d) The Secretary shall not require an import permit or a valid certificate of
inspection under subsection (a) for bees, used equipment, or colonies that:

(1) are registered in Vermont;

(2) were transported no more than 75 miles from the registered location
of the owner of the bees or colonies; and

(3) are imported back into the State within 90 days of the date of
original transport.

Sec. 6. 6 V.S.A. § 3030 is amended to read:

§ 3030. RULES

The Secretary may adopt and enforce such rules which may provide for to
implement the requirements of this chapter, including rules regarding:

(1) inspection, disinfection, seizure, destruction, or other disposition of
bees, equipment, or bee products capable of carrying or transmitting any
disease;

(2) importation of bees, equipment, or bee products capable of carrying
or transmitting any disease; or
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(3) registration and reporting by persons owning bees, an apiary, a
colony, or a hive.

Sec. 7. 6 V.S.A. § 3022 is amended to read:

§ 3022. ENFORCEMENT; INSPECTION

(a) The Secretary shall enforce the provisions of this chapter.

(b) Any person who is the owner of any bees, apiary, colony, or hive shall
pay a $10.00 annual registration fee for each location of hives apiary. The fee
revenue shall be collected by the Secretary and credited to the Weights and
Measures Testing Fund Pesticide Monitoring Revolving Fund under section
929 of this title to be used to offset the costs of inspection services and to
provide educational services and technical assistance to beekeepers in the
State.

Sec. 8. POSITIONS; POLLINATOR SPECIALIST; PESTICIDE
ENFORCEMENT

The establishment of the following new classified, full-time positions
funded from fees collected under 6 V.S.A. § 918 is authorized in fiscal year
2020:

(1) In the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets – pollinator
specialist.

(2) In the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets – enforcement
specialist.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Pearson, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Agriculture.

Senator Starr, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Agriculture.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.
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Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 518.

Senator White, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to fair and impartial policing.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out Sec. 2 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 2. JOINT LEGISLATIVE JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE;
CIVIL RIGHTS WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) During the 2019 legislative interim, the Office of the Attorney General
shall convene and facilitate a working group of representatives from the
Human Rights Commission, the Vermont chapter of the American Civil
Liberties Union, the Criminal Justice Training Council, Migrant Justice, the
Vermont Police Association, the Vermont Sheriffs’ Association, the Vermont
Association of Chiefs of Police, and the Vermont State Police. The working
group shall collaboratively establish an outreach and education strategy to
inform Vermonters of the resources available to protect civil rights pursuant to
State laws that prohibit discrimination, including the right to file a complaint
with the Human Rights Commission, the Civil Rights Unit of the Office of the
Attorney General, law enforcement agencies, and the Criminal Justice Training
Council.

(b) On or before November 1, 2019, the working group established
pursuant to this section shall report to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight
Committee and the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary and on
Government Operations on their work pursuant to subsection (a) of this section
and recommendations for legislative action to protect marginalized populations
in Vermont.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.
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Recess

On motion of Senator Ashe the Senate recessed until the fall of the gavel.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 542.

Senator Kitchel, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to making appropriations for the support of government.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. A.100 SHORT TITLE

(a) This bill may be referred to as the BIG BILL – Fiscal Year 2020
Appropriations Act.

Sec. A.101 PURPOSE

(a) The purpose of this act is to provide appropriations for the operations of
State government during fiscal year 2020. It is the express intent of the
General Assembly that activities of the various agencies, departments,
divisions, boards, and commissions be limited to those that can be supported
by funds appropriated in this act or other acts passed prior to June 30, 2019.
Agency and department heads are directed to implement staffing and service
levels at the beginning of fiscal year 2020 so as to meet this condition unless
otherwise directed by specific language in this act or other acts of the General
Assembly.

Sec. A.102 APPROPRIATIONS

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that this act serves as the
primary source and reference for appropriations for fiscal year 2020.

(b) The sums herein stated are appropriated for the purposes specified in
the following sections of this act. When no time is expressly stated during
which any of the appropriations are to continue, the appropriations are single-
year appropriations and only for the purpose indicated and shall be paid from
funds shown as the source of funds. If in this act there is an error in either
addition or subtraction, the totals shall be adjusted accordingly. Apparent
errors in referring to section numbers of statutory titles within this act may be
disregarded by the Commissioner of Finance and Management.
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(c) Unless codified or otherwise specified, all narrative portions of this act
apply only to the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2020.

Sec. A.103 DEFINITIONS

(a) As used in this act:

(1) “Encumbrances” means a portion of an appropriation reserved for
the subsequent payment of existing purchase orders or contracts. The
Commissioner of Finance and Management shall make final decisions on the
appropriateness of encumbrances.

(2) “Grants” means subsidies, aid, or payments to local governments, to
community and quasi-public agencies for providing local services, and to
persons who are not wards of the State for services or supplies and means cash
or other direct assistance, including pension contributions.

(3) “Operating expenses” means property management, repair and
maintenance, rental expenses, insurance, postage, travel, energy and utilities,
office and other supplies, equipment, including motor vehicles, highway
materials, and construction, expenditures for the purchase of land and
construction of new buildings and permanent improvements, and similar items.

(4) “Personal services” means wages and salaries, fringe benefits, per
diems, and contracted third-party services, and similar items.

Sec. A.104 RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING LAWS

(a) Except as specifically provided, this act shall not be construed in any
way to negate or impair the full force and effect of existing laws.

Sec. A.105 OFFSETTING APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In the absence of specific provisions to the contrary in this act, when
total appropriations are offset by estimated receipts, the State appropriations
shall control, notwithstanding receipts being greater or less than anticipated.

Sec. A.106 FEDERAL FUNDS

(a) In fiscal year 2020, the Governor, with the approval of the Legislature
or the Joint Fiscal Committee if the Legislature is not in session, may accept
federal funds available to the State of Vermont, including block grants in lieu
of or in addition to funds herein designated as federal. The Governor, with the
approval of the Legislature or the Joint Fiscal Committee if the Legislature is
not in session, may allocate all or any portion of such federal funds for any
purpose consistent with the purposes for which the basic appropriations in this
act have been made.
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(b) If, during fiscal year 2020, federal funds available to the State of
Vermont and designated as federal in this and other acts of the 2019 session of
the Vermont General Assembly are converted into block grants or are
abolished under their current title in federal law and reestablished under a new
title in federal law, the Governor may continue to accept such federal funds for
any purpose consistent with the purposes for which the federal funds were
appropriated. The Governor may spend such funds for such purposes for no
more than 45 days prior to Legislative or Joint Fiscal Committee approval.
Notice shall be given to the Joint Fiscal Committee without delay if the
Governor intends to use the authority granted by this section, and the Joint
Fiscal Committee shall meet in an expedited manner to review the Governor’s
request for approval.

Sec. A.107 NEW POSITIONS

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the total number of
authorized State positions, both classified and exempt, excluding temporary
positions as defined in 3 V.S.A. § 311(11), shall not be increased during fiscal
year 2020 except for new positions authorized by the 2019 session. Limited
service positions approved pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5 shall not be subject to this
restriction, nor shall positions created pursuant to the Position Pilot Program
authorized in 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179, Sec. E.100(d), as amended by
2015 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 74, by 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 172,
Sec. E.100.2, by 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.100.1, and by 2018
(Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.100.1.

Sec. A.108 LEGEND

(a) The bill is organized by functions of government. The sections
between B.100 and B.9999 contain appropriations of funds for the upcoming
budget year. The sections between E.100 and E.9999 contain language that
relates to specific appropriations or government functions, or both. The
function areas by section numbers are as follows:

B.100–B.199 and E.100–E.199 General Government

B.200–B.299 and E.200–E.299 Protection to Persons and Property

B.300–B.399 and E.300–E.399 Human Services

B.400–B.499 and E.400–E.499 Labor

B.500–B.599 and E.500–E.599 General Education

B.600–B.699 and E.600–E.699 Higher Education

B.700–B.799 and E.700–E.799 Natural Resources
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B.800–B.899 and E.800–E.899 Commerce and Community
Development

B.900–B.999 and E.900–E.999 Transportation

B.1000–B.1099 and E.1000–E.1099 Debt Service

B.1100–B.1199 and E.1100–E.1199 One-time and other appropriation
actions

(b) The C sections contain any amendments to the current fiscal year and
the D sections contain fund transfers and reserve allocations for the upcoming
budget year.

Sec. B.100 Secretary of administration - secretary's office

Personal services 901,632
Operating expenses 209,988

Total 1,111,620
Source of funds

General fund 886,620
Special funds 150,000
Internal service funds 75,000

Total 1,111,620

Sec. B.101 Secretary of administration - finance

Personal services 1,251,050
Operating expenses 128,367

Total 1,379,417
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 1,379,417
Total 1,379,417

Sec. B.102 Secretary of administration - workers' compensation insurance

Personal services 540,613
Operating expenses 229,050

Total 769,663
Source of funds

Internal service funds 769,663
Total 769,663

Sec. B.103 Secretary of administration - general liability insurance

Personal services 589,805
Operating expenses 67,265

Total 657,070
Source of funds
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Internal service funds 657,070
Total 657,070

Sec. B.104 Secretary of administration - all other insurance

Personal services 16,891
Operating expenses 15,284

Total 32,175
Source of funds

Internal service funds 32,175
Total 32,175

Sec. B.105 Agency of digital services - communications and information
technology

Personal services 48,324,719
Operating expenses 23,980,357

Total 72,305,076
Source of funds

General fund 179,238
Special funds 383,707
Internal service funds 71,742,131

Total 72,305,076

Sec. B.106 Finance and management - budget and management

Personal services 1,425,403
Operating expenses 207,736

Total 1,633,139
Source of funds

General fund 1,286,501
Internal service funds 346,638

Total 1,633,139

Sec. B.107 Finance and management - financial operations

Personal services 2,210,271
Operating expenses 651,353

Total 2,861,624
Source of funds

Internal service funds 2,861,624
Total 2,861,624

Sec. B.108 Human resources - operations

Personal services 8,421,206
Operating expenses 1,267,123

Total 9,688,329
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Source of funds
General fund 1,978,207
Special funds 277,462
Internal service funds 6,552,186
Interdepartmental transfers 880,474

Total 9,688,329

Sec. B.108.1 Human resources - VTHR operations

Personal services 1,785,852
Operating expenses 728,786

Total 2,514,638
Source of funds

Internal service funds 2,514,638
Total 2,514,638

Sec. B.109 Human resources - employee benefits & wellness

Personal services 1,022,285
Operating expenses 587,816

Total 1,610,101
Source of funds

Internal service funds 1,610,101
Total 1,610,101

Sec. B.110 Libraries

Personal services 1,990,435
Operating expenses 1,157,389
Grants 245,400

Total 3,393,224
Source of funds

General fund 2,062,056
Special funds 116,031
Federal funds 1,116,678
Interdepartmental transfers 98,459

Total 3,393,224

Sec. B.111 Tax - administration/collection

Personal services 15,677,138
Operating expenses 5,511,905

Total 21,189,043
Source of funds

General fund 19,475,589
Special funds 1,570,888
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Interdepartmental transfers 142,566
Total 21,189,043

Sec. B.112 Buildings and general services - administration

Personal services 684,803
Operating expenses 90,379

Total 775,182
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 775,182
Total 775,182

Sec. B.113 Buildings and general services - engineering

Personal services 2,702,937
Operating expenses 880,486

Total 3,583,423
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 3,583,423
Total 3,583,423

Sec. B.114 Buildings and general services - information centers

Personal services 3,482,685
Operating expenses 1,608,448
Grants 35,750

Total 5,126,883
Source of funds

General fund 648,931
Transportation fund 4,019,636
Special funds 458,316

Total 5,126,883

Sec. B.115 Buildings and general services - purchasing

Personal services 1,060,809
Operating expenses 186,998

Total 1,247,807
Source of funds

General fund 1,247,807
Total 1,247,807

Sec. B.116 Buildings and general services - postal services

Personal services 766,740
Operating expenses 120,077

Total 886,817
Source of funds
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General fund 85,063
Internal service funds 801,754

Total 886,817

Sec. B.117 Buildings and general services - copy center

Personal services 797,852
Operating expenses 137,298

Total 935,150
Source of funds

Internal service funds 935,150
Total 935,150

Sec. B.118 Buildings and general services - fleet management services

Personal services 735,645
Operating expenses 208,836

Total 944,481
Source of funds

Internal service funds 944,481
Total 944,481

Sec. B.119 Buildings and general services - federal surplus property

Personal services 14,945
Operating expenses 8,107

Total 23,052
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 23,052
Total 23,052

Sec. B.120 Buildings and general services - state surplus property

Personal services 190,580
Operating expenses 121,866

Total 312,446
Source of funds

Internal service funds 312,446
Total 312,446

Sec. B.121 Buildings and general services - property management

Personal services 1,342,177
Operating expenses 457,542

Total 1,799,719
Source of funds

Internal service funds 1,799,719
Total 1,799,719
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Sec. B.122 Buildings and general services - fee for space

Personal services 16,518,501
Operating expenses 14,082,725

Total 30,601,226
Source of funds

Internal service funds 30,601,226
Total 30,601,226

Sec. B.124 Executive office - governor's office

Personal services 1,372,645
Operating expenses 472,437

Total 1,845,082
Source of funds

General fund 1,658,582
Interdepartmental transfers 186,500

Total 1,845,082

Sec. B.125 Legislative council

Personal services 4,317,739
Operating expenses 866,574

Total 5,184,313
Source of funds

General fund 5,184,313
Total 5,184,313

Sec. B.126 Legislature

Personal services 4,234,740
Operating expenses 3,884,632

Total 8,119,372
Source of funds

General fund 8,119,372
Total 8,119,372

Sec. B.127 Joint fiscal committee

Personal services 1,858,779
Operating expenses 164,274

Total 2,023,053
Source of funds

General fund 2,023,053
Total 2,023,053
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Sec. B.128 Sergeant at arms

Personal services 785,233
Operating expenses 77,971

Total 863,204
Source of funds

General fund 863,204
Total 863,204

Sec. B.129 Lieutenant governor

Personal services 231,651
Operating expenses 31,482

Total 263,133
Source of funds

General fund 263,133
Total 263,133

Sec. B.130 Auditor of accounts

Personal services 3,477,063
Operating expenses 157,985

Total 3,635,048
Source of funds

General fund 404,513
Special funds 53,145
Internal service funds 3,177,390

Total 3,635,048

Sec. B.131 State treasurer

Personal services 3,848,234
Operating expenses 222,299

Total 4,070,533
Source of funds

General fund 981,483
Special funds 2,968,779
Interdepartmental transfers 120,271

Total 4,070,533

Sec. B.132 State treasurer - unclaimed property

Personal services 808,784
Operating expenses 316,917

Total 1,125,701
Source of funds
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Private purpose trust funds 1,125,701
Total 1,125,701

Sec. B.133 Vermont state retirement system

Personal services 5,363,103
Operating expenses 1,425,321

Total 6,788,424
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 6,788,424
Total 6,788,424

Sec. B.134 Municipal employees' retirement system

Personal services 2,035,007
Operating expenses 881,001

Total 2,916,008
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 2,916,008
Total 2,916,008

Sec. B.135 State labor relations board

Personal services 218,630
Operating expenses 50,179

Total 268,809
Source of funds

General fund 259,233
Special funds 6,788
Interdepartmental transfers 2,788

Total 268,809

Sec. B.136 VOSHA review board

Personal services 79,740
Operating expenses 12,610

Total 92,350
Source of funds

General fund 46,175
Interdepartmental transfers 46,175

Total 92,350

Sec. B.136.1 Ethics Commission

Personal services 102,584
Operating expenses 18,259

Total 120,843
Source of funds
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Internal service funds 120,843
Total 120,843

Sec. B.137 Homeowner rebate

Grants 16,600,000
Total 16,600,000

Source of funds
General fund 16,600,000

Total 16,600,000

Sec. B.138 Renter rebate

Grants 9,500,000
Total 9,500,000

Source of funds
General fund 9,500,000

Total 9,500,000

Sec. B.139 Tax department - reappraisal and listing payments

Grants 3,303,324
Total 3,303,324

Source of funds
General fund 3,303,324

Total 3,303,324

Sec. B.140 Municipal current use

Grants 16,603,039
Total 16,603,039

Source of funds
General fund 16,603,039

Total 16,603,039

Sec. B.141 Lottery commission

Personal services 1,733,694
Operating expenses 1,381,440
Grants 100,000

Total 3,215,134
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 3,215,134
Total 3,215,134

Sec. B.142 Payments in lieu of taxes

Grants 8,750,000
Total 8,750,000
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Source of funds
Special funds 8,750,000

Total 8,750,000

Sec. B.143 Payments in lieu of taxes - Montpelier

Grants 184,000
Total 184,000

Source of funds
Special funds 184,000

Total 184,000

Sec. B.144 Payments in lieu of taxes - correctional facilities

Grants 40,000
Total 40,000

Source of funds
Special funds 40,000

Total 40,000

Sec. B.145 Total general government

Source of funds
General fund 93,659,436
Transportation fund 4,019,636
Special funds 14,959,116
Federal funds 1,116,678
Internal service funds 125,854,235
Interdepartmental transfers 7,215,255
Enterprise funds 3,238,186
Pension trust funds 9,704,432
Private purpose trust funds 1,125,701

Total 260,892,675

Sec. B.200 Attorney general

Personal services 10,353,687
Operating expenses 1,523,368
Grants 26,500

Total 11,903,555
Source of funds

General fund 5,433,266
Special funds 2,015,281
Tobacco fund 348,000
Federal funds 1,256,355
Interdepartmental transfers 2,850,653

Total 11,903,555
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Sec. B.201 Vermont court diversion

Personal services 3,025,189
Grants 185,294

Total 3,210,483
Source of funds

General fund 2,770,486
Special funds 439,997

Total 3,210,483

Sec. B.202 Defender general - public defense

Personal services 11,968,678
Operating expenses 1,107,989

Total 13,076,667
Source of funds

General fund 12,487,014
Special funds 589,653

Total 13,076,667

Sec. B.203 Defender general - assigned counsel

Personal services 5,825,842
Operating expenses 49,819

Total 5,875,661
Source of funds

General fund 5,875,661
Total 5,875,661

Sec. B.204 Judiciary

Personal services 42,135,783
Operating expenses 9,655,475
Grants 121,030

Total 51,912,288
Source of funds

General fund 45,680,654
Special funds 3,248,649
Federal funds 887,586
Interdepartmental transfers 2,095,399

Total 51,912,288

Sec. B.205 State's attorneys

Personal services 13,730,084
Operating expenses 1,803,114

Total 15,533,198
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Source of funds
General fund 12,714,313
Special funds 121,240
Federal funds 31,000
Interdepartmental transfers 2,666,645

Total 15,533,198

Sec. B.206 Special investigative unit

Personal services 85,000
Operating expenses 1,100
Grants 1,913,000

Total 1,999,100
Source of funds

General fund 1,999,100
Total 1,999,100

Sec. B.207 Sheriffs

Personal services 4,245,584
Operating expenses 415,279

Total 4,660,863
Source of funds

General fund 4,660,863
Total 4,660,863

Sec. B.208 Public safety - administration

Personal services 3,686,993
Operating expenses 4,724,924
Grants 200,000

Total 8,611,917
Source of funds

General fund 4,431,288
Special funds 175,000
Federal funds 441,300
Interdepartmental transfers 3,564,329

Total 8,611,917

Sec. B.209 Public safety - state police

Personal services 56,917,271
Operating expenses 11,566,494
Grants 1,302,805

Total 69,786,570
Source of funds

General fund 40,506,303
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Transportation fund 20,250,000
Special funds 3,067,749
Federal funds 4,063,667
Interdepartmental transfers 1,898,851

Total 69,786,570

Sec. B.210 Public safety - criminal justice services

Personal services 4,365,847
Operating expenses 1,477,904

Total 5,843,751
Source of funds

General fund 3,147,212
Special funds 1,930,649
Federal funds 765,890

Total 5,843,751

Sec. B.211 Public safety - emergency management

Personal services 2,764,385
Operating expenses 1,106,406
Grants 5,111,905

Total 8,982,696
Source of funds

General fund 433,306
Special funds 230,000
Federal funds 8,319,390

Total 8,982,696

Sec. B.212 Public safety - fire safety

Personal services 6,863,783
Operating expenses 3,383,347
Grants 107,000

Total 10,354,130
Source of funds

General fund 477,905
Special funds 8,954,902
Federal funds 876,323
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 10,354,130

Sec. B.213 Public safety - Forensic Laboratory

Personal services 3,097,286
Operating expenses 1,134,268

Total 4,231,554
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Source of funds
General fund 3,177,547
Special funds 78,555
Federal funds 414,702
Interdepartmental transfers 560,750

Total 4,231,554

Sec. B.215 Military - administration

Personal services 767,401
Operating expenses 480,758
Grants 1,426,718

Total 2,674,877
Source of funds

General fund 2,674,877
Total 2,674,877

Sec. B.216 Military - air service contract

Personal services 6,024,812
Operating expenses 937,929

Total 6,962,741
Source of funds

General fund 581,730
Federal funds 6,381,011

Total 6,962,741

Sec. B.217 Military - army service contract

Personal services 8,692,642
Operating expenses 6,093,050

Total 14,785,692
Source of funds

Federal funds 14,785,692
Total 14,785,692

Sec. B.218 Military - building maintenance

Personal services 820,735
Operating expenses 687,573

Total 1,508,308
Source of funds

General fund 1,448,308
Special funds 60,000

Total 1,508,308
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Sec. B.219 Military - veterans' affairs

Personal services 833,614
Operating expenses 173,955
Grants 50,800

Total 1,058,369
Source of funds

General fund 811,151
Special funds 147,218
Federal funds 100,000

Total 1,058,369

Sec. B.220 Center for crime victim services

Personal services 2,251,106
Operating expenses 756,995
Grants 13,281,115

Total 16,289,216
Source of funds

General fund 1,264,158
Special funds 5,342,728
Federal funds 9,682,330

Total 16,289,216

Sec. B.221 Criminal justice training council

Personal services 1,294,952
Operating expenses 1,397,689

Total 2,692,641
Source of funds

General fund 2,488,016
Interdepartmental transfers 204,625

Total 2,692,641

Sec. B.222 Agriculture, food and markets - administration

Personal services 1,475,369
Operating expenses 438,811
Grants 210,972

Total 2,125,152
Source of funds

General fund 979,008
Special funds 714,922
Federal funds 431,222

Total 2,125,152
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Sec. B.223 Agriculture, food and markets - food safety and consumer
protection

Personal services 4,296,689
Operating expenses 752,772
Grants 2,750,000

Total 7,799,461
Source of funds

General fund 2,895,182
Special funds 3,644,093
Federal funds 1,253,186
Interdepartmental transfers 7,000

Total 7,799,461

Sec. B.224 Agriculture, food and markets - agricultural development

Personal services 1,717,913
Operating expenses 1,080,763
Grants 1,394,875

Total 4,193,551
Source of funds

General fund 2,100,030
Special funds 688,828
Federal funds 1,404,693

Total 4,193,551

Sec. B.225 Agriculture, food and markets - agricultural resource management
and environmental stewardship

Personal services 2,446,869
Operating expenses 586,350
Grants 223,334

Total 3,256,553
Source of funds

General fund 730,945
Special funds 1,816,068
Federal funds 454,022
Interdepartmental transfers 255,518

Total 3,256,553

Sec. B.225.1 Agriculture, food and markets - Vermont Agriculture and
Environmental Lab

Personal services 1,589,625
Operating expenses 932,332

Total 2,521,957
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Source of funds
General fund 921,265
Special funds 1,536,479
Interdepartmental transfers 64,213

Total 2,521,957

Sec. B.225.2 Agriculture, Food and Markets - Clean Water

Personal services 2,909,421
Operating expenses 479,805
Grants 1,707,000

Total 5,096,226
Source of funds

General fund 1,205,080
Special funds 3,410,618
Federal funds 93,097
Interdepartmental transfers 387,431

Total 5,096,226

Sec. B.226 Financial regulation - administration

Personal services 1,949,236
Operating expenses 467,013

Total 2,416,249
Source of funds

Special funds 2,416,249
Total 2,416,249

Sec. B.227 Financial regulation - banking

Personal services 1,783,809
Operating expenses 408,155

Total 2,191,964
Source of funds

Special funds 2,191,964
Total 2,191,964

Sec. B.228 Financial regulation - insurance

Personal services 4,030,293
Operating expenses 556,143

Total 4,586,436
Source of funds

Special funds 4,586,436
Total 4,586,436
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Sec. B.229 Financial regulation - captive insurance

Personal services 4,710,762
Operating expenses 584,596

Total 5,295,358
Source of funds

Special funds 5,295,358
Total 5,295,358

Sec. B.230 Financial regulation - securities

Personal services 949,284
Operating expenses 234,192

Total 1,183,476
Source of funds

Special funds 1,183,476
Total 1,183,476

Sec. B.232 Secretary of state

Personal services 10,521,639
Operating expenses 2,875,930
Grants 150,000

Total 13,547,569
Source of funds

Special funds 11,394,045
Federal funds 2,153,524

Total 13,547,569

Sec. B.233 Public service - regulation and energy

Personal services 10,723,409
Operating expenses 1,443,544
Grants 2,767,237

Total 14,934,190
Source of funds

Special funds 13,407,207
Federal funds 532,983
ARRA funds 921,260
Interdepartmental transfers 50,000
Enterprise funds 22,740

Total 14,934,190

Sec. B.234 Public utility commission

Personal services 3,285,568
Operating expenses 471,932
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Total 3,757,500
Source of funds

Special funds 3,757,500
Total 3,757,500

Sec. B.235 Enhanced 9-1-1 Board

Personal services 3,803,802
Operating expenses 388,612
Grants 720,000

Total 4,912,414
Source of funds

Special funds 4,912,414
Total 4,912,414

Sec. B.236 Human rights commission

Personal services 627,615
Operating expenses 75,932

Total 703,547
Source of funds

General fund 628,256
Federal funds 75,291

Total 703,547

Sec. B.236.1 Liquor & Lottery Comm. Office

Personal services 525,243
Operating expenses 5,350

Total 530,593
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 530,593
Total 530,593

Sec. B.237 Liquor control - administration

Personal services 2,743,126
Operating expenses 1,120,841

Total 3,863,967
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 3,863,967
Total 3,863,967

Sec. B.238 Liquor control - enforcement and licensing

Personal services 2,238,782
Operating expenses 453,153

Total 2,691,935



756 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

Source of funds
Tobacco fund 213,843
Federal funds 184,484
Interdepartmental transfers 5,000
Enterprise funds 2,288,608

Total 2,691,935

Sec. B.239 Liquor control - warehousing and distribution

Personal services 1,082,020
Operating expenses 469,338

Total 1,551,358
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 1,551,358
Total 1,551,358

Sec. B.240 Total protection to persons and property

Source of funds
General fund 162,522,924
Transportation fund 20,250,000
Special funds 87,357,278
Tobacco fund 561,843
Federal funds 54,587,748
ARRA funds 921,260
Interdepartmental transfers 14,655,414
Enterprise funds 8,257,266

Total 349,113,733

Sec. B.300 Human services - agency of human services - secretary's office

Personal services 11,152,461
Operating expenses 6,805,654
Grants 2,920,202

Total 20,878,317
Source of funds

General fund 7,775,309
Special funds 135,517
Federal funds 11,555,036
Global Commitment fund 453,000
Interdepartmental transfers 959,455

Total 20,878,317

Sec. B.301 Secretary's office - global commitment

Operating expenses 3,150,212
Grants 1,633,011,237
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Total 1,636,161,449
Source of funds

General fund 562,727,602
Special funds 34,969,169
Tobacco fund 21,049,373
State health care resources fund 16,915,501
Federal funds 985,132,025
Interdepartmental transfers 15,367,779

Total 1,636,161,449

Sec. B.303 Developmental disabilities council

Personal services 366,501
Operating expenses 94,962
Grants 191,595

Total 653,058
Source of funds

Special funds 12,000
Federal funds 641,058

Total 653,058

Sec. B.304 Human services board

Personal services 718,478
Operating expenses 87,620

Total 806,098
Source of funds

General fund 451,554
Federal funds 332,018
Interdepartmental transfers 22,526

Total 806,098

Sec. B.305 AHS - administrative fund

Personal services 350,000
Operating expenses 10,150,000

Total 10,500,000
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 10,500,000
Total 10,500,000

Sec. B.306 Department of Vermont health access - administration

Personal services 134,603,806
Operating expenses 29,905,859
Grants 7,314,723

Total 171,824,388



758 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

Source of funds
General fund 29,222,317
Special funds 6,096,108
Federal funds 124,749,165
Global Commitment fund 4,214,196
Interdepartmental transfers 7,542,602

Total 171,824,388

Sec. B.307 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - global
commitment

Personal services 547,983
Grants 738,383,660

Total 738,931,643
Source of funds

Global Commitment fund 738,931,643
Total 738,931,643

Sec. B.308 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - long
term care waiver

Grants 213,712,634
Total 213,712,634

Source of funds
Global Commitment fund 213,712,634

Total 213,712,634

Sec. B.309 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - state
only

Grants 49,211,558
Total 49,211,558

Source of funds
General fund 37,605,920
Global Commitment fund 11,605,638

Total 49,211,558

Sec. B.310 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid non-waiver
matched

Grants 32,435,074
Total 32,435,074

Source of funds
General fund 11,425,047
Federal funds 21,010,027

Total 32,435,074
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Sec. B.311 Health - administration and support

Personal services 5,464,580
Operating expenses 5,852,063
Grants 4,040,881

Total 15,357,524
Source of funds

General fund 2,867,817
Special funds 1,824,499
Federal funds 7,063,414
Global Commitment fund 3,510,576
Interdepartmental transfers 91,218

Total 15,357,524

Sec. B.312 Health - public health

Personal services 44,859,249
Operating expenses 8,623,418
Grants 36,469,334

Total 89,952,001
Source of funds

General fund 10,159,167
Special funds 18,230,647
Tobacco fund 1,088,918
Federal funds 46,234,807
Global Commitment fund 13,068,355
Interdepartmental transfers 1,145,107
Permanent trust funds 25,000

Total 89,952,001

Sec. B.313 Health - alcohol and drug abuse programs

Personal services 4,363,807
Operating expenses 255,634
Grants 51,538,398

Total 56,157,839
Source of funds

General fund 1,946,686
Special funds 1,170,177
Tobacco fund 949,917
Federal funds 17,574,970
Global Commitment fund 34,516,089

Total 56,157,839
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Sec. B.314 Mental health - mental health

Personal services 32,082,652
Operating expenses 4,434,083
Grants 235,668,505

Total 272,185,240
Source of funds

General fund 7,694,909
Special funds 1,184,904
Federal funds 9,132,390
Global Commitment fund 254,099,789
Interdepartmental transfers 73,248

Total 272,185,240

Sec. B.316 Department for children and families - administration & support
services

Personal services 41,156,642
Operating expenses 11,526,385
Grants 1,342,620

Total 54,025,647
Source of funds

General fund 25,200,417
Special funds 2,706,557
Federal funds 23,918,495
Global Commitment fund 1,981,083
Interdepartmental transfers 219,095

Total 54,025,647

Sec. B.317 Department for children and families - family services

Personal services 38,125,454
Operating expenses 4,931,546
Grants 78,289,704

Total 121,346,704
Source of funds

General fund 44,468,327
Special funds 877,587
Federal funds 27,412,577
Global Commitment fund 48,476,324
Interdepartmental transfers 111,889

Total 121,346,704
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Sec. B.318 Department for children and families - child development

Personal services 4,718,950
Operating expenses 850,728
Grants 78,657,975

Total 84,227,653
Source of funds

General fund 38,122,315
Special funds 1,820,000
Federal funds 33,144,045
Global Commitment fund 11,118,793
Interdepartmental transfers 22,500

Total 84,227,653

Sec. B.319 Department for children and families - office of child support

Personal services 10,805,408
Operating expenses 3,679,303

Total 14,484,711
Source of funds

General fund 4,306,156
Special funds 455,719
Federal funds 9,335,236
Interdepartmental transfers 387,600

Total 14,484,711

Sec. B.320 Department for children and families - aid to aged, blind and
disabled

Personal services 2,252,206
Grants 10,298,023

Total 12,550,229
Source of funds

General fund 8,649,899
Global Commitment fund 3,900,330

Total 12,550,229

Sec. B.321 Department for children and families - general assistance

Personal services 15,000
Grants 6,912,360

Total 6,927,360
Source of funds

General fund 6,530,025
Federal funds 111,320
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Global Commitment fund 286,015
Total 6,927,360

Sec. B.322 Department for children and families - 3SquaresVT

Grants 29,827,906
Total 29,827,906

Source of funds
Federal funds 29,827,906

Total 29,827,906

Sec. B.323 Department for children and families - reach up

Operating expenses 51,517
Grants 33,039,481

Total 33,090,998
Source of funds

General fund 6,873,872
Special funds 21,079,984
Federal funds 2,455,524
Global Commitment fund 2,681,618

Total 33,090,998

Sec. B.324 Department for children and families - home heating fuel
assistance/LIHEAP

Grants 16,019,953
Total 16,019,953

Source of funds
Special funds 1,259,217
Federal funds 14,760,736

Total 16,019,953

Sec. B.325 Department for children and families - office of economic
opportunity

Personal services 522,340
Operating expenses 43,673
Grants 9,809,823

Total 10,375,836
Source of funds

General fund 5,065,004
Special funds 57,990
Federal funds 4,423,154
Global Commitment fund 829,688

Total 10,375,836
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Sec. B.326 Department for children and families - OEO - weatherization
assistance

Personal services 326,525
Operating expenses 44,525
Grants 12,498,018

Total 12,869,068
Source of funds

Special funds 8,272,978
Federal funds 4,596,090

Total 12,869,068

Sec. B.327 Department for children and families - Woodside rehabilitation
center

Personal services 5,099,274
Operating expenses 715,868

Total 5,815,142
Source of funds

General fund 5,718,142
Interdepartmental transfers 97,000

Total 5,815,142

Sec. B.328 Department for children and families - disability determination
services

Personal services 6,276,032
Operating expenses 419,984

Total 6,696,016
Source of funds

General fund 107,003
Federal funds 6,589,013

Total 6,696,016

Sec. B.329 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - administration &
support

Personal services 32,686,936
Operating expenses 5,723,801

Total 38,410,737
Source of funds

General fund 17,097,670
Special funds 1,390,457
Federal funds 18,856,326
Interdepartmental transfers 1,066,284

Total 38,410,737
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Sec. B.330 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - advocacy and
independent living grants

Grants 19,611,505
Total 19,611,505

Source of funds
General fund 7,623,375
Federal funds 7,148,466
Global Commitment fund 4,839,664

Total 19,611,505

Sec. B.331 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - blind and visually
impaired

Grants 1,661,457
Total 1,661,457

Source of funds
General fund 389,154
Special funds 223,450
Federal funds 743,853
Global Commitment fund 305,000

Total 1,661,457

Sec. B.332 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - vocational
rehabilitation

Grants 7,024,368
Total 7,024,368

Source of funds
General fund 1,371,845
Federal funds 4,402,523
Interdepartmental transfers 1,250,000

Total 7,024,368

Sec. B.333 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - developmental services

Grants 232,315,311
Total 232,315,311

Source of funds
General fund 155,125
Special funds 15,463
Federal funds 359,857
Global Commitment fund 231,739,866
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 232,315,311



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 765

Sec. B.334 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - TBI home and
community based waiver

Grants 5,788,057
Total 5,788,057

Source of funds
Global Commitment fund 5,788,057

Total 5,788,057

Sec. B.335 Corrections - administration

Personal services 3,108,496
Operating expenses 238,644

Total 3,347,140
Source of funds

General fund 3,347,140
Total 3,347,140

Sec. B.336 Corrections - parole board

Personal services 333,919
Operating expenses 81,081

Total 415,000
Source of funds

General fund 415,000
Total 415,000

Sec. B.337 Corrections - correctional education

Personal services 3,366,460
Operating expenses 244,932

Total 3,611,392
Source of funds

General fund 3,462,608
Interdepartmental transfers 148,784

Total 3,611,392

Sec. B.338 Corrections - correctional services

Personal services 113,866,882
Operating expenses 21,526,975
Grants 8,474,287

Total 143,868,144
Source of funds

General fund 137,048,955
Special funds 929,963
Federal funds 479,209
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Global Commitment fund 5,013,702
Interdepartmental transfers 396,315

Total 143,868,144

Sec. B.339 Corrections - Correctional services-out of state beds

Personal services 6,226,759
Total 6,226,759

Source of funds
General fund 6,226,759

Total 6,226,759

Sec. B.340 Corrections - correctional facilities - recreation

Personal services 391,140
Operating expenses 455,845

Total 846,985
Source of funds

Special funds 846,985
Total 846,985

Sec. B.341 Corrections - Vermont offender work program

Personal services 1,509,826
Operating expenses 525,784

Total 2,035,610
Source of funds

Internal service funds 2,035,610
Total 2,035,610

Sec. B.342 Vermont veterans' home - care and support services

Personal services 20,371,013
Operating expenses 5,019,422

Total 25,390,435
Source of funds

General fund 345,783
Special funds 15,990,205
Federal funds 9,054,447

Total 25,390,435

Sec. B.343 Commission on women

Personal services 333,046
Operating expenses 60,085

Total 393,131
Source of funds

General fund 390,631
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Special funds 2,500
Total 393,131

Sec. B.344 Retired senior volunteer program

Grants 151,096
Total 151,096

Source of funds
General fund 151,096

Total 151,096

Sec. B.345 Green Mountain Care Board

Personal services 7,620,589
Operating expenses 360,199

Total 7,980,788
Source of funds

General fund 3,192,315
Special funds 4,788,473

Total 7,980,788

Sec. B.346 Total human services

Source of funds
General fund 998,134,944
Special funds 124,340,549
Tobacco fund 23,088,208
State health care resources fund 16,915,501
Federal funds 1,421,043,687
Global Commitment fund 1,591,072,060
Internal service funds 2,035,610
Interdepartmental transfers 39,446,402
Permanent trust funds 25,000

Total 4,216,101,961

Sec. B.400 Labor - programs

Personal services 29,542,710
Operating expenses 10,454,244
Grants 4,575,300

Total 44,572,254
Source of funds

General fund 4,569,407
Special funds 7,049,772
Federal funds 31,540,700
Interdepartmental transfers 1,412,375

Total 44,572,254
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Sec. B.401 Total labor

Source of funds
General fund 4,569,407
Special funds 7,049,772
Federal funds 31,540,700
Interdepartmental transfers 1,412,375

Total 44,572,254

Sec. B.500 Education - finance and administration

Personal services 6,596,440
Operating expenses 4,295,315
Grants 14,270,700

Total 25,162,455
Source of funds

General fund 3,747,829
Special funds 15,218,303
Education fund 3,367,483
Federal funds 2,199,952
Global Commitment fund 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 368,888

Total 25,162,455

Sec. B.501 Education - education services

Personal services 18,270,055
Operating expenses 1,405,450
Grants 119,396,536

Total 139,072,041
Source of funds

General fund 6,384,982
Special funds 3,414,114
Tobacco fund 750,388
Federal funds 128,522,557

Total 139,072,041

Sec. B.502 Education - special education: formula grants

Grants 212,956,000
Total 212,956,000

Source of funds
Education fund 212,956,000

Total 212,956,000
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Sec. B.503 Education - state-placed students

Grants 18,000,000
Total 18,000,000

Source of funds
Education fund 18,000,000

Total 18,000,000

Sec. B.504 Education - adult education and literacy

Grants 4,371,050
Total 4,371,050

Source of funds
General fund 3,605,000
Federal funds 766,050

Total 4,371,050

Sec. B.504.1 Education - Flexible Pathways

Grants 8,599,000
Total 8,599,000

Source of funds
General fund 0
Education fund 8,599,000

Total 8,599,000

Sec. B.505 Education - adjusted education payment

Grants 1,426,100,000
Total 1,426,100,000

Source of funds
Education fund 1,426,100,000

Total 1,426,100,000

Sec. B.506 Education - transportation

Grants 19,800,000
Total 19,800,000

Source of funds
Education fund 19,800,000

Total 19,800,000

Sec. B.507 Education - small school grants

Grants 8,400,000
Total 8,400,000

Source of funds
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Education fund 8,400,000
Total 8,400,000

Sec. B.510 Education - essential early education grant

Grants 6,808,000
Total 6,808,000

Source of funds
Education fund 6,808,000

Total 6,808,000

Sec. B.511 Education - technical education

Grants 14,150,000
Total 14,150,000

Source of funds
Education fund 14,150,000

Total 14,150,000

Sec. B.511.1 State Board of Education

Personal services 25,000
Operating expenses 55,845

Total 80,845
Source of funds

General fund 80,845
Total 80,845

Sec. B.514 State teachers' retirement system

Grants 120,247,389
Total 120,247,389

Source of funds
General fund 113,466,168
Education fund 6,781,221

Total 120,247,389

Sec. B.514.1 State teachers' retirement system administration

Personal services 5,305,211
Operating expenses 1,673,583

Total 6,978,794
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 6,978,794
Total 6,978,794
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Sec. B.515 Retired teachers' health care and medical benefits

Grants 31,067,652
Total 31,067,652

Source of funds
General fund 31,067,652

Total 31,067,652

Sec. B.516 Total general education

Source of funds
General fund 158,352,476
Special funds 18,632,417
Tobacco fund 750,388
Education fund 1,724,961,704
Federal funds 131,488,559
Global Commitment fund 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 368,888
Pension trust funds 6,978,794

Total 2,041,793,226

Sec. B.600 University of Vermont

Grants 42,509,093
Total 42,509,093

Source of funds
General fund 40,485,359
Global Commitment fund 2,023,734

Total 42,509,093

Sec. B.602 Vermont state colleges

Grants 29,800,464
Total 29,800,464

Source of funds
General fund 29,800,464

Total 29,800,464

Sec. B.602.1 Vermont state colleges - Supplemental Aid

Grants 700,000
Total 700,000

Source of funds
General fund 700,000

Total 700,000
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Sec. B.603 Vermont state colleges - allied health

Grants 1,157,775
Total 1,157,775

Source of funds
General fund 748,314
Global Commitment fund 409,461

Total 1,157,775

Sec. B.605 Vermont student assistance corporation

Grants 19,978,588
Total 19,978,588

Source of funds
General fund 19,978,588

Total 19,978,588

Sec. B.606 New England higher education compact

Grants 84,000
Total 84,000

Source of funds
General fund 84,000

Total 84,000

Sec. B.607 University of Vermont - Morgan Horse Farm

Grants 1
Total 1

Source of funds
General fund 1

Total 1

Sec. B.608 Total higher education

Source of funds
General fund 91,796,726
Global Commitment fund 2,433,195

Total 94,229,921

Sec. B.700 Natural resources - agency of natural resources - administration

Personal services 2,302,597
Operating expenses 1,079,841
Grants 19,960

Total 3,402,398
Source of funds

General fund 2,720,669
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Special funds 581,818
Interdepartmental transfers 99,911

Total 3,402,398

Sec. B.701 Natural resources - state land local property tax assessment

Operating expenses 2,561,955
Total 2,561,955

Source of funds
General fund 2,140,455
Interdepartmental transfers 421,500

Total 2,561,955

Sec. B.702 Fish and wildlife - support and field services

Personal services 17,628,262
Operating expenses 5,704,905
Grants 1,068,313

Total 24,401,480
Source of funds

General fund 6,088,870
Special funds 166,892
Fish and wildlife fund 9,236,567
Federal funds 8,789,226
Interdepartmental transfers 119,925

Total 24,401,480

Sec. B.703 Forests, parks and recreation - administration

Personal services 957,931
Operating expenses 994,054

Total 1,951,985
Source of funds

General fund 1,951,985
Total 1,951,985

Sec. B.704 Forests, parks and recreation - forestry

Personal services 5,879,782
Operating expenses 796,027
Grants 459,000

Total 7,134,809
Source of funds

General fund 4,873,880
Special funds 412,999
Federal funds 1,487,097
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Interdepartmental transfers 360,833
Total 7,134,809

Sec. B.705 Forests, parks and recreation - state parks

Personal services 8,900,714
Operating expenses 2,563,470

Total 11,464,184
Source of funds

General fund 292,679
Special funds 11,111,505
Permanent trust funds 60,000

Total 11,464,184

Sec. B.706 Forests, parks and recreation - lands administration and recreation

Personal services 1,346,739
Operating expenses 1,384,647
Grants 2,600,914

Total 5,332,300
Source of funds

General fund 853,114
Special funds 2,020,151
Federal funds 2,336,535
Interdepartmental transfers 122,500

Total 5,332,300

Sec. B.708 Forests, parks and recreation - forest and parks access roads

Personal services 65,425
Operating expenses 114,500

Total 179,925
Source of funds

General fund 179,925
Total 179,925

Sec. B.709 Environmental conservation - management and support services

Personal services 6,617,612
Operating expenses 3,781,860
Grants 150,000

Total 10,549,472
Source of funds

General fund 1,451,231
Special funds 572,936
Federal funds 809,608
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Interdepartmental transfers 7,715,697
Total 10,549,472

Sec. B.710 Environmental conservation - air and waste management

Personal services 19,437,340
Operating expenses 8,660,985
Grants 5,076,000

Total 33,174,325
Source of funds

General fund 424,736
Special funds 22,886,187
Federal funds 9,613,852
Interdepartmental transfers 249,550

Total 33,174,325

Sec. B.711 Environmental conservation - office of water programs

Personal services 21,732,819
Operating expenses 6,821,783
Grants 26,784,881

Total 55,339,483
Source of funds

General fund 7,994,351
Special funds 14,321,195
Federal funds 31,935,599
Interdepartmental transfers 1,088,338

Total 55,339,483

Sec. B.713 Natural resources board

Personal services 2,752,876
Operating expenses 530,151

Total 3,283,027
Source of funds

General fund 637,074
Special funds 2,645,953

Total 3,283,027

Sec. B.714 Total natural resources

Source of funds
General fund 29,608,969
Special funds 54,719,636
Fish and wildlife fund 9,236,567
Federal funds 54,971,917
Interdepartmental transfers 10,178,254
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Permanent trust funds 60,000
Total 158,775,343

Sec. B.800 Commerce and community development - agency of commerce
and community development - administration

Personal services 2,013,794
Operating expenses 1,331,369
Grants 552,627

Total 3,897,790
Source of funds

General fund 3,877,790
Interdepartmental transfers 20,000

Total 3,897,790

Sec. B.801 Economic development

Personal services 4,027,032
Operating expenses 1,102,979
Grants 5,011,099

Total 10,141,110
Source of funds

General fund 4,742,394
Special funds 1,645,350
Federal funds 3,708,366
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 10,141,110

Sec. B.802 Housing & community development

Personal services 3,723,802
Operating expenses 779,039
Grants 11,773,050

Total 16,275,891
Source of funds

General fund 2,753,913
Special funds 5,185,233
Federal funds 7,883,744
Interdepartmental transfers 453,001

Total 16,275,891

Sec. B.806 Tourism and marketing

Personal services 1,321,226
Operating expenses 1,644,599
Grants 121,880

Total 3,087,705
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Source of funds
General fund 3,083,118
Interdepartmental transfers 4,587

Total 3,087,705

Sec. B.808 Vermont council on the arts

Grants 718,589
Total 718,589

Source of funds
General fund 718,589

Total 718,589

Sec. B.809 Vermont symphony orchestra

Grants 141,214
Total 141,214

Source of funds
General fund 141,214

Total 141,214

Sec. B.810 Vermont historical society

Grants 984,956
Total 984,956

Source of funds
General fund 984,956

Total 984,956

Sec. B.811 Vermont housing and conservation board

Grants 30,886,467
Total 30,886,467

Source of funds
Special funds 11,900,243
Federal funds 18,986,224

Total 30,886,467

Sec. B.812 Vermont humanities council

Grants 217,959
Total 217,959

Source of funds
General fund 217,959

Total 217,959
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Sec. B.813 Total commerce and community development

Source of funds
General fund 16,519,933
Special funds 18,730,826
Federal funds 30,578,334
Interdepartmental transfers 522,588

Total 66,351,681

Sec. B.900 Transportation - finance and administration

Personal services 12,544,062
Operating expenses 2,898,007
Grants 55,000

Total 15,497,069
Source of funds

Transportation fund 14,625,869
Federal funds 871,200

Total 15,497,069

Sec. B.901 Transportation - aviation

Personal services 3,714,895
Operating expenses 5,298,065
Grants 231,676

Total 9,244,636
Source of funds

Transportation fund 4,749,136
Federal funds 4,495,500

Total 9,244,636

Sec. B.902 Transportation - buildings

Operating expenses 907,746
Total 907,746

Source of funds
Transportation fund 907,746

Total 907,746

Sec. B.903 Transportation - program development

Personal services 53,367,048
Operating expenses 217,771,750
Grants 27,258,553

Total 298,397,351
Source of funds

Transportation fund 41,049,563
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TIB fund 11,835,572
Federal funds 245,117,997
Interdepartmental transfers 191,790
Local match 202,429

Total 298,397,351

Sec. B.904 Transportation - rest areas construction

Personal services 40,000
Operating expenses 639,706

Total 679,706
Source of funds

Transportation fund 99,280
Federal funds 580,426

Total 679,706

Sec. B.905 Transportation - maintenance state system

Personal services 45,218,248
Operating expenses 48,330,691
Grants 365,000

Total 93,913,939
Source of funds

Transportation fund 91,036,152
Federal funds 2,777,787
Interdepartmental transfers 100,000

Total 93,913,939

Sec. B.906 Transportation - policy and planning

Personal services 4,281,699
Operating expenses 894,939
Grants 6,015,583

Total 11,192,221
Source of funds

Transportation fund 2,921,480
Federal funds 8,238,741
Interdepartmental transfers 32,000

Total 11,192,221

Sec. B.907 Transportation - rail

Personal services 5,252,055
Operating expenses 29,683,296

Total 34,935,351
Source of funds

Transportation fund 18,237,032
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TIB fund 760,000
Federal funds 15,019,569
Interdepartmental transfers 918,750

Total 34,935,351

Sec. B.908 Transportation - public transit

Personal services 1,526,070
Operating expenses 165,372
Grants 32,132,957

Total 33,824,399
Source of funds

Transportation fund 8,056,111
Federal funds 25,768,288

Total 33,824,399

Sec. B.909 Transportation - central garage

Personal services 4,530,648
Operating expenses 15,581,390

Total 20,112,038
Source of funds

Internal service funds 20,112,038
Total 20,112,038

Sec. B.910 Department of motor vehicles

Personal services 21,561,929
Operating expenses 11,588,772

Total 33,150,701
Source of funds

Transportation fund 31,657,492
Federal funds 1,345,934
Interdepartmental transfers 147,275

Total 33,150,701

Sec. B.911 Transportation - town highway structures

Grants 6,333,500
Total 6,333,500

Source of funds
Transportation fund 6,333,500

Total 6,333,500

Sec. B.912 Transportation - town highway local technical assistance program

Personal services 357,757
Operating expenses 48,550
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Total 406,307
Source of funds

Transportation fund 106,307
Federal funds 300,000

Total 406,307

Sec. B.913 Transportation - town highway class 2 roadway

Grants 7,648,750
Total 7,648,750

Source of funds
Transportation fund 7,648,750

Total 7,648,750

Sec. B.914 Transportation - town highway bridges

Personal services 3,239,423
Operating expenses 10,143,100
Grants 451,328

Total 13,833,851
Source of funds

Transportation fund 1,304,648
TIB fund 701,815
Federal funds 10,887,721
Local match 939,667

Total 13,833,851

Sec. B.915 Transportation - town highway aid program

Grants 25,982,744
Total 25,982,744

Source of funds
Transportation fund 25,982,744

Total 25,982,744

Sec. B.916 Transportation - town highway class 1 supplemental grants

Grants 128,750
Total 128,750

Source of funds
Transportation fund 128,750

Total 128,750

Sec. B.917 Transportation - town highway: state aid for nonfederal disasters

Grants 1,150,000
Total 1,150,000

Source of funds
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Transportation fund 1,150,000
Total 1,150,000

Sec. B.918 Transportation - town highway: state aid for federal disasters

Grants 180,000
Total 180,000

Source of funds
Transportation fund 20,000
Federal funds 160,000

Total 180,000

Sec. B.919 Transportation - municipal mitigation assistance program

Operating expenses 204,000
Grants 2,904,416

Total 3,108,416
Source of funds

Transportation fund 1,680,416
Special funds 0
Federal funds 1,428,000

Total 3,108,416

Sec. B.920 Transportation - public assistance grant program

Operating expenses 500,000
Grants 3,640,000

Total 4,140,000
Source of funds

Transportation fund 100,000
Special funds 640,000
Federal funds 3,000,000
Interdepartmental transfers 400,000

Total 4,140,000

Sec. B.921 Transportation board

Personal services 246,347
Operating expenses 35,844

Total 282,191
Source of funds

Transportation fund 282,191
Total 282,191

Sec. B.922 Total transportation

Source of funds
Transportation fund 258,077,167



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 783

TIB fund 13,297,387
Special funds 640,000
Federal funds 319,991,163
Internal service funds 20,112,038
Interdepartmental transfers 1,789,815
Local match 1,142,096

Total 615,049,666

Sec. B.1000 Debt service

Operating expenses 82,765,729
Total 82,765,729

Source of funds
General fund 78,638,324
Transportation fund 560,231
ARRA funds 1,069,511
TIB debt service fund 2,497,663

Total 82,765,729

Sec. B.1001 Total debt service

Source of funds
General fund 78,638,324
Transportation fund 560,231
ARRA funds 1,069,511
TIB debt service fund 2,497,663

Total 82,765,729

Sec. B.1100 [Deleted.]

Sec. B.1100.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. B.1101 FISCAL YEAR 2020 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In fiscal year 2020, funds are appropriated from the General Fund as
follows:

(1) To the State Treasurer: $65,000 for a pension group membership
study.

(2) To the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation: $500,000 to be
administered in a manner that is consistent with both the existing advancement
grants program and the one-time nature of this appropriation.

(3) To the Department for Children and Families, Office of Economic
Opportunity: $100,000 for pass-through grants to the Community Action
Agencies to provide funding for the regional Microbusiness Development
Programs pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 3722.
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(4) To the Department for Children and Families: $1,000,000 for grants
to the Parent Child Centers for infrastructure improvements.

(5) To the Department of Mental Health: $60,000 for a grant to the
Copeland Center for peer support services.

(6) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets: $75,000 for a
grant to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board for federal rural
development grant writing assistance in fiscal year 2020.

(7) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets: $150,000 for
grants to be awarded through Vermont Working Lands program.

(8) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets: $50,000 for
mosquito control.

(9) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets: $50,000 for Farm
to School nutrition initiatives.

(10) To the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation: $100,000 for
supplemental funding for the Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic
Collaborative grants awarded in fiscal year 2020.

(11) To the Vermont State Colleges: $200,000 for Vermont Technical
College to design and pilot a minimum of three Associates Degree Programs to
be delivered at a minimum of three technical centers in Vermont. Year one of
the Associates Degree is to be concurrent with a student’s senior year of high
school, so that the Associates Degree can be earned the subsequent year. 
Design work includes seeking appropriate approvals from accreditors.

(12) To the Department for Children and Families: $1,000,000 to the
Child Development Division to begin implementation of the plan established
pursuant to Sec. E.318.4 of this act regarding information systems.

(13) To the Department of Children and Families: $350,000 to the
Child Development Division for the following:

(A) $50,000 to facilitate the implementation of the Council for
Professional Regulation’s Child Development Associate Credential curriculum
in technical centers throughout the State. Any unused funds appropriated
pursuant to this section shall be reserved to fund grants set forth in 33 V.S.A.
§ 3516 for students who completed the Child Development Associate
Credential at a Vermont technical center.

(B) $300,000 for grants for incentivizing child care professionals
consistent with 33 V.S.A. § 3516.
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(14) To the Department for Children and Families, Woodside
Rehabilitation Center: $200,000 for costs associated with transitioning from a
treatment facility to a detention facility.

(15) To the Department of Health, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Programs:
$200,000 for a pilot program to provide transportation services to support and
recovery and treatment programs for clients who are opioid addicted. The
Department shall establish participation requirements for clients who are
eligible for transportation services under this pilot.  

(16) To the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living:
$750,000. These funds shall be matched with federal Medicaid funds and
expended in equal amounts over fiscal years 2020 through 2022. In each year
these funds shall be for the statewide administration of the Support and
Services at Home (SASH) program. The intent is for this portion of statewide
administration funding to transition to the statewide ACO as additional
Medicare covered lives are attributed to the ACO during this three-year period.
These funds are in addition to other funding included in the Department’s
budget for SASH. The Department shall include a report on the SASH
statewide administration with the fiscal year 2021 budget presentation.

(17) To the Legislature: $20,000 to hire consultant services for
upgrades to the legislature’s software program’s appointment data base.

(18) To the Department for Children and Families, Office of Economic
Opportunity, Weatherization Assistance: $1,000,000.

(19) To the Vermont State Colleges: $120,000 for the purpose of
housing academic records of students who attended Burlington College prior
to its ceasing operations. These records shall be made available to students
and other relevant parties who require transcripts or other pertinent
information.

(20) To the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation: $120,000 for
logger safety and value-added forest products initiatives as follows:

(A) To support the costs of a request for proposal to develop a least
three course curriculums and associated training materials for an accident
prevention and safety training program for logging contractors.

(B) A grant to the Vermont Logger Education to Advance
Professionalism (LEAP) program for the purpose of providing financial
assistance to logging contractors to reduce the total costs of logger safety
training or continuing education in logger safety. Financial assistance from the
LEAP program shall be in the form of grants.



786 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(C) To provide grant funds of up to $10,000 to applicants engaged in
adding value to forest products within the State. These grants shall be used by
the applicant to pay for expenses associated with State and local permit
application costs, project consultation costs, engineering and siting costs, and
expert witness analysis and testimony necessary for permitting.

(21) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development:
$25,000 to issue as a grant for the commissioning ceremony of the USS
Vermont.

(22) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development:
$115,000 for grants to no less than four regional economic development
organizations.

(23) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development:
$2,000,000 to fund the economic development initiatives specified in
legislation enacted during the 2019 legislative session.

(24) To the Vermont Council on the Arts: $5,000 to provide matching
funds from the National Endowment for the Arts.

Sec. B.1102 [Deleted.]

Sec. B.1103 [Deleted.]

Sec. C.100 FISCAL YEAR 2019 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In fiscal year 2019, funds are appropriated from the General Fund as
follows:

(1) To the Agency of Digital Services: $500,000 of which $200,000 is
allocated for network device upgrades to enhance network safety and $300,000
is allocated for a network assessment.

(2) To the Department of Buildings and General Services: $500,000 for
the purpose of installing electric vehicle charging stations at State facilities and
to support the purchase of fully electric vehicles for the State motor pool.

(3) To the Department for Children and Families: $500,000 to fund
LIHEAP administration for one year as the Department transitions to lower
cost methods for administering this program. The Department shall evaluate
the allocation methodology of the program and whether it is being
administered efficiently.

(4) To the Agency of Human Services: $2,000,000 to fund grants for
the development of an electronic medical/health records system for the State’s
Designated Agency system.
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(A) Vermont Care Partners and the Agency of Human Services shall
present a plan for review and approval by the Joint Fiscal Committee at its
July 2019 meeting. The plan shall summarize the development and
implementation of the system and demonstrate that this project will support the
goals set forth in the State-wide Health Information Technology (HIT) Plan
(defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9351) and meet, at a minimum, the connectivity
requirements set forth in the State-wide HIT plan and the requirements of the
Centers for Medicaid Services (CMS). The plan shall support current payment
reform initiatives and include the projected project timeline and total budget
including the allocation of this appropriation. No funds shall be released prior
to review and approval by the Joint Fiscal Committee.

(5) To the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board: $500,000 for
acquisition of land that is of Statewide importance.

(b) In fiscal year 2019, funds are appropriated from fund number 21638
the AG-Fees & Reimbursements-Court Order Fund as follows:

(1) To the Attorney General: $250,000. This appropriation shall carry
forward for use in fiscal year 2020.

(2) To the Agency of Transportation: $2,000,000 for an Electric Vehicle
purchase or lease incentive program.

(c) In fiscal year 2019, $400,000 funds are appropriated from fund number
21912 the Evidence Based Education Manufacturing Fund to the Department
of Health for the Substance Misuse Prevention Advisory Council. A portion
of these funds may be used for analysis and planning including an inventory of
direct substance misuse prevention funding currently allocated in the State
budget. The remaining funds shall be used to implement the comprehensive
State-wide substance misuse prevention plan developed by the Council.

Sec. C.101 FISCAL YEAR 2019 ONE-TIME FUND TRANSFER

(a) In fiscal year 2019, funds are transferred from the General Fund as
follows:

(1) $948,271 to the Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund, established
in 20 V.S.A. § 45(c).

Sec. C.102 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. D.101 as
amended by Sec. 56 of H.532 of 2019, is further amended to read:

Sec. D.101 FUND TRANSFERS, REVERSIONS, AND RESERVES

* * *

(b) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, in fiscal year
2019:
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* * *

(2) The following estimated amounts, which may be all or a portion of
unencumbered fund balances, shall be transferred from the following funds to
the General Fund in fiscal year 2019. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee at its July meeting the
final amounts transferred from each fund and certify that such transfers will
not impair the agency, office, or department reliant upon each fund from
meeting its statutory requirements.

21638 AG-Fees & Reimbursements-Court Order
2,000,000.00 4,188,000.00

21928 Secretary of State Services Fund 2,607,923.00

62100 Unclaimed Property Fund 2,978,680.00

* * *

Sec. C.103 FISCAL YEAR 2019 TOBACCO LITIGATION SETTLEMENT
FUND TRANSFER AND YEAR END BALANCE

(a) Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. chapter 225, $1,500,000 is transferred
from the Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund to the General Fund in fiscal
year 2019.

(b) Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. § 9502(b), the actual balances at the end of
fiscal year 2019 in the Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund established by
32 V.S.A. § 435a shall remain in the Fund.

Sec. C.104 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.125 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.125 Legislative council

Personal services 4,063,930 4,168,930
Operating expenses 827,857 827,857

Total 4,891,787 4,996,787
Source of funds

General fund 4,891,787 4,996,787
Total 4,891,787 4,996,787

Sec. C.105 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.126 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.126 Legislature

Personal services 4,091,578 3,921,578
Operating expenses 3,809,338 3,809,338

Total 7,900,916 7,730,916
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Source of funds
General fund 7,900,916 7,730,916

Total 7,900,916 7,730,916

Sec. C.106 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.127 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.127 Joint fiscal committee

Personal services 1,696,568 1,746,568
Operating expenses 159,358 159,358

Total 1,855,926 1,905,926
Source of funds

General fund 1,855,926 1,905,926
Total 1,855,926 1,905,926

Sec. C.107 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec, B.128 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.128 Sergeant at arms

Personal services 737,216 752,216
Operating expenses 68,612 68,612

Total 805,828 820,828
Source of funds

General fund 805,828 820,828
Total 805,828 820,828

Sec. C.108 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.503 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.503 Education - state-placed students

Grants 15,700,000 18,400,000
Total 15,700,000 18,400,000

Source of funds
Education fund 15,700,000 18,400,000

Total 15,700,000 18,400,000

Sec. C.109 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.516 as
amended by 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 40 is further amended to read:

Sec. 40. 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.516 is amended to
read:

Sec. B.516 Total general education

Source of funds
General fund 136,968,810 136,968,810
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Special funds 19,483,091 19,483,091
Tobacco fund 750,388 750,388
Education fund 1,650,519,334 1,653,219,334
Federal funds 138,281,079 138,281,079
Global Commitment fund 260,000 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 4,204,714 4,204,714
Pension trust funds 7,781,379 7,781,379

Total 1,958,248,795 1,960,948,748

Sec. C. 110 2018 (Sp. Session) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B. 514 is
amended to read:

Sec. B.514 State teachers’ retirement system

Grants 99,940,777 100,440,777
Total 99,940,777 100,440,777

Source of funds
General fund 92,241,519 92,741,519
Education fund 7,699,258 7,699,258

Total 99,940,777 100,440,777

Sec. C. 111 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.515 is
amended to read:

Sec. B.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits

Grants 31,639,205 31,139,205
Total 31,639,205 31,139,205

Source of funds
General fund 31,639,205 31,139,205

Total 31,639,205 31,139,205

Sec. C.112 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.514 is amended
to read:

Sec. E.514 State teachers’ retirement system

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(g)(2), the annual contribution to
the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS) shall be $105,640,777 of which
$99,940,777 $100,440,777 shall be the State’s contribution and $5,700,000
$5,200,000 shall be contributed from local school systems or educational
entities pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 1944c.

* * *

Sec. C.113 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.515 is amended
to read:

Sec. E.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits
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(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944b(b)(2), $31,639,205 $31,139,205
will be contributed to the Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits Fund.

Sec. C.114 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 69, Sec. C.1 is amended to read:

Sec. C.1. THE GREEN MOUNTAIN SECURE RETIREMENT PLAN

(a) The State of Vermont shall, consistent with federal law and regulation,
adopt design, and implement a voluntary Multiple Employer Plan (MEP)
ERISA-covered public retirement plan, employing a multiple employer plan or
aggregated single employer plans, which shall remain in compliance with
federal law and regulations once implemented, and shall be called the “Green
Mountain Secure Retirement Plan.”

* * *

(c) The Plan shall:

* * *

(2) automatically enroll all employees of employers that choose to
participate in the MEP;

(3) allow employees the option of withdrawing their enrollment and
ending their participation in the MEP;

* * *

(d) The State of Vermont shall implement the “Green Mountain Secure
Retirement Plan” on or before January 15, 2019, based on the
recommendations of the Public Retirement Plan Study Committee as set forth
in 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 157, Sec. F.1.

Sec. C.115 SPECIAL FUND APPROPRIATION FOR TAX COMPUTER
SYSTEMS

(a) In fiscal year 2019 $10,000,000 is appropriated to the Department of
Taxes from the Tax Computer System Modernization Special Fund established
pursuant to 2007 Acts and Resolves No. 65, Sec. 282, as amended by 2011
Acts and Resolves No. 63, Sec. C.103, as amended by 2013 Acts and Resolves
No. 1, Sec. 65, as amended by 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 95, Sec. 62, as
amended by 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 47, as amended by 2018
(Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.111.1, and as further amended by
2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 102. This appropriation shall carry
forward through fiscal year 2022.

Sec. C.116 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 88 is amended to read:

Sec. 88.  FISCAL YEAR 2019 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATIONS AND
                TRANSFERS FROM THE GENERAL FUND
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(a) The following appropriations are made from the General Fund in fiscal
year 2019:

* * *

(6)  To the Joint Fiscal Office:  $275,000 to be allocated as follows for
the following studies that will be comprehensively defined in the fiscal year
2020 budget process:

(A)  $250,000 to be reserved to fund contracted for research and
findings to identify and examine the factors contributing to Vermont’s high
rate of children entering the custody of the State.  Such research shall study the
preventive and upstream services and interventions provided to families and
the extent to which these supports to families have demonstrated effectiveness
in allowing children to remain with their families.  Policy recommendations
resulting from this research are intended to inform funding decisions regarding
these services to ensure the safety of Vermont’s vulnerable children and to
enhance the long-term stability and well-being of these families.

(i) The Joint Fiscal Office is authorized to enter into a direct
contract with the University of Vermont in lieu of a bid process. In the event
that such a contract takes place, the payments shall be made in intervals of:
twenty-five percent( 25% ) upon signing; thirty percent (30%) to be paid after
approval of a final work plan by the Chairs of the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations, the House Committee on Human Services, and
the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare Committee; thirty percent (30%)
on agreed upon mid-contract term project status report or presentation; and
fifteen percent (15%) upon report completion and presentation to the
Legislature on or before January 30, 2020.

(ii) The Agency of Human Services and the Department for
Children and Families shall execute memoranda and provide data in a timely
fashion and in a manner consistent with any federal requirements as needed for
this research project.

(B)  $25,000 to be reserved to fund contracted services a direct
contract with the Council of State Governments Justice Center for research and
findings related to:

(i) Vermont’s population of incarcerated women, including the
types of offenses for which this population is incarcerated and alternatives to
incarceration available to this population to assist the State in its planning for
correctional facilities; and

(ii) the detention population of the Department of Corrections
(DOC) and policy recommendations to reduce this population and/or reduce
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the need for DOC in-state bed capacity for this population.  The report shall be
submitted to the General Assembly on or before December 15, 2019.

* * *

Sec. D.100 APPROPRIATIONS; PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX

(a) This act contains the following amounts appropriated from special
funds that receive revenue from the property transfer tax. Expenditures from
these appropriations shall not exceed available revenues.

(1) The sum of $518,000 is appropriated from the Current Use
Administration Special Fund to the Department of Taxes for administration of
the Use Tax Reimbursement Program. Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 9610(c),
amounts above $518,000 from the property transfer tax that are deposited into
the Current Use Administration Special Fund shall be transferred into the
General Fund.

(2) The sum of $10,804,840 is appropriated from the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Trust Fund to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board
(VHCB).  Notwithstanding 10 V.S.A. § 312, amounts above $10,804,840 from
the property transfer tax and surcharge established by 32 V.S.A. § 9602a that
are deposited into the Vermont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund shall be
transferred into the General Fund.

(A) The dedication of $2,500,000 in revenue from the property
transfer tax pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 9610(d) for the debt payments on the
affordable housing bond (10 V.S.A. § 314) is to be offset by the reduction of
$1,500,000 in the appropriation to the VHCB and $1,000,000 from the
surcharge established by 32 V.S.A. § 9602a. The fiscal year 2020
appropriation of $10,804,840 to VHCB reflects the $1,500,000 reduction. The
affordable housing bond and related property transfer tax and surcharge
provisions are repealed after the life of the bond on July 1, 2039. Once the
bond is retired, the $1,500,000 reduction in the appropriation to VHCB is
intended to be restored.

(3) The sum of $3,760,599 is appropriated from the Municipal and
Regional Planning Fund. Notwithstanding 24 V.S.A. § 4306(a), amounts
above $3,760,599 from the property transfer tax that are deposited into the
Municipal and Regional Planning Fund shall be transferred into the General
Fund. The $3,760,599 shall be allocated as follows:

(A) $2,924,417 for disbursement to regional planning commissions
in a manner consistent with 24 V.S.A. § 4306(b);

(B) $457,482 for disbursement to municipalities in a manner
consistent with 24 V.S.A. § 4306(b);
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(C) $378,700 to the Agency of Digital Services for the Vermont
Center for Geographic Information established in 10 V.S.A. § 122.

Sec. D.101 FUND TRANSFERS AND REVERSIONS

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following amounts are
transferred from the funds indicated:

(1) From the Clean Water Fund established by 10 V.S.A. § 1388 to the
following:

(A) Agricultural Water Quality Special Fund created under 6 V.S.A.
§ 4803: $1,845,000.

(B) Lake in Crisis Response Program Fund created under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1315: $50,000.

(2) From the Transportation Fund to the Downtown Transportation and
Related Capital Improvement Fund established by 24 V.S.A. § 2796 to be used
by the Vermont Downtown Development Board for the purposes of the Fund:
$423,966.

(3) From the Transportation Infrastructure Bond Fund established by
19 V.S.A. § 11f to the Transportation Infrastructure Bonds Debt Service Fund
established by 32 V.S.A. § 951a for funding fiscal year 2021 transportation
infrastructure bonds debt service: $2,502,613.

(b) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, in fiscal year
2020:

(1) The following amounts shall be transferred to the General Fund
from the funds indicated:

22005 AHS Central Office earned federal receipts 6,474,593.00

50300 Liquor Control Fund 1,805,000.00

62100 Unclaimed Property Fund 1,305,143.00
Caledonia Fair 5,000.00
North Country Hospital Loan 24,250.00

(2) The following estimated amounts, which may be all or a portion of
unencumbered fund balances, shall be transferred from the following funds to
the General Fund in fiscal year 2020. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee at its July meeting the
final amounts transferred from each fund and certify that such transfers will
not impair the agency, office, or department reliant upon each fund from
meeting its statutory requirements.
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21638 AG-Fees & Reimbursements-Court Order 2,000,000.00

21928 Secretary of State Services Fund 2,032,817.00

(3) In fiscal year 2020, notwithstanding 2016 Acts and Resolves No.
172, Sec. E.228, $29,955,763 of the unencumbered balances in the Insurance
Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21075), the Captive
Insurance Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21085), and the
Securities Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21080) shall be
transferred to the General Fund.

(c) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, in fiscal year
2020:

(1) The following amounts shall revert to the General Funds from the
accounts indicated:

1210001000 Legislative Council 75,000.00

1210002000 Legislature 175,000.00

1220000000 Joint Fiscal Office 30,000.00

Sec. D.101.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. D.102 [Deleted.]

Sec. D.103 [Deleted.]

Sec. D.104 32 V.S.A. § 308b(c) is amended to read:

(c) The Human Services Caseload Reserve shall contain two sub-accounts:

(1) A sub-account for incurred but not reported Medicaid expenses.
Each year beginning with fiscal year 2020, the Department of Finance and
Management shall adjust the amount reserved for incurred but not reported
Medicaid expenses to equal the amount specified in the most recently
completed Comprehensive Annual Financial Report as of June 30th of the
prior fiscal year for the estimated amount of incurred but not reported
Medicaid expenses associated with the current Medicaid Global Commitment
waiver.

* * * GENERAL GOVERNMENT * * *

Sec. E.100 EXECUTIVE BRANCH POSITION AUTHORIZATIONS

(a) The establishment of the following permanent classified positions is
authorized in fiscal year 2020:

(1) In the Department for Children and Families’ Family Services
Division – thirteen (3) Family Services Worker, two (2) Family Services
Supervisor, three (3) Resource Coordinator, and one (1) Assistant Attorney
General to fill the position of a staff attorney.
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(2) In the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living –
one (1) Director of Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind Services.

(b) The positions established in this subdivision shall be transferred and
converted from existing vacant positions in the Executive Branch and shall not
increase the total number of authorized State positions, as defined in
Sec. A.107 of this act.

Sec. E.100.1 REPORT; REACH UP CASE MANAGEMENT REDUCTION
IN FORCE (RIF)

(a) The Secretary of Administration shall provide a written report to the
Joint Fiscal Committee on or before November 1, 2019 on the status of the
RIF resulting from reduced need for case management services in the Reach
Up program and the concurrent reduction in funding to the Department for
Children and Families in fiscal year 2020. The report shall include
information on whether individuals impacted were hired into other state
positions, retired, or separated from State employment.

Sec. E.101 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.106 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.111 Tax – administration/collection

(a) Of this appropriation, $15,000 is from the Current Use Administration
Special Fund established by 32 V.S.A. § 9610(c) and shall be appropriated for
programming changes to the CAPTAP software used by municipalities for
establishing property values and administering their grand lists.

Sec. E.112 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.113 Buildings and general services – engineering

(a) The $3,583,423 interdepartmental transfer in this appropriation shall be
from the fiscal year 2020 General Bond Fund appropriation in the Capital Bill
of the 2019 legislative session.

Sec. E.124 32 V.S.A. § 306 is amended to read:

§ 306. BUDGET REPORT

(a) The Governor shall submit to the General Assembly, not later than the
third Tuesday of every annual session, a budget which shall embody his or her
estimates, requests, and recommendations for appropriations or other
authorizations for expenditures from the State Treasury. In the first year of the
biennium, the budget shall relate to the two succeeding fiscal years. In the
second year of the biennium, it shall relate to the succeeding fiscal year. The
budget shall be based upon the official State revenue estimates, including the
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Medicaid estimated caseloads and per-member per-month expenditures,
adopted by the Emergency Board pursuant to section 305a of this title.

(1) The Governor shall As part of the budget report, the Governor shall:

(A) develop and publish annually for public review as part of the
budget report a current services budget, providing the public with an estimate
of what the current level of services is projected to cost in the next fiscal year.;

(B) provide an estimated cost of deferred infrastructure maintenance
in the State’s transportation system; and

(C) itemize current services liabilities, including the total obligations
and the amount estimated for full funding in the current year in which an
amortization schedule exists. These shall include the following liabilities
projected for the start of the budget fiscal year:

(i) pension liabilities for the Vermont State Employees’
Retirement System (VSERS) and the Vermont State Teachers’ Retirement
System (VSTRS), and other postemployment benefit liabilities under current
law and relevant Government Accounting Standards Board standards for these
systems;

(ii) child care fee scale funding requirements pursuant to
33 V.S.A. §3512 to bring total year funding to current market rates and current
federal poverty levels;

(iii) Reach Up funding full benefit obligations, including the
standard of need for the current fiscal year, prior to any rateable reductions
made pursuant to 33 V.S.A. §1103(a), which ensure that the expenditures for
the programs shall not exceed appropriations;

(iv) statutory funding levels from the Property Transfer Tax
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 9610;

(v) projected fund liabilities of the funds identified in the “Notes”
section of the most recent Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR),
including the Workers ’Compensation Fund, the State Liability Insurance
Fund, the Medical Insurance Fund, and the Dental Insurance Fund; and

(vi) a summary of other nonmajor enterprise funds and internal
service funds where deficits exist in excess of $1,500,000.

(2) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

* * *
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Sec. E.126 2 V.S.A. chapter 14 is added to read:

CHAPTER 14. JOINT LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

§ 451. CREATION OF COMMITTEE: PURPOSE

(a) Creation. There is created the Joint Legislative Management
Committee. The Committee shall provide general oversight and management
across the offices of the General Assembly, and administrative services to the
legislative offices and the legislature.

(b)  Membership.  The Committee shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) four members of the House, which shall include representatives of
the Legislative Council Committee, the Joint Fiscal Committee, and the Rules
Committee, and shall consist of:

(A) the Speaker of the House; and

(B) three members of the House appointed by the Speaker, not all
from the same political party, and

(2) four members of the Senate, which shall include representatives of
the Legislative Council Committee, the Joint Fiscal Committee, and the Rules
Committee, and shall consist of:

(A) the President Pro Tempore; and

(B) three members of the Senate appointed by the Committee on
Committees, not all from the same political party.

(c) Members shall serve a term of two years or until their successors are
appointed. The term of a member shall end upon his or her ceasing to be a
member of the General Assembly.

(d) Interim vacancies may be filled by appointment by the Committee on
Committees or the Speaker of the House in the same manner as in subsection
(b) of this section.

(e) Initial appointments shall be made upon passage of this act, with initial
terms concluding the moment new appointments to the Committee are made in
January 2021.

(f) Subsequent appointments shall be made biennially at the same time as
standing committees.

(g) The Committee shall meet immediately following the appointment of
its membership to elect a chair and a vice chair and to organize and conduct its
business. The Committee may meet as often as it deems necessary and a
majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
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business. Meetings may be called by the Chair or by a majority of the
members.

(h) For attending a meeting of Committee when he or she is not receiving
compensation as a member of the General Assembly, a member of the
Committee shall be entitled to the same per diem compensation and
reimbursement for necessary expenses as provided members of standing
committees under section 406 of this title.

Sec. E.126.1 JOINT LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE;
INITIAL DUTIES IN 2019

(a) The Joint Legislative Management Committee, established pursuant to
2 V.S.A. § 451, shall consider and recommend the most appropriate
organization, structure, and oversight of the staff and staff offices of the
General Assembly. The Committee shall:

(1) Consider the recommendations contained in the National Conference
of State Legislatures (NCSL) “Vermont General Assembly Legislative Branch
Workforce Comparative Evaluation” March 2019 report.

(2) Consult with and consider the recommendations of:

(A) the Joint Fiscal Committee;

(B) the Legislative Council Committee;

(C) the Legislative Information Technology Committee;

(D) the Joint Rules Committee;

(E) the Chief Fiscal Officer, Director and Chief Counsel, House
Clerk, Senate Secretary, and Sergeant at Arms;

(F) supervisors and employees of every staff office as the Committee
deems appropriate;

(G) members of the General Assembly as the Committee deems
appropriate; and

(H) any other person the Committee deems appropriate.

(b) Report. On or before December 15, 2019, the Committee shall submit
to the General Assembly a written report setting forth detailed
recommendations concerning the most appropriate organization, structure, and
oversight of the staff and staff offices of the General Assembly.

(c) The report shall contain draft statutory language and draft budgetary
changes necessary to implement the recommendations set forth in the
Committee’s report.



800 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(d) Assistance. In carrying out the duties set forth in this section, the
Committee shall have the assistance and support of the Joint Fiscal Office, the
Office of Legislative Council, and the Sergeant at Arms.

Sec. E.126.2 LEGISLATIVE BRANCH POSITIONS

(a) Legislature: The establishment of two (2) new permanent exempt
Legislative Staff positions are authorized within the legislature in fiscal year
2020. The position titles will be determined by the Joint Legislative
Management Committee.

(b) Joint Fiscal Office: The establishment of one (1) new permanent
exempt Administrative Research Assistant position is authorized within the
legislative Joint Fiscal Office in fiscal year 2020.

Sec. E.126.3   JOINT LEGISLATIVE JUSTICE OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE; 2019 LEGISLATIVE INTERIM 

(a) During the 2019 legislative interim, the Joint Legislative Justice
Oversight Committee shall consider the following criminal justice reform
strategies as part of an effort which will be called Justice Reinvestment II.
These policies should be pursued in order to create a smarter criminal justice
system that prevents avoidable incarceration, returns people to communities
without risking public safety, and reduces or eliminates the need for out-of-
state prison placements or new prison bed capacity in Vermont:

(1)  furlough reform, including the possible elimination of furlough;

(2)  management of the detainee population;

(3)  sentencing reforms, including the possible elimination of weekend
and nighttime sentences, and the elimination of work crew in favor of
restorative justice;

(4)  expansion of restorative justice and diversion programs;

(5)  establishment of new transitional housing facilities to reintegrate
offenders into the community;

(6)  establishment of new treatment-centered facilities as an alternative
to incarceration for certain drug and DUI offenses;

(7)  parole reform, including presumptive parole; and

(8) the release of non-violent women offenders for whom community-
based treatment and services would be more appropriate.

(b)  The Committee should utilize the expertise of the Justice Center of the
Council on State Governments to the maximum extent possible, and shall
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report any recommendations in the form of proposed legislation to the General
Assembly on or before December 15, 2019.

Sec. E.127 2 V.S.A. § 501(a) is amended to read:

(a) There is created a Joint Fiscal Committee whose membership shall be
appointed at the beginning on or before January 15 of each biennial session of
the General Assembly. The Committee shall consist of five Representatives
and five Senators as follows:

* * *

Sec. E.127.1 2 V.S.A. § 503 is amended to read:

§ 503. FUNCTIONS

* * *

(b) The Joint Fiscal Committee shall:

(1) furnish research services and secretarial services of a fiscal nature to
the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations, the Senate Committee
on Finance, the House Committee on Ways and Means, the House and Senate
Committees on Transportation, and the Joint Fiscal Committee;

(2) carry on a continuing review of the fiscal operations of the State,
including revenues, budgeting, and expenditures;

(3) accept grants and approve any related limited service positions, gifts,
loans, or any other thing of value, approved by the Governor, under the
provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 5, when the General Assembly is not in session; and

* * *

Sec. E.127.2 32 V.S.A. § 5 is amended to read:

§ 5. ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS

(a) No Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Loan” means a loan that is interest free or below market value.

(2) “State agency” means an Executive Branch agency, department,
commission, or board.

(b) Executive Branch approval.

(1) Approval required. A State agency shall not accept the original of
any grant, gift, loan, or any sum of money, or thing of value may be accepted
by any agency, department, commission, board, or other part of State
government except as follows:
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(A) the State agency is granted approval pursuant to this subsection;
or

(B) Joint Fiscal Committee policies adopted pursuant to subsection
(e) of this section do not require a State agency to obtain approval.

(2) Governor review.

(1) All such items must be submitted to the The Governor who shall
review each grant, gift, loan, or any sum of money, or thing of value and shall
send a copy of the approval or rejection to the Joint Fiscal Committee through
the Joint Fiscal Office together with the following information with respect to
said these items:

(A) the source of the grant, gift, or loan and value;

(B) the legal and referenced titles of the grant, title, in the case of a
grant;

(C) the costs, direct and indirect, for the present and future years
related to such a grant;

(D) the receiving department and/or program which will utilize the
grant, or both;

(E) a brief statement of purpose; and

(F) any impact on existing programs if grant there is not accepted a
rejection.

(2)(3) Legislative review.

(A) The Governor’s approval in subdivision (b)(2) of this section
shall be final unless except as follows:

(i) When the General Assembly is not in session, within 30 days
of receipt of such information the copy of an approval and related information
required under subdivision (b)(2) of this section, a member of the Joint Fiscal
Committee requests such grant, gift, loan, sum of money, or thing of value be
placed on the Committee’s agenda of the Joint Fiscal Committee,; or,

(ii) when the General Assembly is in session, within 30 days of
receipt of the copy of an approval and related information required under
subdivision (b)(2) of this section, a member of the Committee requests that
such grant, gift, loan, sum of money, or thing of value be held for legislative
approval. If a copy of an approval and related information is received when
the General Assembly is in session, but before the members of the Joint Fiscal
Committee are appointed, one of the statutorily appointed members of the
Committee may request to hold a grant for legislative approval. Legislative
approval under this subdivision may be granted by legislation or resolution.
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(B) In the event of such a request to hold a grant made pursuant to
subdivision (3) of this subsection, the grant shall not be accepted until
approved by the Joint Fiscal Committee or the Legislature General Assembly.

(C) The 30-day period described in subdivision (3)(A)(i) of this
subsection may be reduced where expedited consideration is warranted in
accordance with adopted Joint Fiscal Committee policies adopted pursuant to
subsection (e) of this section.

(D) During the legislative session Upon receipt of the copy of an
approval and related information required under subdivision (b)(2) of this
section while the General Assembly is in session, the Joint Fiscal Committee
shall promptly file a notice with the House and Senate Clerks for publication
in the respective calendars of any grant approval requests that are submitted by
the administration.

(3)(4) Exceptions.

(A) General. This The review and approval process set forth in
subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to the following items, if the
acceptance of those items will not incur additional expense to the State or
create an ongoing requirement for funds, services, or facilities:

(i) the acceptance of grants, gifts, donations, loans, sums of
money, or other things of value with a value of $5,000.00 $15,000.00 or less,
if the acceptance of those items will not incur additional expense to the State
or create an ongoing requirement for funds, services, or facilities; or

(ii) the acceptance by the Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation and the Department of Fish and Wildlife of grants, gifts, donations,
loans, or other things of value with a value of $15,000.00 or less; or

(iii) the acceptance by the Vermont Veterans’ Home of grants,
gifts, donations, loans, or other things of value with a value of $10,000.00 or
less a legal settlement.

(B)(i) Notification required. The receiving agency shall promptly
notify the Secretary of Administration and Joint Fiscal Office shall be
promptly notified of the source, value, and purpose of any items received
under this subdivision; provided, however, that no notification is required for
an item received under this subdivision with a value of less than $1,500.00.

(ii) The Joint Fiscal Office shall report all such items received under
this subdivision to the Joint Fiscal Committee quarterly. The provisions of
2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to
be made under this subdivision.
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(4)(5) Transportation. With respect to acceptance of the original of a
federal transportation earmark or of a discretionary federal grant for a
transportation project, the provisions of subdivisions subdivision (1) and (2) of
this subsection shall apply, except that in addition:

(A) notification of the Governor’s approval or rejection shall also be
made to the Chairs of the House and Senate Committees on Transportation;
and

(B) such grant or earmark shall be placed on the agenda, and shall be
subject to the approval, of a committee comprising the Joint Fiscal Committee
and the Chairs of the House and Senate Committees on Transportation, if one
of the Chairs or a member of the Joint Fiscal Committee so requests.

(c) Legislative and Judicial Branch approval.

(1) Approval required. The Legislative and Judicial Branches shall not
accept the original of any grant, gift, loan, or any sum of money, or thing of
value except as follows:

(A) approval is granted pursuant to the process set forth in
subdivision (b)(3) of this section if the item received has a value of more than
$15,000; and

(B) notification is sent to the Joint Fiscal Committee and the
Secretary of Administration of the source, value, and purpose of the item
received if the item has a value of $1,500.00 or more.

(2) Exceptions. The review process set forth in subdivision (b)(2) of
this section shall not apply to the approval of any grant, gift, loan, or any sum
of money, or thing of value received by the Legislative or Judicial Branches.

(b)(d) In accordance with subsection (a) of this section, Limited service
position. The Joint Fiscal Committee is authorized to approve a limited
service position request in conjunction with a grant, a limited service position
request for a if the position is explicitly stated for a specific purpose in the
grant, may be authorized and the position request is approved pursuant to the
process set forth in subsection (b) of this section. The position shall terminate
with the expiration of the grant funding unless otherwise funded by an act of
the General Assembly. Such authorized A limited service positions position
request shall not be created until the appointing authority has certified include
a certification from the appointing authority to the Joint Fiscal Committee that
there exists equipment and housing for the positions position or that funds are
available to purchase equipment and housing for the positions position.

(e) Policies. The Joint Fiscal Committee is authorized to adopt policies to
implement this section, including a policy on expedited review by the Joint
Fiscal Committee when the General Assembly is not in session.
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Sec. E.131 10 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:

§ 9. INVESTMENT IN VERMONT COMMUNITY LOAN FUND

Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 433(a) to the contrary, the
State Treasurer is authorized to invest up to $1,000,000.00 $1,500,000.00 of
short-term operating or restricted funds in the Vermont Community Loan Fund
on terms acceptable to the Treasurer and consistent with prudent investment
principles and guidelines pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 433(b)-(c).

Sec. E.133 Vermont state retirement system

(a) Notwithstanding 3 V.S.A. § 473(d), in fiscal year 2020, investment fees
shall be paid from the corpus of the Fund.

Sec. E.139 GRAND LIST LITIGATION ASSISTANCE

(a) Of the appropriation in Sec. B.139 of this act, $9,000 shall be
transferred to the Attorney General and $70,000 shall be transferred to the
Department of Taxes, Division of Property Valuation and Review and reserved
and used with any remaining funds from the amount previously transferred for
final payment of expenses incurred by the Department or towns in defense of
grand list appeals regarding the reappraisals of the hydroelectric plants and
other property owned by TransCanada Hydro Northeast, Inc. and its successor
Great River Hydro, LLC in the State of Vermont. Expenditures for this
purpose shall be considered qualified expenditures under 16 V.S.A. § 4025(c).

Sec. E.142 Payments in lieu of taxes

(a) This appropriation is for State payments in lieu of property taxes under
32 V.S.A. chapter 123, subchapter 4, and the payments shall be calculated in
addition to and without regard to the appropriations for PILOT for Montpelier
and for correctional facilities elsewhere in this act. Payments in lieu of taxes
under this section shall be paid from the PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A.
§ 3709.

Sec. E.143 Payments in lieu of taxes – Montpelier

(a) Payments in lieu of taxes under this section shall be paid from the
PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A. § 3709.

Sec. E.144 Payments in lieu of taxes – correctional facilities

(a) Payments in lieu of taxes under this section shall be paid from the
PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A. § 3709.

* * * PROTECTION TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY * * *

Sec. E.200 Attorney general

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the Office of the Attorney
General, Medicaid Fraud and Residential Abuse Unit, is authorized to retain,
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subject to appropriation, one-half of the State share of any recoveries from
Medicaid fraud settlements, excluding interest, that exceed the State share of
restitution to the Medicaid Program. All such designated additional recoveries
retained shall be used to finance Medicaid Fraud and Residential Abuse Unit
activities.

(b) Of the revenue available to the Attorney General under 9 V.S.A.
§ 2458(b)(4), $1,390,500 is appropriated in Sec. B.200 of this act.

Sec. E.204  RUTLAND ADULT TREATMENT COURT DOCKET;
FUNDING

(a) In the event the Rutland Adult Treatment Court program does not
achieve an average minimum of 20 participants per month during the months
of July-December of 2019, General Fund funding of the program shall cease
effective January 1, 2020.

Sec. E.208 Public safety – administration

(a) The Commissioner of Public Safety is authorized to enter into a
performance-based contract with the Essex County Sheriff’s Department to
provide law enforcement service activities agreed upon by both the
Commissioner of Public Safety and the Sheriff.

Sec. E.208.1 SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM;
ADDISON-RUTLAND SUPERVISORY UNION

(a) The Department of Public Safety shall use $82,000 of the amount
appropriated in Sec. 13 of the fiscal year 2020 Capital Construction and State
Bonding Act for the School Safety and Security Grant Program to reimburse
capital eligible expenses paid by the Addison-Rutland Supervisory Union to
implement safety and security measures at schools within the district.

Sec. E.209 Public safety – state police

(a) Of this appropriation, $35,000 in special funds shall be available for
snowmobile law enforcement activities and $35,000 in general funds shall be
available to the Southern Vermont Wilderness Search and Rescue Team, which
comprises State Police, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, county sheriffs,
and local law enforcement personnel in Bennington, Windham, and Windsor
Counties, for snowmobile enforcement.

(b) Of this appropriation, $405,000 is allocated for grants in support of the
Drug Task Force. Of this amount, $190,000 shall be used by the Vermont
Drug Task Force to fund three town task force officers. These town task force
officers shall be dedicated to enforcement efforts with respect to both regulated
drugs as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4201(29) and the diversion of legal
prescription drugs. Any unobligated funds may be allocated by the
Commissioner to fund the work of the Drug Task Force or carried forward.
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Sec. E.212 Public safety – fire safety

(a) Of this General Fund appropriation, $55,000 shall be granted to the
Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force for the purpose of designing dry
hydrants.

Sec. E.215 Military – administration

(a) The amount of $1,426,718 shall be disbursed to the Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation for the National Guard Educational Assistance
program established in 16 V.S.A. § 2856 and the National Guard Tuition
Benefit Program established in 16 V.S.A. § 2857. 

Sec. E.219 Military – veterans’ affairs

(a) Of this appropriation, $1,000 shall be used for continuation of the
Vermont Medal Program; $4,800 shall be used for the expenses of the
Governor’s Veterans’ Advisory Council; $7,500 shall be used for the Veterans’
Day parade; $5,000 shall be used for the Military, Family, and Community
Network; and $10,000 shall be granted to the American Legion for the Boys’
State and Girls’ State programs.

Sec. E.219.1 EXPOSURE TO BURN PIT; OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

(a) The Adjutant General and the Military Department, the Commissioners
of Health and Vermont Department of Health ,and the Office of Veterans’
Affairs shall prepare outreach and education materials concerning exposure to
burn pits and the importance of participating in the U.S. Department of
Veterans’ Affairs Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry. Each
department is authorized to allocate resources as needed from funds
appropriated in fiscal year 2020 for this purpose.

Sec. E.220 Center for crime victim services

(a) Notwithstanding 20 V.S.A. § 2365(c), the Vermont Center for Crime
Victim Services shall transfer $49,253 from the Domestic and Sexual Violence
Special Fund established in 13 V.S.A. § 5360 to the Criminal Justice Training
Council for the purpose of funding one-half of the costs of the Domestic
Violence Trainer position. The other half of the position will be funded with
an appropriation to the Criminal Justice Training Council.

Sec. E.224 Agriculture, food and markets – agricultural development

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.224 of this act, the amount of
$594,000 in general funds is appropriated for expenditure by the Working
Lands Enterprise Board established in 6 V.S.A. § 4606 for investments in food
and forest system businesses and services providers pursuant to 6 V.S.A.
§ 4607 and consistent with the funding priorities in 2012 Acts and Resolves
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No. 142, Sec. 5, as amended by 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179, Sec.
E.224.1.

Sec. E.233 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.233.1 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE TRANSFER FROM
RESERVES

(a) Notwithstanding 30 V.S.A. § 22(d)(1) and (3), on June 30 of fiscal year
2019, from any balance in the amount allocated to the Public Utility
Commission from the special fund for the maintenance of engineering and
accounting forces (special fund) pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 22(c), sufficient
monies shall be transferred to the Department of Public Service for the sole
purpose of closing any special fund sub-account fund deficit in the Department
of Public Service. 

* * * HUMAN SERVICES * * *

Sec. E.300 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.300.1 TRANSITION OF STATE HEALTH CARE RESOURCES
FUND REVENUES TO THE GENERAL FUND

(a) The Department of Finance and Management shall report the total
statewide revenues received from each of the following revenue sources both
historically and prospectively and compare those amounts to the total amount
of State fund sources appropriated in Sec. B.301 of this act, as amended by the
Budget Adjustment Act for fiscal year 2019:

(1) all revenue from cigarette and tobacco products taxes levied
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 205;

(2) all revenue from health care provider assessments pursuant to
33 V.S.A. chapter 19, subchapter 2;

(3) all revenue from the Employers’ Health Care Fund contribution
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 245; and

(4) all revenue from health care claims assessments pursuant to
32 V.S.A. § 10402.

(b) The State agency or department to which the revenue is remitted shall
maintain the same level of accounting detail for each of the revenue sources
listed in subdivisions (a)(1)–(4) of this section as was maintained prior to
July 1, 2020.

Sec. E.300.2 DEPOSIT AND USE OF MASTER SETTLEMENT FUND

(a) Deposit of Master Tobacco Settlement receipts and appropriations of
Tobacco Settlement funds in fiscal year 2020 are made, notwithstanding
2013 Acts and Resolves No. 50, Sec. D.104.
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Sec. E.300.3 FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE HEALTH CARE
ADVOCATE 

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.300 of this act, $1,482,406 shall be
used for the contract with the Office of the Health Care Advocate.

Sec. E. 300.4 SPECIALIZED HOUSING VOUCHERS

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall convene a work group to
include one representative from each of the Departments of Mental Health,
Corrections, Children and Families, the Housing and Community
Development within the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
the Vermont State Housing Authority, and the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board to develop a strategy to fully utilize available federal
rental assistance funds for vulnerable populations in Vermont. This rental
assistance, in the form of specialized and rapid rehousing vouchers, serves
specialized, vulnerable populations including homeless families with children,
homeless youth, chronically homeless individuals with mental illness, and
families that have lost or are at risk of losing a child to State custody. The
working group shall examine the following:

(1) Whether existing expenditures on case management or other
services for this vulnerable population could be utilized as match to draw
federal specialized voucher funds and;

(2) Vermont’s current allocation of housing assistance funds to ensure
that Vermont maximizes the ability of the State to draw federal voucher funds.

(b) On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Human Services shall
report the findings of the work group to the House committees on
Appropriations, on Health and Welfare and on General, Housing and Military
affairs and the Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Health and Welfare,
and on Economic Development, Housing, and General Affairs.

Sec. E.300.5 18 V.S.A. § 4653(a) is amended to read:

(a) On or before July 1, 2019 2020, the Agency of Human Services shall
submit a formal request to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services for certification of the State’s wholesale prescription drug
importation program.

Sec. E.300.6 3 V.S.A. § 3028 is added to read:

§ 3028. WHOLESALE PRESCRIPTION DRUG IMPORTATION
PROGRAM

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall be responsible for the
development and, upon approval from the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
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Health and Human Services, the implementation and administration of a
wholesale prescription drug importation program that complies with the
applicable requirements of 21 U.S.C. § 384, including the requirements
regarding safety and cost savings.

(b) The Secretary of Human Services may adopt rules pursuant to chapter
25 of this title as needed to develop, implement, and administer the program.

Sec. E.300.7 NEXT STEPS FOR IMPLEMENTING A WHOLESALE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG IMPORTATION PROGRAM

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall consult with the National
Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP) and with states pursuing or
interested in pursuing a wholesale prescription drug importation program to
identify opportunities to coordinate and work collaboratively in these efforts.
On or before October 1, 2019, the Agency shall provide an update on its
progress in obtaining federal approval for a wholesale prescription drug
importation program pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 4653, including the results of its
consultations with NASHP and with other states, to the House Committees on
Appropriations, on Health Care, and on Ways and Means; the Senate
Committees on Appropriations, on Health and Welfare, and on Finance; and
the Joint Fiscal Committee.

(b) The Board of Pharmacy in the Office of Professional Regulation, in
consultation with the Agency of Human Services, shall explore whether any
new prescription drug wholesaler license categories would be necessary in
order to operate a wholesale prescription drug importation program in this
State. On or before January 15, 2020, the Board shall provide its findings and
recommendations with respect to new prescription drug wholesaler license
categories to the House Committees on Government Operations and on Health
Care and the Senate Committees on Government Operations and on Health and
Welfare.

Sec. E.301 Secretary’s office – Global Commitment:

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall use the funds appropriated in
Sec. B.103 of this act for payment of the actuarially certified premium
required under the intergovernmental agreement between the Agency of
Human Services and the managed care entity, the Department of Vermont
Health Access, as provided for in the Global Commitment for Health Waiver
(Global Commitment) approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services under Section 1115 of the Social Security Act.

(b) In addition to the State funds appropriated in this section, a total
estimated sum of $26,348,983 is anticipated to be certified as State matching
funds under the Global Commitment as follows:
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(1) $23,295,650 certified State match available from local education
agencies for eligible special education school-based Medicaid services under
the Global Commitment. This amount combined with $27,204,350 of federal
funds appropriated in Sec. B.301 of this act equals a total estimated
expenditure of $50,500,000. An amount equal to the amount of the federal
matching funds for eligible special education school-based Medicaid services
under Global Commitment shall be transferred from the Global Commitment
Fund to the Medicaid Reimbursement Special Fund created in 16 V.S.A.
§ 2959a.

(2) $3,053,333 certified State match available from local designated
mental health and developmental services agencies for eligible mental health
services provided under Global Commitment.

(c) Up to $15,400,000 is transferred from the AHS Federal Receipts
Holding Account to the Interdepartmental Transfer Fund consistent with the
amount appropriated in Sec. B.301 – Secretary’s Office – global commitment
of this act.

Sec. E.301.1 GLOBAL COMMITMENT APPROPRIATIONS; TRANSFER;
REPORT

(a) In order to facilitate the end-of-year closeout for fiscal year 2020, the
Secretary of Human Services, with approval from the Secretary of
Administration, may make transfers among the appropriations authorized for
Medicaid and Medicaid-waiver program expenses, including Global
Commitment appropriations outside the Agency of Human Services. At least
three business days prior to any transfer, the Agency shall submit to the Joint
Fiscal Office a proposal of transfers to be made pursuant to this section. A
final report on all transfers made under this section shall be made to the Joint
Fiscal Committee for review at the September 2020 meeting. The purpose of
this section is to provide the Agency with limited authority to modify the
appropriations to comply with the terms and conditions of the Global
Commitment for Health waiver approved by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services under Section 1115 of the Social Security Act.

Sec. E.301.2 MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER
WORKFORCE;

(a) The $1,500,000 allocated to the Agency of Human Services for fiscal
year 2019 pursuant to 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec.
C.106.1(b)(2) shall be carried forward to fiscal year 2020 and be used for loan
repayment and tuition assistance to promote the recruitment and retention of
high-quality providers of mental health and substance use disorder treatment
services in Vermont. The funds shall be made available to Vermont residents,
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and to residents of other states enrolled in Vermont educational institutions,
based on a three-year commitment to provide mental health services or
substance use disorder treatment services, or both, in Vermont, for the
following uses:

(1) loan repayment for masters-level clinicians, bachelor’s-level direct-
service staff, and nurses; and

(2) tuition assistance for individuals pursuing degrees to become
masters-level clinicians, bachelor’s level direct service staff, and nurses.

(b) The Agency may contract with Area Health Education Centers or
the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation or both to administer these
programs.

(c) The fiscal year 2020 appropriation pursuant to 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts
and Resolves No. 11, Sec. C.106.1(b)(2) shall be reserved to be addressed in
the fiscal year 2020 budget adjustment or fiscal year 2021 budget processes.

Sec. E.306 VERMONT HEALTH BENEFIT EXCHANGE RULES

(a) The Agency of Human Services may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
chapter 25 to conform Vermont’s rules regarding health care eligibility and
enrollment and the operation of the Vermont Health Benefit Exchange to state
and federal law and guidance. The Agency may use the emergency rules
process pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 844 prior to June 30, 2020, but only in the
event that new state or federal law or guidance require Vermont to amend or
adopt its rules in a time frame that cannot be accomplished under the
traditional rulemaking process. An emergency rule adopted under these
exigent circumstances shall be deemed to meet the standard for the adoption of
emergency rules required pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 844(a).

Sec. E.306.1 33 V.S.A. chapter 19, subchapter 4 is added to read:

Subchapter 4. Coverage for Dental Services

§ 1991. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Dental hygienist” means an individual licensed to practice as a
dental hygienist under 26 V.S.A. chapter 12.

(2) “Dental services” means preventive, diagnostic, or corrective
procedures related to the teeth and associated structures of the oral cavity.

(3) “Dental therapist” means an individual licensed to practice as a
dental therapist under 26 V.S.A. chapter 12.
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(4) “Dentist” means an individual licensed to practice dentistry under
26 V.S.A. chapter 12.

§ 1992. MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR ADULT DENTAL SERVICES

(a) Vermont Medicaid shall provide coverage for medically necessary
dental services provided by a dentist, dental therapist, or dental hygienist
working within the scope of the provider’s license as follows:

(1) Up to two visits per calendar year for preventive services, including
prophylaxis and fluoride treatment, with no co-payment. These services shall
not be counted toward the annual maximum benefit amount set forth in
subdivision (2) of this subsection.

(2) Diagnostic, restorative, and endodontic procedures, to a maximum
of $1,000.00 per calendar year, provided that the Department of Vermont
Health Access may approve expenditures in excess of that amount when
exceptional medical circumstances so require.

(3) Other dental services as determined by the Department by rule.

(b) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall develop a
reimbursement structure for dental services in the Vermont Medicaid program
that encourages dentists, dental therapists, and dental hygienists to provide
preventive care.

Sec. E.306.2 AMENDMENT TO MEDICAID STATE PLAN

(a) If necessary, the Secretary of Human Services shall request approval
from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for an amendment to
Vermont’s Medicaid State Plan to include the expanded Medicaid dental
benefits set forth in 33 V.S.A. § 1992.

Sec. E.306.3  DENTAL ACCESS AND REIMBURSEMENT WORKING
GROUP; REPORT

(a)  The Department of Vermont Health Access, in consultation with the
Board of Dental Examiners and the Vermont State Dental Society, shall
convene a working group of interested stakeholders to:

(1)  evaluate current Medicaid reimbursement rates to dentists, dental
therapists, and other providers of dental services and determine the amount of
fiscally responsible increases to the rates for specific services that would be
needed in order to attract additional providers to participate in the Vermont
Medicaid program;

(2)  determine the feasibility of and costs associated with establishing a
State dental assistance program to provide access to affordable dental services
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for Vermont residents who have lower income and are enrolled in Medicare;
and

(3)  explore opportunities to further expand access to dental care in
Vermont, including:

(A)  examining the potential to reimburse dentists, dental therapists,
and dental hygienists for teledentistry services; and

(B)  exploring the possible integration of dental services into the
scope of services provided through accountable care organizations.

(b)(1)  On or before November 1, 2019, the Department of Vermont Health
Access shall provide to the House Committee on Health Care and the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare the working group’s findings and
recommendations regarding the feasibility and costs of creating a dental
assistance program for Medicare beneficiaries as described in subdivision
(a)(2) of this section and on opportunities to further expand access to dental
care as described in subdivision (a)(3) of this section.  The report shall also
include the amount of funding that would be needed to achieve
the reimbursement rates determined by the working group pursuant to
subdivision (a)(1) of this section.

(2)  The Department of Vermont Health Access shall report on the amount
of funding necessary to achieve the reimbursement rates determined by the
working group pursuant to subdivision (a)(1) of this section as part of the
Department’s fiscal year 2021 budget presentation.

Sec. E.308 LONG TERM CARE APPROPRIATION; TRANSFER

(a) In fiscal year 2020, the Administration is authorized to transfer the
appropriation in Sec. B.308 of this act from the Department of Vermont Health
Access to the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living.
This change shall be reflected in future budget recommendations.

(b) The Secretary of Human Services shall review and assess the
appropriation structure for funding licensed residential care facilities and make
recommendations in the Agency’s fiscal year 2021 budget proposal.

Sec. E.312 Health – public health

(a) AIDS/HIV funding:

(1) In fiscal year 2020 and as provided in this section, the Department
of Health shall provide grants in the amount of $475,000 in AIDS Medication
Rebates special funds to the Vermont AIDS service and peer-support
organizations for client-based support services. The Department of Health
AIDS Program shall meet at least quarterly with the Community Advisory
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Group (CAG) with current information and data relating to service initiatives.
The funds shall be allocated according to an RFP process.

(2) Ryan White Title II funds for AIDS services and the Vermont
Medication Assistance Program (VMAP) shall be distributed in accordance
with federal guidelines. The federal guidelines shall not apply to programs or
services funded solely by State general funds.

(3)(A) The Secretary of Human Services shall immediately notify the
Joint Fiscal Committee if at any time there are insufficient funds in VMAP to
assist all eligible individuals. The Secretary shall work in collaboration with
persons living with HIV/AIDS to develop a plan to continue access to VMAP
medications until such time as the General Assembly can take action.

(B) As provided in this section, the Secretary of Human Services
shall work in collaboration with the VMAP Advisory Committee, which shall
be composed of not less than 50 percent of members who are living with
HIV/AIDS. If a modification to the program’s eligibility requirements or
benefit coverage is considered, the Committee shall make recommendations
regarding the program’s formulary of approved medication, related laboratory
testing, nutritional supplements, and eligibility for the program.

(4) In fiscal year 2020, the Department of Health shall provide grants in
the amount of $100,000 in general funds to Vermont AIDS service
organizations and other Vermont HIV/AIDS prevention providers for
community-based HIV prevention programs and services. These funds shall
be used for HIV/AIDS prevention purposes, including syringe exchange
programs; improving the availability of confidential and anonymous HIV
testing; prevention work with at-risk groups such as women, intravenous
drug users, and people of color; and anti-stigma campaigns. Not more than
15 percent of the funds may be used for the administration of such services by
the recipients of these funds. The method by which these prevention funds are
distributed shall be determined by mutual agreement of the Department of
Health and the Vermont AIDS service organizations and other Vermont
HIV/AIDS prevention providers.

(5) In fiscal year 2020, the Department of Health shall provide grants in
the amount of $150,000 in general funds to Vermont AIDS service
organizations and other Vermont HIV/AIDS prevention providers for syringe
exchange programs. The method by which these prevention funds are
distributed shall be determined by mutual agreement of the Department of
Health, the Vermont AIDS service organizations, and other Vermont
HIV/AIDS prevention providers. The performance period for these grants will
be State fiscal year 2020. Grant reporting shall include outcomes and results.
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Sec. E.312.1 REPORT; PROMOTION OF IMMUNIZATION

(a) On or before July 1, 2019, the Commissioner of Health shall submit a
report to the House Committee on Health Care and to the Senate Committee
on Health and Welfare summarizing the Department’s efforts to promote
immunization in Vermont in accordance with the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s recommendations. The report shall specifically
address:

(1) existing efforts by the Department to promote immunization in
Vermont, as well as the funding source and annual funding amount used for
each effort; and

(2) the availability of additional federal funds to enhance Vermont’s
efforts to promote immunizations.

Sec. E.312.2  DISTRIBUTION OF FENTANYL TESTING STRIPS

(a) The Department of Health, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Programs shall
allocate $50,000 of special funds appropriated in fiscal year 2020 for the
distribution of fentanyl testing strips through active syringe service programs
in the state. Priority should be given to syringe service programs that do not
currently distribute testing strips, to areas of the state with the highest overdose
death rates and highest percentage of fentanyl involvement, and to pregnant
and parenting women. The amount expended shall not exceed available funds.
The Department shall establish participation requirements for the syringe
service programs receiving strips under this pilot.  

Sec. E.314 ENHANCED CRT; SUPPORTED HOUSING

(a) $1,560,800 of the funds provided to the Department of Mental Health
shall be utilized to create up to 12 supported housing arrangements for CRT
individuals whose acuity and particular needs have been prohibitive to
community re-entry. The intent of this funding is reduced inpatient use by
individuals who have limited discharge options.

Sec. E.314.1 SUCCESS BEYOND SIX; REVIEW

(a) The Success Beyond Six program is based on agreements between the
Designated Agencies and local schools, supervisory unions, or districts. The
Agency of Human Services currently does not play a role in negotiating the
contracts, however the overall program spending is part of the Medicaid
program and impacts overall Medicaid spending and the budget neutrality cap.

(b) Given the limited room in the Global Commitment Medicaid budget
neutrality cap, the Agency of Human Services (AHS) and Department of
Mental Health ( DMH) shall assess and determine how to evaluate Success
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Beyond Six program spending against other competing priorities in the
Medicaid program,.

(c) AHS/DMH shall report to the General Assembly on Success Beyond
Six evaluation and oversight no later than January 15, 2020. The report shall
include:

(1) Analysis of the trend in school based mental health programming
that is funded through the Success Beyond Six program fiscal mechanism;

(2) Evaluation of the program attributes;

(3) Determination, in partnership with the with the Designated
Agencies, of metrics for evaluating program outcomes; and

(4) Determination of how AHS/DMH should participate in Success
Beyond Six spending decisions.

Sec. E.316 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.316.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.317 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.318 33 V.S.A. § 3512 is amended to read:

§ 3512. CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
ELIGIBILITY

(a)(1) The Child Care Financial Assistance Program is established to
subsidize, to the extent that funds permit, the costs of child care for families
that need child care services in order to obtain employment, to retain
employment, or to obtain training leading to employment. Families seeking
employment shall not be entitled to participate in the Program for a period in
excess of one month, unless that period is extended by up to three months and
the Commissioner may further extend that period.

(2) The subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be on a sliding scale
basis. The scale shall be established by the Commissioner, by rule, and shall
bear a reasonable relationship to income and family size. The lower limit of
the fee scale shall include families whose gross income is up to and including
100 percent of the current federal poverty guidelines. The upper income limit
of the fee scale shall be neither less than 200 percent of the current federal
poverty guidelines nor more than 100 percent of the State median income,
adjusted for the size of the family. The scale shall be structured so that it
encourages employment. If the federal poverty guidelines decrease in a given
year, the Division shall maintain the previous year’s federal poverty guidelines
for the purpose of determining eligibility and benefit amount under this
subsection.
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* * *

(4) After September 30, 2021, a regulated center-based child care
program or family child care home as defined by the Department in rule shall
not receive funds pursuant to this subsection that are in excess of the usual and
customary rate for services at the center-based child care program or family
child care home.

* * *

Sec. E.318.1 CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) In fiscal year 2020 the Department for Children and Families’ Child
Development Division shall adjust the sliding fee scale and reimbursement
rates as follows:

(1) to ensure that families whose gross income is up to 100 percent of
the current federal poverty guidelines receive 100 percent of the available
benefit and that families whose gross income is between 100 and 300 percent
of the current federal poverty guidelines receive between 99 and 10 percent of
the available financial assistance benefit, scaling between set eligibility levels
as follows:

(A) 95 percent of the available financial assistance benefit for
families at 125 percent of the current federal poverty guidelines;

(B) 75 percent of the available financial assistance benefit for
families at 150 percent of the current federal poverty guidelines;

(C) 50 percent of the available financial assistance benefit for
families at 200 percent of the current federal poverty guidelines; and

(D) 10 percent of the available financial assistance benefit for
families at 300 percent of the current federal poverty guidelines; and

(2) align rates of reimbursement for preschool age children participating
in CCFAP in fiscal year 2020 with the market rates reported on the 2012
Vermont Market Rate Survey, align rates of reimbursement for school age
children participating in CCFAP in fiscal year 2020 with the market rates
reported on the 2010 Vermont Market Rate Survey, and maintain rates of
reimbursement for infants and toddlers participating in CCFAP in fiscal year
2020 with the market rates reported on the 2017 Vermont Market Rate Survey.

Sec. E.318.2 EARLY CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
CESSATION

(a) The Early Care and Child Development Grant Program shall cease
operation on June 30, 2019.
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Sec. E.318.3 33 V.S.A. § 3515 is added to read:

§ 3515. INFANT AND TODDLER CHILD CARE PROVIDER GRANTS

(a) There is established an infant and toddler child care provider grant
program administered by the Division for the purpose of expanding infant and
toddler child care capacity. The Division shall award grants to new or existing
center-based child care programs and family child care homes in accordance
with subsections (b) and (c) of this section.

(b) An eligible applicant shall:

(1) be a regulated, privately-operated center-based child care program or
family child care home in good standing;

(2) participate in the Child Care Financial Assistance Program (CCFAP)
and maintain the enrollment of CCFAP supported children at a level of at least
30 percent;

(3) provide year-round, full-day child care and early learning services
for infants and toddlers; and

(4) participate in the STep Ahead Recognition System (STARS).

(c) In determining how to distribute grants pursuant to this section, the
Division shall give priority to center-based child care programs and family
child care homes operating or opening in underserved regions of the State.

(d) The Division shall provide grants pursuant to this section as funds
allow. Center-based child care programs or family child care homes receiving
a grant shall remain in compliance with the Division’s rules, continue
participation in STARS, and maintain high enrollment of children receiving a
CCFAP subsidy.

Sec. E.318.4 BRIGHT FUTURES INFORMATION SYSTEM;
MODERNIZATION PLAN

(a) In fiscal year 2020, up to $100,000 of funds may be used by the
Department for Children and Families’ Child Development Division for the
purpose of developing a modernization plan for the Bright Futures Information
System. On or before Dec. 1, 2019, the Commissioner shall submit a report to
the House Committees on Appropriations and on Human Services and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare providing:

(1) an initial project plan and timeline;

(2) a fiscal analysis of the plan; and

(3) the project team tasked with overseeing the project’s
implementation.
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Sec. E.318.5 33 V.S.A. § 3516 is added to read:

§ 3516. GRANT INCENTIVIZING CHILD CARE PROFESSION

(a) There is established an incentive program that fosters an interest in the
child care profession among students, including students participating in adult
education. The incentive program shall provide grants to fund a combination
of opportunities for students employed in regulated, privately operated center-
based child care programs and family child care homes, including:

(1) scholarships;

(2) paid internships; and

(3) hiring or retention bonuses, or both.

(b) The Division shall administer the incentive program set forth in this
section or contract for its administration and adopt policies, procedures, and
guidelines necessary to implement the provisions of this section. Grants shall
be available pursuant to this section on a first-come, first-served basis until
appropriated funds are depleted.

(c) An individual shall not simultaneously receive funds from the Vermont
Department of Labor to complete a paid internship in regulated, privately
operated center-based child care programs and family child care homes while
receiving funds pursuant to this section.

Sec. E.318.6 REPORT; EVALUATION OF EXPENDITURES AND
PROGRAMS

(a)  On or before January 1, 2024, the Commissioner for Children and
Families, in consultation with stakeholders, shall submit a report to the House
Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare:

(1)  evaluating the effectiveness of the expenditures resulting from the
Child Care Financial Assistance Program rate and subsidy changes enacted for
fiscal year 2020, the infant and toddler child care provider grants set forth in
33 V.S.A. § 3515, and the grant incentivizing the child care profession set
forth in 33 V.S.A. § 3516;

(2)  making recommendations as to whether these programs and
expenditures should continue; and 

(3)  evaluating how these expenditures and programs contribute to
Vermont’s children and young people reaching their potential pursuant to
3 V.S.A. § 2311.
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Sec. E.318.7 EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENTIAL VARIANCE

(a) For individuals operating or employed in a registered family child care
home or as a director or teacher associate in a center-based program for 10 or
more years prior to September 1, 2016, the Commissioner for Children and
Families or designee may issue a variance to the Child Development
Division’s rule regarding educational and experiential requirements to allow an
individual to maintain employment in that same role regardless of whether the
family child care provider, family child care assistant, director, or teacher
associate intends to attain the otherwise necessary educational requirements.
To be eligible for a variance, the family child care provider, family child care
assistant, director, or teacher associate shall:

(1) work continuously in a regulated program with a full license in good
standing; and

(2) meet the Divisions’ educational and experiential requirements in
place prior to the adoption of the new rule, which was effective beginning
September 1, 2016.

(b) The Commissioner or designee shall review any violation occurring in
a regulated program where a family child care provider, family child care
assistant, director, or teacher associate is under variance and may revoke the
variance granted by this section depending upon the seriousness and
circumstances of the violation.

(c) Any variance granted under this section shall be terminated on
July 1, 2024, and extensions shall not be granted beyond that date.

Sec. E.321 GENERAL ASSISTANCE HOUSING

(a) Funds appropriated to the Agency of Human Services in the General
Assistance program in fiscal year 2020 may be used for temporary housing in
catastrophic situations and for vulnerable populations, as defined in rules
adopted by the Agency. The Commissioner for Children and Families may, by
policy, provide temporary housing for a limited duration in adverse weather
conditions when appropriate shelter space is not available.

Sec. E.321.1 HOUSING ASSISTANCE BENEFITS; FLEXIBILITY
PROGRAM; COMMUNITY BASED ALTERNATIVES
TO GENERAL ASSISTANCE TEMPORARY HOUSING

(a) For fiscal year 2020, the Agency of Human Services may continue to
fund housing assistance programs within the General Assistance program to
create flexibility to provide General Assistance benefits, as well as grants to
support the establishment of community-based alternatives for temporary
housing as part of the effort to reduce the number of individuals temporarily
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housed by the General Assistance program. The purpose of these housing
assistance programs and community-based alternatives is to mitigate poverty
and serve applicants more effectively than they are currently being served with
General Assistance funds. Eligible activities shall include, among other
things, the provision of shelter, overflow shelter, case management,
transitional housing, deposits, down payments, rental assistance, upstream
prevention, and related services that ensure that all Vermonters have access to
shelter, housing, and the services they need to become safely housed. The
Agency may award grants to homeless and housing service providers for
eligible activities. Where such housing assistance programs and grants are
provided, and community-based programs are established, the General
Assistance rules shall not apply. The assistance provided under this section is
not an entitlement and may be discontinued when the appropriation has been
fully spent.

(b) The housing assistance and community-based programs may operate in
up to 12 districts designated by the Secretary of Human Services. The Agency
shall establish goals and procedures for evaluating the program overall,
including performance measures that demonstrate program results, and for
each district in which the Agency operates the program, it shall establish
procedures for evaluating the district program and its effects.

(c) The Agency shall continue to engage interested parties, including both
statewide organizations and local agencies, in the design, implementation, and
evaluation of housing assistance programs and community-based alternatives
to General Assistance temporary housing.

Sec. E.323 REACH UP CASE MANAGEMENT REVIEW

(a) On or before October 2019, the Secretary of Human Services shall
report to Joint Legislative Child Protection Oversight Committee and make
recommendations on how Reach Up Case Management services can be more
effectively directed to strengthen families and promote parental
responsibilities. This report shall:

(1) outline the current components of the statutorily required
Individualized Family Development Plan;

(2) identify what modifications are required to ensure a comprehensive
assessment of the family’s strengths and service needs is completed so that the
family’s individualized plan adequately addresses the nurturing and care of the
children;

(3) review how families at risk of involvement in the child welfare
system are identified and protocols for providing the preventive and upstream
services to so that children can remain safely at home; and
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(4) examine current practices of serving Reach Up families such as
home visiting and referrals to enhance parental care and family stability.

Sec. E.323.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.324 EXPEDITED CRISIS FUEL ASSISTANCE

(a) The Commissioner for Children and Families or designee may
authorize crisis fuel assistance to those income-eligible households that have
applied for an expedited seasonal fuel benefit but have not yet received it, if
the benefit cannot be executed in time to prevent them from running out of
fuel. The crisis fuel grants authorized pursuant to this section count toward the
one crisis fuel grant allowed per household for the winter heating season
pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 2609(b).

Sec. E.325 Department for children and families – office of economic
opportunity

(a) Of the General Fund appropriation in Sec. B.325 of this act, $1,092,000
shall be granted to community agencies for homeless assistance by preserving
existing services, increasing services, or increasing resources available
statewide. These funds may be granted alone or in conjunction with federal
Emergency Solutions Grants funds. Grant decisions shall be made with
assistance from the Vermont Coalition to End Homelessness.

Sec. E.326 Department for children and families – OEO – weatherization
assistance

(a) Of the Special Fund appropriation in Sec. B.326 of this act, $750,000 is
for the replacement and repair of home heating equipment.

Sec. E.326.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.326.2 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.335 CORRECTIONS APPROPRIATIONS; TRANSFER; REPORT

(a) In fiscal year 2020, the Secretary of Administration may, upon
recommendation of the Secretary of Human Services, transfer unexpended
funds between the respective appropriations for correctional services and for
correctional services out-of-state beds. At least three days prior to any such
transfer being made, the Secretary of Administration shall report the intended
transfer to the Joint Fiscal Office and shall report any completed transfers to
the Joint Fiscal Committee at its next scheduled meeting.

Sec. E.335.1 JUSTICE REINVESTMENT ALLOCATIONS

(a)  In fiscal year 2020 and each fiscal year thereafter the Department of
Corrections shall redirect any budgetary savings in contracted services or
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caseload reductions in any area of corrections services, out-of-state bed need,
as well as any savings to the following justice reinvestment priorities:

(1)  court diversion, community justice programs and nonincarcerative
treatment options for those suffering from either mental health or addiction
problems.

(2)  community organizations that develop transitional or long-term
housing for offenders re-entering the community.

(3)  programs operated by the Department or partner organizations
serving re-entering offenders regarding employment, reliable transportation,
education or vocational training, substance use disorder recovery, peer support,
and housing.

Sec. E.335.2 COMMUNITY WORK CREW PROGRAM RESTRUCTURE

(a) Beginning January 1, 2020, the Department of Corrections shall
contract with local community justice programs to satisfy the work crew
sentence requirements of any individual with a current work crew obligation
under the Department’s supervision. The Department shall report to the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Judiciary by January 15,
2020 regarding the manner in which it has satisfied this section, an estimate of
associated savings, and proposed reinvestment of any savings.

Sec. E.338 Corrections - correctional services

(a) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 3709(a), the special funds appropriation
of $152,000 for the supplemental facility payments to Newport and
Springfield shall be paid from the PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A.
§ 3709.

Sec. E.338.1 28 V.S.A. § 801b is amended to read:

§ 801b. MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT IN CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES

(a) If an inmate receiving medication-assisted treatment prior to entering
the correctional facility continues to receive medication prescribed in the
course of medication-assisted treatment pursuant to section 801 of this title,
the inmate shall be authorized to receive that medication for as long as
medically necessary;

(b)(1) If at any time an inmate screens positive as having an opioid use
disorder, the inmate may elect to commence buprenorphine-specific
medication-assisted treatment if it is deemed medically necessary by a
provider authorized to prescribe buprenorphine. The inmate shall be
authorized to receive the medication for as long as medically necessary.
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(2) Nothing in this subsection shall prevent an inmate who commences
medication-assisted treatment while in a correction facility from transferring
from buprenorphine to methadone if:

(A) methadone is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe methadone; and

(B) the inmate elects to commence methadone as recommended by a
provider authorized to prescribe methadone.

* * *

(e) Any counseling or behavioral therapies provided in conjunction with
the use of medication-assisted treatment shall be medically necessary.

(f) An inmate shall not be denied medication-assisted treatment based
solely on a decision to not follow a recommendation to seek counseling or
other behavioral interventions unless the inmate is otherwise non-compliant
with program expectations.

Sec. E.342 20 V.S.A. § 1716 is amended to read:

§ 1716. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

* * *

(11) Report annually on or before July 1 to the Secretary of
Administration and the Senate Committee on Appropriations on the number of
employees who work at the Vermont Veterans’ Home for 16 hours or fewer per
week. [Repealed.]

Sec. E.342.1 VERMONT VETERANS’ HOME SAFETY AND ACCESS
CONTROL UPGRADES

(a) The Vermont Veterans’ Home is authorized to use $918,750 as 35
percent State match for its VA grant to address safety and access control.
$140,049 shall be reserved for further use with the approval of the General
Assembly.

Sec. E.342.2 VERMONT VETERANS’ HOME; PRESCRIPTION SAVINGS

(a) The Vermont Veterans’ Home shall develop a program to access lower-
cost, safe prescription drugs through the U.S. Veterans Administration to meet
the prescription drug needs of as many residents of the Veterans’ Home as
possible. Savings from the program compared to purchasing the same
prescription drugs under the existing process shall be accounted for, and
savings shall be reflected in Medicaid rates.
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* * * LABOR * * *

Sec. E.400 LABOR PROGRAMS

(a)  $1,335,900 of the General Funds appropriated in Sec. B.400 of this act
are workforce education and training funds formerly allocated through the
Next Generation fund. Up to 10 percent of these funds may be allocated for
administration and the remaining funds are allocated in fiscal year 2020 as
follows:

(1)  $350,000 for infrastructure and grants for internships through the
Vermont Internship Program pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 544.

(2)  $400,000 for Adult Career Technical Education Programs for the
purpose of awarding grants to regional technical centers and high schools to
provide adult career technical education as the term is defined in 16 V.S.A.
§ 1522.  Each of the seventeen (17) regional Career Technical Education
(CTE) Centers that provides Adult CTE programs shall be awarded a base
grant of $20,000.  These grants may be used to support adult program staff or
instructor salaries, scholarships for eligible adult CTE students, or curriculum
development for adult CTE courses.  The remaining $60,000 is to support the
coordination and organization of the State’s regional adult career technical
education programs.

(3)  $100,000 to support the Vermont Returnship Program pursuant to
10 V.S.A. § 545.  The Department of Labor may award a performance grant to
assist in the coordination, outreach, and implementation of the program. 

(4) $75,000 to support workforce education and training activities for
Vermont inmates in the State’s correctional facilities that are consistent with
their re-entry plan.  The Department may fund these activities directly or in
coordination with the Department of Corrections, a local restorative justice
center, a regional Career Technical Education Center, or other qualified
training provider.  Training opportunities funded with this allocation will be
aligned with an identified employment need, and when possible, should result
in an industry-recognized credential.

(5)  $277,310 to support of demand-driven trainings or programs aimed
at meeting employment needs throughout the State.  High-priority sectors
include:  health care, construction, manufacturing, transportation, hospitality,
and business services.  Grants may be awarded to training providers,
businesses, or service providers who help out-of-school youth, veterans,
dislocated workers, mature workers, individuals in recovery, or geographically
isolated job seekers to overcome barriers to employment.
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Sec. E.400.1 VERMONT YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

(a)  On or before September 1, 2019 the Department of Labor shall design
and begin implementation of the Vermont Youth Employment Program, the
purpose of which shall be to provide paid work experiences and paid or unpaid
internships for Vermont youth with individualized pre-employment, academic,
occupational, and technical skill development supports available as needed. In
coordination with existing federal youth education, training, and employment
programs, the Vermont Youth Employment Program shall include:

(1)  a summer youth employment program for individuals 15-24 years of
age; and

(2)  a non-seasonal youth employment program for out-of-school youth
as defined in 20 CRF §681.210 or individuals 18-24 years of age who are not
pursuing a post-secondary degree or credential.

(b)  The Department shall implement the Program using funds from the
State’s Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act grant from the U.S.
Department of Labor, and other State and federal sources, to the extent
allowed under applicable law.

(c)  The Department shall design the Program to serve approximately 150
individual Vermonters annually, and it shall be designed to support
opportunities that are easily replicable throughout the State if the program is
expanded in future years.

(d) Of the General Funds appropriated to the Department of Labor,
$150,000 is allocated to support the program and may be used for program
administration, wages for non-WIOA eligible youth, academic or skill
instruction, participant transportation, or other non-federally fundable
expenses.

(e) The Department shall collect the following information and make it
available to the General Assembly upon request:

(1) the number of youth enrolled and that have completed the program;

(2) the age and town of residence of youth at the time of enrollment;

(3) the number and types of certificates or credentials granted to
participants;

(4) employment or post-secondary enrollment outcomes of participants
in the second and fourth quarter of the year after enrollment;

(5) the total allocation of funding from federal, State, private, and
philanthropic sources that is used to support the program; and
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(6) any identified barriers that impede the success of the program either
at the program or individual participant level.

* * * K-12 EDUCATION * * *

Sec. E.500 32 V.S.A. § 6075a is amended to read:

§ 6075a. EDUCATION FINANCIAL SYSTEMS FUND

There is created a special fund to be called the “Education Financial
Systems Fund.” The purpose of the Fund is to provide for implementation of a
uniform chart of accounts by the Agency of Education as provided in 2014
Acts and Resolves No. 179, Secs. E.500.2 and E.500.3, and Sec. E.500.1 as
amended by 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 58, Sec. E.500.1. [Repealed.]

Sec. E.500.1 16 V.S.A. § 4025 is amended to read:

§ 4025. EDUCATION FUND

* * *

(b) Monies in the Education Fund may be used for the following:

* * *

(5) To make payments for contracted services to support statewide
administrative education systems, including the costs of the statewide school
finance and financial management data system to complete the reporting
required by 16 V.S.A. § 242(4) and pursuant to 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and
Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.500.1.

* * *

Sec. E.500.2 EDUCATION FINANCIAL SYSTEMS FUND BALANCE
TRANSFER

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, on July 1, 2019 any
unencumbered balance in the Education Financial Systems Fund, established
by 32 V.S.A. § 6075a, fund number 21244, shall be transferred to the
Education Fund.

Sec. E.500.3 Education – finance and administration

(a) The Global Commitment funds appropriated in this section will be used
for physician claims for determining medical necessity of Individualized
Education Program (IEPs). It is the goal of these services to increase the
access of quality health care to uninsured persons, underinsured persons, and
Medicaid beneficiaries.
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Sec. E.502 Education – special education: formula grants

(a) Of the appropriation authorized in this section, and notwithstanding any
other provision of law, an amount not to exceed $3,764,490 shall be used by
the Agency of Education in fiscal year 2020 as funding for 16 V.S.A.
§ 2967(b)(2)–(6). In distributing such funds, the Secretary shall not be limited
by the restrictions contained within 16 V.S.A. § 2969(c) and (d).

Sec. E.503 Education – state-placed students

(a) The Independence Place Program of the Lund Family Center shall be
considered a 24-hour residential program for the purposes of reimbursement of
education costs.

Sec. E.504.1 16 V.S.A. § 944 is amended to read:

§ 944. DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM

* * *

(f) Tuition and funding.

* * *

(2) The State shall pay 50 100 percent of the tuition owed to public
postsecondary institutions under subdivision (1)(A) of this subsection from the
Next Generation Initiative Fund created in section 2887 of this title, and 50
percent from funds appropriated from the Education Fund, notwithstanding
subsection 4025(b) of this title.

* * *

Sec. E.504.2 Education – flexible pathways

(a) Of this appropriation, $3,916,000 from the Education Fund shall be
distributed to school districts for reimbursement of high school completion
services pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 943(c). Notwithstanding 16 V.S.A.
§ 4025(b), of this Education Fund appropriation, the amount of:

(1) $1,700,000 is available for dual enrollment programs and the
amount of $85,000 is available for need-based stipends pursuant to Sec.
E.605.2(a)(1) of this act;

(2) $100,000 is available to support the Vermont Virtual Learning
Cooperative at the River Valley Technical Center School District;

(3) $200,000 is available for secondary school reform grants; and

(4) $450,000 is available for the Vermont Academy of Science and
Technology and $2,148,000 for Early College pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 946.



830 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

Sec. E.505 INTERSTATE SCHOOL DISTRICT

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, $25,000 of the funds
appropriated in Sec. B.505 of this act shall be granted to the Stamford school
district for continued study of the formation of an interstate school district that
would combine the Stamford school district with the Clarksburg,
Massachusetts school district.

Sec. E.514 State teachers’ retirement system

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(g)(2), the annual contribution to
the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS) shall be $126,197,389 of which
$120,247,389 shall be the State’s contribution and $5,950,000 shall be
contributed from local school systems or educational entities pursuant to
16 V.S.A. § 1944c.

(b) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(c)(2), of the annual contribution,
$7,116,765 is the “normal contribution,” and $119,080,624 is the “accrued
liability contribution.”

Sec. E.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944b(b)(2), $31,067,652 will be
contributed to the Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits Fund.

Sec. E.515.1 PREFUNDING OF THE RETIRED TEACHERS’ HEALTH
CARE AND MEDICAL BENEFITS FUND

(a) Of the amount appropriated in Sec. B.515 of this act, $2,400,000 is
intended to prefund the Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits Fund at
the earliest possible date.

* * * HIGHER EDUCATION * * *

Sec. E.600 University of Vermont

(a) The Commissioner of Finance and Management shall issue warrants to
pay one-twelfth of this appropriation to the University of Vermont on or about
the 15th day of each calendar month of the year.

(b) Of this appropriation, $380,326 shall be transferred to EPSCoR
(Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research) for the purpose of
complying with State matching fund requirements necessary for the receipt of
available federal or private funds, or both.

(c) If Global Commitment Fund monies are unavailable, the total grant
funding for the University of Vermont shall be maintained through the General
Fund or other State funding sources.
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(d) The University of Vermont shall use the Global Commitment funds
appropriated in this section to support Vermont physician training. The
University of Vermont prepares students, both Vermonters and out-of-state,
and awards approximately 100 medical degrees annually. Graduates of this
program, currently representing a significant number of physicians practicing
in Vermont, deliver high-quality health care services to Medicaid beneficiaries
and to uninsured or underinsured persons, or both, in Vermont and across the
nation.

Sec. E.602 Vermont state colleges

(a) The Commissioner of Finance and Management shall issue warrants to
pay one-twelfth of this appropriation to the Vermont State Colleges on or
about the 15th day of each calendar month of the year.

(b) Of this appropriation, $427,898 shall be transferred to the Vermont
Manufacturing Extension Center for the purpose of complying with State
matching fund requirements necessary for the receipt of available federal or
private funds, or both.

Sec. E.602.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.603 Vermont state colleges – allied health

(a) If Global Commitment fund monies are unavailable, the total grant
funding for the Vermont State Colleges shall be maintained through the
General Fund or other State funding sources.

(b) The Vermont State Colleges shall use the Global Commitment funds
appropriated in this section to support the dental hygiene, respiratory therapy,
and nursing programs which graduate approximately 315 health care providers
annually. These graduates deliver direct, high-quality health care services to
Medicaid beneficiaries or uninsured or underinsured persons, or both.

Sec. E.603.1 UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT AND VERMONT STATE
COLLEGES SYSTEM EFFICIENCIES AND IMPROVED
RETENTION AND GRADUATION RATES

(a) The University of Vermont (UVM) and the Vermont State Colleges
System (VSCS) shall:

(1) collaborate to identify cost efficiencies that would benefit both
institutions. Such efficiencies may include costs related to employee health
care benefits, purchasing, and the processing of accounts payable, accounts
receivable, and payroll; and

(2) collaborate to implement strategies to increase retention and
graduation rates at the University of Vermont and each of the colleges in the
VSCS.
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(b) UVM and the VSCS shall submit an interim report to the Senate and
House Committees on Appropriations and the Senate and House Committees
on Education on or before October 15, 2019. This report shall include:

(1) preliminary recommendations for efficiencies that should be
pursued;

(2) the estimated amount of annual savings;

(3) any one-time funds needed to implement the efficiencies;

(4) any further efficiencies that should be explored; and

(5) preliminary recommendations regarding strategies to increase
retention and graduation rates.

(c) If the interim report is not submitted or when submitted does not
include any recommendations pursuant to (b)(1) and (b)(5) above, a new
workgroup shall immediately be created.

Sec. E.603.2 UVM AND VSCS EFFICIENCIES AND IMPROVED
RETENTION AND GRADUATION RATES WORKGROUP

(a) Membership. The Workgroup shall consist of seven members as
follows:

(1) two members of the Senate, one each from the Committees on
Appropriations and Education, appointed by the Committee on Committees.

(2) two members of the House, one each from the Committees on
Appropriations and Education, appointed by the Speaker of the House.

(3) the Commissioner of Finance and Management, or designee.

(4) one person representing the University of Vermont, selected by the
President of the University.

(5) one person representing the Vermont State Colleges System, selected
by the Chancellor.

(b) Meetings. The Workgroup may meet up to four times.  For attending a
meeting of the Workgroup when he or she is not receiving compensation as a
member of the General Assembly, a member of the Workgroup who is
a member of the General Assembly shall be entitled to the same per diem
compensation and reimbursement for necessary expenses as provided members
of standing committees under section 406 of Title 2.

(c) Report.  The Workgroup shall submit a report to the Senate and
House Committees on Appropriations and the Senate and House Committees
on Education on or before December 15, 2019. This report shall include:
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(1)  recommendations for efficiencies that should be pursued;

(2) the estimated amount of annual savings;

(3) any one-time funds needed to implement the efficiencies; 

(4) any further efficiencies that should be explored; and

(5) recommendations regarding strategies to increase retention and
graduation rates.

Sec. E.605 Vermont student assistance corporation

(a) Of this appropriation, $25,000 is appropriated from the General Fund to
the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation to be deposited into the Trust
Fund established in 16 V.S.A. § 2845.

(b) Of this appropriation, not more than $200,000 may be used by the
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation for a student aspirational pilot
initiative to serve one or more high schools.

(c) Of the appropriated amount remaining after accounting for subsections
(a) and (b) of this section, not less than 93 percent of this appropriation shall
be used for direct student aid.

Sec. E.605.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.605.2 NEED-BASED STIPEND FOR DUAL ENROLLMENT AND
EARLY COLLEGE STUDENTS

(a) The sum of $85,000 shall be transferred to the Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation (VSAC) from Sec. E.504.2(a)(1) and (b) of this act
(flexible pathways funds appropriated for need-based stipend purposes) to fund
a flat-rate, need-based stipend or voucher program for financially needy
students enrolled in a dual enrollment course pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 944 or in
early college pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 946 to be used for the purchase of books,
cost of transportation, and payment of fees. VSAC shall establish the criteria
for program eligibility. Funds shall be granted to eligible students on a first-
come, first-served basis until funds are depleted.

(b) VSAC shall report on the program to the House Committees on
Appropriations and on Commerce and Economic Development and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs on or before January 15, 2020.

* * * NATURAL RESOURCES * * *

Sec. E.700 24 V.S.A. § 4752 is amended to read:

§ 4752. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:
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* * *

(20) “Hardship municipality” means a municipality served by a
municipally owned public community water system that:

(A) has a residential population of 250 or less;

(B) has an annual household user cost that exceeds $1,000.00 or 1.5
percent of the median household income after construction of the water supply
improvements project as determined by the Secretary; and

(C) requires improvements to address an imminent public health
hazard or a substantial threat to public health as determined by the Secretary.

Sec. E.700.1 24 V.S.A. § 4769 is added to read:

§ 4769. LOANS TO HARDSHIP MUNICIPALITIES

(a) Waiver of bond vote. A hardship municipality may receive a loan for an
eligible project that includes a loan subsidy of up to $200,000.00 in the form
of 100 percent principal forgiveness with no interest or administrative fee from
funds authorized in 24 V.S.A § 4753(a)(3), subject to the availability of such
loan subsidy. Notwithstanding the provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 4755(a)(3), the
loan is not required to be evidenced by a municipal bond up to the amount to
be forgiven.

(b) Waiver of reimbursement method required in statute. Notwithstanding
the provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 4755(b), loan funds may be disbursed to a
hardship municipality for its approved project upon receipt by the Department
of eligible project invoices without prior payment by the municipality.

Sec. E.702 WATER QUALITY TREATMENT AND TESTING:
SALISBURY FISH HATCHERY

(a) The Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Department of
Environmental Conservation shall review the water quality treatment and
testing currently implemented at the Salisbury fish hatchery. On or before
January 15, 2022, the Department of Environmental Conservation and the
Department of Fish and Wildlife, where appropriate, shall modify the water
quality treatment and testing requirements at the hatchery in order to bring the
hatchery into compliance with the Vermont water quality standards. The
review conducted by the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Department
of Environmental Conservation shall include evaluation of:

(1) modifications to the discharge point of compliance at the hatchery;

(2) rate of discharge from the hatchery;

(3) the placement of the discharge output for the hatchery;
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(4) potential discharge treatment systems designed to bring the hatchery
into compliance with the Vermont water quality standards;

(5) an evaluation of the appropriate monitoring and sampling protocols
of the receiving State waters.

(b) Beginning on January 15, 2020, and annually thereafter until
January 15, 2023, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, after consultation with
the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall report to the House
Committees on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife, on Corrections and
Institutions, on Appropriations, and on Ways and Means and the Senate
Committees on Natural Resources and Energy, on Institutions, on Finance, and
on Appropriations regarding implementation of the modifications resulting
from the review required under subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. E.711 ENVIRONMENTAL CONTINGENCY FUND; BENNINGTON
WATER LINE EXTENSION

(a) In fiscal year 2019, there is transferred $2,500,000 from the General
Fund from a settlement with multiple gasoline refiners related to
contamination from the gasoline additive methyl tertiary-butyl ether to the
Environmental Contingency Fund established pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 1283 for
the purpose of extending municipal water to contaminated properties in the
Town of Bennington.

Sec. E.711.1 BENNINGTON WATER LINE EXTENSION

(a) Waiver of bond vote. The Town of Bennington shall receive a loan for
the Operational Unit C / Chapel Road Project in an amount of up to
$1,500,000 to receive loan subsidy in the form of 100 percent principal
forgiveness with no interest or administrative fee from funds authorized in 24
V.S.A § 4753(a)(3). Notwithstanding the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §
4755(a)(3), the loan is not required to be evidenced by a municipal bond.

(b) Waiving reimbursement method required in statute. Notwithstanding
the provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 4755(b), loan funds may be disbursed to the
Town of Bennington for Operational Unit C / Chapel Road Project upon
receipt by the Agency of Natural Resources of eligible project invoices
without prior payment by the Town.

(c) Cost recovery of loan funds. The loan provided pursuant to this section
is to implement a remedial action approved by the Agency of Natural
Resources and shall be recoverable from any person responsible for the release
of a hazardous material in the same manner as funds spent pursuant to
10 V.S.A. § 1283.
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Sec. E.711.2 10 V.S.A. § 1283 is amended to read:

§ 1283. CONTINGENCY FUND

* * *

(b) Disbursements under this subsection may be made for emergency
purposes or to respond to other than emergency situations; provided, however,
that disbursements in response to an individual situation that is not an
emergency situation shall not exceed $100,000.00 for costs attributable to each
of the subdivisions of this subsection, unless the Secretary has received the
approval of the General Assembly, or the Joint Fiscal Committee, in case the
General Assembly is not in session. Furthermore, the balance in the Fund
shall not be drawn below the amount of $100,000.00, except in emergency
situations. If the balance of the Fund becomes insufficient to allow a proper
response to one or more emergencies that have occurred, the Secretary shall
appear before the Emergency Board, as soon as possible, and shall request that
necessary funds be provided. Within these limitations, disbursements from the
Fund may be made:

* * *

(6) to pay administrative and field supervision costs incurred by the
Secretary or by a municipality at the direction of the Secretary in carrying out
the provisions of this subchapter. Annual disbursements, for these costs, to the
Department of Environmental Conservation under this subdivision shall not
exceed 2.0 2.5 percent of annual revenues;

* * *

* * * TRANSPORTATION * * *

Sec. E.903 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.903.1 [Deleted.]

Sec. E.915 Transportation – town highway aid program

(a) This appropriation is authorized notwithstanding the provisions of
19 V.S.A. § 306(a).

* * * EFFECTIVE DATES * * *

Sec. F.100 EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. C.100 (fiscal year 2019 one-time
appropriations), C.101 (fiscal year 2019 one-time transfer), C.102 (fiscal year
2019 fund transfers, reversions and reserves), C.103 (fiscal year Tobacco
Litigation Settlement Fund transfer and year end balance), C.104-C.107 (fiscal
year 2019 budget adjustments; Legislative Branch), C.108-C.109 (fiscal year
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2019 budget adjustments, Agency of Education), C.110-C.113 (fiscal year
2019 budget adjustments, teachers’ retirement system and health and medical
benefits), C.114 (Green Mountain Secure Retirement Plan), C.116 (fiscal year
2019 budget adjustment, one-time appropriations), E.112 (energy efficiency;
State buildings and facilities), E.127–E.127.2 (Joint Fiscal Committee, grants
acceptance language), E.233.1 (Public Service transfer), E.301.2 (mental
health and substance use disorder workforce), E.312.1 (report; promotion of
immunization), and E.711–E.711.1 (Bennington water line funding and
extension), shall take effect upon passage.

(b) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Sec. C.115 (special fund appropriation
for tax computer systems) shall take effect on passage and shall apply
retroactively to January 1, 2019.

(c) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And by renumbering all of the sections of the bill to be numerically correct
(including internal references) and adjusting all of the totals to be
arithmetically correct.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Mazza Assumes the Chair

President Resumes the Chair

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered on a roll call, Yeas 25, Nays 5.

Senator Mazza having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Bray, Campion, Clarkson, Cummings, Hardy, Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons,
MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers,
Sears, Sirotkin, Starr, Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Benning, Brock,
Collamore, McNeil, Parent.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until three o’clock in the
afternoon.
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Afternoon

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Appointment of Senate Member to Vermont Economic Progress Council

Pursuant to the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3325, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the Vermont Economic Progress Council for a term of two
years:

Senator Hooker

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 529.

Senator Mazza, for the Committee on Transportation, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous changes to
laws related to transportation.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Transportation Program Adopted as Amended; Definitions * * *

Sec. 1. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM ADOPTED AS AMENDED;
DEFINITIONS

(a) The Agency of Transportation’s proposed fiscal year 2020
Transportation Program appended to the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed
Fiscal Year 2020 Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019), as
amended by this act, is adopted to the extent federal, State, and local funds are
available.

(b) As used in this act, unless otherwise indicated:

(1) “Agency” means the Agency of Transportation.

(2) “Electric vehicle supply equipment” has the same meaning as in
30 V.S.A. § 201 as amended by Sec. 30 of this act.

(3) “Plug-in electric vehicle” has the same meaning as in 23 V.S.A.
§ 4(85) as added by Sec. 29 of this act and is abbreviated “PEV.”

(4) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Transportation.

(5) The table heading “As Proposed” means the Transportation Program
referenced in subsection (a) of this section; the table heading “As Amended”
means the amendments as made by this act; the table heading “Change” means
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the difference obtained by subtracting the “As Proposed” figure from the “As
Amended” figure; and the terms “change” or “changes” in the text refer to the
project- and program-specific amendments, the aggregate sum of which equals
the net “Change” in the applicable table heading.

(6) “TIB funds” means monies deposited into the Transportation
Infrastructure Bond Fund in accordance with 19 V.S.A. § 11f.

(c) In the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Public Transit, the
abbreviation “FAA” is struck and “FTA” is inserted in lieu thereof.

* * * Summary of Transportation Investments * * *

Sec. 2. FISCAL YEAR 2020 TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENTS
INTENDED TO REDUCE TRANSPORTATION-RELATED
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, REDUCE FOSSIL FUEL
USE, AND SAVE VERMONT HOUSEHOLDS MONEY

This act includes the State’s fiscal year 2020 transportation investments
intended to reduce transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions, reduce
fossil fuel use, and save Vermont households money in furtherance of the
policies articulated in 19 V.S.A. § 10b and the goals of the Comprehensive
Energy Plan, and to satisfy the Executive and Legislative Branches’
commitments to the Paris Agreement climate goals. In fiscal year 2020, these
efforts will include the following:

(1) Park and Ride Program. This act provides for a fiscal year
expenditure of $2,651,588.00, which will fund four park and ride construction
projects—creating 277 new spaces across the State—and the design of five
additional facilities—totaling 277 additional spaces—scheduled for
construction in fiscal year 2021. Once completed, these 554 new park and ride
spaces will increase the number of State-owned parking spaces by 34 percent.
Specific additions and improvements include:

(A) Williston - Construction of 142 spaces;

(B) Saint Johnsbury - Construction of 44 spaces;

(C) Royalton - Construction of 91 spaces;

(D) Cambridge - Improvements to existing spaces;

(E) Thetford - Design for 40 spaces;

(F) Berlin (Exit 6) - Design for 62 spaces;

(G) Berlin (Exit 7) - Design for 75 spaces;

(H) Manchester - Design for 50 spaces; and
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(I) Williamstown - Design for 50 spaces.

(2) Bike and Pedestrian Facilities Program. This act provides for a
fiscal year expenditure of $14,737,044.00, which will fund 34 bike and
pedestrian construction projects, and 20 bike and pedestrian design or right-of-
way projects, or both, for construction in fiscal year 2021. The construction
projects include the creation, improvement, or rehabilitation of walkways,
sidewalks, shared use paths, bike paths, and cycling lanes. Projects are funded
in Albany, Arlington, Bennington, Burlington, Castleton, Chester, Colchester,
Dover, East Montpelier, Enosburg Falls, Essex, Fair Haven, Fairfield,
Franklin, Hardwick, Hartford, Hinesburg, Jericho, Lake Champlain causeway,
Manchester, Middlebury, Milton, Montpelier-Berlin, Moretown, Norwich,
Pittsford, Plainfield, Pownal, Richford, Royalton, Rutland City, South
Burlington, Springfield, Stowe, Sheldon, Swanton, Thetford, Underhill,
Waitsfield, Waterbury, West Rutland, Williston, and Winooski.

(3) Transportation Alternatives Program. This act provides for a fiscal
year expenditure of $4,085,772.00, which will fund 21 transportation
alternatives construction projects and 14 design or right-of-way projects, or
both. Of these 35 projects, 12 involve environmental mitigation related to
clean water or stormwater concerns, or both, and the remaining 23 involve
bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Projects are funded in Bennington, Brandon,
Burlington, Castleton, Chester, Colchester, East Montpelier, Enosburg, Essex,
Essex Junction, Hartford, Hyde Park, Jericho, Montpelier, Newfane, Pomfret,
Putney, Rutland City, Shelburne, South Burlington, Springfield, St. Albans, St.
Johnsbury, Thetford, Williston, Wilmington, and Winooski.

(4) Public Transit Program. This act authorizes $36,824,399.00 in
funding for public transit uses throughout the State, which is a 17.2 percent
increase over fiscal year 2019 levels. This authorization includes
$1,884,000.00 for two large all-electric transit buses for the Burlington area,
$480,000.00 for two all-electric small shuttle buses for the Montpelier area,
and $3,000,000.00 from the Federal Transit Authority that flows through the
State directly to the Green Mountain Transportation Authority. Also included
in the authorization are:

(A) Go! Vermont at $858,434.00, which supports the promotion and
use of carpools and vanpools.

(B) Barre Transit Expansion at $275,000.00, which increases service
available through Barre Transit.

(C) Capital Commuters at $100,000.00, which provides discounted
bus passes to those commuting to work in Montpelier.
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(D) Vermont Kidney Association Grant at $50,000.00, which
supports the transit needs of Vermonters in need of dialysis services.

(5) Rail Program. This act authorizes $35,983,865.00 for passenger and
freight rail uses throughout the State, which is an 11 percent increase over
fiscal year 2019 levels. This authorization includes $5,200,000.00 for
infrastructure upgrades to bring passenger rail service to Burlington from
Rutland and $8,300,000.00 to support Amtrak service. Since one freight rail
car holds the equivalent of four tractor trailer trucks, increased usage of freight
rail lines will reduce carbon emissions and minimize wear and tear on the
State’s highway network.

(6) Multi-Modal Facilities Program. This act authorizes $1,250,000.00
to complete the $7,750,000.00 multi-modal transit center, bike path, and
pedestrian facility in Montpelier.

(7) Transformation of the State Vehicle Fleet. The State Vehicle Fleet,
which is under the management of the Department of Buildings and General
Services, contains 734 vehicles. Presently, 54 of those vehicles are hybrid or
plug-in electric vehicles. Secs. 40, 41, and 42 of this act will requires that not
less than 50 percent of vehicles purchased or leased by the Department of
Buildings and General Services on or after July 1, 2019 be hybrid or plug-in
electric vehicles, and not less than 75 percent beginning July 1, 2021.

(8) Vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs. Sec. 34 of this act
authorizes $1,500,000.00 to support two programs.

(A) Plug-in electric vehicle incentive program. This program will
offer financial incentives to income-eligible Vermont households purchasing or
leasing new plug-in electric vehicles. As more fully described in Sec. 34 of
this act, the Agency of Transportation will administer this program, which will
be offered on a first-come first-served basis until the funds are exhausted.

(B) High fuel efficiency vehicle incentive and emissions repair
program. This program will offer financial incentives to income-eligible
Vermont households to replace older, fuel inefficient vehicles with used high
fuel efficiency vehicles, including hybrid vehicles, and emissions repair
vouchers for certain vehicles that failed the on board diagnostic (OBD)
systems inspection but could, with less than $2,500.00 in emissions repair
work, pass the OBD systems inspection. As more fully described in Sec. 34 of
this act, the Agency of Transportation will administer this program, which will
target incentives to households that are served by the State’s network of
community action agencies. These households, for whom the purchase of new
plug-in electric vehicles is financially out of reach, will benefit financially by
switching to far more efficient vehicles as envisioned by this program or
having emissions repair work done to their existing vehicle.
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(9) Report on methods to increase public transit ridership. This act,
through the spending authorization for the Policy and Planning Program,
includes funding for and direction to the Agency of Transportation to conduct
a comprehensive study of strategies to increase public transit ridership, with an
emphasis on rural areas.

(10) Report on time-of-acquisition feebates. This act, through the
spending authorization for the Policy and Planning Program, includes funding
for and directs the Agency of Transportation to conduct a study on time-of-
acquisition feebates and make a recommendation on whether Vermont should
establish a time-of-acquisition feebate program on the purchase and lease, if
applicable, of new vehicles. Such a program would establish one or more
levels of fuel efficiency based on miles per gallon or miles per gallon
equivalent and provide an immediate cash incentive for vehicles that exceed
that level, or levels, or assess a financial fee on vehicles that perform less than
the established level, or levels.

(11) Report on weight-based annual registration fees. This act, through
the spending authorization for the Policy and Planning Program, includes
funding for and directs the Agency of Transportation to conduct a study on
whether Vermont should establish an annual vehicle registration fee schedule
based upon the weight of the vehicle. As gas sales decline, revenues to
support transportation infrastructure will continue to decline if not replaced
with another source reflecting impact on roads, the environment, and State
policies.

(12) Plug-in electric vehicle charging regulatory report. This act lays
the groundwork for a regulatory structure in support of transportation
electrification. The policies in this act, combined with impending action at the
Public Utility Commission, will provide predictability for plug-in electric
vehicle owners and the sustainability of Vermont’s transportation
infrastructure.

(13) Electrification of the State’s motor vehicle fleet. This act, in
concert with the Big Bill, appropriates $512,000.00 to electrify the State’s
motor vehicle pool. The expenditures support the purchase of 12 fully electric
vehicles and electric vehicle supply equipment at the following State facilities:

(A) 134 State St., Montpelier;

(B) Rutland;

(C) Springfield; and

(D) Barre.



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 843

(14) Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCI). This act, through the
spending authorization for the Policy and Planning Program, supports staff
work in collaboration with the Agency of Natural Resources to negotiate the
Transportation and Climate Initiative agreement with other participating
jurisdictions. TCI jurisdictions are negotiating a regional low-carbon
transportation policy proposal that would cap and reduce carbon emissions
from the combustion of transportation fuels through a cap-and-invest program
or other pricing mechanism and allow each TCI jurisdiction to invest proceeds
from the program into low-carbon and more resilient transportation
infrastructure.

* * * Amendments to Transportation Program – Program Development * * *

Sec. 3. FISCAL YEAR SPENDING AUTHORITY; PROGRAM
DEVELOPMENT

If the Agency’s fiscal year 2019 maintenance of effort requirement is
attained and toll credits are approved by the Federal Highway Administration
in fiscal year 2020, then spending authority in Program Development in the
Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020 Transportation Program
(Revised February 21, 2019) is amended as follows:

(1) transportation funds is reduced by the amount of toll credits
approved, but not to exceed $845,416.64; and

(2) federal funds is increased by the amount of toll credits approved, but
not to exceed $845,416.64.

Sec. 4. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT; ROADWAY

(a) Within the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Program
Development—Roadway authorized spending for Burlington MEGC M 5001
(1) is amended as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 500,000 500,000 0
Construction 10,500,000 5,500,000 -5,000,000
Total 11,000,000 6,000,000 -5,000,000

Sources of funds
TIB 330,000 180,000 -150,000
Federal 10,450,000 5,700,000 -4,750,000
Local 220,000 120,000 -100,000
Total 11,000,000 6,000,000 -5,000,000

(b) Within the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Program
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Development—Roadway authorized spending for Waterbury FEGC F 013-
4(13) is amended as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

Construction 10,000,000 10,000,000 0
Total 10,000,000 10,000,000 0

Sources of funds
TIB 0 150,000 150,000
State 300,000 150,000 -150,000
Federal 9,500,000 9,500,000 0
Local 200,000 200,000 0
Total 10,000,000 10,000,000 0

Sec. 5. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT; TRAFFIC & SAFETY

Within the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Program
Development—Traffic & Safety authorized spending for Shelburne – South
Burlington – NHG SGNL(51) is amended as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 10,000 75,000 65,000
Construction 0 50,000 50,000
Total 10,000 125,000 115,000

Sources of funds
Federal 10,000 125,000 115,000
Total 10,000 125,000 115,000

* * * Amendment to Transportation Program –
Municipal Mitigation Assistance Program * * *

Sec. 6. SPENDING AUTHORITY IN THE MUNICIPAL MITIGATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) Spending authority for grants in the Municipal Mitigation Assistance
Program in the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) is increased by
$135,000.00 in transportation funds.

(b) If the Agency’s fiscal year 2019 maintenance of effort requirement is
attained and toll credits are approved by the Federal Highway Administration
in fiscal year 2020, then spending authority for grants in the Municipal
Mitigation Assistance Program in the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed
Fiscal Year 2020 Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) is
further increased by the amount of toll credits approved, but not to exceed
$845,416.64.
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* * * Amendment to Transportation Program –

Public Transit (Opioid Treatment Pilot) * * *

Sec. 7. OPIOID TREATMENT PILOT

Within the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Public Transit
authorized spending for Opioid Treatment Pilot is amended as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

Other 200,000 0 -200,000
Total 200,000 0 -200,000

Sources of funds
State 200,000 0 -200,000
Total 200,000 0 -200,000

* * * Amendment to Transportation Program – Aviation * * *

Sec. 8. CLARENDON SRE BUILDING

Within the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) for Aviation authorized
spending for Clarendon SRE Building is amended as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 105,000 105,000 0
Construction 553,472 453,472 -100,000
Total 658,472 558,472 -100,000

Sources of funds
State 658,472 558,472 -100,000
Total 658,472 558,472 -100,000

* * * Voluntary Cancellation of Municipal Projects * * *

Sec. 9. 19 V.S.A. § 10g(h) is amended to read:

(h) Should capital projects in the Transportation Program be delayed
because of unanticipated problems with permitting, right-of-way acquisition,
construction, local concern, or availability of federal or State funds, the
Secretary is authorized to advance projects in the approved Transportation
Program. The Secretary is further authorized to undertake projects to resolve
emergency or safety issues. Upon authorizing a project to resolve an
emergency or safety issue, the Secretary shall give prompt notice of the
decision and action taken to the Joint Fiscal Office and to the House and
Senate Committees on Transportation when the General Assembly is in
session, and when the General Assembly is not in session, to the Joint
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Transportation Oversight Committee, the Joint Fiscal Office, and the Joint
Fiscal Committee. Should an approved project in the current Transportation
Program require additional funding to maintain the approved schedule, the
Agency is authorized to allocate the necessary resources. However, the
Secretary shall not delay or suspend work on approved projects to reallocate
funding for other projects except when other funding options are not available.
In such case, the Secretary shall notify the members of the Joint Transportation
Oversight Committee, and the Joint Fiscal Office, and the Joint Fiscal
Committee when the General Assembly is not in session and the House and
Senate Committees on Transportation and the Joint Fiscal Office when the
General Assembly is in session. With respect to projects in the approved
Transportation Program, the Secretary shall notify, in the district affected, the
regional planning commission, the municipality, Legislators, members of the
Senate and House Committees on Transportation, and the Joint Fiscal Office of
any change which that likely will affect the fiscal year in which the project is
planned to go to construction. No project shall be canceled without the
approval of the General Assembly, except that the Agency may cancel a
municipal project when requested by the municipality or when the Agency and
the municipality concur that the project no longer is necessary.

* * * Project Additions * * *

Sec. 10. ADDITION OF COLCHESTER – BAYSIDE INTERSECTION
PROJECT

The following project is added to the candidate list of Program
Development—Traffic & Safety Program within the Proposed Fiscal Year
2020 Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019): Colchester –
Bayside Intersection Roundabout and Stormwater Improvements.

Sec. 11. ADDITION OF SHELBURNE – SOUTH BURLINGTON
PROJECT AND SPENDING AUTHORITY

(a) The following project is added to the candidate list of the Program
Development—Traffic & Safety Program within the fiscal year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019): Shelburne – South
Burlington – Automated Traffic Signal Performance Measures.

(b) Spending authority for the Shelburne – South Burlington – Automated
Traffic Signal Performance Measures project is authorized as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

PE 0 15,000 15,000
Construction 0 50,000 50,000
Total 0 65,000 65,000

Sources of funds
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State 0 13,000 13,000
Federal 0 52,000 52,000
Total 0 65,000 65,000

* * * BUILD Grant Acceptance * * *

Sec. 12. BETTER UTILIZING INVESTMENTS TO LEVERAGE
DEVELOPMENT (BUILD) GRANT (RAIL)

Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 5 (acceptance of grants) and 19 V.S.A. § 7(k)
(Secretary; powers and duties), the Agency of Transportation is authorized to
accept the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD)
grant awarded in federal fiscal year 2019 for the Vermont Regional Freight
Rail Corridor Upgrade Project in the amount of $20,000,000.00.

* * * CRISI Grant Acceptance and Project Addition * * *

Sec. 13. CONSOLIDATED RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE AND SAFETY
IMPROVEMENTS (CRISI) GRANT (RAIL)

(a) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 5 (acceptance of grants) and 19 V.S.A.
§ 7(k) (Secretary; powers and duties), the Agency of Transportation is
authorized to accept the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety
Improvements (CRISI) grant in the amount of $2,082,519.00 for the following
project, which is added to the fiscal year 2020 Transportation Program:
Windsor – St. Albans CRISI (17) Vermonter Amtrak Safety Project.

(b) Spending authority for the Windsor – St. Albans CRISI (17) Vermonter
Amtrak Safety Project is authorized as follows:

FY20 As Proposed As Amended Change

Other 0 2,082,519 2,082,519
Total 0 2,082,519 2,082,519

Sources of funds
Federal 0 2,082,519 2,082,519
Total 0 2,082,519 2,082,519

* * * Central Garage * * *

Sec. 14. TRANSFER TO CENTRAL GARAGE FUND

Notwithstanding 19 V.S.A. § 13(c)(1), in fiscal year 2020, the amount of
$355,358.00 is transferred from the Transportation Fund to the Central Garage
Fund created in 19 V.S.A. § 13.

Sec. 15. CENTRAL GARAGE EQUIPMENT

Authorized spending in fiscal year 2020 for operating expenses in the
Central Garage is reduced by $39,904.00 in internal service funds.
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Sec. 16. 19 V.S.A. § 13(c)(1) is amended to read:

(c)(1) For the purpose specified in subsection (b) of this section, the
following amount shall be transferred from the Transportation Fund to the
Central Garage Fund:

(A) in fiscal year 2019 2021, $1,318,442.00 $1,355,358.00; and

(B) in subsequent fiscal years, at a minimum, the amount specified in
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (1) as adjusted annually by increasing the
previous fiscal year’s amount by the percentage increase in the Bureau of
Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)
during the previous two most recently closed State fiscal year years.

* * * State Aid for Town Highways * * *

Sec. 17. 19 V.S.A. § 306(a) is amended to read:

§ 306. APPROPRIATION; STATE AID FOR TOWN HIGHWAYS

(a) General State aid to town highways.

(1) An annual appropriation to class 1, 2, and 3 town highways shall be
made. This appropriation shall increase over the previous fiscal year’s
appropriation by the same percentage as the following, whichever is less:

(A) the year-over-year increase in the two most recently closed fiscal
years in the Agency’s total appropriations in the previous fiscal year funded by
Transportation Fund revenues, excluding the appropriation appropriations for
town highways under this subsection (a) for that year; or

(B) the percentage increase in the Bureau of Labor Statistics
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) during the previous
State fiscal year same period in subdivision (1)(A) of this subsection.

(2) If the year-over-year change in appropriations specified in either
subdivision (1)(A) or (B) of this subsection is negative, then the appropriation
to town highways under this subsection shall be equal to the previous fiscal
year’s appropriation.

(3) The funds appropriated shall be distributed to towns as follows:

(A) Six percent of the State’s annual town highway appropriation
shall be apportioned to class 1 town highways. The apportionment for each
town shall be that town’s percentage of class 1 town highways of the total class
1 town highway mileage in the State.

(B) Forty-four percent of the State’s annual town highway
appropriation shall be apportioned to class 2 town highways. The
apportionment for each town shall be that town’s percentage of class 2 town
highways of the total class 2 town highway mileage in the State.
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(C) Fifty percent of the State’s annual town highway appropriation
shall be apportioned to class 3 town highways. The apportionment for each
town shall be that town’s percentage of class 3 town highways of the total class
3 town highway mileage in the State.

(D) Monies apportioned under subdivisions (1), (2), and (3) of this
subsection shall be distributed to each town in quarterly payments beginning
July 15 in each year.

(E) Each town shall use the monies apportioned to it solely for town
highway construction, improvement, and maintenance purposes or as the
nonfederal share for public transit assistance. These funds may also be used
for the establishment and maintenance of bicycle routes and sidewalks. The
members of the selectboard shall be personally liable to the State, in a civil
action brought by the Attorney General, for making any unauthorized
expenditures from money apportioned to the town under this section.

* * * Public Transit Funding * * *

Sec. 18. 24 V.S.A. § 5083 is amended to read:

§ 5083. DECLARATION OF POLICY

(a) It shall be the State’s policy to make maximum use of available federal
funds for the support of public transportation. State operating support funds
shall be included in Agency operating budgets to the extent that funds are
available. State policy shall support the maintenance of existing public transit
services and creation of new services including, in order of precedence, the
following goals:

(1) Provision for basic mobility for transit-dependent persons, as
defined in the current public transit policy plan of January 15, 2000, including
meeting the performance standards for urban, suburban, and rural areas. The
density of a service area’s population is an important factor in determining
whether the service offered is fixed route, demand-response, or volunteer
drivers.

(2) Expanding public transit service in rural areas and increasing
ridership statewide.

(3) Access to employment, including creation of demand-response
service.

(3)(4) Congestion mitigation to preserve air quality, decrease
greenhouse gas emissions, and the sustainability of sustain the highway
network.
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(4)(5) Advancement of economic development objectives, including
services for workers and visitors that support the travel and tourism industry.
Applicants for “new starts” in this service sector shall demonstrate a high level
of locally derived income for operating costs from fare-box recovery, contract
income, or other income.

(b) The Agency of Transportation shall evaluate proposals for new public
transit service submitted by providers in response to a notice of funding
availability, by examining feasibility studies submitted by providers. The
feasibility studies shall address criteria set forth in the most recent public
transit policy plan.

(c) The Agency, in cooperation with the Public Transit Advisory Council,
shall adopt appropriate performance and service standards for transit systems
receiving federal or State assistance. The Agency of Transportation shall
provide guidance, training, funding, and technical assistance to transit systems
in order to meet the performance and service standards established.

(d) The Agency of Transportation shall provide written guidance, funding,
and technical assistance in the preparation of financial and management plans
for public transit systems for each fiscal year. To provide a foundation for
financial stability and reliability in the provision of transportation services to
the public, the Agency of Transportation shall, in cooperation with the Public
Transit Advisory Council, establish both short and long-range fiscal, operating,
and capital investment plans to support the goals outlined in this section and
regional transportation development plan proposals and regional plans as
required by section 5089 of this title.

Sec. 19. 24 V.S.A. § 5091(i) is amended to read:

(i) To implement The Agency of Transportation shall distribute State and
federal funds to public transit systems through an annual competitive program
that implements the public transportation policy goals set forth in section 5083
of this title and 19 V.S.A. § 10f , the Agency of Transportation shall use the
following formula for distribution of operating funds to public transit systems:.

(1)(A) 10 percent based on the percentage of the State’s population of
elders (persons age 60 and above) in each of the designated transit service
areas;

(B) 10 percent based on the percentage of the State’s youth
population (persons ages 12 through 17) in each of the designated transit
service areas;

(C) 10 percent based on the percentage of the State’s population of
people who have limited physical mobility in each of the designated transit
service areas;
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(D) 10 percent based on the percentage of the State’s population of
people who are in poverty in each of the designated transit service areas;

(E) 10 percent based on the percentage of the State’s households
lacking access to an automobile in each of the designated transit service areas.
[Repealed]

(2) 20 percent of operating funds shall be based on need for
employment transportation, as measured by the percentage of the State’s
employed persons residing in each of the designated transit service areas, using
data developed by the Vermont Department of Labor. [Repealed.]

(3) 15 percent of operating funds shall be based on the need for
congestion mitigation and air quality, as measured by the percentage of the
State’s overall population living in high density areas in each of the designated
transit service areas, using data from the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
[Repealed.]

(4) 15 percent of the operating funds shall be based on need for
economic development transportation, as measured by the percentage of the
State’s jobs in each of the designated transit service areas, using data
developed annually by the Vermont Department of Labor. [Repealed.]

* * * Public Transit Study * * *

Sec. 20. STUDY OF METHODS TO INCREASE PUBLIC TRANSIT
RIDERSHIP IN VERMONT

(a) The Agency of Transportation shall, in consultation with
stakeholders, study methods to increase use of public transit in Vermont for
both residents and visitors. This study shall review the Agency’s current
initiatives and those in other territories, states, and countries; review literature,
marketing, and activities regarding methods to increase ridership with special
emphasis on rural areas; determine unmet needs from current studies; examine
the benefit of providing local connectivity to transit; and evaluate what factors
affect public transit ridership in Vermont.

(c) The Agency shall deliver a written report of its findings and any
recommendations, including where and how to make the most effective
improvements in service and criteria to use to determine the priorities of
investments, to the House and Senate Committees on Transportation on or
before January 15, 2020.

(d) The Agency shall evaluate recommendations for potential inclusion in
its fiscal year 2021 budget proposal and estimated funding necessary to
achieve the recommendations for any new initiatives identified in the study.
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* * * State Highway Condemnation and Acquisition * * *

Sec. 21. 19 V.S.A. § 503(d) is amended to read:

(d) Notice and other documents. The Agency shall hand-deliver or send by
mail to interested persons owners of property to be acquired a notice of
procedures and rights and the offer of just compensation. The notice of
procedures and rights shall include an explanation of the proposed State
highway project and its purpose, and statements that:

* * *

Sec. 22. 19 V.S.A. § 504(a) is amended to read:

(a) Verified complaint. If a property owner has not entered into an
agreement stipulating to the necessity of a taking and the public purpose of a
highway project, and the Agency wishes to proceed with the taking, the
Agency shall file a verified complaint in the Civil Division of the Superior
Court in a county where the project is located seeking a judgment of
condemnation. The complaint shall name as defendants each interested person
property owner who has not stipulated to a proposed taking, and shall include:

(1) statements Statements that the Agency has complied with subsection
503(d) of this chapter;.

(2) the The Agency’s written determination of necessity;.

(3) a A general description of the negotiations undertaken; and.

(4) a A survey of the proposed project, and legal descriptions of the
property and of the interests therein proposed to be taken. As used in this
subdivision, “survey” means a plan, profile, or cross section of the proposed
project. The survey and legal descriptions served upon the property owner
only need to include the particular property or properties at issue.

Sec. 23. 19 V.S.A. § 502(a) is amended to read:

(a) Authority. The Agency, when in its judgment the interest interests of
the State requires require, may take any property necessary to lay out, relocate,
alter, construct, reconstruct, maintain, repair, widen, grade, or improve any
State highway, including affected portions of town highways. In furtherance
of these purposes, the Agency may enter upon lands to conduct necessary
examinations and surveys; however, the Agency shall do this work with
minimum damage to the land and disturbance to the owners and shall be
subject to liability for actual damages. All property taken permanently shall be
taken in fee simple whenever practicable. The Agency’s acquisition of
property pursuant to this chapter, whether by condemnation or conveyance in
lieu of condemnation, shall not require subdivision approval under any law,
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regulation, or municipal ordinance. For all State highway projects involving
property acquisitions, the Agency shall follow the provisions of the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisitions Policies Act (“Act”)
(Act) and its implementing regulations, as may be amended.

* * * Public-Private Partnership (P3) Definition * * *

Sec. 24. 19 V.S.A. § 2612(4) is amended to read:

(4) “Public-private partnership” or “P3” means an alternative project
delivery mechanism that may be used by the Agency to permit private sector
participation in a project, including in its financing, development, operation,
management, ownership, leasing, or maintenance. As used in this subchapter,
“partnership” shall refer solely to a “public-private partnership” and “partner”
shall refer to the State or to the private entity participant or participants in a
public-private partnership.

* * * Highway Work; Minimum Wages * * *

Sec. 25. 19 V.S.A. § 18 is amended to read:

§ 18. WAGES

In making up specifications and advertising for bids on highway work, the
board Agency shall fix, subject to local conditions, the minimum wage per
hour for various classes of labor and the minimum to be paid per hour or per
cubic yard for trucks which that the contractor shall be bound to pay.

* * * Junior Operator Use of Portable Electronic Devices * * *

Sec. 26. 23 V.S.A. § 1095a(d) is added to read:

(d) A person who violates this section commits a traffic violation as
defined in section 2302 of this title and shall be subject to a civil penalty of not
less than $100.00 and not more than $200.00 for a first violation, and of not
less than $250.00 and not more than $500.00 for a second or subsequent
violation within any two-year period.

* * * School Bus Driver Blood Alcohol Content Limitation * * *

Sec. 27. 23 V.S.A. § 1201(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person shall not operate, attempt to operate, or be in actual physical
control of any vehicle on a highway:

(1) when the person’s alcohol concentration is 0.08 or more, or 0.02 or
more if the person is operating a school bus as defined in subdivision 4(34) of
this title vehicle when the operation requires an operator’s license with a
school bus endorsement; or

* * *
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* * * Evidentiary Blood Sample * * *

Sec. 28. 23 V.S.A. § 1203(b) is amended to read:

(b) Only a physician, licensed nurse, medical technician, physician
assistant, medical technologist, or laboratory assistant, intermediate or
advanced emergency medical technician, or paramedic acting at the request of
a law enforcement officer may withdraw blood for the purpose of determining
the presence of alcohol or other another drug. This limitation does not apply
to the taking of a breath sample. A medical facility or business may not
charge more than $75.00 for services rendered when an individual is brought
to a facility for the sole purpose of an evidentiary blood sample or when an
emergency medical technician or paramedic draws an evidentiary blood
sample.

* * * Electric Vehicle Definitions * * *

Sec. 29. 23 V.S.A. § 4(85) is added to read:

(85) “Plug-in electric vehicle” means a motor vehicle that can be
powered by an electric motor drawing current from a rechargeable energy
storage system, such as from storage batteries or other portable electrical
energy storage devices provided that the vehicle can draw recharge energy
from a source off the vehicle such as electric vehicle supply equipment. A
“plug-in electric vehicle” includes both a motor vehicle that can only be
powered by an electric motor drawing current from a rechargeable energy
storage system and a motor vehicle that can be powered by an electric motor
drawing current from a rechargeable energy storage system but also has an
onboard combustion engine.

Sec. 30. 30 V.S.A. § 201 is amended to read:

§ 201. DEFINITIONS

(a) As used in this chapter, the word “company”:

(1) “Company” or “companies” means and includes individuals,
partnerships, associations, corporations, and municipalities owning or
conducting any public service business or property used in connection
therewith and covered by the provisions of this chapter. The term “company”
or “companies” also includes electric cooperatives organized and operating
under chapter 81 of this title, the Vermont Public Power Supply Authority to
the extent not inconsistent with chapter 84 of this title, and the Vermont
Hydroelectric Power Authority to the extent not inconsistent with chapter 90
of this title. In the context of actions requiring prior approval under section
107 of this title, the term “company” shall also mean any individual,
partnership, association, corporation, group, syndicate, operating division,
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joint stock company, trust, other entity, or municipality which would be
defined as a company pursuant to this section if such approval were to be
granted.

(2) “Electric vehicle supply equipment” means a device or system
designed and used specifically to transfer electrical energy to a plug-in electric
vehicle as defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4(85), either as charge transferred via a
physical or wireless connection, by loading a fully charged battery, or by other
means. “Electric vehicle supply equipment available to the public” shall:

(A) be located at a publicly available parking space, which does not
include a parking space that is part of or associated with a private residence or
a parking space that is reserved for the exclusive use of an individual driver,
vehicle, or group of drivers or vehicles including employees, tenants, visitors,
residents of a common interest development, residents of an adjacent building,
or customers of a business whose primary business is not electric vehicle
charging;

(B) disclose all charges for the use of the electric vehicle supply
equipment at the point of sale; and

(C) provide multiple payment options that allow access by the public,
if a fee is required, and shall not require persons desiring to use such public
electric vehicle supply equipment to pay a subscription fee or otherwise obtain
a membership in any club, association, or organization as a condition of using
such electric vehicle supply equipment, but may have different price schedules
that are conditioned on a subscription or membership in a club, association, or
organization.

(b) As used in this chapter, “energy”

(3) “Energy” means not only the traditional scientific characteristic of
“ability to do work” but also the substances or processes used to produce heat,
light, or motion, including petroleum or other liquid fuels, natural or synthetic
fuel gas, solid carbonaceous fuels, solar radiation, geothermal sources, nuclear
sources, biomass, organic waste products, wind, or flowing water.

Sec. 31. 9 V.S.A. § 2651(14) is amended to read:

(14) “Weights and measures” means all weights and measures of every
kind, instruments and devices for weighing and measuring, and any appliances
and accessories associated with any or all such instruments and devices
including electric vehicle supply equipment available to the public, as defined
in subdivision 2730(a)(14) of this title, but not including meters for the
measurement of electricity, gas (natural or manufactured), or water when they
are operated in a public utility system. Such electricity, gas, and water meters
are specifically excluded from the purview of this chapter, and this chapter
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shall not apply to such meters or to any appliances or accessories associated
therewith.

Sec. 32. 9 V.S.A. § 2730(a)(14) is added to read:

(14) “Electric vehicle supply equipment” and “electric vehicle supply
equipment available to the public” have the same meanings as in 30 V.S.A.
§ 201.

* * * Net Metering at Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment * * *

Sec. 33. 30 V.S.A. § 8002(16) is amended to read:

(16) “Net metering system” means a plant for generation of electricity
that:

(A) is of no more than 500 kW capacity;

(B) operates in parallel with facilities of the electric distribution
system;

(C) is intended primarily to offset the customer’s own electricity
requirements and does not supply electricity to electric vehicle supply
equipment, as defined in section 201 of this title, for the for profit resale of
electricity to the public by the kWh or for other retail sales to the public,
including those based in whole or in part on a flat fee per charging session or a
time-based fee for occupying a parking space while using electric vehicle
supply equipment; and

(D)(i) employs a renewable energy source; or

(ii) is a qualified micro-combined heat and power system of 20
kW or fewer that meets the definition of combined heat and power in
subsection 8015(b) of this title and uses any fuel source that meets air quality
standards.

* * * Vehicle Incentive and Emissions Repair Programs * * *

Sec. 34. VEHICLE INCENTIVE AND EMISSIONS REPAIR PROGRAMS

(a) Vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs administration. The
Agency of Transportation (Agency), in consultation with the Agency of
Natural Resources, the Agency of Human Services, the Department of Public
Service, Vermont electric distribution utilities that are offering incentives for
PEVs, and the State’s network of community action agencies, shall establish
and administer the programs described in subsections (b) and (c) of this
section. The Agency is authorized to spend $1,500,000.00 on the two
programs. Subject to State procurement requirements, the Agency may retain
a contractor or contractors to assist with marketing, program development, and
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administration of the two programs and up to $150,000.00 of program funding
may be set aside for this purpose. The Agency shall annually evaluate the two
programs to gauge effectiveness and submit a written report on the
effectiveness of the programs to the House and Senate Committees on
Transportation, the House Committee on Energy and Technology, and the
Senate Committee on Finance on or before the 31st day of December in each
year that an incentive or repair voucher is provided through one of the
programs.

(b) Electric vehicle incentive program. A new PEV purchase and lease
incentive program for Vermont residents shall structure PEV purchase and
lease incentive payments by income to help all Vermonters benefit from
electric driving, including Vermont’s most vulnerable. Specifically, the
program shall:

(1) apply to both purchases and leases of new PEVs with an emphasis
on creating and matching incentives for exclusively electric powered vehicles
that do not contain an onboard combustion engine;

(2) provide incentives to Vermont households with low and moderate
income at or below 140 percent of the State’s prior five-year average Median
Household Income (MHI) level; and

(3) apply to manufactured PEVs with a Base Manufacturer’s Suggested
Retail Price (MSRP) of $40,000.00 or less.

(c) High fuel efficiency vehicle incentive and emissions repair program. A
used high fuel efficiency vehicle purchase incentive and emissions repair
program for Vermont residents shall structure high fuel efficiency purchase
incentive payments and emissions repair vouchers by income to help all
Vermonters benefit from more efficient driving, including Vermont’s most
vulnerable. Specifically, the program shall:

(1) apply to purchases of used high fuel efficient motor vehicles, which
for purposes of this program shall be pleasure cars with a combined
city/highway fuel efficiency of at least 40 miles per gallon or miles per gallon
equivalent as rated by the Environmental Protection Agency when the vehicle
was new, and repairs of certain vehicles that failed the on board diagnostic
(OBD) systems inspection;

(2) base eligibility on the same criteria used for income qualification for
weatherization services through the Weatherization Program and provide
vouchers through the State’s network of community action agencies; and

(3) provide one of the following to qualifying individuals:
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(A) a point-of-sale voucher of up to $5,000.00 to assist in the
purchase of a used high fuel efficient motor vehicle that may require that a
condition of the voucher be that if the individual is the owner of either a motor
vehicle that failed the OBD systems inspection or a motor vehicle that is more
than 15 years old and has a combined city/highway fuel efficiency of less than
25 miles per gallon as rated by the Environmental Protection Agency when the
vehicle was new that the vehicle will be removed from operation and either
donated to a non-profit organization to be used for parts or destroyed; or

(B) a point-of-repair voucher to repair a motor vehicle that was ready
for testing, failed the OBD systems inspection, requires repairs that are not
under warranty, and will be able to pass the State’s vehicle inspection once the
repairs are made provided that the point-of-repair voucher is commensurate
with the fair market value of the vehicle to be repaired and does not exceed
$2,500.00, with $2,500.00 vouchers only being available to repair vehicles
with a fair market value of at least $5,000.00.

* * * Public Utility Commission Report * * *

Sec. 35. PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION TARIFF DESIGN REPORT

As a follow up to the report due on or before July 1, 2019, the Public
Utility Commission, in consultation with those Vermont electric distribution
utilities that wish to participate, the Agency of Transportation, the Department
of Public Service, and Efficiency Vermont, shall report back to the Senate
Committees on Transportation and on Natural Resources and Energy and the
House Committees on Transportation and on Energy and Technology on or
before December 15, 2019 concerning the steps necessary to implement fees
on PEV charging if fees are to be collected on PEV charging:

(1) Fees and assessments. Whether or not electric distribution utilities
should collect both a transportation efficiency fee, as defined in subdivision
(A) of this subdivision, and a transportation infrastructure assessment, as
defined in subdivision (B) of this subdivision, or just a transportation
infrastructure assessment and how best to implement:

(A) A transportation efficiency fee. A per-kWh transportation
efficiency fee on electricity provided by an electric distribution utility for
electric vehicle supply equipment equal to the energy efficiency charge rate set
by the Commission, and to be charged instead of an energy efficiency charge;
and

(B) A transportation infrastructure assessment. A per-kWh
transportation infrastructure assessment on electricity provided by an electric
distribution utility for electric vehicle supply equipment.



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 859

(2) Electric vehicle charging tariff design. The design of an electric
vehicle charging tariff for electric utilities with more than 17,000 customers,
and other electric utilities at their discretion, that allows a customer, including
a company that owns and operates electric vehicle supply equipment, to
purchase electricity solely to charge a plug-in electric vehicle. The report
should consider whether the tariff should:

(A) contain either a time-of-day or off-peak rate, as elected by the
electric utility that takes advantage of lower-cost electricity and minimizes
adverse grid effects and investment costs, maximizes the grid benefits of PEV
charging, including electric distribution utility control of charging, and reduces
the negative environmental effects of burning fossil fuels for transportation
and electrical generation;

(B) include the per-kWh transportation efficiency fee;

(C) include the per-kWh transportation infrastructure assessment;

(D) offer a customer the option to purchase electricity from the
utility’s current mix of energy supply sources or entirely from renewable
energy sources;

(E) include a mechanism to allow the recovery of costs reasonably
necessary to comply with electric vehicle charging tariff setting, such as costs
to inform and educate customers about the financial, energy conservation, and
environmental benefits of electric vehicles and to publicly advertise and
promote participation in a customer-optional tariff;

(F) provide for clear and transparent customer billing statements
including the amount of energy consumed under the tariff;

(G) incorporate any necessary costs of metering or submetering
within the rate charged to the customer; and

(H) factor in other considerations as the Commission deems
appropriate.

(3) Reporting by electric distribution utilities. Whether there should be
a mandatory periodic report from electric distribution utilities to the
Commission and what should be included in those reports, consideration
should be given to:

(A) participation and impact highlights, including participation levels
and new electric vehicle supply equipment installed by county;

(B) the overall costs and benefits of the tariff, including any changes
or issues encountered during the reporting period; and

(C) other data required by the Commission.
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(4) Incremental revenue and costs. The amount of incremental revenue
to electric distribution utilities expected to be generated by PEVs and all other
financial benefits that PEVs may bring to electric distribution utilities over the
next 10 years, whether there are necessary costs and technical feasibility
problems to meter PEV charging separate from other electrical demand on the
same account, and all other costs expected to be incurred by the electric
distribution utilities related to PEV deployment and associated infrastructure.

(5) Net metering. How to address the use of net metering energy and
net metering energy credits for electric vehicle supply equipment.

* * * Reporting by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets * * *

Sec. 36. REPORTING BY THE AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD
AND MARKETS

(a) The Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall file a written report
with the Senate Committees on Transportation and on Finance and the House
Committees on Transportation and on Ways and Means on or before December
1, 2019 that provides an update on the National Institute of Standards and
Technology’s progress towards adopting a code on electric vehicle fueling
systems and makes a recommendation for an annual licensing fee for electric
vehicle supply equipment available to the public for inclusion in 9 V.S.A.
§ 2730(f)(1).

(b) If the National Institute of Standards and Technology has not adopted a
code on electric vehicle fueling systems by December 1, 2020 then the Agency
of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall file a written report with the House and
Senate Committees on Transportation on or before December 1, 2020 that
provides an update on the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s
progress towards adopting a code on electric vehicle fueling systems.

* * * Fees for Use of Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment * * *

Sec. 37. 32 V.S.A. § 604 is added to read:

§ 604. ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY EQUIPMENT FEES

Notwithstanding any other provision of this subchapter, any agency or
department that owns or controls electric vehicle supply equipment, as defined
in 30 V.S.A. § 201, may establish, set, and adjust fees for the use of that
electric vehicle supply equipment. The agency or department may establish
fees for electric vehicle charging at less than its costs, to cover its costs, or
equal to the retail rate charged for the use of electric vehicle supply equipment
available to the public. Fees collected under this section shall be deposited in
the same fund or account within a fund from which the electric operating
expense for the electric vehicle supply equipment originated.
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Sec. 38. ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY EQUIPMENT FEES REPEAL

32 V.S.A. § 604 (electric vehicle supply equipment fees) is repealed on
July 1, 2022.

* * * Jurisdiction Over Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment * * *

Sec. 39. 30 V.S.A. § 203 is amended to read:

§ 203. JURISDICTION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITIES

The Public Utility Commission and the Department of Public Service shall
have jurisdiction over the following described companies within the State,
their directors, receivers, trustees, lessees, or other persons or companies
owning or operating such companies and of all plants, lines, exchanges, and
equipment of such companies used in or about the business carried on by them
in this State as covered and included herein. Such jurisdiction shall be
exercised by the Commission and the Department so far as may be necessary
to enable them to perform the duties and exercise the powers conferred upon
them by law. The Commission and the Department may, when they deem the
public good requires, examine the plants, equipment, lines, exchanges,
stations, and property of the companies subject to their jurisdiction under this
chapter.

(1) A company engaged in the manufacture, transmission, distribution,
or sale of gas or electricity directly to the public or to be used ultimately by the
public for lighting, heating, or power and so far as relates to their use or
occupancy of the public highways.

(2) That part of the business of a company which that consists of the
manufacture, transmission, distribution, or sale of gas or electricity directly to
the public or to be used ultimately by the public for lighting, heating, or power
and so far as relates to their use or occupancy of the public highways.

* * *

(7) Notwithstanding subdivisions (1) and (2) of this section, the
Commission and Department shall not have jurisdiction over persons
otherwise not regulated by the Commission that is engaged in the siting,
construction, ownership, operation, or control of a facility that sells or supplies
electricity to the public exclusively for charging a plug-in electric vehicle, as
defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4(85). These persons may charge by the kWh for
owned or operated electric vehicle supply equipment, as defined in 30 V.S.A.
§ 201, but shall not be treated as an electric distribution utility just because
electric vehicle supply equipment charges by the kWh.
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* * * State Vehicle Fleet * * *

Sec. 40. 29 V.S.A. § 903(g) is amended to read:

(g) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services, when
purchasing or leasing vehicles for State use shall consider vehicles using
alternative fuels when the alternative fuel is suitable for the vehicle’s
operation, is available in the region where the vehicle will be used, and is
competitively priced with traditional fuels, to the maximum extent practicable,
purchase or lease hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles, as defined in 23 V.S.A.
§ 4(85), but in no instance shall less than 50 percent of the vehicles annually
purchased or leased be hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles.  The Commissioner
shall, whenever possible, purchase or lease the lowest-cost year of the selected
make and model, and only the latest year model when it is the least expensive.

Sec. 41. 29 V.S.A. § 903(g) is amended to read:

(g) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services, when
purchasing or leasing vehicles for State use shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, purchase or lease hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles, as defined in
23 V.S.A. § 4(85), but in no instance shall less than 50 75 percent of the
vehicles annually purchased or leased be hybrid or plug-in electric vehicles. 
The Commissioner shall, whenever possible, purchase or lease the lowest-cost
year of the selected make and model, and only the latest year model when it is
the least expensive.

Sec. 42. 3 V.S.A. § 217(c) is amended to read:

(c) At least 50 percent of the vehicles purchased annually by the
Commissioner shall be low emission passenger vehicles The Commissioner of
Buildings and General Services shall purchase and lease vehicles for the State
Fleet subject to the requirements of 29 V.S.A. § 903(g).

* * * Transportation Alternatives Grant Committee * * *

Sec. 43. 19 V.S.A. § 38 is amended to read:

§ 38. TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES GRANT PROGRAM

(a) The Transportation Alternatives Grant Committee is created and shall
comprise:

(1) the Secretary of Transportation or his or her designee;

(2) a representative from the Division of Historic Preservation appointed
by the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development;

(3) one member appointed by the Secretary of Commerce and
Community Development to represent the tourism and marketing industry;
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(4) a representative of the Agency of Natural Resources appointed by the
Secretary of Natural Resources;

(5) three municipal representatives appointed by the governing body of
the Vermont League of Cities and Towns;

(6) one member representing and appointed by the governing board of
the Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies;

(7) two members from the House designated by the Speaker; and

(8) two members from the Senate designated by the Committee on
Committees. [Repealed.]

(b) Municipal and legislative members of the Transportation Alternatives
Grant Committee shall serve concurrently for two-year terms and the initial
appointments of these members shall be made in a manner which allows for
them to serve a full legislative biennium. In the event a municipal or
legislative member ceases to serve on the Committee prior to the full term, the
appointing authority shall fill the position for the remainder of the term. The
Committee shall, to the greatest extent practicable, encompass a broad
geographic representation of Vermont. [Repealed.]

(c) The Transportation Alternatives Grant Program is created. The Grant
Program shall be administered by the Agency, and shall be funded in the
amount provided for in 23 U.S.C. § 133(h), less the funds set aside for the
Recreational Trails Program. Awards shall be made to eligible entities as
defined under 23 U.S.C. § 133(h), and awards under the Grant Program shall
be limited to the activities authorized under federal law and no more than
$300,000.00 per grant.

(d) Eligible entities awarded a grant must provide all funds required to
match federal funds awarded for a Transportation Alternatives project. All
grant awards shall be decided and awarded by the Transportation Alternatives
Grant Committee Agency.

(e) Transportation Alternatives grant awards shall be announced annually
by the Transportation Alternatives Grant Committee Agency not earlier than
December and not later than the following March.

(f)(1) In fiscal years 2018 and 2019, all Grant Program funds shall be
reserved for municipalities for environmental mitigation projects relating to
stormwater and highways, including eligible salt and sand shed projects.

(2) In fiscal years 2020 and 2021, Grant Program funds shall be
awarded for any eligible activity and in accordance with the priorities
established in subdivision (4) of this subsection.
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(3) In fiscal year 2022 and thereafter, $1,100,000.00 of Grant Program
funds, or such lesser sum if all eligible applications amount to less than
$1,100,000.00, shall be reserved for municipalities for environmental
mitigation projects relating to stormwater and highways, including eligible salt
and sand shed projects.

(4) Regarding Grant Program funds awarded in fiscal years 2020 and
2021, and the balance of Grant Program funds not reserved for environmental
mitigation projects in fiscal year 2022 and thereafter, in evaluating applications
for Transportation Alternatives grants, the Transportation Alternatives Grant
Committee Agency shall give preferential weighting to projects involving as a
primary feature a bicycle or pedestrian facility. The degree of preferential
weighting and the circumstantial factors sufficient to overcome the weighting
shall be in the complete discretion of the Transportation Alternatives Grant
Committee Agency.

(g) The Agency shall develop an outreach and marketing effort designed to
provide information to communities with respect to the benefits of
participating in the Transportation Alternatives Grant Program. The outreach
and marketing activities shall include apprising municipalities of the
availability of grants for salt and sand sheds. The outreach effort should be
directed to areas of the State historically underserved by this Program.

* * * Emissions Inspections * * *

Sec. 44. 23 V.S.A. § 1222(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except for school buses, which shall be inspected as prescribed in
section 1282 of this title, and motor buses as defined in subdivision 4(17) of
this title, which shall be inspected twice during the calendar year at six-month
intervals, all motor vehicles registered in this State shall be inspected undergo
a safety and visual emissions inspection once each year and all motor vehicles
that are registered in this State and are 15 model years old or less shall undergo
an emissions or on board diagnostic (OBD) systems inspection once each year
as applicable. Any motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-trailer not currently
inspected in this State shall be inspected within 15 days following the date of
its registration in the State of Vermont.

Sec. 45. RULEMAKING; IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION

(a) Within 14 days after the effective date of this section, the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall file with the Secretary of State a
proposed amended rule governing vehicle inspections in this State (Periodic
Inspection Manual) that is consistent with amendments to 23 V.S.A. § 1222 in
Sec. 44 of this act, with the effect that no motor vehicle that is more than
15 model years old will be required to undergo an emissions or on board
diagnostic (OBD) systems inspection.
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(b) As soon as practicable after the effective date of this section, the
Commissioner shall update the content of inspections conducted through the
Automated Vehicle Inspection Program to exclude any requirements of the
current Periodic Inspection Manual that are inconsistent with the amendments
to 23 V.S.A. § 1222 in Sec. 44 of this act, with the effect that no motor vehicle
that is more than 15 model years old will be required to undergo an emissions
or OBD systems inspection.

(c) In the event that the Commissioner cannot update the content of
inspections conducted through the Automated Vehicle Inspection Program in
accordance with subsection (b) of this section within 30 days after the effective
date of this section, the Commissioner shall, within 30 days after the effective
date of this section, develop and implement a temporary work-around to
ensure that no motor vehicle that is more than 15 model years old will be
required to undergo an emissions or OBD systems inspection.

* * * Vehicle Feebate Report * * *

Sec. 46. VEHICLE FEEBATE REPORT

The Agency of Transportation, in consultation with the Joint Fiscal
Office, shall complete a study and submit a written report to the House and
Senate Committees on Transportation on or before October 15, 2019
concerning whether Vermont should establish a time-of-acquisition vehicle
feebate program to act as a self-funding incentive program. For purposes of
this section, a “vehicle feebate” provides rebates to individuals who purchase
or, if applicable, lease efficient vehicles that are funded by fees levied on
individuals who purchase or, if applicable, lease inefficient vehicles. The
report shall, at a minimum, consider whether vehicle feebates should be
structured in steps—one or multiple—or as a continuum; whether there should
be separate vehicle feebates for different classes of vehicles and, if so, whether
there should be different pivot points for where a fee crosses over to a rebate;
and if vehicle feebates should apply to both new and used vehicles and
purchased and leased vehicles. The report shall also consider how a time-of-
acquisition vehicle feebate program or other funding mechanism could
function with the vehicle incentive programs established in Sec. 34 of this act
and the level of investment, incentives, feebates, and other monetary
incentives and disincentives needed to reach the number of plug-in electric
vehicles in Vermont’s Comprehensive Energy Plan.

* * * Weight-Based Annual Registration Report * * *

Sec. 47. WEIGHT-BASED ANNUAL REGISTRATION REPORT

The Agency of Transportation, in consultation with the Joint Fiscal Office,
shall complete a study and submit a written report to the House and Senate
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Committees on Transportation on or before December 15, 2019 concerning the
feasibility of implementing an annual motor vehicle registration fee system
that addresses road maintenance cost allocations for road traveling motor
vehicles based on vehicle weight.  Such a registration fee system could be in
addition to or in lieu of existing motor vehicle registration fees.  The study and
report shall, at a minimum, identify, analyze, and make recommendations on:
the current motor vehicle registration fee structure, any benefits to establishing
a new system that better allocates costs based on vehicle weight; any
anticipated implementation difficulties; ways to measure vehicle weight; what
types of road traveling motor vehicles could and should be subject to such a
registration fee; how to calculate registration fees to best account for weight-
based wear on Vermont roads; and how other States have implemented weight-
based registration fees.

* * * Sign Law Violation Civil Ticket * * *

Sec. 48. 10 V.S.A. § 503 is amended to read:

§ 503. PENALTY

A person who violates this chapter shall be fined assessed a civil penalty of
not more than $100.00 or imprisoned not more than 30 days, or both. Each
day the violation continues shall be a separate offense.

Sec. 49. 4 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. JUDICIAL BUREAU; JURISDICTION

* * *

(b) The Judicial Bureau shall have jurisdiction of the following matters:

* * *

(29) Violations of 10 V.S.A. chapter 21, relating to the prohibition of
outdoor advertising.

* * *

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 50. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 1(b) (act definitions), 12 (BUILD grant), 13
(CRISI grant), 20 (public transit study), 29 (plug-in electric vehicle definition),
30 (electric vehicle supply equipment definition), 33 (net metering), 34
(vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs), 35 (Public Utility
Commission report), 36 (Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets reporting),
39 (PUC jurisdiction), 44 (emissions inspections), 45 (emissions inspections
implementation), 46 (vehicle feebate report), and 47 (weight-based annual
registration report) shall take effect on passage.
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(b) Secs. 31 (weights and measures definition), and 32 (electric vehicle
supply equipment definition) shall take effect on the earlier of January 1, 2021
or six months after the National Institute of Standards and Technology adopts
code on electric vehicle fueling systems.

(c) Sec. 41 (State vehicle fleet) shall take effect on July 1, 2021.

(d) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Campion, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Transportation.

Senator Kitchel, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House that the
bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Transportation with the
following amendments thereto:

First: By striking out Sec. 6 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a
new Sec. 6 to read as follows:

Sec. 6. SPENDING AUTHORITY IN THE MUNICIPAL MITIGATION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) Spending authority for grants in the Municipal Mitigation Assistance
Program in the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) is decreased by
$800,000.00 in special funds from the Clean Water Fund.

(b) Spending authority for grants in the Municipal Mitigation Assistance
Program in the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) is increased by
$135,000.00 in transportation funds.

(c) If the Agency’s fiscal year 2019 maintenance of effort requirement is
attained and toll credits are approved by the Federal Highway Administration
in fiscal year 2020, then spending authority for grants in the Municipal
Mitigation Assistance Program in the Agency of Transportation’s Proposed
Fiscal Year 2020 Transportation Program (Revised February 21, 2019) is
further increased by the amount of toll credits approved, but not to exceed
$845,416.64.

Second: In Sec. 34, vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs, by
striking out the following: “is authorized to spend $1,500,000.00 on the two
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programs” and inserting in lieu thereof the following: is authorized to spend
$2,000,000.00 as appropriated in the fiscal year 2020 budget on the two
programs

Third: By striking out Sec. 50, effective dates, and its accompanying reader
assistance heading in their entireties and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Foreign Driver’s License Reciprocity * * *

Sec. 50. 23 V.S.A. § 208 is amended to read:

§ 208. RECIPROCAL RECOGNITION OF NONRESIDENT
REGISTRATIONS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS; FOREIGN
VISITORS

As determined by the Commissioner, and consistent with section 601 of this
title, a motor vehicle owned by a nonresident shall be considered as registered
and a nonresident operator shall be considered as licensed or permitted in this
State if the nonresident owner or operator has complied with the laws of the
foreign country or state of his or her residence relative to the registration of
motor vehicles and the granting of operators’ operator’s licenses or learner’s
permits. However, these exemptions shall be operative only to the extent that
under the laws of the foreign country or state of the owner’s or operator’s
residence like exemptions and privileges are granted to owners of motor
vehicles duly registered and to operators duly licensed or permitted under the
laws of this State, except that if the owner or operator is a resident of a country
not adjoining the United States, the exemptions shall be operative for a period
of not more than 30 days for vacation purposes one year even if the country
does not grant like privileges to residents of this State.

Sec. 51. 23 V.S.A. § 601(a) is amended to read:

(a)(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident shall not operate a
motor vehicle on a highway in Vermont unless he or she holds a valid license
issued by the State of Vermont. A new resident who has moved into the State
from another jurisdiction and who holds a valid license to operate motor
vehicles under section 208 of this title shall procure a Vermont license within
60 days of moving to the State. Except as provided in subsection 603(d) of
this title, licenses shall not be issued to nonresidents.

(2) In addition to any other requirement of law, a nonresident as defined
in section 4 of this title shall not operate a motor vehicle on a Vermont
highway unless:

(A) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle issued by another U.S. jurisdiction; or
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(B) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle from a jurisdiction outside the United States and operates for a period
of not more than 30 days for vacation purposes; or

(C) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle from a jurisdiction outside the United States and:

(i) is at least 18 or more years of age, is lawfully present in the
United States, and has been in the United States for less not more than one
year; and

(ii) the jurisdiction that issued the license is a party to the 1949
Convention on Road Traffic or the 1943 Convention on the Regulation of
Inter-American Motor Vehicle Traffic; and

(iii) he or she possesses an international driving permit.

Sec. 52. 23 V.S.A. § 632(a) is amended to read:

(a) Before an operator’s or a junior operator’s license is issued to an
applicant for the first time in this State, or before a renewal license is issued
to an applicant whose previous Vermont license had expired more than
three years prior to the application for renewal, the applicant shall pass a
satisfactory examination, except that the Commissioner may, in his or her
discretion, waive the examination when the applicant holds a chauffeur’s or
operator’s license in force at the time of application or within one year of prior
to the application in some other state jurisdiction where an examination is
required similar to the examination required in this State.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 53. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 1(b) (act definitions), 12 (BUILD grant), 13
(CRISI grant), 20 (public transit study), 29 (plug-in electric vehicle definition),
30 (electric vehicle supply equipment definition), 33 (net metering), 34
(vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs), 35 (Public Utility
Commission report), 36 (Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets reporting),
39 (PUC jurisdiction), 44 (emissions inspections), 45 (emissions inspections
implementation), 46 (vehicle feebate report), and 47 (weight-based annual
registration report) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Secs. 31 (weights and measures definition), and 32 (electric vehicle
supply equipment definition) shall take effect on the earlier of January 1, 2021
or six months after the National Institute of Standards and Technology adopts
code on electric vehicle fueling systems.

(c) Sec. 41 (State vehicle fleet) shall take effect on July 1, 2021.
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(d) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of proposal of amendment of the Committee
on Transportation was amended as recommended by the Committee on
Appropriations.

Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Transportation, as amended, was agreed to and third reading of the bill was
ordered on a roll call, Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Senator Mazza having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Benning, Bray, Brock, Campion, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, McNeil,
Nitka, Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers, Sears, Sirotkin, Starr,
Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 527.

Senator Cummings, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to Executive Branch and Judicial Branch fees.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Department of Financial Regulation * * *

* * * Financial and Related Services; Licensees * * *

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. 2102 is added to read:

§ 2102. APPLICATION FOR LICENSE

(a) Application for a license or registration shall be in writing, under oath,
and in the form prescribed by the Commissioner, and shall contain the legal
name, any fictitious name or trade name, and the address of the residence and
place of business of the applicant, and if the applicant is a partnership or an
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association, of every member thereof, and if a corporation, of each officer and
director thereof; also the county and municipality with street and number, if
any, where the business is to be conducted and such further information as the
Commissioner may require.

(b) At the time of making an application, the applicant shall pay to the
Commissioner a fee for investigating the application and a license or
registration fee for a period terminating on the last day of the current calendar
year. The following fees are imposed on applicants:

(1) For an application for a lender license under chapter 73 of this title,
$1,000.00 as a license fee and $1,000.00 as an application and investigation
fee for the initial license. For each additional lender license from the same
applicant, $500.00 as a license fee and $500.00 as an application and
investigation fee.

(2) For an application for a lender license under chapter 73 of this title
for a lender only making commercial loans, $500.00 as a license fee and
$500.00 as an application and investigation fee.

(3) For an application for a mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of
this title, other than a mortgage broker that meets each of the requirements of
subdivisions (b)(4)(A)–(B) of this section, $500.00 as a license fee and
$500.00 as an application and investigation fee.

(4) For an application for a mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of
this title that meets each of the following requirements, $250.00 as a license
fee and $250.00 as an application and investigation fee:

(A) the applicant is an individual sole proprietor; and

(B) no person, other than the applicant, shall be authorized to act as a
mortgage broker under the applicant’s license.

(5) For an application for a mortgage loan originator license under
chapter 73 of this title, $50.00 as a license fee and $50.00 as an application and
investigation fee.

(6) For an application for a sales finance company license under
chapter 73 of this title, $350.00 as a license fee and $350.00 as an application
and investigation fee.

(7) For an application for a loan solicitation license under chapter 73 of
this title, $500.00 as a license fee and $500.00 as an application and
investigation fee.

(8) For an application for any combination of lender license under
chapter 73 of this title, mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of this title,
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loan solicitation license under chapter 73 of this title, or loan servicer license
under chapter 85 of this title, $1,500.00 as a license fee and $1,500.00 as an
application and investigation fee.

(9) For an application for a consumer litigation funding company
registration under chapter 74 of this title, $200.00 as a registration fee and
$300.00 as an application and investigation fee.

(10) For an application for a money transmission license under
chapter 79 of this title, $1,000.00 as a license fee, $1,000.00 as an application
and investigation fee, and $25.00 as a license fee for each authorized delegate
location.

(11) For an application for a check cashing and currency exchange
license under chapter 79 of this title, $500.00 as a license fee and $500.00 as
an application and investigation fee.

(12) For an application for a debt adjuster license under chapter 83 of
this title, $250.00 as a license fee and $500.00 as an application and
investigation fee.

(13) For an application for a loan servicer license under chapter 85 of
this title, $1,000.00 as a license fee and $1,000.00 as an application and
investigation fee.

Sec. 1a. 8 V.S.A. 2109 is added to read:

§ 2109. ANNUAL RENEWAL OF LICENSE

(a) On or before December 1 of each year, every licensee shall renew its
license or registration for the next succeeding calendar year and shall pay to
the Commissioner the applicable renewal of license or registration fee. At a
minimum, the licensee or registree shall continue to meet the applicable
standards for licensure or registration. At the same time, the licensee or
registree shall maintain with the Commissioner any required bond in the
amount and of the character as required by the applicable chapter. The annual
license or registration renewal fee shall be:

(1) For a lender license under chapter 73 of this title, $1,200.00.

(2) For a lender license under chapter 73 of this title for a lender only
making commercial loans, $500.00.

(3) For a mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of this title, other
than a mortgage broker that meets each of the requirements of subdivisions
(4)(A)–(C) of this section, $500.00.

(4) For a mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of this title that
meets each of the following requirements, $250.00:
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(A) the mortgage broker license is held by an individual sole
proprietor;

(B) no person, other than the individual sole proprietor, shall be
authorized to act as a mortgage broker under this license; and

(C) the mortgage broker originated five or fewer loans within the last
calendar year.

(5) For a mortgage loan originator license under chapter 73 of this title,
$100.00.

(6) For a sales finance company license under chapter 73 of this title,
$350.00.

(7) For a loan solicitation license under chapter 73 of this title, $500.00.

(8) For any combination of lender license under chapter 73 of this title,
mortgage broker license under chapter 73 of this title, loan solicitation license
under chapter 73 of this title, or loan servicer license under chapter 85 of this
title, $1,700.00.

(9) For a consumer litigation funding company registration under
chapter 74 of this title, $200.00.

(10) For a money transmission license under chapter 79 of this title,
$1,000.00, plus an annual renewal fee of $25.00 for each authorized delegate,
provided that the total renewal fee of all authorized delegate locations shall not
exceed $3,500.00.

(11) For a check cashing and currency exchange license under
chapter 79 of this title, $500.00.

(12) For a debt adjuster license under chapter 83 of this title, $250.00.

(13) For a loan servicer license under chapter 85 of this title, $1,000.00.

* * * Insurance * * *

* * * Term of License * * *

Sec. 2. 8 V.S.A. § 4798 is amended to read:

§ 4798. TERM OF LICENSE

(a) Except as provided by subsection subsections (b) and (d) of this section,
all licenses issued pursuant to this subchapter shall continue in force not longer
than 24 months.

* * *
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(d) Producer appointments shall expire as of 12:01 a.m. on the first day of
June of the odd-numbered year next following the date of issuance. Biennially
Annually, before the expiration of producer appointments, the Commissioner
shall provide each insurer with an alphabetical appointment renewal list of the
names for all of its producers in the State. Each insurer shall return the list and
identify the producer appointments to be renewed in a manner and time
specified by the Commissioner. Payment of the biennial annual producer
appointment renewal fee, as specified in section 4800 of this title, shall be
made in a manner and time specified by the Commissioner.

* * * License Requirements * * *

Sec. 3. 8 V.S.A. § 4800(2)(A) is amended to read:

(2)(A) All license applications shall be accompanied by a $30.00 fee
plus the applicable fees as follows:

* * *

(iii) Except as provided in subdivisions (I) and (II) of this
subdivision, initial and biennial producer appointment fees for each
qualification set forth in section 4813g of subchapter 1A of this chapter for
resident and nonresident producers acting as agents of foreign insurers, $60.00
$120.00:

(I) the Commissioner may charge one fee for a qualification
in “property and casualty” insurance; and

(II) the Commissioner may charge one fee for a
qualification in “life and accident and health or sickness” insurance.

(iv) Initial 24-month appointment and biennial renewal
appointment fee for limited lines producers, $60.00 $90.00.

(v) Initial 24-month license and biennial renewal fee for resident
and nonresident adjusters, and appraisers licenses, $60.00 $120.00, and public
adjusters, $200.00.

* * *

Sec. 3a. 8 V.S.A. § 4800(2)(A) is amended to read:

(2)(A) All license applications shall be accompanied by a $30.00 fee
plus the applicable fees as follows:

* * *

(iii) Except as provided in subdivisions (I) and (II) of this
subdivision, initial and biennial annual producer appointment fees for each
qualification set forth in section 4813g of subchapter 1A of this chapter for
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resident and nonresident producers acting as agents of foreign insurers,
$120.00 $60.00:

(I) the Commissioner may charge one fee for a qualification in
“property and casualty” insurance; and

(II) the Commissioner may charge one fee for a qualification in
“life and accident and health or sickness” insurance.

* * *

* * * Securities Act * * *

* * * Agents, Investment Advisers, Investment Adviser Representatives,
and Federal Covered Investment Advisors * * *

Sec. 4. 9 V.S.A. § 5410(b) is amended to read:

(b) The fee for an individual is $90.00 $120.00 when filing an application
for registration as an agent, $90.00 $120.00 when filing a renewal of
registration as an agent, and $90.00 $120.00 when filing for a change of
registration as an agent. If the filing results in a denial or withdrawal, the
Commissioner shall retain the fee.

* * * Department of Fish and Wildlife * * *

* * * License Fees * * *

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 4255 is amended to read:

(a) Vermont residents may apply for licenses on forms provided by the
Commissioner. Fees for each license shall be:

(1) Fishing license $26.00 $28.00

(2) Hunting license $26.00 $28.00

(3) Combination hunting and fishing license $42.00 $47.00

* * *

(b) Nonresidents may apply for licenses on forms provided by the
Commissioner. Fees for each license shall be:

(1) Fishing license $52.00 $54.00

* * *

(4) Hunting license $100.00 $102.00

(5) Combination hunting and fishing license $138.00 $143.00

* * *
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* * * Lifetime Licenses * * *

Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 4279(f) is amended to read:

(f) Fees for lifetime licenses shall be the appropriate multiplication factor
for the child’s or adult’s age multiplied by the fee for the appropriate license.
Appropriate license fees are those in subdivisions 4255(a)(1), (2), and (3) of
this title for residents and subdivisions 4255(b)(1), (4), and (5) of this title for
nonresidents. Multiplication factors are as follows:

(1) for children under 1 year of age 6 8

* * *

* * * Department of Labor * * *

* * * Workers’ Compensation Fund * * *

Sec. 7. WORKERS’ COMPENSATION RATE OF CONTRIBUTION

For fiscal year 2020, after consideration of the formula in 21 V.S.A.
§ 711(b) and historical rate trends, the General Assembly determines that the
rate of contribution for the direct calendar year premium for workers’
compensation insurance shall remain at the rate of 1.4 percent. The
contribution rate for self-insured workers’ compensation losses and workers’
compensation losses of corporations approved under 21 V.S.A. chapter 9 shall
remain at one percent.

* * * Department of Motor Vehicles * * *

* * * All-Terrain Vehicles * * *

Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 3504(a) is amended to read:

(a) The registration fee for all-terrain vehicles other than as provided for in
subsection (b) of this section is $35.00 $45.00. Duplicate registration
certificates may be obtained upon payment of $6.00 to the Department.

* * * Department of Public Service and Public Utility Commission * * *

* * * Gross Receipts Tax * * *

Sec. 9. 30 V.S.A. § 22 is amended to read:

§ 22. TAX TO FINANCE DEPARTMENT AND COMMISSION

(a) For the purpose of maintaining the Department of Public Service and
Public Utility Commission, including expenses related to maintaining an
adequate engineering, legal, and administrative force in the Department of
Public Service and paying all the expenses incident thereof, including rents,
each person, partnership, association, or private or municipal corporation
conducting a business subject to the supervision of the Department of Public
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Service and Public Utility Commission, including electric cooperatives, shall
pay into the State Treasury on or before April 15 annually, in addition to the
taxes now required by law to be paid, a tax, at the rate hereinafter named,
according to the nature of the public service business engaged in by such
person, partnership, association, or private or municipal corporation, based on
the gross operating revenue received by such person, partnership, association,
or private or municipal corporation in the conduct of such business in the State
during the year next preceding, as shown by the annual report filed on or
before such date with the Department of Public Service on the form prescribed
by it and containing such information as may be necessary to enable the
Department to determine the amount of the tax payable.

(1) The rate of tax for each type of public service company, for the
purpose of maintaining the Department of Public Service, shall be the
following:

(1)(A) for companies, cooperative, municipal or privately owned,
generating, distributing, selling, or transmitting electric energy, 0.0050
0.00320 of gross operating revenue;

(2)(B) for telephone companies, 0.0050 0.003 of gross operating
revenue or $500.00 $300.00, whichever is greater;

(3)(C) for gas companies, 0.0030 0.00320 of gross operating revenue;

(4)(D) for water companies, 0.001 0.0006 of gross operating revenue or
$5.00 $3.00, whichever is greater;

(5)(E) for companies owning or operating a cable television system,
0.005 0.003 of gross operating revenue or $25.00 $15.00, whichever is greater,
$25,000.00 of which shall be used each year by the Department for special
planning functions relating to cable television systems;

(6)(F) for companies whose sole telephone business consists of owning
customer-owned, coin-operated telephones with total annual revenues of less
than $5,000.00, the choice of either 0.0050 0.003 of gross operating revenue
from telephone revenues or the amount of $20.00 $12.00; and

(7)(G) for all other companies named in section 203 of this title, 0.001
0.0006 of gross operating revenues.

(2) The rate of tax for each type of public service company, for the
purpose of maintaining the Public Utility Commission, shall be the following:

(A) for companies, cooperative, municipal or privately owned,
generating, distributing, selling, or transmitting electric energy, 0.00205 of
gross operating revenue;
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(B) for telephone companies, 0.002 of gross operating revenue or
$200.00, whichever is greater;

(C) for gas companies, 0.00205 of gross operating revenue;

(D) for water companies, 0.0004 of gross operating revenue or $2.00,
whichever is greater;

(E) for companies owning or operating a cable television system,
0.002 of gross operating revenue or $10.00, whichever is greater;

(F) for companies whose sole telephone business consists of owning
customer-owned, coin-operated telephones with total annual revenues of less
than $5,000.00, the choice of either 0.002 of gross operating revenue from
telephone revenues or the amount of $8.00; and

(G) for all other companies named in section 203 of this title, 0.0004
of gross operating revenues.

(b) The tax taxes levied under this section shall not apply to sales of
electrical power for resale.

(c) Of the revenue deposited into the special fund for the maintenance of
engineering and accounting forces, 40 percent shall be allocated to the Public
Utility Commission and 60 percent shall be allocated to the Department of
Public Service. [Repealed.]

(d)(1) On June 30 of each year, any balance in the amount allocated to
received by the Public Utility Commission from the special fund for the
maintenance of engineering and accounting forces, after accounting for
expenditures and encumbrances, in excess of 20 percent of the Commission’s
allocation funds received by the Commission for that year shall be used in the
manner provided by subdivision (3) of this subsection.

(2) On June 30 of each year, any balance in the amount allocated to
received by the Department of Public Service from the special fund for the
maintenance of engineering and accounting forces, after accounting for
expenditures and encumbrances, in excess of 20 percent of the Department’s
allocation funds received by the Department for that year shall be used in the
manner provided by subdivision (3) of this subsection.

* * *

* * * Certificates of Public Good for New Gas and Electric Purchases,
Investments, and Facilities * * *

Sec. 10. 30 V.S.A. § 248c is added to read:

§ 248c. FEES; DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND PUBLIC
UTILITY COMMISSION; PARTICIPATION IN CERTIFICATION
AND SITING PROCEEDINGS
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(a) Establishment. This section establishes fees for the purpose of
supporting the role of the Department of Public Service (Department) and the
Public Utility Commission (Commission) in reviewing applications for in-state
facilities under section 248 of this title. Companies that pay the gross receipts
tax as provided in section 22 of this title shall not be subject to the fees
established in this section.

(b) Payment. The applicant shall pay the fee into the State Treasury at the
time the application for a certificate of public good is filed with the
Commission in an amount calculated in accordance with this section. The fee
shall be deposited into the gross revenue fund. Of the fees deposited into the
gross revenue fund, 60 percent shall be allocated to the Department and
40 percent shall be allocated to the Commission.

(c) Definitions. As used in this section, “kW” and “plant capacity” have
the same meaning as in section 8002 of this title.

(d) Electric and natural gas facilities. This subsection sets fees for
applications under section 248 of this title.

(1) There shall be a registration fee of $100.00 for each electric
generation facility less than or equal to 50 kW in plant capacity, or for a
rooftop project, or for a hydroelectric project filing a net metering registration,
or for an application filed under subsection 248(n) of this title.

(2) There shall be a fee of $25.00 for modifications for each electric
generation facility less than or equal to 50 kW in plant capacity, or for a
rooftop project, or for a hydroelectric project filing a net metering registration,
or for an application filed under subsection 248(n) of this title.

(3) There shall be a fee for electric generation facilities that do not
qualify for the lower fees in subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection,
calculated as follows:

(A) $5.00 per kW; and

(B) $100.00 for modifications.

(e) Report. On or before the third Tuesday of each annual legislative
session, the Department and Commission shall jointly submit a report to the
General Assembly by electronic submission. The provisions of 2 V.S.A.
§ 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not apply to this report. The
report shall list the fees collected and refunds approved, if any, under this
section and under section 248d of this title during the preceding fiscal year.
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Sec. 11. 30 V.S.A. § 248d is added to read:

§ 248d. FEE REFUND

If an applicant withdraws an application and seeks a fee refund, then a
written request for an application fee refund shall be submitted to the Public
Utility Commission (Commission) within 90 days of the withdrawal of the
application.

(1) As used in this section, “agency” means the Agency of Natural
Resources, the Department of Public Service, or the Commission.

(2) In the event that an application is withdrawn before any agency has
filed comments expressing a position on any part of the application, filed
testimony, or filed a stipulated agreement with the Commission in the context
of a certificate of public good proceeding, the Commission shall, upon request
of the applicant, refund 50 percent of the fee paid to each agency above the
first $100.00; however, in no instance shall the agency retain more than
$20,000.00.

(3) In the event that an application is withdrawn after any agency has
filed comments expressing a position on any part of the application, filed
testimony, or filed a stipulated agreement with the Commission in the context
of a certificate of public good proceeding, the Commission shall, upon request
of the applicant, refund 25 percent of the fee paid to each agency above the
first $100.00.

(4) Commission decisions regarding application fee refunds may be
appealed to the Vermont Supreme Court.

(5) In no event may an application fee or a portion thereof be refunded
after the Commission has issued a final decision on the merits of an
application, whether the decision is to grant or deny the application in whole
or in part.

(6) No interest will be due or payable on any money refunded under this
section.

Sec. 12. EVALUATION OF FEES

The Department of Public Service (Department), in consultation with the
Public Utility Commission (Commission), shall evaluate the feasibility of
using billback mechanisms to recover the costs related to reviewing
applications for in-state facilities under section 248 of this title for projects that
produce five megawatts or more of electricity. The Department shall, on or
before January 15 of 2020, submit electronically a report to the House
Committee on Ways and Means and to the House Committee on Energy and
Technology with their findings.
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* * * Secretary of State * * *

* * * Professional Regulation * * *

Sec. 13. 3 V.S.A. § 125 is amended to read:

§ 125. FEES

(a) In addition to the fees otherwise authorized by law, a board or adviser
profession may charge the following fees:

* * *

(4) Continuing, qualifying, or prelicensing education course approval:

(A) Provider, $100.00.

(B) Individual, $25.00.

(b) Unless otherwise provided by law, the following fees shall apply to all
professions regulated by the Director in consultation with advisor appointees
under Title 26:

* * *

(2) Application for licensure or certification, $100.00, except
application for:

* * *

(C) Application for real estate appraisers, $275.00.

(D) Temporary real estate appraiser license, $150.00.

(E) Appraisal management company registration, $600.00.

* * *

(4) Biennial renewal, $200.00 $240.00, except biennial renewal for:

* * *

(C) Physical therapists and assistants, $100.00 $150.00.

* * *

(J) Appraisal management company registration, $600.00.

(K) Radiologic therapist, radiologic technologist, nuclear medicine
technologist, $150.00.

* * *

(6) Radiologic evaluation, $125.00.

* * *
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* * * Board of Public Accountancy * * *

Sec. 14. 26 V.S.A. § 56 is amended to read:

§ 56. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Application for license $ 75.00 $ 100.00

(2) Biennial renewal of license $ 120.00 $ 220.00

(3) Firm registration and biennial renewal
of registration $ 120.00 $ 200.00

* * *

(5) Firm biennial renewal of registration $ 400.00

(6) Sole proprietor firm biennial renewal of registration $ 200.00

* * * Board of Dental Examiners * * *

Sec. 15. 26 V.S.A. § 662(a) is amended to read:

(a) Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the
following fees:

(1) Application

(A) Dentist $ 225.00 $ 250.00

(B) Dental therapist $ 185.00

(C) Dental hygienist $ 150.00 $ 175.00

(D) Dental assistant $ 60.00 $ 70.00

(2) Biennial renewal

(A) Dentist $ 355.00 $ 575.00

(B) Dental therapist $ 225.00 $ 270.00

(C) Dental hygienist $ 125.00 $ 215.00

(D) Dental assistant $ 75.00 $ 90.00

* * * Board of Professional Engineering * * *

Sec. 16. 26 V.S.A. § 1176 is amended to read:

§ 1176. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:
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(1) Application for engineering license or application to add additional
specialty discipline $ 80.00 $ 100.00

* * *

(3) Biennial license renewal $ 100.00 $ 150.00

* * *

* * * State Board of Nursing * * *

Sec. 17. 26 V.S.A. § 1577 is amended to read:

§ 1577. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Nursing Assistants

* * *

(B) Biennial renewal $ 45.00 $ 55.00

(2) Practical Nurses and Registered Nurses

(A) Application by exam $ 60.00 $ 75.00

(B) Registered nurse application Application by endorsement
$ 150.00

(C) Biennial renewal for Practical Nurses $ 140.00 $ 175.00

(D) Biennial renewal for Registered Nurses $ 190.00

(3) Advanced Practice Registered Nurses

(A) Initial endorsement of advanced practice registered nurses
$ 75.00 $ 100.00

(B) Biennial renewal of advanced practice registered nurses $ 75.00
$ 125.00

* * * Board of Pharmacy * * *

* * * Licensing Fees * * *

Sec. 18. 26 V.S.A. § 2046 is amended to read:

§ 2046. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Initial application:
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* * *

(C) Institutional drug outlets $ 300.00 $ 400.00

(D) Manufacturing drug outlet $ 300.00 $ 400.00

(E) Wholesale drug outlet $ 600.00 $ 700.00

* * *

(H) Outsourcing drug outlet $ 700.00

(I) Nuclear drug outlet $ 700.00

(J) Compounding drug outlet $ 700.00

(K) Home infusion drug outlet $ 700.00

(L) Third-party logistics $ 700.00

(M) Pharmacy interns $ 20.00

(2) Biennial renewal:

(A) Pharmacists $ 100.00 $ 125.00

(B) Retail drug outlets $ 300.00 $ 400.00

(C) Institutional drug outlets $ 300.00 $ 500.00

(D) Manufacturing drug outlet $ 300.00 $ 500.00

(E) Wholesale drug outlet $ 300.00 $ 500.00

* * *

(H) Outsourcing drug outlet $ 500.00

(I) Nuclear drug outlet $ 500.00

(J) Compounding drug outlet $ 500.00

(K) Home infusion drug outlet $ 500.00

(L) Third-party logistics $ 500.00

(M) Pharmacy interns $ 45.00

* * *

* * * Wholesale Distributors and Manufacturers * * *

Sec. 19. 26 V.S.A. § 2076(c) is amended to read:

(c) If the Board determines it is necessary to inspect a certain premises
under the same ownership more than once in any two-year period, the Board
may charge a reinspection fee of not more than $100.00 $500.00.
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* * * Real Estate Commission * * *

Sec. 20. 26 V.S.A. § 2255 is amended to read:

§ 2255. FEES

(a) Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the
following fees:

(1) Application

(A) Broker license $ 50.00 $ 100.00

(B) Salesperson license $ 50.00 $ 100.00

(C) Brokerage firm registration $ 50.00 $ 200.00

(D) Branch office registration $ 50.00 $ 200.00

(2) Biennial renewal of broker or salesperson license $ 200.00 $ 240.00

(3) Biennial brokerage firm or branch office registration renewal
$ 200.00 $ 400.00

* * *

* * * Board of Radiologic Technology * * *

Sec. 21. 26 V.S.A. § 2814 is amended to read:

§ 2814. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Application for primary licensure $ 100.00

(2) Biennial renewal

(A) Renewal of a single primary license $ 110.00

(B) Renewal of each additional primary license $ 15.00

(3) Initial competency endorsement under section 2804
of this title $ 100.00

(4) Biennial renewal of competency endorsement under
section 2804 of this title $ 110.00

(5) Evaluation $ 125.00

those fees set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 125(b).
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* * * Board of Allied Mental Health Practitioners * * *

* * * Clinical Mental Health Counselors * * *

Sec. 22. 26 V.S.A. § 3270a is amended to read:

§ 3270a. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Application for licensure $125.00 $150.00

(2) Biennial renewal $150.00 $200.00

* * * Board of Real Estate Appraisers * * *

Sec. 23. 26 V.S.A. § 3316 is amended to read:

§ 3316. LICENSING AND REGISTRATION FEES

Applicants and persons licensed under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:

(1) Application $125.00

(2) Initial license $150.00

(3) Biennial renewal $200.00

(4) Temporary license $150.00

(5) Prelicensing course review $100.00

(6) Continuing education course review $100.00

(7) Appraiser trainee annual registration $100.00

(8) Appraisal management company registration application $125.00

(9) Appraisal management company registration renewal $400.00

In addition to the fees otherwise authorized by law, the Director may charge
the fees for professions regulated by the Director as set forth in 3 V.S.A.
§ 125(b).

* * * Board of Allied Mental Health Practitioners * * *

* * * Marriage and Family Therapists * * *

Sec. 24. 26 V.S.A. § 4041a is amended to read:

§ 4041a. FEES

Applicants and persons regulated under this chapter shall pay the following
fees:
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(1) Application for licensure $125.00 $150.00

(2) Biennial renewal $150.00 $250.00

* * * Roster of Psychotherapists Who Are Nonlicensed
and Noncertified * * *

Sec. 25. 26 V.S.A. § 4089a is amended to read:

§ 4089a. FEES

A person who seeks entry on the roster shall pay the following fees:

(1) Initial roster entry $75.00 $80.00

(2) Biennial roster reentry $90.00 $150.00

* * * Electrologists * * *

Sec. 26. 26 V.S.A. § 4412 is amended to read:

§ 4412. FEES

In addition to examination fees, applicants and licensees regulated under
this chapter shall be subject to the fees set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 125(b) and the
following fees:.

(1) Initial electrology office license $100.00;

(2) Biennial office license renewal $ 50.00.

* * * Judiciary * * *

* * * Supreme and Superior Courts * * *

Sec. 27. 32 V.S.A. § 1431 is amended to read:

§ 1431. FEES IN SUPREME AND SUPERIOR COURTS

* * *

(d) Prior to the entry of any subsequent pleading which sets forth a claim
for relief in the Supreme Court or the Superior Court, there shall be paid to the
clerk of the court for the benefit of the State a fee of $120.00 for every appeal,
cross-claim, or third-party claim and a fee of $90.00 for every counterclaim in
the Superior Court in lieu of all other fees not otherwise set forth in this
section. The fee for an appeal of a magistrate’s decision or the appeal of a
small claims decision in the Superior Court shall be $120.00. The filing fee
for civil suspension proceedings filed pursuant to 23 V.S.A § 1205 shall be
$90.00, which shall be taxed in the bill of costs in accordance with sections
1433 and 1471 of this title. This subsection does not apply to filing fees in the
Family Division, except with respect to the fee for an appeal of a magistrate’s
decision.
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(e) Prior to the filing of any postjudgment motion in the Civil, Criminal, or
Environmental Division of the Superior Court, including motions to reopen
civil suspensions and motions for sealing or expungement in the Criminal
Division pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 7602, or motions to reopen existing cases in
the Probate Division of the Superior Court, there shall be paid to the clerk of
the court for the benefit of the State a fee of $90.00 except for small claims
actions, and estates, and motions to confirm the sale of property in foreclosure.
A filing fee of $90.00 shall be paid to the clerk of the court for a civil petition
for minor settlements.

* * *

* * * Probate Cases * * *

Sec. 28. 32 V.S.A. § 1434 is amended to read:

§ 1434. PROBATE CASES

(a) The following entry fees shall be paid to the Probate Division of the
Superior Court for the benefit of the State, except for subdivisions (18) and
(19) of this subsection, which shall be for the benefit of the county in which
the fee was collected:

* * *

(26) Petitions for license to sell or convey real estate $100.00

(27) Petition for license to sell or convey personal property $100.00

* * *

(31) Requests for findings regarding motor vehicle title pursuant to 23
V.S.A. § 2023(e)(2) $50.00 [Repealed.]

(32) Petitions to obtain a birth order pursuant to 15C V.S.A. § 708(a) or
§ 804(a) $100.00

(33) Petitions to appeal the State Registrar’s denial of an application to
amend a birth or death certificate pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 5073(b) $150.00

* * *

* * * Prescription Drug Cost Containment * * *

* * * Manufacturer Fees * * *

Sec. 29. 33 V.S.A. § 2004(a) is amended to read:

(a) Annually, each pharmaceutical manufacturer or labeler of prescription
drugs that are paid for by the Department of Vermont Health Access for
individuals participating in Medicaid, Dr. Dynasaur, or VPharm shall pay a fee
to the Agency of Human Services. The fee shall be 1.5 1.75 percent of the
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previous calendar year’s prescription drug spending by the Department and
shall be assessed based on manufacturer labeler codes as used in the Medicaid
rebate program.

* * * Entities that Administer Health Reimbursement Arrangements * * *

Sec. 30. 18 V.S.A. § 9417 is added to read:

§ 9417. TAX-ADVANTAGED ACCOUNTS FOR HEALTH EXPENSES;
ADMINISTRATION; RULEMAKING

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Flexible spending account” or “FSA” has the same meaning as in
26 U.S.C. § 106(c)(2).

(2) “Health reimbursement arrangement” or “HRA” means any account-
based reimbursement arrangement funded solely by employer contributions
that reimburses an employee, spouse, or dependents, or a combination thereof,
for medical care expenses incurred by the employee, spouse, dependents, or a
combination thereof, up to a maximum coverage amount set by the employer
for a given coverage period, and that is established pursuant to 26 U.S.C.
§§ 105–106 and applicable guidance from the Internal Revenue Service.

(3) “Health savings account” or “HSA” has the same meaning as in
26 U.S.C. § 223(d)(1).

(b) Any entity administering one or more HRAs, HSAs, or FSAs, or a
combination of these, in this State is providing financial services to Vermont
residents and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Financial
Regulation pursuant to 8 V.S.A. § 10 and all other applicable provisions.

(c) The Commissioner of Financial Regulation shall adopt rules pursuant to
3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to license and regulate, to the extent permitted under
federal law, entities administering or proposing to administer one or more
HRAs, HSAs, or FSAs, or a combination of these, in this State. The rules may
include:

(1) annual licensure or registration filing requirements; and

(2) such requirements and qualifications for such entities as the
Commissioner determines are appropriate, which may include:

(A) bonding, surplus, reserves, or a combination thereof;

(B) information security and confidentiality; and

(C) examination and enforcement.

(d) Following the adoption of rules pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section, an entity making an initial application for a license or registration to
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administer HRAs, HSAs, or FSAs, or a combination of these, in this State
shall pay to the Commissioner a nonrefundable fee of $600.00 for examining,
investigating, and processing the application. Each such entity shall also pay a
renewal fee of $600.00 on or before December 31 every three years following
initial licensure.

Sec. 31. RULEMAKING; REPORT

On or before February 15, 2020, the Commissioner of Financial Regulation
shall provide an update to the Senate Committee on Finance and the House
Committees on Health Care and on Commerce and Economic Development on
the progress of the rulemaking required by Sec. 30 of this act, including any
findings related to the permissible scope of the rule.

* * * Department of Motor Vehicles * * *

* * * Public Records Requests * * *

Sec. 32. 23 V.S.A. § 104(a) is amended to read:

(a) The records of the registration of motor vehicles, snowmobiles, and
motorboats, licensing of operators and registration of dealers, all original
accident reports, and the records showing suspension and revocation of
licenses and registrations and the records regarding diesel fuel, gasoline, and
rental vehicle taxes shall be deemed official and public records, and shall be
open to public inspection at all reasonable hours. The Commissioner shall
furnish certified copies of the records to any interested person on payment of
such fee as established by subdivision 114(a)(21) of this title. Notwithstanding
section 114 of this title, information from the records of the Department may
be made available to government agencies in the manner determined by the
Commissioner and at the actual cost of furnishing the same. The records may
be maintained on microfilm or electronic imaging. [Repealed.]

Sec. 33. 23 V.S.A. § 114 is amended to read:

§ 114. FEES

(a) The Commissioner shall be paid the following fees for miscellaneous
transactions:

(1) Listings of 1 through 4 registrations $8.00

(2) Certified copy of registration application $8.00

(3) Sample plates $18.00

(4) Lists of registered dealers, transporters,
periodic inspection stations, fuel dealers,
and distributors, including gallonage sold
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or delivered and rental vehicle companies $8.00 per page

(5) [Repealed.]

(6) Periodic inspection sticker record $8.00

(7) Certified copy individual accident crash report $12.00

(8) Certified copy police accident crash report $18.00

(9) Certified copy suspension notice $8.00

(10) Certified copy mail receipt $8.00

(11) Certified copy proof of mailing $8.00

(12) Certified copy reinstatement notice $8.00

(13) Certified copy operator’s license application $8.00

(14) Certified copy three-year operating record $14.00

(15) [Repealed.]

(16) Government official photo identification card $6.00

(17) Listing of operator’s licenses of 1 through 4 $8.00

(18) Statistics and research $42.00 per hour

(19) Insurance information on crash $8.00

(20) Certified copy complete operating record $20.00

(21) Records not otherwise specified $8.00 per page

(22) List of title records and related data
elements excluding any personally
identifiable information—initial computer
programming Public records request for $5,331.00 $100.00
Department records requiring custom per hour, but not
computer programming less than $500.00

(23) List of title records and related data
elements excluding any personally
identifiable information—record set on
electronic media Public records request for
Department records requiring custom
computer programming (updated) $119.00

* * *
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* * * Junior Operator’s License * * *

Sec. 34. 23 V.S.A. § 607 is amended to read:

§ 607. JUNIOR OPERATOR’S LICENSE

(a) A junior operator’s license may be issued initially only to persons who:

* * *

(3) have:

(A) possessed a learner’s permit for not less than one year;

(B) submitted on a form provided by the Department of Motor
Vehicles which that is approved by the Commissioner, and certified by the
operator’s licensed parent or guardian, licensed or certified driver education
instructor, or licensed person at least 25 years of age that there has been:

(i) was at least 40 hours of practice behind the wheel, at least 10
of which shall be was nighttime driving; and that the operator was
accompanied by their his or her licensed parent or guardian, a licensed or
certified driver education instructor, or another licensed person individual at
least 25 years of age, riding beside the operator in the front passenger seat; and

(ii)(C) have maintained a driving record without a learner’s permit
suspension, revocation, or recall for six consecutive months prior to licensure.

* * *

(c) Any junior operator’s license may be renewed. Notwithstanding the
provisions of any other law, a renewed junior operator’s license shall not be
issued without a photograph or imaged likeness. Any person to whom a
renewed junior operator’s license has been issued shall, while operating a
motor vehicle, carry upon his or her person the last license issued to him or her
as well as the renewed license certificate required to meet the requirements of
subsection 610(b) of this title.

* * * Photographic Licenses * * *

Sec. 35. 23 V.S.A. § 610(c) is amended to read:

(c) Each license certificate issued to a first-time applicant and each
subsequent renewal by that person shall be issued with the photograph or
imaged likeness of the licensee included on the certificate. The Commissioner
shall determine the locations where photographic licenses may be issued. A
person issued a license under this subsection that contains an imaged likeness
may renew his or her license by mail. Except that a renewal by a licensee
required to have a photograph or imaged likeness under this subsection must
be made in person so that an updated imaged likeness of the person is obtained
no less often than once every eight nine years.
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* * * Commercial Driver License for Qualified Military Personnel * * *

Sec. 36. 23 V.S.A. § 4108(d) is amended to read:

(d) At the discretion of the Commissioner, the knowledge test and the skills
test required under 49 C.F.R. § 383.113 49 C.F.R. §§ 383.113 and 383.133, as
amended, and the tests required for a passenger endorsement or a tank vehicle
endorsement or a hazardous materials endorsement under 49 CFR §§ 383.117,
383.119, or 383.121, as amended, may be waived for a commercial motor
vehicle driver with military commercial motor vehicle experience who is
currently licensed at the time of his or her application for a commercial driver
license, if the test is substituted with an applicant’s driving record in
combination with the driving experience specified in this subsection. The
Commissioner shall impose conditions and limitations to restrict the applicants
from whom alternative requirements for the skills test may be accepted. Such
conditions shall include the following:

* * *

Sec. 37. 23 V.S.A. § 4108(e) is amended to read:

(e) Obtaining a commercial learner’s permit is a precondition to the initial
issuance of a commercial driver license. The issuance of a commercial
learner’s permit also is a precondition to the upgrade of a commercial driver
license if the upgrade requires a skills test. A permit may be issued to an
individual who holds a valid Vermont driver’s license who has passed the
vision and written tests required for the class of license authorizing the
operation of the type of vehicle for which the permit application is being
made. A commercial learner’s permit holder is not eligible to take the
commercial driver license skills test in the first 14 days after initial issuance of
the commercial learner’s permit. A permit shall be issued for a period of six
months one year, and only one renewal or reissuance of a commercial learner’s
permit may be granted within a two-year period.

* * * Foreign Driver’s License Reciprocity * * *

Sec. 38. 23 V.S.A. § 208 is amended to read:

§ 208. RECIPROCAL RECOGNITION OF NONRESIDENT
REGISTRATIONS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS; FOREIGN
VISITORS

As determined by the Commissioner, and consistent with section 601 of this
title, a motor vehicle owned by a nonresident shall be considered as registered
and a nonresident operator shall be considered as licensed or permitted in this
State if the nonresident owner or operator has complied with the laws of the
foreign country or state of his or her residence relative to the registration of
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motor vehicles and the granting of operators’ operator’s licenses or learner’s
permits. However, these exemptions shall be operative only to the extent that
under the laws of the foreign country or state of the owner’s or operator’s
residence like exemptions and privileges are granted to owners of motor
vehicles duly registered and to operators duly licensed or permitted under the
laws of this State, except that if the owner or operator is a resident of a country
not adjoining the United States, the exemptions shall be operative for a period
of not more than 30 days for vacation purposes one year even if the country
does not grant like privileges to residents of this State.

Sec. 39. 23 V.S.A. § 601(a) is amended to read:

(a)(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, a resident shall not operate a
motor vehicle on a highway in Vermont unless he or she holds a valid license
issued by the State of Vermont. A new resident who has moved into the State
from another jurisdiction and who holds a valid license to operate motor
vehicles under section 208 of this title shall procure a Vermont license within
60 days of moving to the State. Except as provided in subsection 603(d) of
this title, licenses shall not be issued to nonresidents.

(2) In addition to any other requirement of law, a nonresident as defined
in section 4 of this title shall not operate a motor vehicle on a Vermont
highway unless:

(A) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle issued by another U.S. jurisdiction; or

(B) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle from a jurisdiction outside the United States and operates for a period
of not more than 30 days for vacation purposes; or

(C) he or she holds a valid license or permit to operate a motor
vehicle from a jurisdiction outside the United States and:

(i) is at least 18 or more years of age, is lawfully present in the
United States, and has been in the United States for less not more than one
year; and

(ii) the jurisdiction that issued the license is a party to the 1949
Convention on Road Traffic or the 1943 Convention on the Regulation of
Inter-American Motor Vehicle Traffic; and

(iii) he or she possesses an international driving permit.

Sec. 40. 23 V.S.A. § 632(a) is amended to read:

(a) Before an operator’s or a junior operator’s license is issued to an
applicant for the first time in this State, or before a renewal license is issued
to an applicant whose previous Vermont license had expired more than
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three years prior to the application for renewal, the applicant shall pass a
satisfactory examination, except that the Commissioner may, in his or her
discretion, waive the examination when the applicant holds a chauffeur’s or
operator’s license in force at the time of application or within one year of prior
to the application in some other state jurisdiction where an examination is
required similar to the examination required in this State.

* * * Replacement License * * *

Sec. 41. 23 V.S.A. § 613 is amended to read:

§ 613. DUPLICATE REPLACEMENT LICENSE

(a) In case of the loss, mutilation, or destruction of a license or error in a
license, the licensee shall forthwith notify the Commissioner who shall furnish
such licensee with a duplicate replacement on receipt of $20.00. A corrected
license shall be furnished by the Commissioner upon request and receipt of a
fee of $20.00.

(b) A duplicate replacement license shall not be issued to any person who
has surrendered his or her license to another jurisdiction in connection with
obtaining a license in that jurisdiction.

* * * Designated Inspection Station Violations * * *

Sec. 42. 23 V.S.A. § 1231 is amended to read:

§ 1231. ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

(a) The Commissioner may impose an administrative penalty of not more
than $500.00 for each violation against a designated inspection station or a
certified inspection mechanic who violates the laws relating to the
performance of periodic motor vehicle inspections or the official inspection
manuals within the prior three years.

* * *

(c) The Commissioner shall adopt rules establishing categories of
violations for which administrative penalties are to be imposed under this
section. Categories shall be based on the severity of the violation involved.
Penalties assessed for each determination of violation of the inspection rules
shall not exceed the following amounts per category:

(1) Category 1. Violation of State law relative to inspection (Category
1)—$500.00.

(2) Category 2. Violation of a Category 2 inspection rule (fraud
related)—$300.00.
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(3) Category 3. Violation of a Category 3 inspection rule (improper
action)—$250.00.

(4) Category 4. Violation of a Category 4 inspection rule
(records/equipment)—$100.00.

(5) Category 5. Violation of a Category 5 inspection rule
(documentation)—$50.00.

* * *

* * * Renewal of Identification Cards * * *

Sec. 43. 23 V.S.A. § 115(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every identification card shall expire, unless earlier canceled, at
midnight on the eve of the fourth birthday anniversary of the date of birth of
the applicant cardholder following the date of original issue, and may be
renewed every four years upon payment of a $24.00 fee. A renewed
identification card shall expire, unless earlier canceled, at midnight on the eve
of the fourth anniversary of the date of birth of the cardholder following the
expiration of the card being renewed. At least 30 days before an identification
card will expire, the Commissioner shall mail first class to the cardholder or
send the cardholder electronically an application to renew the identification
card; a cardholder shall be sent the renewal notice by mail unless the
cardholder opts in to receive electronic notification. A person born on
February 29 shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered as born on
March 1.

* * * Renewal of Operator’s Licenses * * *

Sec. 44. 23 V.S.A. § 601(b) is amended to read:

(b) All operator’s licenses issued under this chapter shall expire, unless
earlier cancelled, at midnight on the eve of the second or fourth anniversary of
the date of birth of the applicant license holder following the date they were
issued of issue. Renewed licenses shall expire at midnight on the eve of the
second or fourth anniversary of the date of birth of the license holder
following the date the renewed license expired. All junior operator’s licenses
shall expire, unless earlier cancelled, at midnight on the eve of the second
anniversary of the date of birth of the applicant license holder following the
date they were issued of issue. A person born on February 29 shall, for the
purposes of this section, be considered as born on March 1.

* * * Display of Inspection Stickers * * *

Sec. 45. 23 V.S.A. § 203(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person shall not:



TUESDAY, MAY 07, 2019 897

(1) counterfeit or cause to be counterfeited or have in his or her
possession any counterfeit number plate, validating sticker, marker, inspection
sticker, registration certificate, learner’s permit, nondriver identification card,
insurance identification card, or operator license, or alter or have in his or her
possession any altered number plate or marker; or

(2) display or cause or permit to be displayed, or have in his or her
possession, any fictitious or fraudulently altered operator license, learner’s
permit, nondriver identification card, inspection sticker, or registration
certificate, or display for any fraudulent purpose an expired or counterfeit
insurance identification card or similar document; or

(3) lend his or her operator license to any other person or knowingly
permit the use thereof by another; or

(4) display or represent as his or her own any operator license, permit,
inspection sticker, or nondriver identification card not issued to him or her, or,
in the case of inspection stickers, not issued to him or her for the vehicle on
which the sticker is displayed; or

(5) permit any unlawful use of an operator license, permit, or nondriver
identification card issued to him or her by the Commissioner; or

(6) obtain or attempt to obtain a registration plate, validation sticker,
registration certificate, operator’s license, learner’s permit, nondriver
identification card, or duplicate copy of any of such documents by the use of
fraudulently obtained, fictitious, or altered identity documents or by the use of
identity documents not his or her own; or

(7) obtain or attempt to obtain a registration plate, validation sticker,
registration certificate, certificate of title, operator’s license, learner’s permit,
nondriver identification card, duplicate copy of any of these documents, or
obtain or attempt to obtain any other permit, license, or special privilege from
the Department of Motor Vehicles through the submission of an application
containing false or fictitious information; or

(8) lend his or her identity documents to aid an applicant in his or her
attempt to fraudulently obtain or actually obtain a registration plate, validation
sticker, registration certificate, operator’s license, learner’s permit, nondriver
identification card, or duplicate copy of such documents; or

(9) display on his or her vehicle an inspection sticker not issued to him
or her for the vehicle.
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* * * Registration of Trailers and Semi-Trailers * * *

Sec. 46. 23 V.S.A. § 301 is amended to read:

§ 301. PERSONS REQUIRED TO REGISTER

Residents, except as provided in chapter 35 of this title, shall annually
register motor vehicles owned or leased for a period of more than 30 days and
operated by them, unless currently registered in Vermont. Notwithstanding
this section, a resident who has moved into the State from another jurisdiction
shall register his or her motor vehicle within 60 days of moving into the State.
A person shall not operate a motor vehicle nor draw a trailer or semi-trailer on
any highway unless such vehicle is registered as provided in this chapter.
Vehicle owners who have apportioned power units registered in this State
under the International Registration Plan are exempt from the requirement to
register their trailers in this State.

* * * Automated Vehicle Testing * * *

Sec. 47. 23 V.S.A. chapter 41 is added to read:

CHAPTER 41. AUTOMATED VEHICLE TESTING

§ 4201. SHORT TITLE

This chapter may be cited as the Automated Vehicle Testing Act.

§ 4202. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Automated driving system” means the hardware and software that
are collectively capable of performing the entire dynamic driving task on a
sustained basis, regardless of whether it is limited to a specific operational
design domain. This term is used specifically to describe a level 3, 4, or 5
driving automation system.

(2) “Automated vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is equipped with an
automated driving system that is designed to function at a level of driving
automation of level 3, 4, or 5 pursuant to SAE J3016. The term includes a
highly automated vehicle.

(3) “Automated vehicle tester” or “tester” means an individual,
company, public agency, or other organization that is testing automated
vehicles on public highways in this State pursuant to this chapter including but
not limited to an automated vehicle manufacturer, municipal or State agency,
institution of higher education, fleet service provider, or automotive equipment
or technology provider.
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(4) “Dynamic driving task” means all the real-time operational and
tactical functions required to operate an automated vehicle in traffic on a
highway. The term does not include functions relating to planning for the use
of the vehicle, including the scheduling of a trip or the selection of a
destination or way point.

(5) “Highly automated vehicle” means a vehicle equipped with an
automated driving system that is designed to function at a level of driving
automation of level 4 or 5 pursuant to SAE J3016.

(6) “Manufacturer” means an individual or company that designs,
produces, or constructs vehicles or equipment. Manufacturers include original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs), multiple and final stage manufacturers,
individuals or companies making changes to a completed vehicle before first
retail sale or deployment (upfitters), and modifiers (individuals or companies
making changes to existing vehicles after first retail sale or deployment).

(7) “Minimal risk condition” means a condition in which an automated
vehicle operating without a human driver, upon experiencing a failure of its
automated driving system that renders the automated vehicle unable to perform
the dynamic driving task, achieves a reasonably safe state that may include
bringing the automated vehicle to a complete stop.

(8) “Operational design domain” means a description of the specific
domain or domains in which an automated driving system is designed to
properly operate, including types of roadways, ranges of speed, weather, time
of day, and environmental conditions.

(9) “Operator” means an individual employed by or under contract with
an automated vehicle tester who has successfully completed the tester’s
training on safe driving and the capabilities and limitations of the automated
vehicle and automated driving system, can take immediate manual or remote
control of the automated vehicle being tested, is 21 years of age or older, and
holds an operator’s license for the class of vehicle being tested.

(10) “Public highway” means a State or municipal highway as defined
in 19 V.S.A. § 1(12).

(11) “SAE J3016” means the document published by SAE International
on September 30, 2016 as “Taxonomy and Definitions for Terms Related to
Driving Automation Systems for On-Road Motor Vehicles” and any
subsequent versions.

§ 4203. TESTING OF AUTOMATED VEHICLES ON PUBLIC
HIGHWAYS

(a) An automated vehicle shall not be operated on public highways for
testing until the Traffic Committee as defined in 19 V.S.A. § 1(24) approves a
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permit application for automated vehicle testers that defines the scope and
operational design domain for the test and demonstrates the ability of the
automated vehicle tester to comply with the requirements of this section.

(b) Prior to approving a permit application, the Traffic Committee will
conduct a hearing to provide for comments from the public.

(c) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Traffic Committee regarding an
automated vehicle test permit may appeal to the Civil Division of the Superior
Court of Washington County under Rule 74 of the Vermont Rules of Civil
Procedure.

(d) Before a test commences, the automated vehicle tester shall make
approved automated vehicle test permits readily available to law enforcement
and municipalities within the operational design domain designated in the
permit.

(e) Following completion of an automated vehicle test, the automated
vehicle tester shall submit a report to the Traffic Committee summarizing
results and observations related to safety, traffic operations, interaction with
roadway infrastructure, comments from the public, and any other relevant
matters.

(f) An automated vehicle tester shall not test an automated vehicle on a
public highway unless:

(1) The operator is:

(A) seated in the driver’s seat of the automated vehicle;

(B) monitoring the operation of the automated vehicle; and

(C) capable of taking immediate manual control of such automated
vehicle.

(2) The automated vehicle tester:

(A) registers each automated vehicle to be tested with the
Commissioner pursuant to chapter 7 of this title;

(B) submits to the Commissioner, in a manner and form directed by
the Commissioner, proof of liability insurance, self-insurance, or a surety bond
of at least five million dollars for damages by reason of bodily injury, death, or
property damage caused by an automated vehicle while engaged in automated
vehicle testing;

(C) has established and enforces a zero-tolerance policy for drug and
alcohol use by operators while engaged in automated vehicle testing. The
policy shall include provisions for investigations of alleged policy violations
and the suspension of drivers under investigation;
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(D) has conducted background checks for all operators pursuant to
section 751 of this title, which may be inspected by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles or designee pursuant to section 752 of this title; and

(E) has certified that the legislative bodies of the municipalities
where an automated vehicle will be tested have approved the operational
design domain for class 1, 2, 3, or 4 town highways as classified pursuant to
19 V.S.A. § 302 included in the test.

(3) The operator and automated vehicle tester shall:

(A) comply with standards established by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration regarding automated vehicles and be capable of
providing proof of exemptions or waivers to such standards;

(B) report to the Agency of Transportation and the applicable law
enforcement agency within 10 business days after any motor vehicle crash
involving the testing of the automated vehicle that results in personal injury or
property damage; and

(C) satisfy any other requirements and permit conditions as
determined by the Traffic Committee as necessary to ensure the safe operation
of such automated vehicles.

(g) Notwithstanding subsection (f) of this section, a highly automated
vehicle may be tested on a public highway without an operator inside the
vehicle if the operator or automated vehicle tester can take immediate remote
control of the highly automated vehicle being tested and the vehicle can
achieve a minimal risk condition.

(h) An automated vehicle testing permit may be voided and invalidated for
the trip by a law enforcement officer that determines there is a violation of any
condition specified in the terms of the automated vehicle test permit or that the
continuation of the trip would be unsafe.

(i) An automated vehicle testing permit may be suspended or revoked by
the Traffic Committee if, after the opportunity for a hearing, the Traffic
Committee determines that there is a violation of any condition or conditions
specified in the terms of the automated vehicle test permit that warrants the
suspension or revocation of the testing permit or that the continuation of the
testing would be unsafe.

(j) Operating or testing in violation of a suspension or revocation order
shall be a traffic violation for which there shall be a penalty of not more than
$1,000.00.



902 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(k) Test vehicles must be capable of operating in compliance with
applicable traffic and motor vehicle laws of this State, subject to this
subchapter.

(l) An individual shall not operate, attempt to operate, or be in actual
physical control of an automated vehicle being tested on a public highway
when the individual’s blood alcohol concentration is 0.02 or more.

(m) An automated vehicle being tested on a public highway shall be clearly
identifiable by the public.

* * * State Traffic Committee * * *

Sec. 48. 19 V.S.A. § 1(24) is amended to read:

(24) “Traffic Committee” consists of the Secretary of Transportation or
his or her designee, the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or his or her
designee, and the Commissioner of Public Safety or his or her designee and is
responsible for establishing speed zones, parking and no parking areas, rules
for use of limited access highways, approval of the testing of automated
vehicles as defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4202 on public highways, and other traffic
control procedures.

* * * Automated Vehicle Testing Implementation * * *

Sec. 49. AUTOMATED VEHICLE TESTING IMPLEMENTATION

(a) As soon as practicable, but not later than January 1, 2021, the Agency
of Transportation shall publish an Automated Vehicle Testing Guide and
application form to support review by the Traffic Committee and consistent
with the requirements of 23 V.S.A. § 4203 as added in Sec. 47 of this act.

(b) The Agency of Transportation may adopt rules to implement the
provisions of 23 V.S.A. chapter 41 as added in Sec. 47 of this act.

* * * Application for Certificate of Title * * *

Sec. 50. 23 V.S.A. § 2015(b) is amended to read:

(b) If the application refers to a vehicle purchased from a dealer, it shall
contain the name and address of any lienholder holding a security interest
created or reserved at the time of the sale and the date of his or her security
agreement and be signed by the dealer as well as the owner, and the dealer
shall promptly mail or deliver the application to the Commissioner unless title
is in the possession of a lienholder at the time of sale, in which case the dealer
shall have until 30 calendar days after the date the dealer acquired the vehicle
to mail or deliver the application to the Commissioner. The dealer shall not be
entitled to the extension if the lien on the vehicle was granted by the dealer to
finance vehicle inventory acquisition.
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* * * Resale by Dealer * * *

Sec. 51. 23 V.S.A. § 2024 is amended to read:

§ 2024. RESALE BY DEALER

If a dealer buys a vehicle, and holds it for resale, and obtains the certificate
of title from the owner or the lienholder within 10 days after receiving the
vehicle, then the certificate need not be sent to the Commissioner. When the
dealer transfers the vehicle to a person, other than by the creation of a security
interest, he or she shall simultaneously execute the assignment and warranty of
title by filling in the spaces on the certificate of title or as prescribed by the
Commissioner or, if title is held by a finance source, execute a form prescribed
by the Commissioner that provides proof of the transfer but does not release
the lien. The certificate shall be mailed or delivered to the Commissioner with
the transferee’s application for a new certificate.

* * * Application for Registration by the Dealer * * *

Sec. 52. 23 V.S.A. § 459 is amended to read:

§ 459. NOTICE, APPLICATION, AND FEES TO COMMISSIONER

(a) Upon issuing a number plate with temporary validation stickers, a
temporary number plate, or a temporary decal to a purchaser, a dealer shall,
within have 15 calendar days, or up to 30 calendar days as applicable pursuant
to subsection 2015(b) of this title, to forward to the Commissioner the
application and fee, deposited with him or her by the purchaser, together with
notice of such issue and such other information as the Commissioner may
require.

(b) If a number plate with temporary validation stickers, a temporary
registration plate, or a temporary decal is not issued by a dealer in connection
with the sale or exchange of a vehicle or motorboat, the dealer may accept
from the purchaser a properly executed registration, tax, and title application,
and the required fees for transmission to the Commissioner. The dealer shall,
within have 15 calendar days, or up to 30 calendar days as applicable pursuant
to subsection 2015(b) of this title, to forward to the Commissioner the
application and fee together with such other information as the Commissioner
may require.

* * * Title to Motor Vehicle Anti-Theft Provisions * * *

Sec. 53. 23 V.S.A. § 2083 is amended to read:

§ 2083. OTHER OFFENSES

(a) A person who:

* * *
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(2) knowingly fails to mail or deliver a certificate of title or application
for a certificate of title to the Commissioner within 20 30 days after the
transfer or creation or satisfaction of a security interest shall be subject to the
penalties prescribed in subdivision (5) of this subsection;

(3) knowingly fails to deliver to his or her transferee a certificate of title
within 20 30 days after the transfer shall be subject to the penalties prescribed
in subdivision (5) of this subsection;

* * *

(5) knowingly violates any provision of this chapter, except as provided
in subdivision (6) of this subsection or section 2082 of this title, shall be fined
not more than $2,000.00, or imprisoned for not more than two years, or both;
or

* * *

(b) Absent a showing of a knowing failure to deliver as provided in
subdivision (a)(3) of this section, a person who fails to deliver to his or her
transferee a certificate of title within 10 30 days after the transfer commits a
traffic violation and shall be assessed a civil penalty of not more than
$1,000.00.

* * * Translated Department of Motor Vehicle
Documents and Use of Interpreters * * *

Sec. 54. 23 V.S.A. § 631 is amended to read:

§ 631. REQUIREMENTS; RULES

(a) The Commissioner may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25
governing the examination of new applicants for operators’ operator’s licenses
and may prescribe what shall be requisite requirements to obtain or hold a
license or learner’s permit, by either a new or renewal applicant, as to driving
experience, mental and physical qualifications, and any other matter or thing
which that, in his or her judgment, will contribute to the selection of safe and
efficient operators.

(b) Any written forms, applications, or tests used by the Department of
Motor Vehicles for operator licensing shall be translated into the primary
language of every nation from which individuals assisted by the U.S.
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont in the prior 10 years hail, as
determined on an annual basis by the Department in consultation with the
U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont, and available at all
Department locations and on the Department’s website if the English version
of the form, application, or test is on the Department’s website. Nothing in
this subsection is intended to require the Department to translate any
educational manuals.
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Sec. 55. 23 V.S.A. § 632 is amended to read:

§ 632. EXAMINATION REQUIRED; WAIVER

(a) Before an operator’s or a junior operator’s license is issued to an
applicant for the first time in this State, or before a renewal license is issued to
an applicant whose previous Vermont license had expired more than
three years prior to the application for renewal, the applicant shall pass a
satisfactory examination, except that the Commissioner may, in his or her
discretion, waive the examination when the applicant holds a chauffeur’s or
operator’s license in force at the time of application or within one year of the
application in some other state where an examination is required similar to the
examination required in this State.

(b) The examination shall consist of:

(1) an oral or written examination;

(2) a thorough road test; and

(3) at the discretion of the Commissioner, such other examination or
demonstration as he or she may prescribe, including an oral eye examination.

(c) An applicant may have an individual of his or her choosing at the oral
examination or road test to serve as an interpreter, including to translate any
oral commands given as part of the road test.

Sec. 56. 23 V.S.A. § 4108 is amended to read:

§ 4108. COMMERCIAL DRIVER DRIVER’S LICENSE, COMMERCIAL
LEARNER’S PERMIT QUALIFICATION STANDARDS

* * *

(f) The fee for a knowledge test and the fee for a skills test shall each be
$32.00. The fee for an endorsement test shall be $14.00. In the event that an
applicant fails a test three times, he or she may not take the test again for at
least six months. A fee of $24.00 shall be paid by the applicant before he or
she may schedule a skills test. If an applicant does not appear for the
scheduled skills test, the $24.00 scheduling fee is forfeited, unless the
applicant has given the Department at least 48 hours’ notice of cancellation of
the test. If the applicant appears for the skills test, the $24.00 scheduling fee
for that test will be used as part of the test fee. Use of an interpreter is
prohibited during the administration of the knowledge or skills tests, but the
Department shall have the knowledge test translated into the primary language
of every nation from which individuals assisted by the U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants Vermont in the prior 10 years hail, as determined on
an annual basis by the Department in consultation with the U.S. Committee for
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Refugees and Immigrants Vermont, upon request. Nothing in this subsection
is intended to require the Department to translate any educational manuals.

* * *

* * * Department of Motor Vehicles Training * * *

Sec. 57. DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TRAINING

On or before January 1, 2020, the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall, in
collaboration with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont
and the Association of Africans Living in Vermont, provide an online or in-
person training to all Department of Motor Vehicles employees who directly
interact with the public that emphasizes strategies to recognize and address
cultural differences and other potential barriers to equal access to Department
of Motor Vehicles services for individuals who come to Vermont from other
nations. A similar training shall be given to all future Department of Motor
Vehicle employees who will directly interact with the public within one month
after the employee’s date of hire.

* * * Translated Documents and Use of Interpreters Implementation * * *

Sec. 58. TRANSLATED DOCUMENTS AND USE OF INTERPRETERS
IMPLEMENTATION

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall have until July 1, 2019 to
consult with the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont and
determine the primary language of every nation from which individuals
assisted by the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont in the
prior 10 years hail.

(b) On or before October 15, 2019, the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles
shall send a written update to the Joint Transportation Oversight Committee
that includes an implementation plan to ensure compliance with 23 V.S.A.
§§ 631–632 and § 4108 as amended by Secs. 54–56 of this act and an update
on the training required pursuant to Sec. 57 of this act.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 59. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 2 (insurance term of license) and 3a (insurance license
requirements) shall take effect on June 1, 2021.

(b) Secs. 5 (Department of Fish and Wildlife license fees) and
6 (Department of Fish and Wildlife lifetime licenses) shall take effect on
January 1, 2020.
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(c) Secs. 30 (tax-advantages accounts for health expenses) and 31
(rulemaking; report) shall take effect on passage, provided that the Department
of Financial Regulation shall adopt its final rule on or before
September 1, 2020 regulating entities that administer HRAs, HSAs, or FSAs,
or a combination of these.

(d) Secs. 57 (Department of Motor Vehicles training), 58 (translated
documents and use of interpreters implementation), and 59 (effective dates)
shall take effect on passage.

(e) Secs. 54 (written forms), 55 (examination required), and 56
(commercial driver’s license written forms) shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

(f) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Balint Assumes the Chair

President Resumed the Chair

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and pending the question, Shall the Senate propose to the House that
the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Finance?, Senator
Cummings moved to amend the proposal of amendment of the Committee on
Finance as follows:

By striking out all after Sec. 33, 23 V.S.A. § 114, and inserting a new
Sec. 34 to read as follows:

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 34. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 2 (insurance term of license) and 3a (insurance license
requirements) shall take effect on June 1, 2021.

(b) Secs. 5 (Department of Fish and Wildlife license fees) and
6 (Department of Fish and Wildlife lifetime licenses) shall take effect on
January 1, 2020.

(c) Secs. 30 (tax-advantages accounts for health expenses) and
31 (rulemaking; report) shall take effect on passage, provided that the
Department of Financial Regulation shall adopt its final rule on or before
September 1, 2020 regulating entities that administer HRAs, HSAs, or FSAs,
or a combination of these.

(d) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

Which was agreed to.
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Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Finance, as amended, was agreed.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be read the third time?,
Senator Pearson moved to amend the Senate proposal of amendment in
Sec. 13, 3 V.S.A. § 125, by striking out subdivision (b)(4) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (b)(4) to read as follows:

(4) Biennial renewal, $200.00 $240.00, except biennial renewal for:

* * *

(C) Physical therapists and assistants, $100.00 $150.00.

* * *

(J) Appraisal management company registration, $600.00.

(K) Radiologic therapist, radiologic technologist, nuclear medicine
technologist, $150.00.

(L) Certified alcohol and drug abuse counselor, certified apprentice
addiction professional, and licensed alcohol and drug abuse counselor,
$225.00.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 57.

Senator Lyons, for the Committee on Health and Welfare, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to preserving the right to abortion.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out Sec. 1 (legislative intent) in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

Currently Vermont does not impose legal restrictions on the right to
abortion. Health care practitioners providing abortion care in Vermont make
determinations regarding the provision of safe and legal abortion within the
scope of their practice and license, and in accordance with the relevant
standards of medical practice and guiding ethical principles. The General
Assembly intends this act to safeguard these existing rights to access
reproductive health services in Vermont by ensuring those rights are not
denied, restricted, or infringed by a governmental entity. Nothing about this
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act shall be construed to undermine the supreme legislative power exercised by
the Senate and House of Representatives in accordance with Chapter II,
Section 2 of the Vermont Constitution or the judicial power vested in
Vermont’s unified judicial system in accordance with Chapter II, Section 4 of
the Vermont Constitution, or to contravene 18 U.S.C. § 1531.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, on a roll call, Yeas 28,
Nays 2.

Senator McNeil having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Benning, Bray, Brock, Campion, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka,
Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers, Sears, Sirotkin, Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: McNeil, Starr.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered on a roll call, Yeas 24,
Nays 6.

Senator Benning having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Bray, Campion, Clarkson, Cummings, Hardy, Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons,
MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, Nitka, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers,
Sears, Sirotkin, Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Benning, Brock,
Collamore, McNeil, Parent, Starr.

Senator Ashe Assumes the Chair

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Mazza, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock in the
afternoon on Wednesday, May 8, 2019.
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________________

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Message from the House No. 59

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The Governor has informed the House that on May 6, 2019, he approved
and signed bills originating in the House of the following titles:

H. 204. An act relating to miscellaneous provisions affecting navigators,
Medicaid records, and the Department of Vermont Health Access.

H. 321. An act relating to aggravated murder for killing a firefighter or an
emergency medical provider.

Message from the House No. 60

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill of
the following title:

H. 514. An act relating to miscellaneous tax provisions.

And has severally concurred therein with a further proposal of amendment
thereto, in the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 511. An act relating to criminal statutes of limitations.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:
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Rep. LaLonde of South Burlington
Rep. Grad of Moretown
Rep. Burditt of West Rutland

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 525.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Pollina, the
rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Agriculture, Senator Pollina moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order
to commit the bill to the Committee on Finance with the report of the
Committee on Agriculture intact,

Which was agreed to.

House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In; Committee of
Conference Requested

S. 40.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to testing and remediation of lead in the drinking water of
schools and child care facilities.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A is added to read:

CHAPTER 24A. LEAD IN DRINKING WATER OF SCHOOLS AND
CHILD CARE FACILITIES

§ 1241. PURPOSE

The purpose of this chapter is to require all school districts, supervisory
unions, independent schools, and child care providers in Vermont to:

(1) test drinking water in their buildings and child care facilities for lead
contamination; and

(2) develop and implement an appropriate response or lead remediation
plan when sampling indicates unsafe lead levels in drinking water at a school
or child care facility.
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§ 1242. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Action level” means five parts per billion (ppb) of lead.

(2) “Alternative water source” means:

(A) water from an outlet within the building or facility that is below
the action level; or

(B) containerized, bottled, or packaged drinking water.

(3) “Building” means any structure, facility, addition, or wing that may
be occupied or used by children or students.

(4) “Child care provider” has the same meaning as in 33 V.S.A. § 3511.

(5) “Child care facility” or “facility” has the same meaning as in
33 V.S.A. § 3511.

(6) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Health.

(7) “Department” means the Department of Health.

(8) “Drinking water” has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 1671.

(9) “Independent school” has the same meaning as in 16 V.S.A. § 11.

(10) “Outlet” means a drinking water fixture currently or reasonably
expected to be used for consumption or cooking purposes, including a drinking
fountain, ice machine, or a faucet as determined by a school district,
supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider.

(11) “School district” has the same meaning as in 16 V.S.A. § 11.

(12) “Supervisory union” has the same meaning as in 16 V.S.A. § 11.

§ 1243. TESTING OF DRINKING WATER

(a) Scope of testing.

(1) Each school district, supervisory union, or independent school in the
State shall collect a drinking water sample from each outlet in the buildings it
owns, controls, or operates and shall submit the sample to the Department of
Health for testing for lead contamination as required under this chapter.

(2) Each child care provider in the State shall collect a drinking water
sample from each outlet in a child care facility it owns, controls, or operates
for lead contamination as required under this chapter.

(b) Initial sampling.
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(1) On or before December 31, 2020, each school district, supervisory
union, independent school, or child care provider in the State shall collect a
first-draw sample and a second flush sample from each outlet in each building
or facility it owns, controls, or operates. Sampling shall occur during the
school year of a school district, supervisory union, or independent school.

(2) At least five days prior to sampling, the school district, supervisory
union, independent school, or child care provider shall notify all staff and all
parents or guardians of students directly in writing or by electronic means of:

(A) the scheduled sampling;

(B) the requirements for testing, why testing is required, and the
potential health effects from exposure to lead in drinking water;

(C) information, provided by the Department of Health, regarding
sources of lead exposure other than drinking water;

(D) information regarding how the school district, supervisory union,
independent school, or child care provider shall provide notice of the sample
results; and

(E) how the school district, supervisory union, independent school,
or child care provider shall respond to sample results that are at or above the
action level.

(3) The Department may adopt a schedule for the initial sampling by
school districts, supervisory unions, independent schools, and child care
providers.

(c) Continued sampling. Beginning January 1, 2021, each school district,
supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider in the State shall
sample each outlet in each building or facility it owns, controls, or operates for
lead according to a schedule adopted by the Department by rule under section
1247 of this title.

(d) Interim methodology. Prior to adoption of the rules required under
section 1247 of this title, sampling under this section shall be conducted
according to a methodology established by the Department of Health, provided
that the methodology shall be at least as stringent as the sampling methodology
provided for under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 3Ts for
Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools and shall include a requirement
for a first draw sample and a second flush sample.

(e) Exceptions.
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(1) The testing requirements of subsection (b) of this section shall not
apply to a school district, supervisory union, independent school, or child care
provider that:

(A) completed testing of all outlets in each building or facility it
owns, controls, or operates after November 1, 2017;

(B) conducted testing according to a methodology consistent with the
Department methodology established under subsection (d) of this section; and

(C)(i) determined no outlet is at or above the action level for lead; or

(ii) implemented or scheduled remediation that ensures that
drinking water from all outlets is below the action level.

(2) A school district, supervisory union, independent school, or child
care provider that qualifies for the exception under subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this act, submit a
written notice of exception to the Department of Health that shall include the
results of testing and a summary of remediation implemented or scheduled.

(3) A school district, supervisory union, independent school, or child
care provider that qualifies for the exception under subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall be eligible for assistance from the State for the costs of
remediation.

(f) Laboratory analysis. The analyses of drinking water samples required
under this chapter shall be conducted by the Vermont Department of Health
Laboratory or by a certified laboratory under contract to the Department.

§ 1244. RESPONSE TO ACTION LEVEL; NOTICE; REPORTING

If a sample of drinking water under section 1243 of this title indicates that
drinking water from an outlet is at or above the action level, the school district,
supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider that owns,
controls, or operates the building or facility in which the outlet is located shall
conduct remediation to eliminate or reduce lead levels in the drinking water
from the outlet. At a minimum, the school district, supervisory union,
independent school, or child care provider shall:

(1)(A) prohibit use of an outlet that is at or above the action level until:

(i) implementation of a lead remediation plan or other remediation
measure that was published or approved by the Commissioner or that is
consistent with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 3Ts for Reducing
Lead in Drinking Water in Schools; and

(ii) sampling indicates that lead levels from the outlet are below
the action level; or
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(B) prohibit use of an outlet that is at or above the action level until
the outlet is permanently removed, disabled, or otherwise cannot be accessed
by any person for the purposes of consumption or cooking;

(2) provide occupants of the building or child care facility an adequate
alternative water source until remediation is performed;

(3) notify all staff and all parents or guardians of students directly of the
test results and the proposed or taken remedial action in writing or by
electronic means within 10 school days after receipt of the laboratory report;

(4) submit lead remediation plans to the Department as they are
completed;

(5) notify all staff and all parents or guardians or students in writing or
by electronic means of what remedial actions have been taken; and

(6) submit notice to the Department of Health that remediation plans
have been completed.

§ 1245. RECORD KEEPING; PUBLIC NOTIFICATION; DATABASE

(a) Record keeping. The Department of Health shall retain all records of
test results, laboratory analyses, lead remediation plans, and notices of
exception for 10 years following the creation or acquisition of the record.
Records produced or acquired by the Department under this chapter are public
records subject to inspection or copying under the Public Records Act.

(b) Public notification. On or before March 1, 2021, the Commissioner
shall publish on the Department website the data from testing under section
1243 of this title so that the results of sampling are fully transparent and
accessible to the public. The data published by the Department shall include a
list of all buildings or facilities owned, controlled, or operated by a school
district, supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider at which
drinking water from an outlet tested at or above the action level within the
previous two years of reported samples. The Commissioner shall publish all
retesting data on the Department’s website within two weeks of receipt of the
relevant laboratory analysis. The Secretary of Education shall include a link
on the Agency of Education website to the Department of Health website
required under this subsection.

§ 1246. LEAD REMEDIATION PLAN; GUIDANCE; COMMUNICATION

(a) Consultation. When a laboratory analysis of a sample of drinking water
from an outlet at a building or facility owned, controlled, or operated by a
school district, supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider is
at or above the action level, the school district, supervisory union, independent
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school, or child care provider may consult with the Commissioner regarding
the development of a lead remediation plan or other necessary response.

(b) Guidance; lead remediation plan. The Commissioner, after
consultation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, the Commissioner for
Children and Families, and the Secretary of Education, shall issue guidance on
development of a lead remediation plan by a school district, supervisory union,
independent school, or child care provider. The guidance provided by the
Commissioner shall reference the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 3Ts
for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools.

(c) Communications: The Department of Health shall develop sample
communications for parents for use by school districts, supervisory unions,
independent schools, and child care providers concerning lead in water and
reducing exposure to lead under this chapter.

§ 1247. RULEMAKING

(a) The Commissioner shall adopt rules under this chapter to achieve the
purposes of this chapter.

(b) On or before November 1, 2020, the Commissioner, with continuing
consultation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, the Commissioner for
Children and Families, and the Secretary of Education, shall adopt rules
regarding the implementation of the requirements of this chapter. The rules
shall include:

(1) requirements or guidance for taking samples of drinking water from
outlets in a building or facility owned, controlled, or operated by a school
district, supervisory union, independent school, or child care provider that are
no less stringent than the requirements of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s 3Ts for Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools and that
include a first draw sample and second flush sample;

(2) the frequency of continued sampling of outlets by school districts,
supervisory unions, independent schools, and child care providers, provided
that the Department:

(A) may stagger when continued sampling shall occur by school or
provider, school type or provider type, or initial sampling results; and

(B) shall, to the degree practicable, maintain the same term of
sampling frequency for all school districts, supervisory unions, independent
schools, and child care providers;

(3) requirements for implementation of a lead mitigation plan or other
necessary response to a report that drinking water from an outlet is at or above
the action level;
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(4) exemptions from the requirements for sampling or remediation under
this chapter, including conditions or criteria for the exceptions from the
sampling required under this chapter; and

(5) any other requirements that the Commissioner deems necessary for
the implementation of the requirements of this chapter.

§ 1248. ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES

In addition to any other authority provided by law, the Commissioner of
Health or a hearing officer designated by the Commissioner may, after notice
and an opportunity for hearing, impose an administrative penalty of up to
$500.00 for a violation of the requirements of this chapter. The hearing before
the Commissioner shall be a contested case subject to the provisions of
3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

Sec. 2. 16 V.S.A. § 4001(6) is amended to read:

(6) “Education spending” means the amount of the school district
budget, any assessment for a joint contract school, career technical center
payments made on behalf of the district under subsection 1561(b) of this title,
and any amount added to pay a deficit pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1523(b) that is
paid for by the school district, but excluding any portion of the school budget
paid for from any other sources such as endowments, parental fundraising,
federal funds, nongovernmental grants, or other State funds such as special
education funds paid under chapter 101 of this title.

* * *

(B) For purposes of calculating excess spending pursuant to
32 V.S.A. § 5401(12), “education spending” shall not include:

* * *

(xi) Costs incurred by a school district or supervisory union when
sampling drinking water outlets, implementing lead remediation, or retesting
drinking water outlets as required under 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A.

Sec. 3. POSITIONS; SAMPLING OF DRINKING WATER OUTLETS IN
SCHOOLS

The establishment of the following new classified limited service positions
are authorized in fiscal year 2019:

(1) In the Agency of Natural Resources – environmental analyst V.

(2) In the Department of Health – public health analyst.
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Sec. 3a. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; RULES FOR
REGULATED CHILD CARE PROVIDERS

On or before December 31, 2020, the Commissioner for Children and
Families shall amend the rules for regulated child care providers to comply
with the requirements of 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A and rules adopted by the
Department of Health under that chapter for the testing of lead in the drinking
water of child care facilities.

Sec. 4. STATUS OF REMEDIATION OF LEAD IN SCHOOLS AND
CHILD CARE FACILITIES

On or before January 15, 2020, the Commissioner of Health, after
consultation with the Secretary of Natural Resources, the Commissioner for
Children and Families, and the Secretary of Education, shall provide written or
oral testimony to the House Committee on Education and the Senate
Committee on Education regarding the implementation, administration, and
financing of the requirements under 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A that schools and
child care providers sample for and remediate lead in drinking water. The
testimony may include recommendations for additional programmatic and
technical requirements for sampling for and remediating lead in schools or
child care facilities in the State.

Sec. 5. ALLOCATION OF FUNDS; REMEDIATION; ELIGIBLE COSTS

(a) For remediation required under 18 V.S.A. chapter 24A, the Department
of Health shall pay a school district, supervisory union, independent school, or
child care provider the actual cost of replacement of a drinking water fixture,
as evidenced by a receipt submitted to the State, up to the following maximum
amount for each type of fixture:

(1) public drinking fountains and ice machines: $2,000.00;

(2) outlets used for cooking: $700.00;

(3) all other outlets: $400.00.

(b) The State shall make payments to school districts, supervisory unions,
independent schools, or child care providers under this section from one-time
funds appropriated to the Department of Health in fiscal years 2020 and 2021
for the costs of initial testing, retesting, and remediation under 18 V.S.A.
chapter 24A. Funds appropriated to the Department of Health in Sec. 88 (a)(2)
of H.532 of 2019 may be transferred to the State agency or department
administering these payments.
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Sec. 5a. Subdivision (a)(2) of 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 88 is
amended to read:

(2) To the Department of Health: $2,400,000 to fund in fiscal years
2020 and 2021 testing for lead in drinking water and additional support,
retesting, and replacement of drinking water fixtures in schools and child care
facilities consistent with the program established in requirements in S.40 of
2019. These funds are allocated as follows:

(A) $125,000 to fund the limited service program position
established in S.40 of 2019.

(B) $150,000 to fund program start-up and data management costs
for the program.

(C) $2,125,000 to fund the costs of initial testing and, retesting costs
and to apply to tap remediation costs, and replacement of drinking water
fixtures.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Baruth, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In

S. 43.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to prohibiting prior authorization requirements for
medication-assisted treatment.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. § 4089b is amended to read:

§ 4089b. HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE, MENTAL HEALTH, AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE USE DISORDER

* * *

(b) As used in this section:
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(1) “Health insurance plan” means any health insurance policy or health
benefit plan offered by a health insurer, as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 9402, except
a benefit plan providing coverage for a specific disease or other limited benefit
coverage. Health insurance plan includes any health benefit plan offered or
administered by the State, or any subdivision or instrumentality of the State.

* * *

(c) A health insurance plan shall provide coverage for treatment of a
mental condition and shall:

(1) not establish any rate, term, or condition that places a greater burden
on an insured for access to treatment for a mental condition than for access to
treatment for other health conditions, including no greater co-payment for
primary mental health care or services than the co-payment applicable to care
or services provided by a primary care provider under an insured’s policy and
no greater co-payment for specialty mental health care or services than the co-
payment applicable to care or services provided by a specialist provider under
an insured’s policy;

(2) not exclude from its network or list of authorized providers any
licensed mental health or substance abuse provider located within the
geographic coverage area of the health benefit plan if the provider is willing to
meet the terms and conditions for participation established by the health
insurer; and

(3) make any deductible or out-of-pocket limits required under a health
insurance plan comprehensive for coverage of both mental and physical health
conditions; and

(4) if the plan provides prescription drug coverage, ensure that at least
one medication from each drug class approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for the treatment of substance use disorder is available on the
lowest cost-sharing tier of the plan’s prescription drug formulary.

* * *

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4750 is amended to read:

§ 4750. DEFINITION DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, “medication-assisted treatment”:

(1) “Health insurance plan” has the same meaning as in 8 V.S.A.
§ 4089b.

(2) “Medication-assisted treatment” means the use of U.S. Federal Food
and Drug Administration-approved medications, in combination with
counseling and behavioral therapies, to provide a whole patient approach to the
treatment of substance use disorders.
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Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 4754 is added to read:

§ 4754. LIMITATION ON PRIOR AUTHORIZATION REQUIREMENTS

(a) A health insurance plan shall not require prior authorization for
prescription drugs for a patient who is receiving medication-assisted treatment
if the dosage prescribed is within the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s
dosing recommendations.

(b) A health insurance plan shall not require prior authorization for all
counseling and behavioral therapies associated with medication-assisted
treatment for a patient who is receiving medication-assisted treatment.

Sec. 4. PRIOR AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICATION-ASSISTED
TREATMENT; MEDICAID; REPORTS

On or before February 1, 2020, 2021, and 2022, the Department of Vermont
Health Access shall report to the House Committees on Health Care and on
Human Services and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare regarding
prior authorization processes for medication-assisted treatment in Vermont’s
Medicaid program during the previous calendar year, including which
medications required prior authorization; how many prior authorization
requests the Department received and, of these, how many were approved and
denied; and the average and longest lengths of time the Department took to
process a prior authorization request.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 2 (18 V.S.A. § 4750) and 4 (prior authorization
for medication-assisted treatment; Medicaid; reports) shall take effect on July
1, 2019.

(b) Secs. 1 (8 V.S.A. § 4089b) and 3 (18 V.S.A. § 4754) shall take effect on
January 1, 2020 and shall apply to health insurance plans on or after January 1,
2020 on such date as a health insurer issues, offers, or renews the health
insurance plan, but in no event later than January 1, 2021.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to limiting prior authorization requirements for medication-
assisted treatment.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment?, was decided in the affirmative.
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Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 13.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to alcoholic beverage and
tobacco laws.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 47.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to the taxation of electronic cigarettes.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Cummings, Balint,
Brock, Campion, MacDonald, Pearson and Sirotkin moved to amend the
Senate proposal of amendment by striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 32 V.S.A. § 7702(15) is amended to read:

(15) “Other tobacco products” means any product manufactured from,
derived from, or containing tobacco that is intended for human consumption
by smoking, chewing, or in any other manner, including products sold as a
tobacco substitute, as defined in 7 V.S.A. § 1001(8), and including any liquids,
whether nicotine based or not, or delivery devices sold separately for use with
a tobacco substitute; but shall not include cigarettes, little cigars, roll-your-own
tobacco, snuff, or new smokeless tobacco as defined in this section.

Sec. 2. 32 V.S.A. § 7811 is amended to read:

§ 7811. IMPOSITION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS TAX

(a) There is hereby imposed and shall be paid a tax on all other tobacco
products, snuff, and new smokeless tobacco possessed in the State of Vermont
by any person for sale on and after July 1, 1959 which were imported into the
State or manufactured in the State after that date, except that no tax shall be
imposed on tobacco products sold under such circumstances that this State is
without power to impose such tax, or sold to the United States, or sold to or by
a voluntary unincorporated organization of the U.S. Armed Forces operating a
place for the sale of goods pursuant to regulations promulgated by the
appropriate executive agency of the United States. The tax is intended to be
imposed only once upon the wholesale sale of any other tobacco product and
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shall be at the rate of 92 percent of the wholesale price for all tobacco products
except snuff, which shall be taxed at $2.57 per ounce, or fractional part
thereof, new smokeless tobacco, which shall be taxed at the greater of $2.57
per ounce or, if packaged for sale to a consumer in a package that contains less
than 1.2 ounces of the new smokeless tobacco, at the rate of $3.08 per
package, and cigars with a wholesale price greater than $2.17, which shall be
taxed at the rate of $2.00 per cigar if the wholesale price of the cigar is greater
than $2.17 and less than $10.00, and at the rate of $4.00 per cigar if the
wholesale price of the cigar is $10.00 or more. Provided, however, that upon
payment of the tax within 10 days, the distributor or dealer may deduct from
the tax two percent of the tax due. It shall be presumed that all other tobacco
products, snuff, and new smokeless tobacco within the State are subject to tax
until the contrary is established and the burden of proof that any other tobacco
products, snuff, and new smokeless tobacco are not taxable hereunder shall be
upon the person in possession thereof. Licensed wholesalers of other tobacco
products, snuff, and new smokeless tobacco shall state on the invoice whether
the price includes the Vermont tobacco products tax.

(b) The tax established in this section shall not be imposed on marijuana-
related supplies sold by a dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A. chapter 86 to
registered patients and registered caregivers, as those terms are defined in
18 V.S.A. § 4472.

Sec. 3. 7 V.S.A. § 1001(8) is amended to read:

(8) “Tobacco substitute” means products, including electronic cigarettes
or other electronic or battery-powered devices, that contain and or are designed
to deliver nicotine or other substances into the body through the inhalation of
vapor and that have not been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for tobacco cessation or other medical purposes. Products that
have been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for tobacco
cessation or other medical purposes shall not be considered to be tobacco
substitutes.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1 (32 V.S.A. § 7702) and 2 (32 V.S.A. § 7811) shall take effect on
July 1, 2019.

(b) Sec. 3 (7 V.S.A. § 1001) and this section shall take effect on passage.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.
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Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 57.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to preserving the right to abortion.

Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 205.

House bill of the following title:

An act relating to the regulation of neonicotinoid pesticides.

Was read the third time and passed in concurrence with proposal of
amendment on a roll call, Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Senator Ashe having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and are
as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Benning, Bray, Brock, Campion, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, McNeil,
Nitka, Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers, Sears, Sirotkin, Starr,
Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 518.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to fair and impartial policing.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 527.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to Executive Branch and Judicial Branch fees.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Cummings moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment in Sec. 34, effective dates, by
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striking out subsection (c) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
subsection (c) to read as follows:

(c) Secs. 30 (tax-advantaged accounts for health expenses),
31 (rulemaking; report), and 34 (effective dates) shall take effect on passage,
provided that the Department of Financial Regulation shall adopt its final rule
on or before September 1, 2020 regulating entities that administer HRAs,
HSAs, or FSAs, or a combination of these.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 529.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous changes to
laws related to transportation.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Sears, Baruth,
Benning, Nitka and White moved to amend the Senate proposal of amendment
by striking out Sec. 28 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 28. 23 V.S.A. § 1203(b) is amended to read:

(b) Only a physician, licensed nurse, medical technician, physician
assistant, medical technologist, or laboratory assistant, intermediate or
advanced emergency medical technician, or paramedic acting at the request of
a law enforcement officer may, at a medical facility, police or fire department,
or other safe and clean location as determined by the individual withdrawing
blood, withdraw blood for the purpose of determining the presence of alcohol
or other another drug. A law enforcement officer, even if trained to withdraw
blood, acting in that official capacity may not withdraw blood for the purpose
of determining the presence of alcohol or another drug. This limitation does
These limitations do not apply to the taking of a breath sample. A medical
facility or business may not charge more than $75.00 for services rendered
when an individual is brought to a facility for the sole purpose of an
evidentiary blood sample or when an emergency medical technician or
paramedic draws an evidentiary blood sample.

Which was agreed to.
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Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be read third time?,
Senators Ashe, Kitchel, Mazza, McNeil and Perchlik moved to amend the
Senate proposal of amendment as follows:

First: In Sec. 2, subdivision (8), by striking out the number
“$1,500,000.00” and inserting in lieu thereof the number $2,000,000.00

Second: In Sec. 34 (vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs), in
subsection (c), by striking out subdivision (2) in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof the following:

(2) provide vouchers through the State’s network of community action
agencies and base eligibility for the point-of-sale voucher on the same criteria
used for income qualification for weatherization services through the
Weatherization Program and eligibility for the point-of-repair vouchers on the
same criteria used for income qualification for Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) through the State’s Economic Services
Division within the Department for Children and Families; and

Third: By striking out Sec. 53 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
four new sections to be numbered Secs. 53, 54, 55 and 56 to read as follows:

* * * Renewal of Identification Cards * * *

Sec. 53. 23 V.S.A. § 115(b) is amended to read:

(b) Every identification card shall expire, unless earlier canceled, at
midnight on the eve of the fourth birthday anniversary of the date of birth of
the applicant cardholder following the date of original issue, and may be
renewed every four years upon payment of a $24.00 fee. A renewed
identification card shall expire, unless earlier canceled, at midnight on the eve
of the fourth anniversary of the date of birth of the cardholder following the
expiration of the card being renewed. At least 30 days before an identification
card will expire, the Commissioner shall mail first class to the cardholder or
send the cardholder electronically an application to renew the identification
card; a cardholder shall be sent the renewal notice by mail unless the
cardholder opts in to receive electronic notification. A person born on
February 29 shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered as born on
March 1.

* * * Renewal of Operator’s Licenses * * *

Sec. 54. 23 V.S.A. § 601(b) is amended to read:

(b) All operator’s licenses issued under this chapter shall expire, unless
earlier cancelled, at midnight on the eve of the second or fourth anniversary of
the date of birth of the applicant license holder following the date they were
issued of issue. Renewed licenses shall expire at midnight on the eve of the
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second or fourth anniversary of the date of birth of the license holder
following the date the renewed license expired. All junior operator’s licenses
shall expire, unless earlier cancelled, at midnight on the eve of the second
anniversary of the date of birth of the applicant license holder following the
date they were issued of issue. A person born on February 29 shall, for the
purposes of this section, be considered as born on March 1.

* * * Motor-Assisted Scooter Pilot Program * * *

Sec. 55. MOTOR-ASSISTED SCOOTER PILOT PROGRAM

(a) The cities of Burlington and Montpelier may conduct a motor-assisted
scooter pilot program that shall run not longer than October 31, 2019.

(b) During the pilot program motor-assisted scooters, as defined in
subsection (c) of this section, shall be regulated in the same way as a motor-
assisted bicycle, as defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4(45)(B), and in accordance with
23 V.S.A. § 1136 except that, and notwithstanding 23 V.S.A. § 1137(a), a
motor-assisted scooter shall not have a seat and must always be operated in
stand-up mode.

(c) As used in this section, “motor-assisted scooter” means any device with
not more than two small diameter wheels and a handlebar, that lacks a seat, is
designed to operate in stand-up mode only, and has a motor that:

(1) has a power output of not more than 500 watts or .65 horsepower;
and

(2) in itself or with human propulsion is capable of producing a top
speed of not more than 20 miles per hour on a paved level surface when ridden
by an operator who weighs 170 pounds.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 56. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 1(b) (act definitions), 12 (BUILD grant), 13
(CRISI grant), 20 (public transit study), 29 (plug-in electric vehicle definition),
30 (electric vehicle supply equipment definition), 33 (net metering), 34
(vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs), 35 (Public Utility
Commission report), 36 (Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets reporting),
39 (PUC jurisdiction), 44 (emissions inspections), 45 (emissions inspections
implementation), 46 (vehicle feebate report), 47 (weight-based annual
registration report), and 55 (motor-assisted scooter pilot program) shall take
effect on passage.

(b) Secs. 31 (weights and measures definition) and 32 (electric vehicle
supply equipment definition) shall take effect on the earlier of January 1, 2021
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or six months after the National Institute of Standards and Technology adopts
code on electric vehicle fueling systems.

(c) Sec. 41 (State vehicle fleet) shall take effect on July 1, 2021.

(d) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate proposal of amendment
be amended as recommended by Senators Ashe, Kitchel, Mazza, McNeil and
Perchlik?, Senator Sears moved to amend the proposal of amendment by
striking out Secs. 55 and 56 in the third proposal of amendment and inserting
in lieu thereof new Sec. 55 as follows

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 55. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 1(b) (act definitions), 12 (BUILD grant), 13
(CRISI grant), 20 (public transit study), 29 (plug-in electric vehicle definition),
30 (electric vehicle supply equipment definition), 33 (net metering), 34
(vehicle incentive and emissions repair programs), 35 (Public Utility
Commission report), 36 (Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets reporting),
39 (PUC jurisdiction), 44 (emissions inspections), 45 (emissions inspections
implementation), 46 (vehicle feebate report), and 47 (weight-based annual
registration report.

(b) Secs. 31 (weights and measures definition) and 32 (electric vehicle
supply equipment definition) shall take effect on the earlier of January 1, 2021
or six months after the National Institute of Standards and Technology adopts
code on electric vehicle fueling systems.

Thereupon, Senator Sears requested and was granted leave to withdraw his
proposal of amendment.

Thereupon, the recurring question, Shall the Senate proposal of amendment
be amended as recommended by Senators Ashe, Kitchel, Mazza, McNeil and
Perchlik?, was decided in the affirmative.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposals of
Amendment; Bill Messaged

H. 542.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to making appropriations for the support of government.

Was taken up.



WEDNESDAY, MAY 08, 2019 929

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators Kitchel, Ashe,
McCormack, Nitka, Sears, Starr and Westman moved to amend the Senate
proposal of amendment as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. B.326 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
a new Sec. B.326 to read as follows:

Sec. B.326 Department for children and families - OEO - weatherization
assistance

Personal services 326,525
Operating expenses 44,525
Grants 12,038,018

Total 12,409,068
Source of funds

Special funds 7,812,978
Federal funds 4,596,090

Total 12,409,068

Second: In Sec. C.100, subsection (a), by inserting two new subdivisions to
be numbered (6) and (7) to read as follows:

(6) To the Department of Labor: $70,000 to design a coordinated plan
for an integrated postsecondary career and technical education system and to
provide services and support for New Americans pursuant to requirements
enacted during the 2019 legislative session.

(7) To the Department for Children and Families, Office of Economic
Opportunity, Weatherization Assistance: $300,000.

and in subdivision (b)(2) by striking out the figure “$2,000,000” and inserting
in lieu thereof the figure $1,700,000

Third: In Sec. C.102 by striking out the figure “4,188,000.00” and
inserting in lieu thereof the figure 4,488,000.00

Fourth: By striking out Secs. C.108 and C.109 in their entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof new Secs. C. 108 and C.109 to read as follows:

Sec. C.108 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.503 is amended
to read:

Sec. B.503 Education - state-placed students

Grants 15,700,000 20,400,000
Total 15,700,000 20,400,000

Source of funds
Education fund 15,700,000 20,400,000

Total 15,700,000 20,400,000
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Sec. C.109 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.516 as
amended by 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 40 is further amended to read:

Sec. 40. 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. B.516 is amended to
read:

Sec. B.516 Total general education

Source of funds
General fund 136,968,810 136,968,810
Special funds 19,483,091 19,483,091
Tobacco fund 750,388 750,388
Education fund 1,650,519,334 1,655,219,334
Federal funds 138,281,079 138,281,079
Global Commitment fund 260,000 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 4,204,714 4,204,714
Pension trust funds 7,781,379 7,781,379

Total 1,958,248,795 1,962,948,748

Fifth: By striking out Sec. E.323.1 in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. E.323.1 to read as follows:

Sec. E.323.1 33 V.S.A. § 1103 is amended to read:

§ 1103. ELIGIBILITY AND BENEFIT LEVELS

* * *

(c) The Commissioner shall adopt rules for the determination of eligibility
for the Reach Up program and benefit levels for all participating families that
include the following provisions:

* * *

(9) The amount of $115.00 $58.00 of the Supplemental Security Income
payment received by a parent excluding payments received on behalf of a child
shall count toward the determination of the amount of the family’s financial
assistance grant.

* * *

Sixth: By inserting a new section to be numbered Sec. E.333 to read as
follows:

Sec. E.333 DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES SERVICE PAYMENT
REFORM UPDATE

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall submit an update to the House
Committees on Appropriations and on Human Services and to the Senate
Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare on the progress
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made on the developmental disability service delivery and payment reform
model on or before January 15, 2020.  The update will provide information on
decisions made to date on the proposed model for developmental disabilities
payment and service delivery reform, including information regarding: 

(1) anticipated costs to both providers and the state of any potential
changes including changes in the assessments process and any identified
funding strategies;

(2) the plan to use a standardized assessment tool;

(3) how the proposed model addresses individualized services and
community inclusion;

(4) stakeholder engagement including how their feedback was
incorporated into the plan;

(5) a description of how the model works in relation to value-based
payment and sustainability of the system and its workforce; 

(6) how the model covers the costs of high needs individuals;

(7) the continuation of person-centered care planning and services; 

(8) maintaining choice of provider, service management, and service
options; and

(9) how it will hold providers accountable for service expenditures and
individual recipient outcomes.

Seventh: By striking out Sec. E.335.2 in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. E.335.2 to read as follows:

Sec. E.335.2 COMMUNITY WORK CREW PROGRAM RESTRUCTURE

(a) On or before October 15, 2019, the Department of Corrections shall
report to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations and on
Judiciary regarding whether the Department should contract with local
community justice programs to oversee the work crew sentence requirements
of any individual with work crew obligations under the Department’s
supervision. The report shall consider the cost and public safety implications,
as well as any anticipated effect on recidivism rates, of any such contractual
approach to work crew supervision. This report is timely for the General
Assembly because of the relatively small number of offenders with work crew
obligations, the significant number of Department staff currently tasked with
work crew oversight, and the opportunity to better partner with state-supported
community and restorative justice programs.
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Eighth: In Sec. E.338, by adding a new subsection (b) to read as follows:

(b) The Department shall allocate $20,000 of community program funding
to the Caring Dads program in fiscal year 2020.

Ninth: By inserting a new section to be numbered Sec. E.338.2 to read as
follows:

Sec. E.338.2 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 131, Sec. 135, as amended by
2015 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 71 and 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85,
Sec. E.338.2 and 2018 Acts and Resolves No.87, Sec. 51, is further amended
to read:

Sec. 135. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Secs. 118a and 118b
(amending 18 V.S.A. § 4808 and adding 18 V.S.A. § 4809) shall take effect on
July 1, 2021. [Repealed.]

Tenth: By striking out Sec. E.903 in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. E.903 to read as follows:

Sec. E.903 Transportation – program development

(a) Of the Transportation Funds appropriated in Sec. B.903 of this act,
$300,000 shall be allocated for an Electric Vehicle purchase or lease incentive
program. This funding allocation in combination with the appropriation in
Sec. C.100(b)(2) of this act provides a total funding amount of $2,000,000 for
an EV incentive program.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be read third time?,
Senators Lyons and Sears moved to amend the Senate proposal of amendment
by striking out Sec. E.338.1, 28 V.S.A. § 801b, in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof three new sections to be Secs. E.338.1–E.338.3 to read as follows:

Sec. E.338.1 28 V.S.A. § 801 is amended to read:

§ 801. MEDICAL CARE OF INMATES

* * *

(e)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an inmate who is
admitted to a correctional facility while under the medical care of a licensed
physician, a licensed physician assistant, or a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse and who is taking medication at the time of admission
pursuant to a valid prescription as verified by the inmate’s pharmacy of record,
primary care provider, other licensed care provider, or as verified by the
Vermont Prescription Monitoring System or other prescription monitoring or
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information system, including buprenorphine, methadone, or other medication
prescribed in the course of medication-assisted treatment, shall be entitled to
continue that medication and to be provided that medication by the
Department pending an evaluation by a licensed physician, a licensed
physician assistant, or a licensed advanced practice registered nurse.

(2)(A) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the
Department may defer provision of a validly prescribed medication in
accordance with this subsection if, in the clinical judgment of a licensed
physician, a physician assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse, it is
not medically necessary to continue the medication at that time.

(B) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, an inmate
taking medication prescribed in the course of medication-assisted treatment
shall attend the counseling and behavioral therapy components of medication-
assisted treatment.

* * *

Sec. E.338.2 28 V.S.A. § 801b is amended to read:

§ 801b. MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT IN CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES

(a) If an inmate receiving medication-assisted treatment prior to entering
the correctional facility continues to receive medication prescribed in the
course of medication-assisted treatment pursuant to section 801 of this title, the
inmate shall be authorized to receive that medication for as long as medically
necessary. The inmate shall attend the counseling and behavioral therapy
components of medication-assisted treatment.

(b)(1) If at any time an inmate screens positive as having an opioid use
disorder, the inmate may elect to commence buprenorphine-specific
medication-assisted treatment if it is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe buprenorphine. The inmate shall be authorized to
receive the medication as soon as possible and for as long as medically
necessary. The inmate shall attend the counseling and behavioral therapy
components of medication-assisted treatment.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall prevent an inmate who commences
medication-assisted treatment while in a correctional facility from transferring
from buprenorphine to methadone if:

(A) methadone is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe methadone; and

(B) the inmate elects to commence methadone as recommended by a
provider authorized to prescribe methadone.
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(c) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall cause the reason for the discontinuance to be
entered into the inmate’s medical record, specifically stating the reason for the
discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and in writing, with
a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the medication and with
notice of the right to have his or her community-based prescriber notified of
the decision. If the inmate provides signed authorization, the Department shall
notify the community-based prescriber in writing of the decision to discontinue
the medication.

(d)(1) As part of reentry planning, the Department shall commence
medication-assisted treatment prior to an inmate’s release if:

(A) the inmate screens positive for an opioid use disorder;

(B) medication-assisted treatment is medically necessary; and

(C) the inmate elects to commence medication-assisted treatment;
and

(D) the inmate agrees to attend the counseling and behavioral therapy
components of medication-assisted treatment.

(2) If medication-assisted treatment is indicated and despite best efforts
induction is not possible prior to release, the Department shall ensure
comprehensive care coordination with a community-based provider.

(e) Any counseling or Counseling and behavioral therapies shall be
provided in conjunction with the use of medication for all medication-assisted
treatment shall be medically necessary.

Sec. E.338.3 CORRECTIONS HEALTH CARE; REPORTS

(a) On or before November 15, 2019, the Department of Corrections shall
provide an interim report to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee
regarding:

(1) the Department’s current and planned future efforts, in consultation
with the Agency of Human Services and the other departments in the Agency,
to integrate health care services delivered in correctional facilities with
Vermont’s broader health care reform initiatives;

(2) the Department’s implementation of the requirement pursuant to
Secs. E.338.1 and E.338.2 of this act that counseling and behavioral therapy
services be provided as an essential element of medication-assisted treatment
provided in correctional, as well as community, settings; and
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(3) the Department’s current and planned future efforts to increase the
use of local health care professionals and hospitals and to reduce its reliance on
traveling nurses and other temporary providers.

(b) On or before January 15, 2020, the Department shall provide a final
report on the topics described in subdivisions (a)(1)–(3) of this section to the
House Committees on Appropriations, on Corrections and Institutions, on
Health Care, and on Human Services and the Senate Committees on
Appropriations, on Health and Welfare, on Institutions, and on Judiciary.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Committees of Conference Appointed

S. 40.

An act relating to testing and remediation of lead in the drinking water of
schools and child care facilities.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Baruth
Senator Ingram
Senator Hardy

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

S. 95.

An act relating to municipal utility capital investment.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator MacDonald
Senator Pearson
Senator Balint

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

H. 511.

An act relating to criminal statutes of limitations.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of
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Senator Benning
Senator Nitka
Senator Sears

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Ashe, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 40, S. 95, H. 13, H. 47, H. 57, H. 205, H. 511, H. 518, H. 527, H. 529,
H. 542.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock in the
afternoon on Thursday, May 9, 2019.

________________

THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2019

Pursuant to the Senate Rules, in the absence of the President, the Senate
was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Message from the House No. 61

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 542. An act relating to making appropriations for the support of
government.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:



THURSDAY, MAY 09, 2019 937

Rep. Toll of Danville
Rep. Hooper of Montpelier
Rep. Fagan of Rutland City

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 529. An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous
changes to laws related to transportation.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:

Rep. McCormack of Burlington
Rep. Corcoran of Bennington
Rep. Burke of Brattleboro

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 95. An act relating to municipal utility capital investment.

Rep. Sibilia of Dover
Rep. Briglin of Thetford
Rep. Yantachka of Charlotte

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 40. An act relating to testing and remediation of lead in the drinking
water of schools and child care facilities.

Rep. Webb of Shelburne
Rep. Gregoire of Fairfield
Rep. James of Manchester

Message from the House No. 62

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has concurred in the adoption of a proposed amendment to the
Vermont Constitution entitled:

Prop 5. Declaration of rights; right to personal reproductive liberty.
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The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill of
the following title:

H. 133. An act relating to miscellaneous energy subjects.

And has severally concurred therein with a further proposal of amendment
thereto, in the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposals of amendment to the following
House bills:

H. 275. An act relating to the Farm-to-Plate Investment Program.

H. 523. An act relating to miscellaneous changes to the State’s retirement
systems.

H. 528. An act relating to the Rural Health Services Task Force.

And has severally concurred therein.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 525.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Starr, the
rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Agriculture, Senator Starr moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order to
commit the bill to the Committee on Appropriations with the reports of the
Committee on Agriculture and Committee on Finance intact,

Which was agreed to.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations

H. 530.

House bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice and
carrying an appropriation or requiring the expenditure of funds, under the rule
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

An act relating to the qualifications and election of the Adjutant and
Inspector General.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In

S. 133.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:
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An act relating to juvenile jurisdiction.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 5102 is amended to read:

§ 5102. DEFINITIONS AND PROVISIONS OF GENERAL APPLICATION

As used in the juvenile judicial proceedings chapters:

(1) “Care provider” means a person other than a parent, guardian, or
custodian who is providing the child with routine daily care but to whom
custody rights have not been transferred by a court.

(2) “Child” means any of the following:

(A) an individual who is under the age of 18 years of age and is a
child in need of care or supervision as defined in subdivision (3)(A), (B), or
(D) of this section (abandoned, abused, without proper parental care, or
truant);

(B)(i) an individual who is under the age of 18 years of age, is a
child in need of care or supervision as defined in subdivision (3)(C) of this
section (beyond parental control), and was under the age of 16 years of age at
the time the petition was filed; or

(ii) an individual who is between the ages of 16 to 17.5 years of
age, is a child in need of care or supervision as defined in subdivision (3)(C) of
this section (beyond parental control), and who is at high risk of serious harm
to himself or herself or others due to problems such as substance abuse,
prostitution, or homelessness.

(C) An individual who has been alleged to have committed or has
committed an act of delinquency after becoming 10 years of age and prior to
becoming 22 years of age, unless otherwise provided in chapter 52 or 52A of
this title; provided, however:

(i) that an individual who is alleged to have committed an act
specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining 12 years of age but
not 14 years of age may be treated as an adult as provided therein;

(ii) that an individual who is alleged to have committed an act
specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining the age of 14 but not
the age of 16 shall be subject to criminal proceedings as in cases commenced
against adults, unless transferred to the court in accordance with the juvenile
judicial proceedings chapters;
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(iii) that an individual who is alleged to have committed an act
before attaining the age of 10 years of age which would be murder as defined
in 13 V.S.A. § 2301 if committed by an adult may be subject to delinquency
proceedings; and

(iv)(ii) that an individual may be considered a child for the period
of time the court retains jurisdiction under section 5104 of this title.

* * *

(9) “Delinquent act” means an act designated a crime under the laws of
this State, or of another state if the act occurred in another state, or under
federal law. A delinquent act shall include a violation of 7 V.S.A. § 656;
however, it shall not include:

(A) snowmobile offenses in 23 V.S.A. chapter 29, subchapter 1 and
motorboat offenses in 23 V.S.A. chapter 29, subchapter 2, except for violations
of sections 3207a, 3207b, 3207c, 3207d, and 3323;

(B) pursuant to 4 V.S.A. § 33(b), felony motor vehicle offenses
committed by an individual who is 16 years of age or older, except for
violations of 23 V.S.A. chapter 13, subchapter 13 and of 23 V.S.A. § 1091.

(10) “Delinquent child” means a child who has been adjudicated to have
committed a delinquent act.

(11) “Department” means the Department for Children and Families.

(12) “Guardian” means a person who, at the time of the commencement
of the juvenile judicial proceeding, has legally established rights to a child
pursuant to an order of a Vermont court or a court in another jurisdiction.

(13) “Judge” means a judge of the Family Division of the Superior
Court.

(14) “Juvenile judicial proceedings chapters” means this chapter and
chapters 52, 52A, and 53 of this title.

* * *

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. § 5103 is amended to read:

§ 5103. JURISDICTION

(a) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall have exclusive
jurisdiction over all proceedings concerning a child who is or who is alleged to
be a delinquent child or a child in need of care or supervision brought under
the authority of the juvenile judicial proceedings chapters, except as otherwise
provided in such chapters.
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(b) Orders issued under the authority of the juvenile judicial proceedings
chapters shall take precedence over orders in other Family Division
proceedings and any order of another court of this State, to the extent they are
inconsistent. This section shall not apply to child support orders in a divorce,
parentage, or relief from abuse proceedings until a child support order has
been issued in the juvenile proceeding.

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided by this title and by subdivision (2) of
this subsection, jurisdiction over a child shall not be extended beyond the
child’s 18th birthday.

(2)(A) Jurisdiction over a child with a pending delinquency may be
extended until six months beyond the child’s 19th birthday if the child was
16 or 17 years of age when he or she committed the offense.

(B) In no case shall custody of a child or youth 18 years of age or
older be retained by or transferred to the Commissioner for Children and
Families.

(C) Jurisdiction over a child in need of care or supervision shall not
be extended beyond the child’s 18th birthday.

(D) Jurisdiction over a youthful offender shall not extend beyond the
youth’s 22nd birthday.

(d) The Court court may terminate its jurisdiction over a child prior to the
child’s 18th birthday by order of the court. If the child is not subject to
another juvenile proceeding, jurisdiction shall terminate automatically in the
following circumstances:

(1) upon the discharge of a child from juvenile or youthful offender
probation, providing the child is not in the legal custody of the Commissioner;

(2) upon an order of the court transferring legal custody to a parent,
guardian, or custodian without conditions or protective supervision;

(3) upon the adoption of a child following a termination of parental
rights proceeding.

Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. § 5201 is amended to read:

§ 5201. COMMENCEMENT OF DELINQUENCY PROCEEDINGS

(a) Proceedings under this chapter shall be commenced by:

(1) transfer to the court of a proceeding from another court as provided
in section 5203 of this title; or

(2) the filing of a delinquency petition by a State’s Attorney.
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(b) If the proceeding is commenced by transfer from another court, no
petition need be filed; however, the State’s Attorney shall provide to the court
the name and address of the child’s custodial parent, guardian, or custodian
and the name and address of any noncustodial parent if known.

(c) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
an act specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining 14 years of
age, but not 18 22 years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance
with this chapter and chapter 52A of this title, unless the State’s Attorney files
the charge directly as a youthful offender petition in the Family Division.

* * *

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. § 5280 is amended to read:

§ 5280. COMMENCEMENT OF YOUTHFUL OFFENDER
PROCEEDINGS IN THE FAMILY DIVISION

(a) A proceeding under this chapter shall be commenced by:

(1) the filing of a youthful offender petition by a State’s Attorney; or

(2) transfer to the Family Court of a proceeding from the Criminal
Division of the Superior Court as provided in section 5281 of this title.

(b) A State’s Attorney may commence a proceeding in the Family Division
of the Superior Court concerning a child who is alleged to have committed an
offense after attaining 16 14 years of age but not 22 years of age that could
otherwise be filed in the Criminal Division.

(c) If a State’s Attorney files a petition under subdivision (a)(1) of this
section, the case shall proceed as provided under subsection 5281(b) of this
title.

(d) Within 15 days after the commencement of a youthful offender
proceeding pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the youth shall be offered
a risk and needs screening, which shall be conducted by the Department or by
a community provider that has contracted with the Department to provide risk
and needs screenings. The risk and needs screening shall be completed prior
to the youthful offender status hearing held pursuant to section 5283 of this
title. Unless the court extends the period for the risk and needs screening for
good cause shown, the Family Division shall reject the case for youthful
offender treatment if the youth does not complete the risk and needs screening
within 15 days of the offer for the risk and needs screening.

(1) The Department or the community provider shall report the risk
level result of the screening, the number and source of the collateral contacts
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made, and the recommendation for charging or other alternatives to the State’s
Attorney.

(2) Information related to the present alleged offense directly or
indirectly derived from the risk and needs screening or other conversation with
the Department or community-based provider shall not be used against the
youth in the youth’s criminal or juvenile case for any purpose, including
impeachment or cross-examination. However, the fact of participation in risk
and needs screening may be used in subsequent proceedings.

(e) If a youth presents a low to moderate risk to reoffend based on the
results of the risk and needs screening, the State’s Attorney shall refer a youth
directly to court diversion unless the State’s Attorney states on the record at
the hearing held pursuant to section 5283 of this title why a referral would not
serve the ends of justice. If the court diversion program does not accept the
case or if the youth fails to complete the program in a manner deemed
satisfactory and timely by the provider, the youth’s case shall return to the
State’s Attorney for charging consideration.

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 5281 is amended to read:

§ 5281. MOTION IN CRIMINAL DIVISION OF SUPERIOR COURT

(a) A motion may be filed in the Criminal Division of the Superior Court
requesting that a defendant under 22 years of age in a criminal proceeding who
had attained 12 years of age but not 22 years of age at the time the offense is
alleged to have been committed be treated as a youthful offender. The motion
may be filed by the State’s Attorney, the defendant, or the court on its own
motion.

(b) Upon Unless the State’s Attorney refers the youth directly to court
diversion pursuant to subsection 5280(e) of this title, upon the filing of a
motion under this section or the filing of a youthful offender petition pursuant
to section 5280 of this title, the Family Division shall hold a hearing pursuant
to section 5283 of this title. Pursuant to section 5110 of this title, the hearing
shall be confidential. Copies of all records relating to the case shall be
forwarded to the Family Division. Conditions of release and any Department
of Corrections supervision or custody shall remain in effect until:

(1) the Family Division accepts the case for treatment as a youthful
offender and orders conditions of juvenile probation pursuant to section 5284
of this title,;

(2) any conditions of release or bail are modified, amended, or vacated
pursuant to 13 V.S.A. chapter 229; or

(3) the case is otherwise concluded.
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(c)(1) If the Family Division rejects the case for youthful offender
treatment pursuant to subsection 5284 of this title, the case shall be transferred
to the Criminal Division. The conditions of release imposed by the Criminal
Division shall remain in effect, and the case shall proceed as though the
motion for youthful offender treatment or youthful offender petition had not
been filed.

(2) Subject to Rule 11 of the Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure and
Rule 410 of the Vermont Rules of Evidence, the Family Division’s denial of
the motion for youthful offender treatment and any information related to the
youthful offender proceeding shall be inadmissible against the youth for any
purpose in the subsequent Criminal Division proceeding.

(d) If the Family Division accepts the case for youthful offender treatment,
the case shall proceed to a confidential merits hearing or admission pursuant to
sections 5227–5229 of this title.

Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. § 5282 is amended to read:

§ 5282. REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT

(a) Within 30 days after the youth has completed the risk and needs
screening pursuant to section 5280 of this title, unless the court extends the
period for good cause shown or the State’s Attorney refers the youth directly
to court diversion pursuant to subsection 5280(e) of this title, the Department
for Children and Families shall file a report with the Family Division of the
Superior Court.

(b) A report filed pursuant to this section shall include the following
elements:

(1) a recommendation as to whether diversion is appropriate for the
youth because the youth is a low to moderate risk to reoffend;

(2) a recommendation as to whether youthful offender status is
appropriate for the youth; and

(3) a description of the services that may be available for the youth.

(c) A report filed pursuant to this section is privileged and shall not be
disclosed to any person other than:

(1) the Department;

(2) the court;

(3) the State’s Attorney;

(4) the youth, the youth’s attorney, and the youth’s guardian ad litem;
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(5) the youth’s parent, guardian, or custodian if the youth is under
18 years of age, unless the court finds that disclosure would be contrary to the
best interest of the child;

(6) the Department of Corrections; or

(7) any other person when the court determines that the best interests of
the youth would make such a disclosure desirable or helpful.

Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. § 5283 is amended to read:

§ 5283. HEARING IN FAMILY DIVISION

(a) Timeline. A Unless the State’s Attorney refers the youth directly to
court diversion pursuant to subsection 5280(e) of this title, a youthful offender
status consideration hearing shall be held no later than 35 60 days after the
transfer of the case from the Criminal Division or filing of a youthful offender
petition in the Family Division.

(b) Notice. Notice of the hearing shall be provided to the State’s Attorney;
the youth; the youth’s parent, guardian, or custodian; the Department; and the
Department of Corrections.

(c) Hearing procedure.

(1) If the motion is contested, all parties shall have the right to present
evidence and examine witnesses. Hearsay may be admitted and may be relied
on to the extent of its probative value. If reports are admitted, the parties shall
be afforded an opportunity to examine those persons making the reports, but
sources of confidential information need not be disclosed.

(2) For individuals who had attained 18 years of age but not 22 years of
age at the time the act is alleged to have been committed, hearings under
5284(a) of this title shall be open to the public. All other youthful offender
proceedings shall be confidential.

(d) Burden of proof. The burden of proof shall be on the moving party to
prove by a preponderance of the evidence that a child should be granted
youthful offender status. If the court makes the motion, the burden shall be on
the youth.

(e) Further hearing. On its own motion or the motion of a party, the court
may schedule a further hearing to obtain reports or other information necessary
for the appropriate disposition of the case.

Sec. 8. 33 V.S.A. § 5285(d) is amended to read:

(d) If a youth’s status as a youthful offender is revoked and the case is
transferred to the Criminal Division pursuant to subdivision (c)(2) of this
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section, the court shall enter a conviction of guilty based on the admission to
or finding of merits, hold a sentencing hearing and impose sentence. Unless it
serves the interest of justice, the case shall not be transferred back to the
Family Division pursuant to section 5203 of this title. When determining an
appropriate sentence, the court may take into consideration the youth’s degree
of progress toward or regression from rehabilitation while on youthful
offender status. The Criminal Division shall have access to all Family Division
records of the proceeding.

Sec. 9. 33 V.S.A. § 5286 is amended to read:

§ 5286. REVIEW PRIOR TO 18 YEARS OF AGE

(a) If a youth is adjudicated on probation as a youthful offender prior to
reaching 18 years of age, the Family Division shall review the youth’s case
before he or she reaches 18 years of age and set a hearing to determine
whether the court’s jurisdiction over the youth should be continued past 18
years of age. The hearing may be joined with a motion to terminate youthful
offender status under section 5285 of this title. The court shall provide notice
and an opportunity to be heard at the hearing to the State’s Attorney, the youth,
the Department for Children and Families, and the Department of Corrections.

(b) After receiving a notice of review under this section, the State may file
a motion to modify or revoke pursuant to section 5285 of this title. If such a
motion is filed, it shall be consolidated with the review under this section and
all options provided for under section 5285 of this title shall be available to the
court.

(c) The following reports shall be filed with the court prior to the hearing:

(1) The Department for Children and Families and the Department of
Corrections shall jointly report their recommendations, with supporting
justifications, as to whether the Family Division should continue jurisdiction
over the youth past 18 years of age and, if continued jurisdiction is
recommended, propose a case plan for the youth to ensure compliance with
and completion of the juvenile disposition.

(2) If the Departments recommend continued supervision of the
youthful offender past 18 years of age, the Departments shall report on the
services which would be available for the youth.

(d) If the court finds that it is in the best interest interests of the youth and
consistent with community safety to continue the case past 18 years of age, it
shall make an order continuing the court’s jurisdiction up to 22 years of age.
The Department for Children and Families and the Department of Corrections
shall jointly develop a case plan for the youth and coordinate services and
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share information to ensure compliance with and completion of the juvenile
disposition.

(e) If the court finds that it is not in the best interest interests of the youth
to continue the case past 18 years of age, it shall terminate the disposition
order, discharge the youth, and dismiss the case in accordance with
subsection 5287(c) of this title.

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment?, was decided in the affirmative.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 460.

Senator Sears, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred House
bill entitled:

An act relating to sealing and expungement of criminal history records.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 2658 is amended to read:

§ 2658. PROSTITUTION CONVICTION; MOTION TO VACATE BY
VICTIM OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

(a) As used in this section,:

(1) “Qualifying crime” means a criminal offense in this State that is not
listed in 33 V.S.A. § 5204(a).

(2) “victim Victim of human trafficking” means:

(1)(A) a victim of a violation of section 2652 or 2653 of this title;
or

(2)(B) “a victim of a severe form of trafficking” as defined by
22 U.S.C. § 7102(14) (federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act).

(b) A person convicted of prostitution in violation of section 2632 of this
title a qualifying crime may file a motion to vacate the conviction if it was
obtained as a result of the person having been a victim of human trafficking.
The motion shall be in writing, describe the supporting evidence with
particularity, and include copies of any documents showing that the moving
party is entitled to relief under this section.
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(c) The court shall hold a hearing on the motion, provided that the court
may dismiss a motion without a hearing if the court finds that the motion fails
to assert a claim for which relief may be granted.

(d)(1) The court shall grant the motion if it finds by a preponderance of the
evidence that:

(A) the moving party was convicted of prostitution in violation of
section 2632 of this title a qualifying crime; and

(B) the conviction was obtained as a result of the moving party’s
having been a victim of human trafficking.

(2) If the motion is granted, the court shall vacate the conviction, strike
the adjudication of guilt, and expunge the record of the criminal proceedings.
The court shall issue an order to expunge, or redact the moving party’s name
from, all records and files related to the moving party’s arrest, citation,
investigation, charge, adjudication of guilt, criminal proceedings, and
probation for the offense.

(e) Official documentation of a person’s status as a victim of human
trafficking provided by a federal, state, or local government agency shall
create a presumption that the person’s prostitution conviction was obtained as a
result of having been a victim of human trafficking. Such documentation shall
not be required to grant a motion under this section.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 7601 is amended to read:

§ 7601. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Court” means the Criminal Division of the Superior Court.

(2) “Criminal history record” means all information documenting an
individual’s contact with the criminal justice system, including data regarding
identification, arrest or citation, arraignment, judicial disposition, custody, and
supervision.

(3) “Predicate offense” means a criminal offense that can be used to
enhance a sentence levied for a later conviction, and includes operating a
vehicle under the influence of alcohol or other substance in violation of
23 V.S.A. § 1201, domestic assault in violation of section 1042 of this title,
and stalking in violation of section 1062 of this title. “Predicate offense” shall
not include misdemeanor possession of marijuana, or a disorderly conduct
offense under section 1026 of this title, or possession of a controlled substance
in violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4230(a), 4231(a), 4232(a), 4233(a), 4234(a),
4234a(a), 4234b(a), 4235(b), or 4235a(a).
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(4) “Qualifying crime” means:

(A) a misdemeanor offense that is not:

(i) a listed crime as defined in subdivision 5301(7) of this title;

(ii) an offense involving sexual exploitation of children in
violation of chapter 64 of this title;

(iii) an offense involving violation of a protection order in
violation of section 1030 of this title;

(iv) prostitution as defined in section 2632 of this title, or
prohibited conduct under section 2601a of this title; or

(v) a predicate offense;

(B) a violation of subsection 3701(a) of this title related to criminal
mischief;

(C) a violation of section 2501 of this title related to grand larceny;

(D) a violation of section 1201 of this title related to burglary,
excluding any burglary into an occupied dwelling, as defined in subdivision
1201(b)(2) of this title; or

(E) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4223 related to fraud or deceit.;

(F) a violation of section 1802 of this title related to uttering a
forged or counterfeited instrument;

(G) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4230(a) related to possession of
marijuana;

(H) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4231(a) related to possession of
cocaine;

(I) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4232(a) related to possession of LSD;

(J) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4233(a) related to possession of heroin;

(K) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4234(a) related to possession of
depressant, stimulant, and narcotic drugs;

(L) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4234a(a) related to possession of
methamphetamine;

(M) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4234b(a) related to possession of
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine;

(N) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4235(b) related to possession of
hallucinogenic drugs;
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(O) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4235a(a) related to possession of
ecstasy; or

(P) any offense for which a person has been granted an unconditional
pardon from the Governor.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 7602 is amended to read:

§ 7602. EXPUNGEMENT AND SEALING OF RECORD,
POSTCONVICTION; PROCEDURE

(a)(1) A person may file a petition with the court requesting expungement
or sealing of the criminal history record related to the conviction if:

(A) the person was convicted of a qualifying crime or qualifying
crimes arising out of the same incident or occurrence; or

(B) the person was convicted of an offense for which the underlying
conduct is no longer prohibited by law or designated as a criminal offense;

(C) pursuant to the conditions set forth in subsection (g) of this
section, the person was convicted of a violation of 23 V.S.A. § 1201(a) related
to operating under the influence of alcohol or other substance, excluding a
violation of that section resulting in serious bodily injury or death to any
person other than the operator, or related to operating a school bus with a
blood alcohol concentration of 0.02 or more or operating a commercial vehicle
with a blood alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more; or

(D) pursuant to the conditions set forth in subsection (h) of this
section, the person was convicted under 1201(c)(3)(A) of a violation of
subdivision 1201(a) of this title related to burglary when the person was 25
years of age or younger, and the person did not carry a dangerous or deadly
weapon during commission of the offense.

(2) The State’s Attorney or Attorney General shall be the respondent in
the matter.

(3) The court shall grant the petition without hearing if the petitioner
and the respondent stipulate to the granting of the petition. The respondent
shall file the stipulation with the court, and the court shall issue the petitioner a
certificate an order of expungement and provide notice of the order in
accordance with this section.

(4) This section shall not apply to an individual licensed as a
commercial driver pursuant to 23 V.S.A. chapter 39 seeking to seal or expunge
a record of a conviction for a felony offense committed in a motor vehicle as
defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4.

* * *
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(g) For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(C) of this section, only
petitions to seal may be considered or granted by the court. This subsection
shall not apply to an individual licensed as a commercial driver pursuant to
23 V.S.A. chapter 39. Unless the court finds that sealing would not be in the
interests of justice, the court shall grant the petition and order that the criminal
history record be sealed in accordance with section 7607 of this title if the
following conditions are met:

(1) At least 10 years have elapsed since the date on which the person
successfully completed the terms and conditions of the sentence for the
conviction, or if the person has successfully completed the terms and
conditions of an indeterminate term of probation that commenced at least 10
years previously.

(2) At the time of the filing of the petition:

(A) the person has only one conviction of a violation of 23 V.S.A. §
1201, which shall be construed in accordance with 23 V.S.A. § 1211; and

(B) the person has not been convicted of a crime arising out of a new
incident or occurrence since the person was convicted of a violation of
23 V.S.A. § 1201(a).

(3) Any restitution ordered by the court has been paid in full.

(4) The court finds that sealing of the criminal history record serves the
interests of justice.

(h) For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(D) of this section,
unless the court finds that expungement or sealing would not be in the interests
of justice, the court shall grant the petition and order that the criminal history
record be expunged or sealed in accordance with section 7606 or 7607 of this
title if the following conditions are met:

(1) At least 15 years have elapsed since the date on which the person
successfully completed the terms and conditions of the sentence for the
conviction, or the person has successfully completed the terms and conditions
of an indeterminate term of probation that commenced at least 15 years
previously.

(2) The person has not been convicted of a crime arising out of a new
incident or occurrence since the person was convicted of a violation of
subdivision 1201(c)(3)(A) of this title.

(3) Any restitution ordered by the court has been paid in full.

(4) The court finds that expungement or sealing of the criminal history
record serves the interests of justice.
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Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 7603 is amended to read:

§ 7603. EXPUNGEMENT AND SEALING OF RECORD, NO
CONVICTION; PROCEDURE

(a) Unless either party objects in the interests of justice, the court shall
issue an order sealing the criminal history record related to the citation or
arrest of a person:

(1) 12 months after the dismissal within 60 days after the final
disposition of the case if:

(A) the court does not make a determination of probable cause at the
time of arraignment or dismisses the charge at the time of arraignment; or

(B) the charge is dismissed before trial without prejudice; or

(2) at any time if the prosecuting attorney and the defendant stipulate
that the court may grant the petition to seal the record.

(b) If a party objects to sealing or expunging a record pursuant to this
section, the court shall schedule a hearing to determine if sealing or expunging
the record serves the interests of justice. The defendant and the prosecuting
attorney shall be the only parties in the matter.

(c), (d) [Repealed.]

(e) Unless either party objects in the interests of justice, the court shall
issue an order expunging a criminal history record related to the citation or
arrest of a person:

(1) not more than 45 days after within 60 days after the final disposition
of the case if:

(A) acquittal if the defendant is acquitted of the charges; or

(B) dismissal if the charge is dismissed with prejudice before trial;

(2) at any time if the prosecuting attorney and the defendant stipulate
that the court may grant the petition to expunge the record.

(f) Unless either party objects in the interests of justice, the court shall
issue an order to expunge a record sealed pursuant to subsection (a) or (g) of
this section after the statute of limitations has expired eight years after the date
on which the record was sealed.

(g) A person may file a petition with the court requesting sealing or
expungement of a criminal history record related to the citation or arrest of the
person at any time. The court shall grant the petition and issue an order
sealing or expunging the record if it finds that sealing or expunging the record
serves the interests of justice, or if the parties stipulate to sealing or
expungement of the record.
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(h) The court may expunge any records that were sealed pursuant to this
section prior to July 1, 2018 unless the State’s Attorney’s office that
prosecuted the case objects. Thirty days prior to expunging a record pursuant
to this subsection, the court shall provide to the State’s Attorney’s office that
prosecuted the case written notice of its intent to expunge the record.

Sec. 5. 13 V.S.A. § 7606 is amended to read:

§ 7606. EFFECT OF EXPUNGEMENT

(a) Upon entry of an expungement order, the order shall be legally
effective immediately and the person whose record is expunged shall be
treated in all respects as if he or she had never been arrested, convicted, or
sentenced for the offense. The court shall issue an order to expunge all records
and files related to the arrest, citation, investigation, charge, adjudication of
guilt, criminal proceedings, and probation related to the sentence. The court
shall issue the person a certificate stating that such person’s behavior after the
conviction has warranted the issuance of the order and that its effect is to annul
the record of arrest, conviction, and sentence. Order and notice. Upon finding
that the requirements for expungement have been met, the court shall issue an
order that shall include provisions that its effect is to annul the record of the
arrest, conviction, and sentence and that such person shall be treated in all
respects as if he or she had never been arrested, convicted, or sentenced for the
offense. The court shall provide notice of the expungement to the respondent,
Vermont Crime Information Center (VCIC), the arresting agency, and any
other entity that may have a record related to the order to expunge. The VCIC
shall provide notice of the expungement to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s National Crime Information Center.

(b) Effect.

(1) Upon entry of an expungement order, the order shall be legally
effective immediately and the person whose record is expunged shall be
treated in all respects as if he or she had never been arrested, convicted, or
sentenced for the offense.

(2) In any application for employment, license, or civil right or privilege
or in an appearance as a witness in any proceeding or hearing, a person may be
required to answer questions about a previous criminal history record only
with respect to arrests or convictions that have not been expunged.

(3) The response to an inquiry from any person regarding an expunged
record shall be that “NO CRIMINAL RECORD EXISTS.”

(4) Nothing in this section shall affect any right of the person whose
record has been expunged to rely on it as a bar to any subsequent proceedings
for the same offense.



954 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(c) Nothing in this section shall affect any right of the person whose record
has been expunged to rely on it as a bar to any subsequent proceedings for the
same offense Process.

(1) The court shall remove the expunged offense from any accessible
database that it maintains.

(2) Until all charges on a docket are expunged, the case file shall remain
publicly accessible.

(3) When all charges on a docket have been expunged, the case file shall
be destroyed pursuant to policies established by the Court Administrator.

(d) Special index.

(1) The court shall keep a special index of cases that have been
expunged together with the expungement order and the certificate issued
pursuant to this chapter. The index shall list only the name of the person
convicted of the offense, his or her date of birth, the docket number, and the
criminal offense that was the subject of the expungement.

(2) The special index and related documents specified in subdivision (1)
of this subsection shall be confidential and shall be physically and
electronically segregated in a manner that ensures confidentiality and that
limits access to authorized persons.

(3) Inspection of the expungement order and the certificate may be
permitted only upon petition by the person who is the subject of the case. The
Administrative Judge Chief Superior Judge may permit special access to the
index and the documents for research purposes pursuant to the rules for public
access to court records.

(4) All other court documents in a case that are subject to an
expungement order shall be destroyed [Repealed].

(5) The Court Administrator shall establish policies for implementing
this subsection.

(e) Upon receiving an inquiry from any person regarding an expunged
record, an entity shall respond that “NO RECORD EXISTS.”

Sec. 6. 13 V.S.A. § 7607 is amended to read:

§ 7607. EFFECT OF SEALING

(a) Order and notice. Upon entry of an order to seal, the order shall be
legally effective immediately and the person whose record is sealed shall be
treated in all respects as if he or she had never been arrested, convicted, or
sentenced for the offense. The court shall issue the person a certificate stating
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that such person’s behavior after the conviction has warranted the issuance of
the order and that its effect is to annul the record of arrest, conviction, and
sentence. The court shall provide notice of the sealing to the respondent,
Vermont Crime Information Center (VCIC), the arresting agency, and any
other entity that may have a record related to the order to seal. The VCIC
shall provide notice of the sealing to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
National Crime Information Center.

(b) Effect.

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (c) of this section, upon entry of a
sealing order, the order shall be legally effective immediately and the person
whose record is sealed shall be treated in all respects as if he or she had never
been arrested, convicted, or sentenced for the offense.

(2) In any application for employment, license, or civil right or privilege
or in an appearance as a witness in any proceeding or hearing, a person may be
required to answer questions about a previous criminal history record only
with respect to arrests or convictions that have not been sealed.

(3) The response to an inquiry from any member of the public regarding
a sealed record shall be that “NO CRIMINAL RECORD EXISTS.”

(c) Exceptions. Notwithstanding any other provision of law or a sealing
order:

(1) An entity that possesses a sealed record may continue to use it for
any litigation or claim arising out of the same incident or occurrence or
involving the same defendant.

(2) An entity A criminal justice agency as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2056a
may use the criminal history record sealed in accordance with section 7602 or
7603 of this title, regarding a person who was cited or arrested, for future
criminal investigations or prosecutions without limitation for criminal justice
purposes as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 2056a. A sealed record of a prior violation
of 23 V.S.A. § 1201(a) shall be admissible as a predicate offense for the
purpose of imposing an enhanced penalty for a subsequent violation of that
section, in accordance with the provisions of 23 V.S.A. § 1210.

(d) Upon receiving a sealing order, an entity shall: Process.

(1) seal the investigation or prosecution record; The court shall bar
viewing of the sealed offense in any accessible database that it maintains.

(2) enter a copy of the sealing order into the record; Until all charges on
a docket have been sealed, the case file shall remain publicly accessible.
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(3) flag the record as “SEALED” to prevent inadvertent disclosure of
sealed information; and When all charges on a docket have been sealed, the
case file shall become exempt from public access.

(4) upon receiving an inquiry from any person regarding a sealed record,
respond that “NO RECORD EXISTS.”

(e) Special index.

(1) The court shall keep a special index of cases that have been sealed
together with the sealing order. The index shall list only the name of the
person convicted of the offense, his or her date of birth, the docket number,
and the criminal offense that was the subject of the sealing.

(2) The special index and related documents specified in subdivision (1)
of this subsection shall be confidential and shall be physically and
electronically segregated in a manner that ensures confidentiality and that
limits access to authorized persons.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, inspection of the
sealing order may be permitted only upon petition by the person who is the
subject of the case. The Chief Superior Judge may permit special access to the
index and the documents for research purposes pursuant to the rules for public
access to court records.

(4) The Court Administrator shall establish policies for implementing
this subsection.

Sec. 7. 13 V.S.A. § 7610 is added to read:

§ 7610. CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD SEALING SPECIAL FUND

There is established the Criminal History Record Sealing Special Fund,
which shall be managed in accordance with 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5.
Fees collected pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1431(e) for the filing of a petition to
seal a criminal history record of a violation of 23 V.S.A. § 1201(a) shall be
deposited into and credited to this Fund. This Fund shall be available to the
Office of the Court Administrator, the Department of State’s Attorneys and
Sheriffs, the Department of Motor Vehicles, and the Vermont Crime
Information Center to offset the administrative costs of sealing such records.
Balances in the Fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be carried forward and
remain in the Fund.

Sec. 8. 23 V.S.A. § 1205 is amended to read:

§ 1205. CIVIL SUSPENSION; SUMMARY PROCEDURE

* * *
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(e) Effective date of suspension.

(1) First offense. Unless a hearing is requested, a suspension under this
section of the license of a person who the officer has reasonable grounds to
believe violated section 1201 of this title a first time becomes effective on the
11th day after the person receives notice or is deemed to have received notice
under subsection (c) of this section. If a hearing is requested, a suspension
shall not become effective unless the court orders a suspension after hearing as
provided in this section.

(2) Second or subsequent offense. A suspension of a person’s license
under this section shall become effective on the 11th day after the person
receives notice or is deemed to have received notice under subsection (c) of
this section if:

(A) the officer has reasonable grounds to believe the person has
violated section 1201 of this title; and

(B) after July 1, 1991 within the last 20 years, the person has:

(i) had his or her operator’s license suspended pursuant to this
section; or

(ii) been convicted of a violation of section 1201 of this title.

* * *

Sec. 9. 23 V.S.A. § 1210 is amended to read:

§ 1210. PENALTIES

(a) Screening. Before sentencing a defendant under this section, the Court
court may order that the defendant submit to an alcohol assessment screening.
Such a screening report may be considered at sentencing in the same manner
as a presentence report. At sentencing, the defendant may present relevant
evidence, including the results of any independent alcohol assessment which
that was conducted at the person’s own expense. Evidence regarding any such
screening or an alcohol assessment performed at the expense of the defendant
shall not be admissible for any other purpose without the defendant’s consent.

(b) First offense. A person who violates section 1201 of this title may be
fined not more than $750.00, or imprisoned for not more than two years, or
both.

(c) Second offense. A person convicted of violating section 1201 of this
title who has been convicted of another violation of that section within the last
20 years shall be fined not more than $1,500.00 or imprisoned not more than
two years, or both. At least 200 hours of community service shall be
performed, or 60 consecutive hours of the sentence of imprisonment shall be
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served and may not be suspended or deferred or served as a supervised
sentence, except that credit for a sentence of imprisonment may be received
for time served in a residential alcohol facility pursuant to sentence if the
program is successfully completed.

(d) Third offense. A person convicted of violating section 1201 of this title
who has previously been convicted two times of a violation of that section,
including at least one violation within the last 20 years, shall be fined not more
than $2,500.00 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both. At least 96
consecutive hours of the sentence of imprisonment shall be served and may not
be suspended or deferred or served as a supervised sentence, except that credit
for a sentence of imprisonment may be received for time served in a residential
alcohol facility pursuant to sentence if the program is successfully completed.
The Court court may impose a sentence that does not include a term of
imprisonment or that does not require that the 96 hours of imprisonment be
served consecutively only if the Court court makes written findings on the
record that such a sentence will serve the interests of justice and public safety.

(e)(1) Fourth or subsequent offense. A person convicted of violating
section 1201 of this title who has previously been convicted three or more
times of a violation of that section, including at least one violation within the
last 20 years, shall be fined not more than $5,000.00 or imprisoned not more
than 10 years, or both. At least 192 consecutive hours of the sentence of
imprisonment shall be served and may not be suspended or deferred or served
as a supervised sentence, except that credit for a sentence of imprisonment
may be received for time served in a residential alcohol treatment facility
pursuant to sentence if the program is successfully completed. The Court
court shall not impose a sentence that does not include a term of imprisonment
unless the Court court makes written findings on the record that there are
compelling reasons why such a sentence will serve the interests of justice and
public safety.

(2) The Department of Corrections shall provide alcohol and substance
abuse treatment, when appropriate, to any person convicted of a violation of
this subsection.

* * *

Sec. 10. 32 V.S.A. § 1431 is amended to read:

§ 1431. FEES IN SUPREME AND SUPERIOR COURTS

* * *

(e) Prior to the filing of any postjudgment motion in the Civil, Criminal, or
Environmental Division of the Superior Court, including motions to reopen
civil suspensions and motions for sealing or expungement in the Criminal
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Division pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 7602, or motions to reopen existing cases in
the Probate Division of the Superior Court, there shall be paid to the clerk of
the court for the benefit of the State a fee of $90.00 except for small claims
actions and estates. A filing fee of $90.00 shall be paid to the clerk of the
court for a civil petition for minor settlements. The $90.00 filing fee shall
apply for a motion to seal a criminal history record of a violation of 23 V.S.A.
§ 1201(a) pursuant to 13 V.S.A. § 7602(a)(1)(C), but shall not apply for any
other motion to seal or expunge a criminal history record pursuant to 13
V.S.A. § 7602.

* * *

Sec. 11. VERMONT SENTENCING COMMISSION; COUNCIL OF STATE
GOVERNMENTS; JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE;
REPORTS ON EXPUNGEMENT AND SEALING

During the 2019 legislative interim:

(1) the Vermont Sentencing Commission, established under 13 V.S.A.
§ 5451, shall conduct a comprehensive assessment of the statutes governing
the expungement and sealing of criminal history records in Vermont, including
reviewing the crimes eligible for expungement or sealing, the process by
which criminal history records are expunged or sealed, the mechanism by
which expunged or sealed records are indexed, and the effect of sealing or
expungement. As a part of its assessment, the Commission shall evaluate all
Vermont civil offenses and the crime of negligent operation of a motor vehicle
under 23 V.S.A. § 1091(a) for their suitability for expungement or sealing
eligibility.

(2) on or before November 1, 2019, the Commission shall report to the
Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee and the House and Senate
Committees on Judiciary with recommendations regarding:

(A) improvements to the expungement and sealing process; and

(B) any additional crimes or civil offenses appropriate for
expungement or sealing eligibility.

(3) the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee, working with the
Council of State Governments Justice Center, shall conduct a review of the
Vermont statutes governing expungement and sealing of criminal history
records and develop a comprehensive policy to help individuals with a
criminal record overcome barriers to employment and licensing through
clearing their records. Any recommendations for reform of the expungement
and sealing chapter and other relevant statutes shall be introduced in the form
of proposed legislation for the 2020 legislative session.
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Sec. 12. SURCHARGES STUDY GROUP

During the 2019 legislative interim, the Vermont Center for Crime Victim
Services, the Office of the Court Administrator, Vermont Legal Aid, and a
representative of the special investigative units created pursuant to 24 V.S.A.
§ 1940 shall examine the issue of requiring a petitioner to pay outstanding
surcharges prior to a court granting an expungement or sealing petition. On or
before October 15, 2019, the group shall report to the Joint Legislative Justice
Oversight Committee with its findings and any recommendations for
legislative action.

Sec. 13. REVIEW OF PROSTITUTION AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING
LAWS

The Attorney General’s Office, the Center for Crime Victim Services, and
the Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, in consultation with other
entities with expertise in these issues, shall review 13 V.S.A. chapter 59,
subchapter 2 (prostitution) and 13 V.S.A. chapter 60 (human trafficking),
13 V.S.A. § 1311 (unlawful sheltering; aiding a runaway), and 33 V.S.A.
§ 5304 (designated shelters for runaway children) for the purpose of making
recommendations to the General Assembly regarding modernization of these
laws and employment of best practices in addressing the issue of prostitution
and human trafficking. The group shall also make a recommendation as to
whether 13 V.S.A. § 2658 (motion to vacate by victim of human trafficking)
should be amended to allow a person to file a motion to vacate a conviction for
any criminal offense if it was obtained as a result of the moving party’s having
been a victim of human trafficking. The group shall report its
recommendations to the General Assembly not later than October 15, 2019.
Recommendations may be made through proposed legislation and do not
require a report.

Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019, except that Sec. 3 (expungement
and sealing of record; postconviction; procedure) shall take effect on
October 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Campion, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary.

Senator Sears, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary.
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Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 533.

Senator Clarkson, for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, to which was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to workforce development.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Workforce Training; Vermont Training Program * * *

Sec. 1. VERMONT TRAINING PROGRAM; WORKFORCE TRAINING
ALLOCATIONS

(a) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall allocate
Vermont Training Program funding to increase by 10 percent in each of the
next two years:

(1) the number of trainees who receive a credential of value or
participate in a registered apprenticeship; and

(2) the amount of training funds provided to businesses with 50 or fewer
employees.

(b) In its annual report submitted pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 531(k) the
Agency shall specifically address:

(1) whether it was able to achieve the allocations specified in subsection
(a) of this section, and if not, the reasons;

(2) the distribution of training funds by the number of employees of
each business that benefitted from training;

(3) the distribution of training funds that resulted in an employee
obtaining a credential of value or apprenticeship; and

(4) the extent to which the Program benefitted businesses with 50 or
fewer employees.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 531 is amended to read:

§ 531. THE VERMONT TRAINING PROGRAM

* * *
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(k) Annually on or before January 15, the Secretary shall submit a report to
the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and the
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs.
In addition to the reporting requirements under section 540 of this title, the
report shall identify:

(1) all active and completed contracts and grants;

(2) from among the following, the category the training addressed:

(A) preemployment training or other training for a new employee to
begin a newly created position with the employer;

(B) preemployment training or other training for a new employee to
begin in an existing position with the employer;

(C) training for an incumbent employee who, upon completion of
training, assumes a newly created position with the employer;

(D) training for an incumbent employee who, upon completion of
training assumes a different position with the employer;

(E) training for an incumbent employee to upgrade skills;

(3) for the training identified in subdivision (2) of this subsection
whether the training is onsite on-site or classroom-based;

(4) the number of employees served;

(5) the average wage by employer;

(6) any waivers granted;

(7) the identity of the employer, or, if unknown at the time of the report,
the category of employer;

(8) the identity of each training provider;

(9) whether training results in a wage increase for a trainee, and the
amount of increase; and

(10) the aggregated median wage of employees invoiced for training
during the reporting period;

(11) the percentage median growth in wages for all wage earners in the
State during the reporting period; and

(12) the number, type, and description of grants for work-based learning
programs and activities awarded pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.
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Sec. 3. WORKFORCE TRAINING; PRIORITY SECTORS

The Department of Labor shall work with qualified training providers to
increase the availability of training programs that lead to a credential of value
in the health care, construction, manufacturing, and child care sectors, as
follows:

(1) The Department shall coordinate with the Office of Economic
Opportunity within the Department for Children and Families to support
training opportunities for individuals interested in becoming employed in the
home or commercial weatherization industry, including:

(A) recruiting Vermonters who are eligible for funding under the
federal Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act to participate in training
programs;

(B) identifying operations for weatherization training programs; and

(C) providing stipends and wage subsidies for training participants if
funding is available.

(2) The Department shall coordinate with the Child Development
Division within the Department for Children and Families to support training
opportunities for new or incumbent workers in the field of early care and
learning.

(3) The Department shall work to connect health care, long term care,
and mental health providers with postsecondary education providers, including
adult career and technical education, to expand pre-apprenticeships, registered
apprenticeships, and other occupational training programs in health care.

Sec. 4. 16 V.S.A. § 2846 is amended to read:

§ 2846. NONDEGREE ADVANCEMENT GRANTS

(a) The Corporation may establish grant programs an advancement grant
program for residents pursuing nondegree education and training opportunities
who do not meet the definition of student in subdivision 2822(3) of this title,
and who may not meet the requirements of this subchapter.

(b) Nondegree Advancement grants may be used at institutions that are not
approved postsecondary education institutions.

(c) The Corporation may adopt rules or establish policies, procedures,
standards, and forms for nondegree advancement grants, including the
requirements for applying for and using the grants and the eligibility
requirements for the institutions where the grants may be used.
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Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 546 is added to read:

§ 546. STATE POSTSECONDARY ATTAINMENT GOAL

(a) It is the policy of the State of Vermont to:

(1) promote awareness of career pathways and the value of
postsecondary education and training;

(2) expand access to postsecondary education and training to students of
all ages;

(3) increase completion of postsecondary education and training
programs by ensuring that Vermonters have the supports they need to succeed;
and

(4) maximize partnerships across employment sectors to assist the State
in achieving its labor force and education goals.

(b) It shall be the goal of the State of Vermont that not less than 70 percent
of Vermonters will hold a credential of value by the year 2025.

* * * Postsecondary Career and Technical Education * * *

Sec. 6. POSTSECONDARY CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
SYSTEM

(a) Findings; purpose.

(1) Findings. The General Assembly finds:

(A) Like many rural states, Vermont faces demographic realities
that have resulted in an historically low unemployment rate and created
obstacles for employers that seek to hire and retain enough fully trained
employees.

(B) Notwithstanding this high employer demand, due to rapidly
changing technology and evolving business needs, potential employees may
lack the particular skills and training necessary to qualify for available jobs.

(C) In order to assist employers and employees in matching demand
to requisite skills, Vermont has a broad diversity of adult workforce
education and training programs offered by multiple providers, including
programs administered or funded by State government, educational
institutions, and business-lead groups such as the Vermont Talent Pipeline
Management Project. The State should continue to work closely with these
providers to identify and meet the needs of employers and employees.

(2) Purpose. Consistent with the goals and purposes of 2018 Acts and
Resolves No. 189, pursuant to which the State Workforce Development
Board and other stakeholders are currently engaged in planning the design
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and implementation of a fully integrated workforce development system, it is
the purpose of the General Assembly to explore the creation of a fully
integrated adult career and technical education system that:

(A) provides Vermonters throughout the State with high quality
programs that are standardized, replicable, and offered with regularity and
consistency;

(B) coordinates, or integrates where appropriate, the many
programs and providers to maximize the efficient use of training resources;
and

(C) features a governance structure that provides consistency across
the system whenever appropriate, but also provides the flexibility necessary
to respond to local and regional workforce demands.

(b) Report. On or before January 15, 2020, the Department of Labor shall
design a coordinated plan for an integrated postsecondary career and technical
education system, and shall provide a progress report and request for any
necessary legislative changes to the House and Senate committees of
jurisdiction, in consultation with the following stakeholders:

(1) the Agency of Education;

(2) the Agency of Commerce and Community Development;

(3) the Agency of Human Services;

(4) the Vermont State Colleges;

(5) the State Workforce Development Board;

(6) the Vermont Adult Technical Education Association;

(7) the Vermont Association of Career and Technical Education
Directors;

(8) the regional development corporations;

(9) Vermont employers and industry organizations;

(10) the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation; and

(11) the Vermont Superintendents Association.

* * * Military Recruitment * * *

Sec. 7. MILITARY RECRUITMENT PROGRAM

(a) The Department of Labor shall work with the Vermont National Guard
and public and private employers to design and implement an on-site military
base and installation recruitment program that encourages service members
separating from military service to relocate to Vermont.
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(b) The Department shall coordinate with the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development to support marketing and outreach for recruitment
events.

(c) The Department shall report to the House Committees on Commerce
and Economic Development and on Appropriations and to the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on
Appropriations concerning implementation and outcomes of this program
during the 2020 legislative session.

* * * Workforce Training and Credentialing; Nurse Educators;
New Americans; Workers with Barriers to Employment * * *

Sec. 8. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION; REPORT

(a) The Office of Professional Regulation, in consultation with the Vermont
Board of Nursing, Vermont State Colleges, the University of Vermont,
Norwich University, and other interested stakeholders, shall review statutory,
regulatory, and accreditation standards for nursing programs within the State
and nationally with the purpose of identifying barriers to recruitment and
retention of nurse educators in nursing education programs.

(b) The Office of Professional Regulation shall evaluate the
appropriateness of the level of credential and experience currently required for
nurse educators in clinical settings.

(c) On or before December 15, 2019, the Office of Professional Regulation
shall report its findings, including recommendations for any statutory or
regulatory changes, or economic development initiatives, to facilitate
recruitment and retention of nurse faculty, to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development and on Government Operations and to
the Senate Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs and on Government Operations.

Sec. 9. SUPPORTING NEW AMERICANS IN THE WORKFORCE

(a) The State of Vermont shall take steps necessary to provide support to
employers and to New Americans in the Vermont workforce as follows:

(1) The Department of Labor shall simplify the process and reduce
barriers for employers seeking to access Department funding for English
language classes.

(2) The Department of Labor shall work with U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) Vermont to increase employers’ awareness
of free services available through USCRI Vermont, including on site English
language classes.
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(3) The Department of Labor shall develop and make available to
employers a collection of best practices for addressing the unique language,
transportation, cultural, and other challenges New Americans face in the
workforce.

(4) The Department of Labor, in collaboration with the Community
College of Vermont or other partners, shall explore the development of a work
readiness certificate or program for New American employees.

(5) The Department of Labor, in collaboration with the Vermont
Chamber of Commerce or other partners, shall explore the development of a
“Diversity, Equity, and Inclusivity” certificate or program, or similar initiative,
for employers seeking to establish a New American–friendly workplace.

(6) The Department of Labor, in collaboration with the Department of
Human Resources, shall explore measures to ensure that the State’s Employee
Assistance Program offers services and support that is responsive to the
particular pressures and challenges facing New Americans. The Departments
shall share best practices with private employers that offer similar employee
assistance programs.

(7) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall
explore whether State marketing funds should be targeted to New Americans
in other states to inform them of Vermont’s inclusive workplace practices and
employment opportunities.

(b) To the extent not otherwise addressed in its work pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section, the Department shall assess:

(1) recommendations identified in relevant studies and reports;

(2) cultural competency support needed in Vermont’s employment
settings;

(3) training, apprenticeship, and mentorship needs and opportunities;

(4) tools and supports needed for refugees to effectively apply
preexisting educational and professional credentials in Vermont settings; and

(5) additional supports needed to ensure employment opportunities,
including child care and transportation.

(c) The State entities named in subsection (a) of this section shall report to
the General Assembly concerning the implementation of this section on or
before January 15, 2020.
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Sec. 10. CORRECTIONS; WORKFORCE TRAINING

(a) The Department of Corrections, the Department of Labor, the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation, and the Department of Economic Development
shall work together and with other relevant partners to develop an outreach
strategy to provide Vermont employers with information, strategies, and best
practices in hiring and retaining employees who are New Americans, in
recovery from substance misuse, or have been involved with the justice
system. The outreach strategy will include components related to:

(1) minimizing barriers for offenders to obtaining and maintaining
employment; and

(2) minimizing the impact of program and supervision requirements on
the offender’s employment, including monitoring and facilitating compliance
with Department of Corrections case plan goals based on best practices and
consistent with public safety.

(b) On or before December 1, 2019, the Departments of Corrections and
Labor shall report to the House Committees on Commerce and Economic
Development and on Corrections and Institutions and to the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on
Institutions concerning the implementation of this section.

* * * Relocation Incentives * * *

Sec. 11. NEW WORKER RELOCATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM

(a) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall design
and implement the New Worker Relocation Incentive Program, which shall
include a simple certification process to certify new workers and certify
qualifying expenses for a grant under this section.

(b) A new worker may be eligible for a grant under the Program for
qualifying expenses in the amount of not more than $7,500.00, consistent with
the following limitations, and subject to available funding and procedures the
Agency adopts to implement the program:

(1) A base grant for relocation to any area in Vermont shall be
$5,000.00.

(2) A grant for relocation to a designated labor market area may be
enhanced, not to exceed $7,500.00.

(3) The Agency shall assess applications on a rolling basis and give first
priority, at any point in the application process, to workers in identified
priority sectors, which may include health care, early child care and learning,
lodging and restaurant industry, manufacturing, technology, and construction
trades.
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(4) A new worker may apply for a grant beginning January 1, 2020 and
shall be paid when proof of residency and tax liability reaches the equivalent
of the amount claimed.

(5) A remote worker may apply for a grant under the Program when all
funds from the New Remote Worker Grant Program created in 2018 Acts and
Resolves No. 197, Sec. 1 are encumbered.

(c) The Agency shall:

(1) adopt procedures for implementing the Program;

(2) promote awareness of the Program, including through coordination
with relevant trade groups and by integration into the Agency’s economic
development marketing campaigns; and

(3) adopt measurable goals, performance measures, and an audit
strategy to assess the utilization and performance of the Program.

(d) As used in this section:

(1) “New worker” means an individual who:

(A)(i) is a full-time employee of a business with its domicile or
primary place of business outside Vermont and performs the majority of his or
her employment duties remotely from a home office or a coworking space
located in this State; or

(ii) is a full-time employee of a business located in Vermont; and

(B) becomes a full-time resident of this State on or after January 1,
2020.

(2) “Qualifying expenses” mean actual costs that a new worker
incurs for:

(A) moving expenses;

(B) payment of student loan debt;

(C) down payment assistance; and

(D) initial rental deposits.

(e) On or before October 1, 2020, the Agency shall submit a report to the
House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and the Senate
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs
concerning the implementation of this section, including:

(1) a description of the procedures adopted to implement the Program;

(2) the promotion and marketing of the Program;
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(3) any additional recommendations for qualifying new worker
expenses or qualifying workers that should be eligible under the Program, and

(4) any recommendations for the maximum amount of the grant.

* * * Business Portal * * *

Sec. 12. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 196, Sec. 1 is amended to read:

Sec. 1. SIMPLIFYING GOVERNMENT FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

(a) The Secretary of State shall serve as the chair of a steering committee,
composed of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Commerce and
Community Development, and the Secretary of Digital Services or their
designees.

(b) The Secretary of State, in collaboration with the steering committee,
and in collaboration with other State agencies and departments and interested
stakeholders as necessary, shall:

(1) review and consider the necessary procedural and substantive steps
to enhance the Secretary of State’s one-stop business portal for businesses,
entrepreneurs, and citizens to provide information about starting and operating
a business in Vermont; and

(2) submit on or before December 15, 2018 2019:

(A) a design proposal that includes a project scope, timeline,
roadmap, and cost projections; and

(B) any statutory or regulatory changes needed to implement the
proposal; and

(C) a sustainable funding model for the portal.

(c) The steering committee shall evaluate the cost and efficacy, and
integrate into the current one-stop portal to the extent feasible, features that:

(1) enhance State websites to simplify registrations and provide a clear
compilation of other State business requirements, including permits and
licenses;

(2) simplify the mechanism for making payments to the State by
allowing a person to pay amounts he or she owes to the State for taxes, fees, or
other charges to a single recipient within State government;

(3) simplify annual filing requirements by allowing a person to make a
single filing to a single recipient within State government and check a box if
nothing substantive has changed from the prior year;
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(4) provide guidance, assistance with navigation, and other support to
persons who are forming or operating a small business;

(5) after registration, provide information about additional and ongoing
State requirements and a point of contact to discuss questions or explore any
assistance needed;

(6) provide guidance and information about State and federal programs
and initiatives, as well as State partner organizations and Vermont-based
businesses of interest; and

(7) map communication channels for project updates, including digital
channels such as e-mail, social media, and other communications.

(d) State agencies and departments shall provide assistance to the steering
committee upon its request.

(e) The steering committee shall focus its review on providing services
through the one-stop business portal primarily for the benefit of businesses
with 20 or fewer employees.

(f) The Agency of Digital Services shall assign a project manager or
business analyst to report directly to the Secretary of State to assist with the
implementation of this act through June 30, 2019 2020 for the purpose of
developing and implementing a one-stop navigable portal for businesses,
entrepreneurs, and citizens to access information about starting a business in
Vermont, and to provide ongoing support to businesses interfacing with State
government.

* * * Agency of Commerce and Community Development;
Structure and Organization * * *

Sec. 13. AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT; STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION;
REPORT

On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Commerce and Community
Development shall review and report to the House Committees on Commerce
and Economic Development and on Appropriations and to the Senate
Committees on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs and on
Appropriations concerning the organization of the Agency’s workforce
recruitment efforts and related functions.

* * * Appropriations * * *

Sec. 14. APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In fiscal year 2020 the following amounts are appropriated from the
General Fund as follows:
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(1) $1,725,000.00 to the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development:

(A) $225,000.00 to identify, recruit, and provide relocation assistance
to workers, including:

(i) identifying target audiences;

(ii) targeting through digital and social media;

(iii) executing the State’s core Economic Development Marketing
Plan through paid, owned, and earned media, utilizing technology, data, and
analysis tools; and

(iv) implementing strategies that convert visitors to residents and
awarding grants for regional partnerships to help recruitment efforts at the
local and regional levels; and

(B) $1,500,000.00 to provide incentives that assist workers and
families relocating to Vermont under the New Worker Relocation Incentive
Program created in Sec. 11 of this act; and

(2) $275,000.00 to the Department of Labor to expand opportunities for
apprenticeships, training, and postsecondary career and technical education
through the workforce education and training fund created in 10 V.S.A. § 543
and to perform its duties pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 540(1).

(b) Of the amounts appropriated to the Department of Labor for the
workforce education and training fund created in 10 V.S.A. § 543, the
Department shall use $70,000.00 to design a coordinated plan for an integrated
postsecondary career and technical education system pursuant to Sec. 6 of this
act and to provide services and support for New Americans pursuant to Sec. 9
of this act.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019, except that Sec. 6 (postsecondary
career and technical education system) shall take effect on passage.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Starr, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House that the
bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs with the following amendment
thereto:
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By striking out Sec. 14 and its reader assistance in their entireties and
inserting lieu thereof the following:

* * * Duties Contingent on Funding * * *

Sec. 14. DUTIES CONTINGENT ON FUNDING

The following duties imposed in this act are contingent upon the
appropriation of funds in fiscal year 2020 from the General Fund for the
purposes specified:

(1) the duty of the Agency of Commerce and Community Development
to design and implement the New Worker Relocation Incentive Program
pursuant to Sec. 11 of this act; and

(2) the duties of the Department of Labor to design a coordinated plan
for an integrated postsecondary career and technical education system pursuant
to Sec. 6 of this act and to provide services and support for New Americans
pursuant to Sec. 9 of this act.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of proposal of amendment of the Committee
on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs was amended as
recommended by the Committee on Appropriations.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the proposal of amendment as
recommended by the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, as amended be agreed to?, Senator Pollina moved that the
recommendation of amendment be amended by striking out Sec. 11 in its
entirety.

Which was disagreed to.

Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, as amended, was
agreed to and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Senator Mazza Assumes the Chair

Senator Ashe Resumes the Chair

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 541.

Senator Cummings, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
House bill entitled:
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An act relating to changes that affect the revenue of the State.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Income Taxes * * *

* * * Capital Gains Exclusion * * *

Sec. 1. 32 V.S.A. § 5811 is amended to read:

§ 5811. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply throughout this chapter unless the
context requires otherwise:

* * *

(21) “Taxable income” means, in the case of an individual, federal
adjusted gross income determined without regard to 26 U.S.C. § 168(k) and:

* * *

(B) Decreased by the following items of income (to the extent such
income is included in federal adjusted gross income):

* * *

(ii) with respect to adjusted net capital gain income as defined in
26 U.S.C. § 1(h) reduced by the total amount of any qualified dividend
income: either the first $5,000.00 of such adjusted net capital gain income; or
40 percent of adjusted net capital gain income from the sale of assets held by
the taxpayer for more than three years, except not adjusted net capital gain
income from:

(I) the sale of any real estate or portion of real estate used by
the taxpayer as a primary or nonprimary residence; or

(II) the sale of depreciable personal property other than farm
property and standing timber; or stocks or bonds publicly traded or traded on
an exchange, or any other financial instruments; regardless of whether sold by
an individual or business; and provided that the total amount of decrease under
this subdivision (21)(B)(ii) shall not exceed 40 percent of federal taxable
income or $250,000.00, whichever is less;

* * *

(28) “Taxable income” means, in the case of an estate or a trust, federal
taxable income determined without regard to 26 U.S.C. § 168(k) and:

* * *
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(B) decreased by the following items of income:

* * *

(ii) with respect to adjusted net capital gain income as defined in
26 U.S.C. § 1(h), reduced by the total amount of any qualified dividend
income: either the first $5,000.00 of such adjusted net capital gain income; or
40 percent of adjusted net capital gain income from the sale of assets held by
the taxpayer for more than three years, except not adjusted net capital gain
income from:

(I) the sale of any real estate or portion of real estate used by
the taxpayer as a primary or nonprimary residence; or

(II) the sale of depreciable personal property other than farm
property and standing timber; or stocks or bonds publicly traded or traded on
an exchange, or any other financial instruments; regardless of whether sold by
an individual or business; and provided that the total amount of decrease under
this subdivision (28)(B)(ii) shall not exceed 40 percent of federal taxable
income or $250,000.00, whichever is less; and

* * *

* * * Medical Deduction * * *

Sec. 2. 32 V.S.A. § 5811(21) is amended to read:

(21) “Taxable income” means, in the case of an individual, federal
adjusted gross income determined without regard to 26 U.S.C. § 168(k) and:

* * *

(C) Decreased by the following exemptions and deductions:

(i) a personal exemption of $4,150.00 per person for the taxpayer,
for the spouse or the deceased spouse of the taxpayer whose filing status under
section 5822 of this chapter is married filing a joint return or surviving spouse,
and for each individual qualifying as a dependent of the taxpayer under
26 U.S.C. § 152, provided that no exemption may be claimed for an individual
who is a dependent of another taxpayer;

(ii) a standard deduction determined as follows:

(I) for taxpayers whose filing status under section 5822 of this
chapter is unmarried (other than surviving spouses or heads of households) or
married filing separate returns, $6,000.00;

(II) for taxpayers whose filing status under section 5822 of this
chapter is head of household, $9,000.00;
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(III) for taxpayers whose filing status under section 5822 of
this chapter is married filing joint return or surviving spouse, $12,000.00;

(iii) an additional deduction of $1,000.00 for each federal
deduction under 26 U.S.C. § 63(f) that the taxpayer qualified for and received;
and

(iv) an amount equal to the itemized deduction for medical
expenses taken at the federal level by the taxpayer, under 26 U.S.C. § 213,
minus the amount of the Vermont standard deduction and Vermont personal
exemptions taken by the taxpayer under this subdivision (C).

(D) the The dollar amounts of the personal exemption allowed under
subdivision (i) of this subdivision (21)(C) of this subdivision (21), the standard
deduction allowed under subdivision (ii) of this subdivision (21)(C) of this
subdivision (21), and the additional deduction allowed under subdivision (iii)
of this subdivision (21)(C) of this subdivision (21) shall be adjusted annually
for inflation by the Commissioner of Taxes beginning with taxable year 2018
by using the Consumer Price Index and the same methodology as used for
adjustments under 26 U.S.C. § 1(f)(3); provided, however, that as used in this
subdivision, “consumer price index” means the last Consumer Price Index for
All Urban Consumers published by the U.S. Department of Labor.

* * * Personal Income Tax Rates * * *

Sec. 3. 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. H.2 is amended
to read:

Sec. H.2 PERSONAL INCOME TAX RATES

(a) 2009 Spec. Sess. Acts and Resolves No. 2, Sec. 20 is repealed.

(b) For taxable year 2018 and after, income tax rates under 32 V.S.A.
§ 5822(a)(1)–(5), after taking into consideration any inflation adjustments to
taxable income as required by 32 V.S.A. § 5822(b)(2), shall be as follows:

(1) taxable income that without the passage of this act would have been
subject to a rate of 3.55 percent shall be taxed at the rate of 3.35 percent
instead;

(2) taxable income that without the passage of this act would have been
subject to a rate of 6.80 percent shall be taxed at the rate of 6.60 percent
instead;

(3) taxable income that without the passage of this act would have been
subject to a rate of 7.80 percent shall be taxed at the rate of 7.60 percent
instead;.
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(4) taxable income that without the passage of this act would have been
subject to a rate of 8.80 percent or 8.95 percent shall be taxed at the rate of
8.75 percent instead; the tax brackets for taxable income taxed at 8.80 percent
and 8.95 percent in taxable year 2017 shall be combined to be taxed at a rate
of 8.75 percent for taxable year 2018 and after.

(c) For taxable year 2018 only, income tax rates under 32 V.S.A.
§ 5822(a)(1)–(5), after taking into consideration any inflation adjustments to
taxable income as required by 32 V.S.A. § 5822(b)(2), shall be as follows:
taxable income that without the passage of this act would have been subject to
a rate of 8.80 percent or 8.95 percent shall be taxed at the rate of 8.75 percent
instead; the tax brackets for taxable income taxed at 8.80 percent and
8.95 percent in taxable year 2017 shall be combined to be taxed at a rate of
8.75 percent for taxable year 2018.

(d) For taxable year 2019 and after, income tax rates under 32 V.S.A.
§ 5822(a)(1)–(5), after taking into consideration any inflation adjustments to
taxable income as required by 32 V.S.A. § 5822(b)(2), shall be as follows:

(1) the tax brackets for taxable year 2019 and after shall revert to the
five-bracket structure used in taxable year 2017, after taking into consideration
any inflation adjustments to taxable income as required by 32 V.S.A.
§ 5822(b)(2);

(2) taxable income taxed at 8.80 percent in taxable year 2017 shall be
subject to a rate of 8.75 in taxable year 2019 and after, and taxable income
subject to a rate of 8.95 percent in taxable year 2017 shall be subject to a rate
of 8.90 in taxable year 2019 and after.

(c)(e) When preparing the Vermont Statutes Annotated for publication,
the Office of Legislative Council shall revise the tables in 32 V.S.A.
§ 5822(a)(1)–(5) to reflect the changes to the tax rates and tax brackets made
in this section.

* * * Tax Credit Affordable Housing; Down Payment Assistance * * *

Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 5930u is amended to read:

§ 5930u. TAX CREDIT FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Affordable housing project” or “project” means:

(A) a rental housing project identified in 26 U.S.C. § 42(g); or

(B) owner-occupied housing identified in 26 U.S.C. § 143 (c)(1) or
that qualifies under Vermont Housing Finance Agency criteria governing
owner-occupied housing.
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(2) “Affordable housing tax credits” means the tax credit provided by
this subchapter.

(3) “Allocating agency” or “Agency” means the Vermont Housing
Finance Agency.

(4) “Committee” means the Joint Committee on Tax Credits consisting
of five members: a representative from the Department of Housing and
Community Affairs Development, the Vermont Housing and Conservation
Board, the Vermont Housing Finance Agency, the Vermont State Housing
Authority, and the Office of the Governor.

(5) “Credit certificate” means a certificate issued by the allocating
agency to a taxpayer that specifies the amount of affordable housing tax credits
that can be applied against the taxpayer’s individual or corporate income tax,
or franchise, captive insurance premium, or insurance premium tax liability as
provided in this subchapter.

(6) “Eligible applicant” means any municipality, private sector
developer, State agency as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6301a, the Vermont Housing
Finance Agency, a for-profit organization, or a nonprofit organization
qualifying under 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) or cooperative housing organization,
the purpose of which is to create and retain affordable housing for Vermonters
with lower income and which that has in its bylaws a requirement that the
housing the organization creates be maintained as affordable housing for
Vermonters with lower income on a perpetual basis or that meets the
application requirements of the allocation plan.

(7) “Eligible cash contribution” means an amount of cash:

(A) contributed to the owner, developer, or sponsor of an affordable
housing project and determined by the allocating agency as eligible for
affordable housing tax credits; or

(B) paid to the Agency in connection with the purchase of affordable
housing tax credits.

(8) “Section 42 credits” means tax credit provided by 26 U.S.C.
§§ 38 and 42.

(9) “Allocation plan” means the plan recommended by the Committee
and approved by the Vermont Housing Finance Agency, which sets forth the
eligibility requirements and process for selection of eligible rental housing
projects to receive affordable housing tax credits and eligible owner-occupied
housing projects to receive loans or grants under this section. The allocation
plan shall include:
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(A) requirements for creation and retention of affordable housing for
persons with low income; and

(B) requirements to ensure that eligible rental housing is maintained
as affordable by subsidy covenant, as defined in 27 V.S.A. § 610 on a
perpetual basis and that eligible owner-occupied housing or program funds for
owner-occupied housing remain as an affordable housing source for future
owners or buyers, and meets all other requirements of the Vermont Housing
Finance Agency related to affordable housing.

(10) “Taxpayer” means a taxpayer who makes an eligible cash
contribution or the assignee or transferee of or successor to such taxpayer as
determined by the Department of Taxes.

(b) Eligible tax credit allocations.

(1) Affordable housing credit allocation for rental housing.

(A) An eligible applicant may apply to the allocating agency for an
allocation of affordable rental housing tax credits under this section related to
an affordable housing project authorized by the allocating agency under the
allocation plan. In the case of a specific affordable rental housing project,
the eligible applicant shall also be the owner or a person having the right to
acquire ownership of the building and shall apply prior to placement of the
affordable housing project in service. In the case of owner-occupied housing
units, the applicant shall ensure that the allocated housing or program funds
remain as an affordable housing resource for future owners. The allocating
agency shall issue a letter of approval if it finds that the applicant meets the
priorities, criteria, and other provisions of subdivision (B) of this
subdivision (b)(1) The burden of proof shall be on the applicant.

(B) Upon receipt of a completed application, the allocating agency
shall award an allocation of affordable housing tax credits with respect to a
project to an applicant, provided the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction
of the allocating agency all of the following:

(i) The owner of the project has received from the allocating
agency a binding commitment for, a reservation or allocation of, or an out-of-
cap determination letter for, Section 42 credits, or meets the requirements of
the allocation plan for development or financing of units to be owner-
occupied.

(ii) The project has received community support.

(2) Affordable housing credit allocation for loans or grants for owner-
occupied housing.
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(A) The Vermont Housing Finance Agency shall have the authority
to allocate affordable housing tax credits to provide funds to make loans or
grants to eligible applicants for affordable owner-occupied housing. An
eligible applicant may apply to the allocating agency for a loan or grant under
this section related to an affordable owner-occupied housing project authorized
by the allocating agency under the allocation plan. In the case of a specific
affordable owner-occupied housing project, the eligible applicants shall also be
the owner or a person having the right to acquire ownership of the unit and
shall apply prior to sale of the unit to the homeowner.

(B) The Agency shall require that the loan or grant recipient use such
funds to maintain the unit as an affordable owner-occupied unit or as an
affordable housing source for future owners or buyers.

(C) The Agency shall use the proceeds of loans or grants made under
subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section for future loans or grants to eligible
applicants for affordable owner-occupied housing projects.

(D) The Agency may assign its rights under any loan or grant made
under subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section to the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board or any State agency or nonprofit organization qualifying
under 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) provided such assignee acknowledges and agrees
to comply with the provisions of subdivision (b)(2) of this section.

(3) Down Payment Assistance Program.

(A) The Vermont Housing Finance Agency shall have the authority
to allocate affordable housing tax credits to finance down payment assistance
loans that meet the following requirements:

(i) the loan is made in connection with a mortgage through an
Agency program;

(ii) the borrower is a first-time homebuyer home buyer of an
owner-occupied primary residence; and

(iii) the borrower uses the loan for the borrower’s down payment
or closing costs, or both.

(B) The Agency shall require the borrower to repay the loan upon the
transfer or refinance of the residence.

(C) The Agency shall use the proceeds of loans made under the
Program for future down payment assistance.

(c) Amount of credit. A taxpayer who makes an eligible cash contribution
shall be entitled to claim against the taxpayer’s individual income, corporate,
franchise, captive insurance premium, or insurance premium tax liability a
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credit in an amount specified on the taxpayer’s credit certificate. The first-
year allocation of a credit amount to a taxpayer shall also be deemed an
allocation of the same amount in each of the following four years.

(d) Availability of credit. The amount of affordable housing tax credit
allocated with respect to a project set forth on the taxpayer’s credit certificate
shall be available to the taxpayer every year for five consecutive tax years,
beginning with the tax year in which the eligible cash contribution is made.
Total tax credits available to the taxpayer shall be the amount of the first-year
allocation plus the succeeding four years’ deemed allocations.

(e) Claim for credit. A taxpayer claiming affordable housing tax credits
shall submit with each return on which such credit is claimed a copy of the
allocating agency’s credit allocation to the affordable housing project and the
taxpayer’s credit certificate and with respect to credits issued under
subdivision (b)(1), a copy of the allocating agency’s credit allocation to the
affordable housing project. Any unused affordable housing tax credit may be
carried forward to reduce the taxpayer’s tax liability for no more than
14 succeeding tax years, following the first year the affordable housing tax
credit is allowed.

(f) [Repealed.]

(g)(1) In any fiscal year, the allocating agency may award up to:

(A) $400,000.00 in total first-year credit allocations to all applicants
for rental housing projects, for an aggregate limit of $2,000,000.00 over any
given five-year period that credits are available under this subdivision (A);

* * *

(2) In any fiscal year, total first-year credit allocations under subdivision
(1) of this subsection plus succeeding-year deemed allocations shall not exceed
$3,500,000.00 If the full amount of first-year credits authorized by an award
are not allocated to a taxpayer, the Agency may reclaim the amount not
allocated and re-award such allocations to other applicants, and such re-awards
shall not be subject to the limits set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(h)(1) In fiscal year 2016 through fiscal year 2022 2019, the allocating
agency may award up to $125,000.00 in total first-year credit allocations for
loans through the Down Payment Assistance Program created in
subdivision (b)(2) of this section.

(2) In any fiscal year, total first-year credit allocations under
subdivision (1) of this subsection plus succeeding-year deemed allocations
shall not exceed $625,000.00 2020 through fiscal year 2026, the allocating
agency may award up to $250,000.00 in total first-year credit allocations for
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loans through the Down Payment Assistance Program created in subdivision
(b)(3) of this section.

* * * Downtown Tax Credit Program * * *

Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. chapter 151, subchapter 11J is amended to read:

Subchapter 11J. Vermont Downtown and Village Center Tax Credit Program

§ 5930aa. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Qualified applicant” means an owner or lessee of a qualified
building involving a qualified project, but does not include a religious entity
operating with a primarily religious purpose; a State or federal agency or a
political subdivision of either; or an instrumentality of the United States.

(2) “Qualified building” means a building built prior to 1983 at least
30 years before the date of application, located within a designated downtown
or village center, which upon completion of the project supported by the tax
credit will be an income-producing building not used solely as a single-family
residence. Churches and other buildings owned by religious organization may
be qualified buildings, but in no event shall tax credits be used for religious
worship.

(3) “Qualified code or technology improvement project” means a
project:

(A)(i) to install or improve platform lifts suitable for transporting
personal mobility devices, limited use/ or limited application elevators,
elevators, sprinkler systems, and capital improvements in a qualified building,
and the installations or improvements are required to bring the building into
compliance with the statutory requirements and rules regarding fire
prevention, life safety, and electrical, plumbing, and accessibility codes as
determined by the Department of Public Safety; or

(ii) to install or improve data or network wiring, or heating,
ventilating, or cooling systems reasonably related to data or network
installations or improvements, in a qualified building, provided that a
professional engineer licensed under 26 V.S.A. chapter 20 certifies as to the
fact and cost of the installation or improvement;

* * *

(7) “Qualified project” means a qualified code or technology
improvement, qualified façade improvement, qualified technology
infrastructure project, or qualified historic rehabilitation project as defined by
this subchapter.
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(8) “State Board” means the Vermont Downtown Development Board
established pursuant to 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A.

* * *

§ 5930cc. DOWNTOWN AND VILLAGE CENTER PROGRAM TAX
CREDITS

(a) Historic rehabilitation tax credit. The qualified applicant of a qualified
historic rehabilitation project shall be entitled, upon the approval of the State
Board, to claim against the taxpayer’s State individual income tax, corporate
income tax, or bank franchise or insurance premiums tax liability a credit of
10 percent of qualified rehabilitation expenditures as defined in the Internal
Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. § 47(c), properly chargeable to the federally
certified rehabilitation.

(b) Façade improvement tax credit. The qualified applicant of a qualified
façade improvement project shall be entitled, upon the approval of the State
Board, to claim against the taxpayer’s State individual income tax, State
corporate income tax, or bank franchise or insurance premiums tax liability a
credit of 25 percent of qualified expenditures up to a maximum tax credit
of $25,000.00.

(c) Code or technology improvement tax credit. The qualified applicant of
a qualified code or technology improvement project shall be entitled, upon the
approval of the State Board, to claim against the taxpayer’s State individual
income tax, State corporate income tax, or bank franchise or insurance
premiums tax liability a credit of 50 percent of qualified expenditures up to a
maximum tax credit of $12,000.00 for installation or improvement of a
platform lift, a maximum credit of $40,000.00 $60,000.00 for the installation
or improvement of a limited use/ or limited application elevator, a maximum
tax credit of $50,000.00 $75,000.00 for installation or improvement of an
elevator, a maximum tax credit of $50,000.00 for installation or improvement
of a sprinkler system, a maximum tax credit of $30,000.00 for the combined
costs of installation or improvement of data or network wiring or a heating,
ventilating, or cooling system, and a maximum tax credit of $50,000.00 for the
combined costs of all other qualified code improvements.

§ 5930dd. CLAIMS; AVAILABILITY

(a) A taxpayer claiming credit under this subchapter shall submit to the
Department of Taxes with the first return on which a credit is claimed a copy
of the State Board’s tax credit allocation.

(b) A credit under this subchapter shall be available for the first tax year in
which the qualified project is complete. In the alternative, the State Board
may allocate the credit available under this subchapter and make an allocation
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available upon completion of any distinct phase of a qualified project. The
allocation and distinct phases of the qualified project shall be identified in the
application package approved by the State Board.

(c) If within five three years after the date of the credit allocation to the
applicant no claim for tax credit has been filed, the tax credit allocation shall
be rescinded, unless the project has an approved federal application for a
phased (60 month) project pursuant to Treasury Regulation 1.48-12(b)(2)(v),
in which case the credit will not be rescinded until five years from the date of
the credit allocation.

* * *

§ 5930ee. LIMITATIONS

Beginning in fiscal year 2010 and thereafter, the State Board may award tax
credits to all qualified applicants under this subchapter, provided that:

(1) the total amount of tax credits awarded annually, together with sales
tax reallocated under section 9819 of this title, does not exceed $2,400,000.00
$2,700,000.00;

* * *

* * * Rooms Tax; Booking Agents * * *

Sec. 6. 32 V.S.A. § 9202 is amended to read:

§ 9202. DEFINITIONS

The following words, terms, and phrases when used in this chapter shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section unless the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

* * *

(4) “Operator” means any person, or his or her agent, operating a hotel,
whether as owner or proprietor or lessee, sublessee, mortgagee, licensee, or
otherwise; and any person, or his or her agent, charging for a taxable meal or
alcoholic beverage; and any person, or his or her agent, engaged in both of the
foregoing activities. The term “operator” shall include booking agents. In the
event that an operator is a corporation or other entity, the term “operator” shall
include any officer or agent of such corporation or other entity who, as an
officer or agent of the corporation, is under a duty to pay the gross receipts tax
to the Commissioner as required by this chapter.

* * *

(8) “Rent” means the consideration received for occupancy valued in
money, whether received in money or otherwise, including all receipts, cash,
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credits, and property or services of any kind or nature, and also any amount for
which the occupant is liable for the occupancy without any deduction
therefrom whatsoever; and any monies received in payment for time-share
rights at the time of purchase; provided, however, that such money received
shall not be considered rent and thus not taxable if a deeded interest is granted
to the purchaser for the time-share rights. The term “rent” shall include all
amounts collected by booking agents except the tax required to be collected
under this chapter. The term “rent” shall not include rental charges for living
quarters, sleeping, or household accommodations to any student necessitated
by attendance at a school as defined herein.

* * *

(20) “Booking agent” means a person who facilitates the rental of an
occupancy and collects rent for an occupancy and who has the right, access,
ability, or authority, through an Internet transaction or any other means, to
offer, reserve, book, arrange for, remarket, distribute, broker, resell, or
facilitate an occupancy that is subject to the tax under this chapter.

Sec. 7. 32 V.S.A. § 9271 is amended to read:

§ 9271. LICENSES REQUIRED

Each operator prior to commencing business shall register with the
Commissioner each place of business within the State where he or she operates
a hotel or sells taxable meals or alcoholic beverages; provided, however, that
an operator who sells taxable meals through a vending machine shall not be
required to hold a license for each individual machine, and a booking agent
shall not be required to hold a separate license for each property the rental of
that it facilitates. Upon receipt of an application in such form and containing
such information as the Commissioner may require for the proper
administration of this chapter, the Commissioner shall issue without charge a
license for each such place in such form as he or she may determine, attesting
that such registration has been made. No person shall engage in serving
taxable meals or alcoholic beverages or renting hotel rooms without the license
provided in this section. The license shall be nonassignable and
nontransferable and shall be surrendered to the Commissioner if the business is
sold or transferred or if the registrant ceases to do business at the place named.

* * * Property Transfer Tax; Controlling Interest * * *

Sec. 8. 32 V.S.A. § 9601 is amended to read:

§ 9601. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions shall apply throughout this chapter unless the
context requires otherwise:
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* * *

(2) “Person” means every natural person, association, trust, or
corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or other legal entity.

* * *

(5) “Transfer” includes a grant, assignment, conveyance, will, trust,
decree of court, transfer or acquisition of a direct or indirect controlling
interest in any person with title to property, or any other means of transferring
title to property or vesting title to property in any person.

(6) “Value” means,:

(A) in In the case of any transfer of title to property which that is not
a gift and which that is not made for a nominal or no consideration, the
amount of the full actual consideration for such transfer, paid or to be paid,
including the amount of any liens or encumbrances on the property existing
before the transfer and not removed thereby;.

(B) in In the case of a gift, or a transfer for nominal or no
consideration, “value” means the fair market value of the property transferred.

(C) In the case of a controlling interest in any person that has title to
property, the fair market value of the property, apportioned based on the
percentage of the ownership interest transferred or acquired in the person.

(D) “Value” shall not include the fair market value of private
alternative energy sources as defined in section 3845 of this title.

* * *

(12) “Controlling interest” means:

(A) In the case of a corporation, either 50 percent or more of the
total combined voting power of all classes of stock of such corporation, or
50 percent or more of the capital, profits, or beneficial interest in such voting
stock of such corporation.

(B) In the case of a partnership, limited liability company,
association, trust, or other entity, 50 percent or more of the capital, profits, or
beneficial interest in such partnership, limited liability company, association,
trust, or other entity.

(C) For purposes of the tax imposed pursuant to section 9602 of this
title, all acquisitions of persons acting in concert are aggregated for purposes
of determining whether a transfer or acquisition of a controlling interest has
taken place; provided, however, interests in any partnership, limited liability
company, association, or other entity originally purchased in connection with
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the federal low-income housing tax credit program under 26 U.S.C. § 42 shall
not be counted in determining a change in the “controlling interest.” The
Commissioner shall adopt standards by regulation to determine when persons
are acting in concert. In adopting a regulation for this purpose, the
Commissioner shall consider the following:

(i) Persons must be treated as acting in concert when they have a
relationship with each other such that one person influences or controls the
actions of another through common ownership.

(ii) When persons are not commonly owned or controlled, they
must be treated as acting in concert only when the unity with which the
purchasers have negotiated and will consummate the transfer of ownership
interest supports a finding that they are acting as a single person. If the
acquisitions are completely independent, with each purchaser buying without
regard to the identity of the other purchasers, the acquisitions must be
considered separate acquisitions.

Sec. 9. 32 V.S.A. § 9602 is amended to read:

§ 9602. TAX ON TRANSFER OF TITLE TO PROPERTY

A tax is hereby imposed upon the transfer by deed of title to property
located in this State, or a transfer or acquisition of a controlling interest in any
person with title to property in this State. The amount of the tax equals one
and one-quarter percent of the value of the property transferred, or $1.00,
whichever is greater, except as follows:

* * *

Sec. 10. 32 V.S.A. § 9603 is amended to read:

§ 9603. EXEMPTIONS

The following transfers are exempt from the tax imposed by this chapter:

* * *

(6) Transfers to effectuate a mere change of identity or form of
ownership or organization where there is no change in beneficial ownership;

* * *

(25) Transfer made by a limited liability company to a member in
connection with a complete dissolution of the limited liability company,
pursuant to which transfer no gain or loss is recognized under the Internal
Revenue Code, except where the Commissioner finds that a major purpose of
such dissolution is to avoid the property transfer tax.;
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(26) Transfers of controlling interests in a person with a fee interest in
property if the transfer of the property would qualify for exemption if
accomplished by deed of the property between the parties to the transfer of the
controlling interest.

Sec. 11. 32 V.S.A. § 9606(a) is amended to read:

(a)(1) In the case of property transfer by deed, A a property transfer return
complying with this section shall be delivered to a town clerk at the time a
deed evidencing a transfer of title to property is delivered to the clerk for
recording.

(2) In the case of transfer or acquisition of a controlling interest in a
person with title to property for which a deed is not given, a property transfer
return complying with this section shall be delivered to the Commissioner
within 30 days after the transfer or acquisition.

* * *

(e)(1) In the case of property transferred by deed, The the Commissioner of
Taxes is authorized to disclose to any person any information appearing on a
property transfer tax return, including statistical information derived
therefrom, and such information derived from research into information
appearing on property transfer tax returns as is necessary to determine if the
property being transferred is subject to 10 V.S.A. chapter 151, except the
Commissioner shall not disclose the Social Security number, federal
identification number, e-mail address, or telephone number of any person
pursuant to this subsection.

(2) In the case of transfer or acquisition of a controlling interest in a
person with title to property for which a deed is not given, the return submitted
to the Commissioner shall be treated as a tax return and tax return information
under 32 V.S.A. § 3102.

Sec. 12. 32 V.S.A. § 9607 is amended to read:

§ 9607. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RETURN AND TAX PAYMENT

Upon the receipt by a town clerk of a property transfer return and certificate
and the fee required under subdivision 1671(a)(6) of this title, the clerk shall
forthwith mail or otherwise deliver to the transferee of title to property with
respect to which such return was filed a signed and written acknowledgment of
the receipt of that return and certificate. A copy of that acknowledgment, or
any other form of acknowledgment approved by the Commissioner, shall be
affixed to the deed evidencing the transfer of property or the document
evidencing the transfer or acquisition of a direct or indirect controlling interest
in any person with title to property with respect to which the return and
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certificate was filed. The acknowledgment so affixed to a deed or document,
however, shall not disclose the amount of tax paid with respect to any return or
transfer.

Sec. 13. 32 V.S.A. § 9608(a) is amended to read:

(a) Except as to transfers which that are exempt pursuant to subdivision
9603(17) of this title, no town clerk shall record, or receive for recording, any
deed or document evidencing the transfer or acquisition of a direct or indirect
controlling interest in any person with title to property to which is not attached
a properly executed transfer tax return, complete and regular on its face, and a
certificate in the form prescribed by the Natural Resources Board and the
Commissioner of Taxes that the conveyance of the real property and any
development thereon by the seller is in compliance with or exempt from the
provisions of 10 V.S.A. chapter 151. The certificate shall indicate whether or
not the conveyance creates the partition or division of land. If the conveyance
creates a partition or division of land, there shall be appended the current
“Act 250 Disclosure Statement,” required by 10 V.S.A. § 6007. A town clerk
who violates this section shall be fined $50.00 for the first such offense and
$100.00 for each subsequent offense. A person who purposely or knowingly
falsifies any statement contained in the certificate required is punishable by
fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than one year, or
both.

Sec. 14. 32 V.S.A. § 9618 is amended to read:

§ 9618. DUTY TO REPORT STOCK ACQUISITIONS

Each person who acquires a controlling interest in a corporation, whether
by one or more than one transfer of stock, shall, if the fair market value of all
real property held in this State by the corporation exceeds $500,000.00, report
to the Commissioner of Taxes, within 30 days after the acquisition, the fair
market value of all real property held in this State by the corporation at the
time of the acquisition of the controlling interest. As used in this section, a
“controlling interest” means 50 percent or more of the total combined voting
power of all classes of stock of the corporation.

* * * Land Gains Tax * * *

Sec. 15. 32 V.S.A. § 10002 is amended to read:

§ 10002. LAND AND RESIDENCES

(a) “Land” means all land, whether or not improved, but does not include
land not exceeding 10 acres, necessary for the use of a dwelling used by the
seller of such land as his or her principal residence, that has been purchased
and subdivided by the transferor within the six years prior to the sale or
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exchange of the land. Buildings or other structures are not included in this
definition of land. “Land” also means timber or rights to timber when that
timber or those timber rights are sold within six years of their purchase,
provided the underlying land is also sold within six years. “Underlying land”
means the land from which timber or timber rights have been separated,
whether subdivided or not. As used in this subsection, the term “subdivision”
means a subdivision under local zoning bylaws, or, in a municipality which
does not have duly adopted permanent zoning and subdivision bylaws,
“subdivision” means a tract or tracts of land, owned or controlled by a person,
that the person has partitioned or divided for the purpose of sale or transfer.
Subdivision shall be deemed to have occurred on the conveyance of the first
lot or the filing of a plat, plan, or deed in the town records, whichever first
occurs. A subdivision shall not include a boundary adjustment between
adjacent parcels.

* * *

(p) Also excluded from the definition of “land” is a transfer of
undeveloped land in a Vermont neighborhood or neighborhood development
area, a downtown development district, a village center, a growth center, or a
new town center development district designated under 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A
which is the first transfer of that parcel following the original designation of
the Vermont neighborhood or neighborhood development area.

* * *

Sec. 16. 32 V.S.A. § 10006(d) is added to read:

(d) If the property does not qualify as “land” under subsection 10002(a) of
this chapter, the parties to the transaction are relieved of any obligation to pay
the tax, file a return, or withhold the tax imposed by this chapter. If the
property qualifies as “land” under subsection 10002(a) of this chapter, but an
exclusion is claimed under any of the remaining subsections of section 10002,
the parties to the transaction must still comply with the obligations to pay, file,
and withhold, as specified under this chapter.

* * * Fuel Tax * * *

Sec. 17. 33 V.S.A. § 2503 is amended to read:

§ 2503. FUEL TAX

(a)(1) There is imposed a tax on the retail sale of heating oil, propane,
kerosene, and other dyed diesel fuel delivered to a residence or business in
Vermont, at the rate of $0.02 per gallon.

* * *
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(d) No tax under this section shall be imposed for any month ending after
June 30, 2019 2024.

* * * Healthcare Provisions * * *

Sec. 18. 2019 Acts and Resolves No. 6, Sec. 105 is amended to read:

Sec. 105. EFFECTIVE DATES

* * *

(b) Sec. 73 (further amending 32 V.S.A. § 10402) shall take effect on
July 1, 2019 2021.

Sec. 19. REPEAL OF ORIGINAL HEALTH CARE CLAIMS TAX
HEALTH IT-FUND REVENUE SUNSET

2013 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 53 (Health IT-Fund sunset) is
repealed.

Sec. 20. 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 60(10), as amended by
2017 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 14 and 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 187,
Sec. 5, is further amended to read:

(10) Secs. 48–51 (health claims tax) shall take effect on July 1, 2013
and Sec. 52 and 53 (health claims tax revenue; Health IT-Fund; sunset) shall
take effect on July 1, 2019 2021.

* * * Repeal * * *

Sec. 21. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 18d is amended to read:

Sec. 18d. REPEAL

33 V.S.A. § 1955a (home health agency assessment) is repealed on
July 1, 2019 2021.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 22. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on passage, except for:

(1) Sec. 1 (capital gains exclusion) shall take effect on July 1, 2019 and
apply to the sales of assets on or after that date.

(2) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Secs. 2 (medical deduction) and
3 (personal income tax rates) shall take effect retroactively on January 1, 2019
and apply to taxable year 2019 and after.

(3) Secs. 5 (downtown and village center tax credit), 6–7 (rooms tax),
8–14 (property transfer tax), and 17 (fuel tax) shall take effect on July 1, 2019.
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(4) Secs. 15–16 (land gains tax) shall take effect on January 1, 2020.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and pending the question, Shall the Senate propose to the House that
the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Finance?, Senators
Cummings, Balint, Brock, Campion, MacDonald, Pearson and Sirotkin moved
to amend the proposal of amendment of the Committee on Finance in Sec. 4,
32 V.S.A. § 5930u, in subsection (g), by striking out the ellipsis after
subdivision (1)(A) and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(B) $300,000.00 $425,000.00 in total first-year credit allocations for loans
or grants for owner-occupied unit financing or down payment loans as
provided in subdivision (b)(2) of this section consistent with the allocation
plan, including for new construction and manufactured housing, for an
aggregate limit of $1,500,000.00 $2,125,000.00 over any given five-year
period that credits are available under this subdivision (B).

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Finance, as amended, was agreed to and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 543.

Senator Benning, for the Committee on Institutions, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to capital construction and State bonding.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Capital Appropriations * * *

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that of the $123,180,000.00
authorized in this act, not more than $63,103,628.00 shall be appropriated in
the first year of the biennium, and the remainder shall be appropriated in the
second year.

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that in the second year of the
biennium, any amendments to the appropriations or authorities granted in this
act shall take the form of a Capital Construction and State Bonding
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Adjustment Bill. It is the intent of the General Assembly that unless otherwise
indicated, all appropriations in this act are subject to capital budget adjustment.

Sec. 2. STATE BUILDINGS

(a) The following sums are appropriated to the Department of Buildings
and General Services (BGS), and the Commissioner is authorized to direct
funds appropriated in this section to the projects contained in this section;
however, no project shall be canceled unless the Chairs of the Senate
Committee on Institutions and the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions are notified before that action is taken.

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020:

(1) Statewide, BGS engineering and architectural project costs:
$3,583,423.00

(2) Statewide, physical security enhancements: $275,000.00

(3) Statewide, major maintenance: $6,500,000.00

(4) Statewide, planning, use, and contingency: $500,000.00

(5) Burlington, 108 Cherry Street, parking garage repairs:
$3,000,000.00

(6) Montpelier, 120 State Street, stair towers and rear entry:
$3,500,000.00

(7) Montpelier, State House, new carpeting or carpeting repair near the
Governor’s ceremonial office, the Cedar Creek Room, and the Card Room:

$45,000.00

(8) Montpelier, Department of Labor, facilities modernization project:
$120,000.00

(9) Newport, Northeast State Correctional Facility, direct digital HVAC
control system replacement: $900,000.00

(10) Rutland, Asa Bloomer, major renovation: $250,000.00

(11) Southern State Correctional Facility, door control project:
$1,450,000.00

(c) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021:

(1) Statewide, BGS engineering and architectural project costs:
$3,735,000.00

(2) Statewide, physical security enhancements: $275,000.00

(3) Statewide, major maintenance: $6,600,313.00
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(4) Statewide, planning, use, and contingency: $500,000.00

(5) Burlington, 108 Cherry Street, parking garage repairs:
$7,500,000.00

(6) Montpelier, State House, historical restorations: $75,000.00

(7) Montpelier, Department of Labor, facilities modernization project:
$300,000.00

(8) Newport, Northeast State Correctional Facility, direct digital HVAC
control system replacement: $900,000.00

(9) Rutland, Asa Bloomer, major renovation: $250,000.00

(10) Southern State Correctional Facility, door control project:
$1,000,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2020 $20,123,423.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $21,135,313.00

Total Appropriation – Section 2 $41,258,736.00

Sec. 3. HUMAN SERVICES

(a) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department of
Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Human Services for the
following projects described in this subsection:

(1) Statewide, secure residential recovery facility, replacement, land
acquisition, design, permitting, and construction documents: $3,000,000.00

(2) Statewide, correctional facility, life safety and security needs and
enhancements: $250,000.00

(3) Statewide, correctional facility, replacement of Chittenden Regional
Correctional Facility, planning and feasibility: $250,000.00

(4) Serenity House, residential treatment center, completion of addition
and renovations: $100,000.00

(b) The sum of $4,750,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Human Services for the Department of Vermont Health Access, Integrated
Eligibility and Enrollment system.

(c) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department of
Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Human Services for the
following projects described in this subsection:

(1) Statewide, secure residential recovery facility, replacement, land
acquisition, design, permitting, and construction: $1,500,000.00
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(2) Statewide, correctional facility, life safety and security needs and
enhancements: $225,000.00

(d) The sum of $3,900,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Human Services for the Department of Vermont Health Access, Integrated
Eligibility and Enrollment system.

(e)(1) The Department of Buildings and General Services is authorized to
use the funds appropriated in subdivision (a)(3) of this section to evaluate
options for the site location of a new correctional facility to replace the
Chittenden Regional Correctional Facility. The evaluation shall be conducted
in coordination with the Department of Corrections and shall be within the
context of developing an overall strategic plan for statewide correctional
facilities. It shall also include conducting feasibility studies and program
analysis, site selection, and purchase opportunities for a new correctional
facility that is part of a campus.

(2) On or before February 15, 2020, the Commissioner of Buildings and
General Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Corrections, shall
submit a recommendation for a site location for the new correctional facility to
the Chairs of the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and the
Senate Committee on Institutions, based on the evaluation described in
subdivision (1) of this subsection. It is the intent of the General Assembly that
when evaluating site locations, preference shall be first given to State-owned
property.

(3) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall notify
the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and the Senate
Committee on Institutions at least monthly of updates on the recommendation
described in this subsection.

(f) For the project described in subsection (b) of this section:

(1) Installments. The funds shall be appropriated in three installments,
as follows:

(A) $3,250,000.00 upon passage of the act, which shall include
$250,000 to be used as described in Sec. 32 of this act (First Installment);

(B) $750,000.00 following Joint Fiscal Committee approval to
release the funds at its September meeting (Second Installment); and

(C) $750,000.00 following Joint Fiscal Committee approval to
release the funds at its November meeting (Third Installment).

(2) Reports. On or before September 1 and November 1, the Secretary
of Human Services and the Secretary of Digital Services shall submit a report
on the status of the project. The September and November reports shall



996 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

include status updates on the projects scheduled for completion in calendar
year 2019, as described in the memo from the IT Consultant for the Joint
Fiscal Office to the Legislative Joint Fiscal Office, dated April 5, 2019. The
September and November reports shall be submitted to the Chair and Vice
Chair of the Joint Information Technology Oversight Committee and the
Chairs of the House Committees on Corrections and Institutions and on Health
Care and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and on Institutions. A
copy of each report shall also be submitted to the Joint Fiscal Committee.

(3) Recommendations and approvals.

(A) Prior to the September meeting of the Joint Fiscal Committee,
the Chair and Vice Chairs of the Joint Information Technology Oversight
Committee and the Chairs of the House Committees on Corrections and
Institutions and on Health Care and the Senate Committees on Health and
Welfare and on Institutions shall provide recommendations to the Joint Fiscal
Committee on whether to approve the Second Installment. The Joint Fiscal
Committee at its September meeting shall review the report described in
subdivision (2) of this subsection (f), consider the recommendations described
in this subdivision (3)(A), and vote on whether to approve the Second
Installment.

(B) Prior to the November meeting of the Joint Fiscal Committee,
the Chair and Vice Chairs of the Joint Information Technology Oversight
Committee, the Chairs of the House Committees on Corrections and
Institutions and on Health Care, and the Senate Committees on Health and
Welfare and on Institutions, shall provide recommendations to the Joint Fiscal
Committee on whether to approve the Third Installment. The Joint Fiscal
Committee shall review at its November meeting the report described in
subdivision (2) of this subsection (f), consider the recommendations described
in this subdivision (3)(B), and vote on whether to approve the Third
Installment.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $8,350,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $5,625,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 3 $13,975,000.00

Sec. 4. JUDICIARY

The sum of $1,496,398.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Judiciary for
the case management IT system.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $1,496,398.00

Total Appropriation – Section 4 $1,496,398.00
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Sec. 5. COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

(a) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department of
Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development:

(1) Major maintenance at historic sites statewide: $250,000.00

(2) Schooner Lois McClure, repairs and upgrades: $50,000.00

(3) Highgate Native American Cemetery, slope stabilization, Monument
Road: $100,000.00

(4) Grand Isle, maintenance at historic county courthouse:
$50,000.00

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development for the following projects described
in this subsection:

(1) Underwater preserves: $25,000.00

(2) Placement and replacement of roadside historic markers:
$25,000.00

(c) The sum of $250,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department
of Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development for major maintenance at statewide historic sites.

(d) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development for the following projects described
in this subsection:

(1) Underwater preserves: $25,000.00

(2) Placement and replacement of roadside historic markers:
$25,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2020 $500,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $300,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 5 $800,000.00

Sec. 6. GRANT PROGRAMS

(a) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 for Building
Communities Grants established in 24 V.S.A. chapter 137:

(1) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Preservation Grant
Program: $200,000.00
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(2) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Barns Preservation Grant
Program: $200,000.00

(3) To the Vermont Council on the Arts for the Cultural Facilities Grant
Program, the sum of which may be used to match funds that may be made
available from the National Endowment for the Arts, provided that all capital
funds are made available to the Cultural Facilities Grant Program:

$200,000.00

(4) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the
Recreational Facilities Grant Program: $200,000.00

(5) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the Human
Services and Educational Facilities Competitive Grant Program (Human
Services): $100,000.00

(6) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the Human
Services and Educational Facilities Competitive Grant Program (Education):

$100,000.00

(7) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the
Regional Economic Development Grant Program: $200,000.00

(8) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets for the
Agricultural Fairs Capital Projects Competitive Grant Program: $200,000.00

(9) To the Enhanced 911 Board for the Enhanced 911 Compliance
Grants Program: $400,000.00

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021 for Building
Communities Grants established in 24 V.S.A. chapter 137:

(1) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Preservation Grant
Program: $200,000.00

(2) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development,
Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Barns Preservation Grant
Program: $200,000.00

(3) To the Vermont Council on the Arts for the Cultural Facilities Grant
Program, the sum of which may be used to match funds that may be made
available from the National Endowment for the Arts, provided that all capital
funds are made available to the cultural facilities grant program: $200,000.00

(4) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the
Recreational Facilities Grant Program: $200,000.00
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(5) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the Human
Services and Educational Facilities Competitive Grant Program (Human
Services): $100,000.00

(6) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the Human
Services and Educational Facilities Competitive Grant Program (Education):

$100,000.00

(7) To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the
Regional Economic Development Grant Program: $200,000.00

(8) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets for the
Agricultural Fairs Capital Projects Competitive Grant Program: $200,000.00

(c) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the Enhanced 911
Compliance Grants Program shall cease to exist on June 30, 2021.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $1,800,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $1,400,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 6 $3,200,000.00

Sec. 7. EDUCATION

(a) The sum of $50,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Education for emergency aid for school construction.

(b) The sum of $50,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Education for the project described in subsection (a) of this section.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $50,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $50,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 7 $100,000.00

Sec. 8. UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT

(a) The sum of $1,300,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the University
of Vermont for construction, renovation, and major maintenance.

(b) The sum of $1,000,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the University
of Vermont for the projects described in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation and Vermont Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation shall be consulted on projects utilizing the
funds appropriated in this section before the alteration or demolition of any
property that is potentially of historical, architectural, archaeological, or
cultural significance, including any property listed in or eligible for the State
Register of Historic Places.  
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Appropriation – FY 2020 $1,300,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $1,000,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 8 $2,300,000.00

Sec. 9. VERMONT STATE COLLEGES

(a) The sum of $2,100,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Vermont
State Colleges for construction, renovation, and major maintenance.

(b) The sum of $2,000,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Vermont
State Colleges for the projects described in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The Vermont Division for Historic Preservation and Vermont Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation shall be consulted on projects utilizing the
funds appropriated in this section before the alteration or demolition of any
property that is potentially of historical, architectural, archaeological, or
cultural significance, including any property listed in or eligible for the State
Register of Historic Places.  

Appropriation – FY 2020 $2,100,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $2,000,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 9 $4,100,000.00

Sec. 10. NATURAL RESOURCES

(a) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Environmental Conservation for the
projects described in this subsection:

(1) Drinking Water Supply, Drinking Water State Revolving Fund:
$3,308,508.00

(2) Dam safety and hydrology projects: $150,000.00

(3) State’s share of the Federal Superfund and State Lead Hazardous
Waste Program (Elizabeth Mine): $59,713.00

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation for the
following projects:

(1) Infrastructure rehabilitation, including statewide small scale
rehabilitation, wastewater repairs, preventive improvements and upgrades of
restrooms and bathhouses, and statewide small-scale road rehabilitation
projects: $2,925,000.00

(2) Rustic Cabin Construction Program: $797,586.00
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(c) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Fish and Wildlife for the projects
described in this subsection:

(1) General infrastructure projects, including small-scale maintenance
and rehabilitation of infrastructure: $1,300,000.00

(2) Fish culture stations, address fish stocking impacts of Salisbury Fish
Culture Station discharge issues, including analysis and design of treatments or
other changes to Salisbury’s discharge, a feasibility study of State fish
hatcheries to evaluate and design potential increases in capacity at those
facilities, and implementing alterations at other fish hatcheries to allow the
rearing of brood stock: $280,000.00

(3) Lake Champlain Walleye Association Inc. to upgrade and repair the
Walleye rearing, restoration, and stocking infrastructure: $25,000.00

(d) The sum of $130,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Green
Mountain Club Inc. for the procurement in fee simple or by easement of the
Codding Hollow properties (117.5 acres in the Town of Waterville and an
abutting 49.6 acres in the Town of Johnson) containing the Long Trail tread
way.

(e) The sum of $50,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Vermont
Association of Snow Travelers, Inc. for the STP LVRT(7) project for
improvements to the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail.

(f) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Environmental Conservation for the
projects described in this subsection:

(1) Drinking Water Supply, Drinking Water State Revolving Fund:
$2,221,400.00

(2) Dam safety and hydrology projects: $895,000.00

(g) The sum of $2,900,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation for
infrastructure rehabilitation, including statewide small-scale rehabilitation,
wastewater repairs, preventive improvements and upgrades of restrooms and
bathhouses, and statewide small-scale road rehabilitation projects.

(h) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Fish and Wildlife for the projects
described in this subsection:

(1) General infrastructure projects, including small-scale maintenance
and rehabilitation of infrastructure: $1,300,000.00
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(2) Lake Champlain Walleye Association Inc. to upgrade and repair the
Walleye rearing, restoration, and stocking infrastructure: $25,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2020 $9,025,807.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $7,341,400.00

Total Appropriation – Section 10 $16,367,207.00

Sec. 11. CLEAN WATER INITIATIVES

(a) The sum of $3,450,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets for water quality grants and contracts.

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Environmental Conservation projects
described in this subsection:

(1) Water Pollution Control Fund, Clean Water State/EPA Revolving
Loan Fund (CWSRF) match: $2,500,000.00

(2) Municipal Pollution Control Grants, pollution control projects and
planning advances for feasibility studies: $3,300,000.00

(c)(1) The sum of $50,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Natural Resources for the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation for a
grant for forestry skidder bridges.

(2) An applicant for a grant awarded pursuant to subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall pay at least 25 percent of the total cost of a wooden skidder
bridge, and at least 20 percent of the cost of a steel skidder bridge.

(d)(1) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board for the following projects:

(A) Agricultural water quality projects: $1,100,000.00

(B) Land conservation and water quality projects: $1,700,000.00

(2) A grant issued under subdivision (1)(A) of this subsection:

(A) shall not be considered a State grant under 6 V.S.A. chapter 215,
subchapter 3 for purposes of calculating the maximum amount of a State water
quality assistance award under 6 V.S.A. § 4824 or 4826; and

(B) may be used to satisfy a grant recipient’s cost share requirements.

(e) The sum of $13,900,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency
of Natural Resources for the Department of Environmental Conservation for
clean water implementation projects.

(f) On or before December 1, 2019:
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(1) the Clean Water Board shall review and recommend Clean Water
Act implementation programs funded from subdivision (e) of this section; and

(2) the Board shall submit the list of programs recommended for FY
2021 to the Chairs of the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and
the Senate Committee on Institutions and to the Governor for the FY 2021
capital budget adjustment report.

(g) In FY 2020 and FY 2021, any agency that receives funding from this
section shall consult with the State Treasurer to ensure that the projects that are
receiving funding under this section are capital eligible.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $12,100,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $13,900,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 11 $26,000,000.00

Sec. 12. MILITARY

(a) The sum of $700,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department
of Military for maintenance and renovations at State armories. To the extent
feasible, these funds shall be used to match federal funds.

(b) The sum of $800,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department
of Military for the projects described in subsection (a) of this section.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $700,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $800,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 12 $1,500,000.00

Sec. 13. PUBLIC SAFETY

(a) The sum of $700,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department
of Buildings and General Services for design documents for the relocation of
the Middlesex Field Station.

(b) The sum of $1,500,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the
Department of Public Safety for the School Safety and Security Grant
Program, as described in Sec. 38 of this act.

(c) The sum of $5,400,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the
Department of Buildings and General Services for construction of the
Williston Public Safety Field Station.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $2,200,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $5,400,000.00

Appropriation – Section 13 $7,600,000.00
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Sec. 14. AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND MARKETS

(a) The sum of $200,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department
of Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets for major maintenance at the Vermont building of the Eastern States
Exposition.

(b) The sum of $100,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets for the Produce Safety Infrastructure Grant
Improvement Program. To the extent federal funds are available, the amount
appropriated in this subsection shall be used as a match to federal funds. It is
the intent of the General Assembly that capital funds shall not be appropriated
to this project after FY 2020.

(c) The sum of $200,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department
of Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets for major maintenance at the Vermont building of the Eastern States
Exposition.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $300,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $200,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 14 $500,000.00

Sec. 15. VERMONT RURAL FIRE PROTECTION

(a) The sum of $75,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department
of Public Safety for the Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force for the dry
hydrant program.

(b) The sum of $75,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department
of Public Safety for the Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force for the
project described in subsection (a) of this section.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $75,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $75,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 15 $150,000.00

Sec. 16. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

(a) The sum of $300,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Department
of Labor to fund the Adult Career and Technical Education Equipment Grant
Pilot Program to provide capital-eligible equipment to support adult tech
programs.

(b) The sum of $300,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Department
of Labor to fund the project described in subsection (a) of this section.
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Appropriation – FY 2020 $300,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $300,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 15 $600,000.00

Sec. 17. SERGEANT AT ARMS

(a) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2020 to the Sergeant at
Arms for the following projects:

(1) initial installation and configuration of the core components required
for the General Assembly audio system (backbone), installation and
configuration of the specific House Chamber components, and technical
assistance for the project: $728,000.00

(2) chairs for Committee rooms: $30,000.00

(b) The Sergeant at Arms shall hire a consultant to provide technical
assistance with drafting and issuing a request for proposal to hire a vendor to
plan, design, and install the project described in subdivision (a)(1) of this
section. The consultant shall also assist the Sergeant at Arms with evaluating
the responses to the request for proposal.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $758,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 17 $758,000.00

Sec. 18. VERMONT HOUSING AND CONSERVATION BOARD

(a) The sum of $1,800,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board for housing projects.

(b) The sum of $1,800,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board for the project described in subsection (a) of
this section.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $1,800,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $1,800,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 18 $3,600,000.00

Sec. 19. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES

(a) The sum of $125,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Agency of
Digital Services for digital orthophotography mapping.

(b) The sum of $125,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2021 to the Agency of
Digital Services for the project described in subsection (a) of this section.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $125,000.00
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Appropriation – FY 2021 $125,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 19 $250,000.00

* * * Financing this Act * * *

Sec. 20. REALLOCATION OF FUNDS; TRANSFER OF FUNDS

(a) The following sums are reallocated to the Department of Buildings
and General Services from prior capital appropriations to defray expenditures
authorized in Sec. 2 of this act:

(1) of the amount appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 160,
Sec. 13(c) (Waterbury State Office Complex): $33,404.00

(2) of the amount appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 160,
Sec. 5(d)(2) (Barre courthouse study): $10,076.40

(b) Of the amount appropriated in 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 26,
Sec. 8(a)(2) (school construction) to the Agency of Education, the amount of
$1,225,076.00 in unexpended funds reallocated to the Department of Buildings
and General Services to defray expenditures authorized in Sec. 2 of this act.

(c) Of the amount appropriated in 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 190,
Sec. 5(d)(4) (Civil War Heritage Trail Sign) to the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development, the amount of $29,948.00 in unexpended funds is
reallocated to the Department of Buildings and General Services to defray
expenditures authorized in Sec. 2 of this act:

(d) Of the amount appropriated in 2011 Acts and Resolves No. 40, Sec. 3
(cellular and broadband infrastructure) to the Vermont Telecommunications
Authority for capital construction projects, the amount of $76,836.66 in
unexpended funds is reallocated to the Department of Buildings and General
Services to defray expenditures authorized in Sec. 2 of this act:

Total Reallocations and Transfers – Section 20 $1,375,341.06

Sec. 21. GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS AND APPROPRIATIONS

The State Treasurer is authorized to issue general obligation bonds in the
amount of $123,180,000.00 for the purpose of funding the appropriations of
this act. The State Treasurer, with the approval of the Governor, shall
determine the appropriate form and maturity of the bonds authorized by this
section consistent with the underlying nature of the appropriation to be funded.
The State Treasurer shall allocate the estimated cost of bond issuance or
issuances to the entities to which funds are appropriated pursuant to this
section and for which bonding is required as the source of funds, pursuant to
32 V.S.A. § 954.

Total Revenues – Section 21 $123,180,000.00
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* * * Policy * * *

* * * Buildings and General Services * * *

Sec. 22. PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS; MISCELLANEOUS

(a)(1) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services is authorized
to sell the following five properties:

(A) Jay Peak Villages Townhouse V132, 236 South Village Road,
Jay, Vermont;

(B) Parcel Number 17-0400027, Shallow Brook Road, TH 40,
Jay, Vermont;

(C) Parcel Number 06-0040006, known as Okcha Land, 76.3 acres,
Jay, Vermont;

(D) Vermont Aquiros Farms, 1294 Loop Road, Troy, Vermont; and

(E) Parcel Number 7020043.000, 4452 Darling Hill Road, Burke,
Vermont.

(2) Notwithstanding 29 V.S.A. § 166(d), the net proceeds of the sale of
the properties described in subdivision (1) of this subsection (a) shall be
transferred to the Newport Economic Development Settlement Fund at the
Department of Economic Development (Dept ID 7120010481).

(b)(1) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services is authorized
to transfer a 20-by-20-feet parcel located on the Monocacy National Battlefield
Park located at 5201 Urbana Pike, Frederick, Maryland, to the United States
National Park Service.

(2) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services, on behalf of
the Division for Historic Preservation, is also authorized to enter into an
agreement to transfer the 10th Vermont Volunteer Infantry Regiment
Monument at the Monocacy National Battlefield Park in Frederick, Maryland,
to the United States National Park Service. The transfer shall be subject to
conditions that ensure rights of access, public visitation, and preservation of
the Monument.

Sec. 23. 29 V.S.A. § 821(a) is amended to read:

(a) State buildings.

(1) “Asa Bloomer State Office Building” shall be the name of the
building now known as the “Hulett” office building in the city of Rutland.

* * *
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(14) “Francis B. McCaffrey Courthouse” shall be the name of the
courthouse at 9 Merchants Row in Rutland.

Sec. 24. 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 88, Sec. 3a is amended to read:

Sec. 3a. REPEAL

2 V.S.A. chapter 30 (Capitol Complex Security Advisory Committee) is
repealed on June 30, 2019 June 30, 2021.

Sec. 25. 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 1, Sec. 100(c), as amended by 2014 Acts
and Resolves No. 179, Sec. E.113.1, 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 58, Sec.
113.1, 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 29, and 2018 Acts and Resolves
No. 190, Sec. 19 is further amended to read:

(c) Sec. 97 (general obligation debt financing) shall take effect on July 1,
2019 July 1, 2020.

Sec. 26. 32 V.S.A. § 310 is amended to read:

§ 310. FORM OF ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET AND 10-YEAR
CAPITAL PROGRAM PLAN

* * *

(b) The capital budget request for the following biennium shall be
presented as the next increment of the 10-year plan. Elements of the plan shall
include:

* * *

(C) The capital Capital needs and projections shall be for the current
and the next nine fiscal years, with longer-term projections presented for
programs with reasonably predictable longer-term needs.

(D) Capital needs and projections shall be presented independently of
financing requirements or opportunities.

(E) Capital needs and projections shall include an estimated cost of
deferred infrastructure maintenance in State buildings and facilities.

* * *

Sec. 27. STATE HOUSE SPACE; SHORT-TERM; ASSESSMENT

On or before January 15, 2020, the Sergeant at Arms and the Commissioner
of Buildings and General Services shall conduct an assessment of space needs
for legislative staff and Capitol Police offices and prepare a report with options
for space reconfiguration to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the Senate Committee on Institutions.
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* * * Corrections * * *

Sec. 28. COUNCIL ON STATE GOVERNMENTS; CORRECTIONS;
STUDY

The Legislative Branch shall coordinate with the Executive and Judicial
Branches to engage the Council on State Governments (CSG) to conduct a
review of programming and population trends in Vermont’s correctional
facilities. The review may include an evaluation of the women’s population
in Vermont and the programming and services needed to meet their needs, the
detention population, and barriers that exist to reducing the population. As
part of its evaluation, CSG may convene a group of interested stakeholders to
guide its work.

* * * Human Services * * *

Sec. 29. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 3, as amended by 2018 Acts
and Resolves No. 190, Sec. 2, is further amended to read:

Sec. 3. HUMAN SERVICES

* * *

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2019 to the Department of
Buildings and General Services for the Agency of Human Services:

* * *

(2) Chittenden County Regional Correctional Facility and Northwest
State Correctional Facility, renovations, beds for therapeutic placement and
Southern State Correctional Facility, fit-up for one soft-cell at Chittenden
County Regional Correctional Facility and one soft-cell at Southern State
Correctional Facility: $600,000.00

* * *

(c) For the amount appropriated in subdivision (b)(2) of this section:

(1) it is the intent of the General Assembly that the funds be used to
construct a therapeutic environment in the Chittenden Regional Correctional
Facility and in the Northwest State Correctional Facility for persons in the
custody of the Department of Corrections who do not meet the clinical criteria
for inpatient hospitalization but would benefit from a more therapeutic
placement. The therapeutic environment shall include three beds in the
Chittenden Regional Correctional Facility and ten or more beds in the Alpha
Unit at the Northwest State Correctional Facility.
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(2) the Commissioner of Buildings and General Services may use up to
$100,000.00 of the funds appropriated in subdivision (b)(1) of this section to
support this project. [Repealed.]

* * *

Sec. 30. REPLACEMENT OF MIDDLESEX SECURE RESIDENTIAL
RECOVERY FACILITY; INTENT

(a) To the extent that the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and
Independent Living amends its rules pertaining to therapeutic community
residences to allow secure residential recovery facilities to utilize emergency
involuntary procedures and that these rules are identical to the rules adopted by
the Department of Mental Health governing the use of emergency involuntary
procedures in psychiatric inpatient units, it is the intent of the General
Assembly that the State shall replace the Middlesex Secure Residential
Recovery Facility by:

(1) constructing a physically secure State-owned secure residential
recovery facility for up to an additional 16 beds that meets the security
standards currently used at the Middlesex Secure Residential Recovery
Facility; and

(2) exploring the placement of interim secure residential recovery beds
or permanent beds that could be flexible to meet other potential therapeutic
community residential uses as determined by the Department of Mental
Health.

(b) On or before December 15, 2019, the Department shall submit a report
to the House Committees on Appropriations, on Corrections and Institutions,
and on Health Care and to the Senate Committees on Appropriations, on
Institutions, and on Health and Welfare containing an analysis of operating
secure residential recovery beds at Rutland Regional Medical Center and
Rutland Mental Health Services.

Sec. 31. DEPARTMENT OF DISABILITIES, AGING, AND
INDEPENDENT LIVING; RULEMAKING

The Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living shall amend
its rules, pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25, pertaining to therapeutic community
residences to allow secure residential recovery facilities to utilize emergency
involuntary procedures so that those amended rules are finally adopted on or
before June 1, 2020, unless that deadline is extended by the Legislative
Committee on Administrative Rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 843(c). These
rules shall be identical to the rules adopted by the Department of Mental
Health that govern the use of emergency involuntary procedures in psychiatric
inpatient units.



THURSDAY, MAY 09, 2019 1011

* * * Information Technology * * *

Sec. 32. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY REVIEW

(a) The Executive Branch shall transfer, upon request, one vacant position
for use in the Legislative Joint Fiscal Office (JFO) for a staff position, or the
JFO may hire a consultant, to provide support to the General Assembly to
conduct independent reviews of State information technology projects and
operations.

(b) The Secretary of Digital Services shall:

(1) provide to the JFO access to the reviews conducted by Independent
Verification and Validation (IVV) firms hired to evaluate the State’s current
and planned information technology projects, as requested;

(2) ensure that IVV firms’ contracts allow the JFO to make requests for
information related to the projects that it is reviewing and that such requests
are provided to the JFO in a confidential manner; and

(3) provide to the JFO access to all other documentation related to
current and planned information technology projects and operations, as
requested.

(c) The JFO shall maintain a memorandum of understanding with the
Executive Branch relating to any documentation provided under subsection (b)
of this section that shall protect security and confidentiality.

(d) In FY 2020 and FY 2021, the JFO is authorized to use up to
$250,000.00 of the amounts appropriated in Sec. 3(b) of this act to fund
activities described in this section.

* * * Labor * * *

Sec. 33. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 190, Sec. 21 is amended to read:

Sec. 33a. ADULT CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
EQUIPMENT GRANT PILOT PROGRAM

(a) The General Assembly hereby establishes a pilot grant program to
authorize the Department of Labor, in consultation with the State Workforce
Development Board, to administer the Adult Career and Technical Education
Equipment Grant Pilot Program to support the purchase of equipment
necessary for the delivery of occupational training for students enrolled in a
postsecondary course offered by Vermont’s Career and Technical Education
Centers.

(b) Career and Technical Education Centers are the only eligible applicants
for grants awarded under the Program. Grants may only be awarded to
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applicants who demonstrate how use of the grant-funded equipment will be
shared with at least one other Career and Technical Education Center, a State
correctional facility, or an accredited post-secondary college or university
located in Vermont.

(c) An applicant’s training program shall qualify for a grant described in
subsection (a) of this section if it includes all of the following requirements:

(1) meets current occupational demand, as evidenced by current labor
market information;

(2) aligns with a career pathway or set of stackable credentials involving
a college or university accredited in Vermont;

(3) guarantees delivery of equipment to more than one region of the
State;

(4) is supported with a business or industry partnership;

(5)(4) sets forth how equipment will be maintained, insured, shared, and
transported, if applicable; and

(6)(5) is endorsed by the Adult Career and Technical Education
Association.

(c)(d) Grants awarded under this program shall be used to purchase capital-
eligible equipment. Grants shall not be used to support curriculum
development, instruction, or program administration.

(d)(e) On or before July 15, 2018, the Department shall develop and
publish a simplified grant application that meets the criteria described in
subsection (b) of this section. The Department shall consult with the Agency
of Education and the State Workforce Development Board in reviewing
applications and selecting grantees.

(e)(f) Grantees shall have ownership over any share of equipment
purchased with the use of these funds. Any equipment purchased from this
program may also be used by secondary career technical education programs.

(f)(g) On or before February 15, 2019, the Department of Labor shall
submit a report to the House Committee on Corrections and Institutions and
the Senate Committee on Institutions that includes the following:

(1) how the funds were used, expected outcomes, recommended
performance metrics to ensure success of the program, and any other relevant
information that would inform future decisions about the use of this program;

(2) assessment of the functionality and accessibility of shared-
equipment agreements; and
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(3) how, and the extent to which, the program shall be funded in the
future.

* * * Sunset of Adult Career and Technical Education
Equipment Grant Program * * *

Sec. 33b. REPEAL OF ADULT CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION EQUIPMENT GRANT PROGRAM

The Adult Career and Technical Education Equipment Grant Program
established in Sec. 33a of this act shall be repealed on July 1, 2019 July 1,
2021.

* * * Military * * *

Sec. 34. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 12, as amended by 2018 Acts
and Resolves No. 190, Sec. 9, is further amended to read:

Sec. 12. MILITARY

* * *

(b) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2019 to the Department of
Military for the projects described in this subsection:

(1) Maintenance, renovations, roof replacements, ADA renovations, and
energy upgrades at State armories. To the extent feasible, these funds shall be
used to match federal funds: $780,000.00

(2) Bennington Armory, site acquisition and permitting: $60,000.00

* * *

* * * Natural Resources * * *

Sec. 35. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec. 11, as amended by 2018 Acts
and Resolves No. 190, Sec. 8, is further amended to read:

Sec. 11. CLEAN WATER INITIATIVES

* * *

(l) The following sums are appropriated in FY 2019 to the Municipal
Mitigation Assistance Program in the Agency of Transportation:

(1) Municipal Highway and Stormwater Mitigation Program:

$1,000,000.00 $359,860.00

(2) Better Roads Program: $1,400,000.00 $2,040,140.00

* * *



1014 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

* * * Municipal Public Water Supply Systems * * *

Sec. 36. 24 V.S.A. § 4755 is amended to read:

§ 4755. LOAN; LOAN AGREEMENTS; GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Except as provided by subsection (c) of this section, the Bond Bank
may make loans to a municipality on behalf of the State for one or more of the
purposes set forth in section 4754 of this chapter. Each of the loans shall be
made subject to the following conditions and limitations:

* * *

(3) The loan shall be evidenced by a municipal bond, payable by the
municipality over a term not to exceed 30 40 years or the projected useful life
of the project, whichever is less, except:

(A) there shall be no deferral of payment;

(B) the term of the loan shall not exceed 20 30 years when required
by section 4763c of this title; and

(C) the loan may be evidenced by any other permitted debt
instrument payable as permitted by chapter 53 of this title; and

(D) the term of the loan shall not exceed 30 years for clean water
projects.

* * *

Sec. 37. 24 V.S.A. § 4763c is amended to read:

§ 4763c. LOANS TO MUNICIPALITIES FOR MUNICIPAL PUBLIC
WATER SUPPLY SYSTEMS

(a) The Secretary may certify to the Vermont Municipal Bond Bank
established by section 4571 of this title the award of a loan to a municipality to
assist with a public water supply system project, when the Secretary finds that:

(1) the project is necessary;

(2) the proposed type, size, and estimated cost of the project are suitable
for its intended purpose; and

(3) the municipality will have the technical, financial, and managerial
ability to operate the facility in compliance with federal and State law.

(b) The certification by the Secretary shall specify the interest rate, and
indicate which of the following loan conditions concerning construction loans
apply:
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(1) The term shall not exceed 20 30 years, and the annual interest rate,
plus the administrative fee, shall be no more than three percent or less than
zero percent, except that when the applicant municipality is disadvantaged as
defined by subdivision 4752(12) of this title, the term shall not exceed 30
40 years. When the applicant municipality is disadvantaged as defined in
subdivision 4752(12), the annual interest rate, plus the administrative fee, shall
be no less than minus three percent.

* * *

(3) Loans awarded to a municipality that have not initiated repayment
prior to January 1, 2019 may be extended as provided by subdivisions (b)(1)
and (b)(2) of this section.

* * * School Safety and Security * * *

Sec. 38. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, as amended by 2018 Acts and
Resolves No. 190, Sec. 26, is further amended to read:

Sec. 36a. SCHOOL SAFETY AND SECURITY CAPITAL GRANT
PROGRAM

(a) Creation. There is created the School Safety and Security Capital Grant
Program to be administered by the Department of Public Safety to enhance
safety and security in Vermont schools, as defined in 16 V.S.A. § 3447.

(1) As used in this section, “school” means:

(A) public schools, as defined in 16 V.S.A. § 11;

(B) schools administered by regional career technical center school
districts, as defined in 16 V.S.A. § 1571;

(C) joint contract schools, as described in 16 V.S.A. § 571; and

(D) approved independent schools, as defined in 16 V.S.A. § 166.

(2) The amount appropriated in Sec. 10 of this act 2018 Acts and
Resolves No. 190, Sec. 10, adding 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 84, Sec.
13(c)(1), and in Sec. 13(b) of this act, shall be used to fund this Program.

* * *

(c) Guidelines. The following guidelines shall apply to capital grants for
school safety measures:

* * *

(3) The Program is authorized to award one capital grants grant of up to
$25,000.00 per school. Each school shall be required to provide a 25 percent
match to the grant amount. The required match shall be met through dollars
raised and not in-kind services.
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* * *

(f) FY 2020 Grant Awards. In FY 2020, the Program may award a grant
to an eligible school that applied for but did not receive a grant award in
FY 2019.

* * * Sunset of School Security Grant Program * * *

Sec. 36b. REPEAL OF SCHOOL SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM

The School Safety and Security Grant Program established in Sec. 26 of
this act shall be repealed on July 1, 2019 June 30, 2020.

* * *

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 39. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 22(a) (sale of Jay
Peak properties) shall not take effect until the final disposition of State of
Vermont v. Quiros, et al., Docket No. 217-4-16 (Wncv), including all appeals,
is determined, and shall not take effect at all if that final disposition holds that
the State has not acquired the properties.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator McCormack, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the
bill was referred, reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House
that the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Institutions
with the following amendments thereto:

First: In Sec. 1, legislative intent, in subsection (a), by striking out the
following “$63,103,628.00” and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
$62,125,628.00

Second: In Sec. 2, State buildings, in subsection (b), by striking out the
following: “$6,600,313.00” and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
$7,328,313.00 and by striking out all after subsection (c) and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Appropriation – FY 2020 $20,123,423.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $21,863,313.00

Total Appropriation – Section 2 $41,986,736.00

Third: In Sec. 3, human services, in subsection (a), by striking out
subdivision (3) in its entirety and renumbering the remaining subdivisions to
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be numerically correct and, in subsection (c), by inserting after subdivision (2),
a new subdivision (3) to read as follows:

(3) Statewide, correctional facility, justice reinvestment II: $250,000.00

and by striking out subsection (e) in its entirety, and by relettering the
remaining subsections to be alphabetically correct, and by striking out all after
the new subsection (e) and inserting the following:

Appropriation – FY 2020 $8,828,000.00

Appropriation – FY 2021 $5,875,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 3 $14,703,000.00

Fourth: In Sec. 17, Sergeant at Arms, by striking out the section in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 17 to read as follows:

Sec. 17. SERGEANT AT ARMS

The sum of $30,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2020 to the Sergeant at Arms
for chairs for Committee rooms.

Appropriation – FY 2020 $30,000.00

Total Appropriation – Section 17 $30,000.00

Fifth: By striking out Sec. 28, Council on State Governments; Corrections;
study, in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 28 to read as
follows:

Sec. 28. COUNCIL ON STATE GOVERNMENTS; CORRECTIONS;
STUDY

The Legislative Branch shall contract with the Council on State
Governments to work with the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches
and conduct a review of programming, transitional services, and population
trends in Vermont’s correctional facilities. The review may include an
evaluation of the women’s population in Vermont and the programming and
services needed to meet their needs, the detention population, and barriers that
exist to reducing the population.

Sixth: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 29a to read as follows:

Sec. 29a. WOODSIDE JUVENILE REHABILITATION CENTER;
REPORT

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall develop an alternative proposal for
secure beds for delinquent youth. The proposal shall take into account the report
required pursuant to 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 201, Sec. 12 and how therapeutic
needs can be met.
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(b) On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Human Services shall
submit a copy of the proposal to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Corrections and Institutions, on Human Services, and on Judiciary, and the Senate
Committees on Appropriations, on Health and Welfare, on Institutions, and on
Judiciary.

Seventh: In Sec. 11, clean water initiatives, in subdivision (f)(1), after the
word “section” by inserting the following: pursuant to 10 V.S.A.
§ 1389(a)(B)(ii)

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of proposal of amendment of the Committee
on Institutions was amended as recommended by the Committee on
Appropriations.

Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Appropriations, as amended, was agreed to.

Thereupon, Senator Starr moved that the Senate proposal of amendment be
amended by striking out Sec. 27, State House space; short-term; assessment, in
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 27 to read as follows:

Sec. 27. STATE HOUSE SPACE; SHORT-TERM; ASSESSMENT

(a) On or before January 15, 2020, the Sergeant at Arms and the
Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall conduct an assessment
of space needs that considers the following:

(1) repurposing Room 2 to serve as a committee room; and

(2) an assessment of space needs for legislative staff, the Sergeant at
Arms, and the Capitol Police.

(b) The Sergeant at Arms and the Commissioner of Buildings and General
Services shall report the findings of the assessment described in subsection (a)
of this section with options for space reconfiguration to the Joint Legislative
Management Committee and the Senate Committee on Institutions and the
House Committee on Corrections and Institutions.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.

Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 542.

An act relating to making appropriations for the support of government.
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Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Kitchel
Senator Sears
Senator Westman

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 529.

An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous changes to
laws related to transportation.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Mazza
Senator Ashe
Senator Perchlik

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Rules Suspended; Action Messaged

On motion of Senator Mazza, the rules were suspended, and the action on
the following bills was ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

H. 529, H. 542.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Mazza, the Senate adjourned until eleven o’clock and
thirty minutes in the morning.

________________

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Message from the House No. 63

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:
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Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has passed a House bill of the following title:

H. 143. An act relating to appointing town agents.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 31. An act relating to informed health care financial decision making.

S. 73. An act relating to licensure of ambulatory surgical centers.

S. 112. An act relating to earned good time.

S. 131. An act relating to insurance and securities.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered joint resolution originating in the Senate of the
following title:

J.R.S. 27. Joint resolution relating to weekend adjournment.

And has adopted the same in concurrence.

The House has considered Senate proposals of amendment to the following
House bills:

H. 79. An act relating to eligibility for farm-to-school grant assistance.

H. 104. An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the
Office of Professional Regulation.

And has severally concurred therein.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 527. An act relating to Executive Branch and Judicial Branch fees.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:

Rep. Scheu of Middlebury
Rep. Brennan of Colchester
Rep. Browning of Arlington.
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Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 512.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Sears, the
rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous court and Judiciary related amendments.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Judiciary, Senator Sears moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order to
commit the bill to the Committee on Appropriations with the report of the
Committee on Judiciary intact,

Which was agreed to.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 292.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Bray, the
rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to town banners over highway rights-of-way.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on Natural
Resources and Energy, Senator Bray moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended
in order to commit the bill to the Committee on Finance with the report of the
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy intact,

Which was agreed to.

Bill Referred

House bill of the following title was read the first time:

H. 143. An act relating to appointing town agents.

And pursuant to Temporary Rule 44A was referred to the Committee on
Rules.

Bills Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

House bills of the following titles were severally read the third time and
passed in concurrence with proposal of amendment:

H. 460. An act relating to sealing and expungement of criminal history
records.

H. 541. An act relating to changes that affect the revenue of the State.
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Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 533.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to workforce development.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Rodgers moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment in Sec. 11, section (d)(2) [qualified
expenses], by striking out subparagraph (B) in its entirety and re-lettering the
remaining subparagraphs to be alphabetically correct.

Which was disagreed to.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Sirotkin moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment by striking out Sec. 14 and its reader
assistance in their entireties and inserting lieu thereof the following:

* * * Appropriations * * *

Sec. 14. APPROPRIATIONS

Of the $2,000,000.00 appropriated from the General Fund to the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development in Sec. B.1101(23) of H.542 (2019),
the Agency shall use the funding for the following economic development
initiatives in the amount specified:

(1) $225,000.00 to identify, recruit, and provide relocation assistance to
workers, including:

(A) identifying target audiences;

(B) targeting through digital and social media;

(C) executing the State’s core Economic Development Marketing
Plan through paid, owned, and earned media, utilizing technology, data, and
analysis tools; and

(D) implementing strategies that convert visitors to residents and
awarding grants for regional partnerships to help recruitment efforts at the
local and regional levels;

(2) $1,500,000.00 to provide incentives that assist workers and families
relocating to Vermont under the New Worker Relocation Incentive Program
created in Sec. 11 of this act; and
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(3) $275,000.00, which the Agency shall transfer to the Department of
Labor to expand opportunities for apprenticeships, training, and postsecondary
career and technical education through the workforce education and training
fund created in 10 V.S.A. § 543 and to perform its duties pursuant to 10 V.S.A.
§ 540(1).

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 543.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to capital construction and State bonding.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Sirotkin moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment by adding a new Sec. 26a, amending
32 V.S.A. § 1001, to read as follows:

Sec. 26a. 32 V.S.A. § 1001 is amended to read:

§ 1001. CAPITAL DEBT AFFORDABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(a) Committee established. A Capital Debt Affordability Advisory
Committee is hereby created with the duties and composition provided by this
section.

* * *

(d) Committee composition.

(1) Committee membership shall consist of:

(A) As ex officio members:

(i) the State Treasurer;

(ii) the Secretary of Administration; and

(iii) a representative of the Vermont Municipal Bond Bank chosen
by the directors of the Bank.

(B) Two individuals with experience in accounting or finance, who
are not officials or employees of State government appointed by the Governor
for six-year terms.
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(C) The Auditor of Accounts who shall be a nonvoting ex officio
member.

(D) One person who is not an official or employee of State
government with experience in accounting or finance appointed by the State
Treasurer for a six-year term.

(E) The Legislative Economist or other designee of the Joint Fiscal
Office, who shall be a nonvoting ex officio member.

(2) The State Treasurer shall be the Chair of the Committee.

* * *

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposal of amendment on a roll call, Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Senator Ashe having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and are
as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Benning, Bray, Brock, Campion, Clarkson, Collamore, Cummings, Hardy,
Hooker, Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, McNeil,
Nitka, Parent, Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers, Sears, Sirotkin, Starr,
Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: None.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 16.

Senator White, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to boards and commissions.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Vermont State Archives and Records Administration; State Boards and
Commissions Registry * * *

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 116a is amended to read:

§ 116a. MAINTENANCE OF INVENTORY OF STATE BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS REGISTRY
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(a)(1) The Secretary of State Vermont State Archives and Records
Administration shall maintain and make available on his or her official its
website an inventory a registry of the State boards and commissions, and shall
update that inventory registry when changes are made that affect the
information provided in the inventory registry.

(2)(A) The inventory registry shall include the names of the members of
each State board and commission, their term length and expiration, and their
appointing authority.

(B) Each State board and commission shall be responsible for
providing to the Secretary of State Vermont State Archives and Records
Administration this inventory registry information and any updates to it in a
manner prescribed by the State Archivist.

(3) The registry shall track the dates of the initial creation of State
boards and commissions created by State law and of any amendments to those
laws for the purpose of the intended five-year expiration of those State boards
and commissions described in subsection (b) of this section.

(b)(1) It is the intent of the General Assembly that, except for State boards
and commissions required by interstate compact and except as otherwise
provided by law, a State board or commission created by State law shall cease
to exist after five years from the date of its initial creation, five years from the
last date that the statutory or session law containing the State board or
commission was amended, or on January 1, 2025, whichever date is latest.

(2)(A) In each biennial session beginning in the year 2025, the Office of
Legislative Council, in consultation with the Vermont State Archives and
Records Administration and based on the registry’s date tracking described in
subdivision (a)(3) of this section, shall prepare for the General Assembly’s
review a list of the State boards and commissions subject to expiration under
this subsection.

(B) A State board or commission shall only expire pursuant to
legislative enactment.

(c) As used in this section, “State boards and commissions board or
commission” means a professional or occupational licensing boards board or
commissions commission, advisory boards board or commissions commission,
appeals boards board, promotional boards board, interstate boards board,
supervisory boards and councils board or council, and or any other boards or
commissions of the State similar entity that:

(1) is created by State law, by federal law and contains State appointees,
or by executive order;
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(2) is established as or is attached to an Executive Branch entity;

(3) has statewide jurisdiction or carries out a State function; and

(4) is not composed of members appointed exclusively by regional,
county, or municipal entities.

Sec. 2. 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 2, Sec. 15 is amended to read:

Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018, except that Sec. 12, 3 V.S.A.
§ 116a (Secretary of State VSARA; maintenance of inventory of State boards
and commissions registry), shall take effect on January 1, 2019 2023.

Sec. 3. VERMONT STATE ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINISTRATION; POSITION

(a) There is created within the Secretary of State’s Vermont State Archives
and Records Administration one new permanent classified Registry
Administrator to create and maintain the registry described in 3 V.S.A. § 116a.

(b) Any funding necessary to support the position created in subsection (a)
of this section shall be derived from the Secretary of State Services Fund, with
no General Fund dollars.

* * * Standard Per Diem and Expense Reimbursement * * *

Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 1010 is amended to read:

§ 1010. MEMBERS OF CERTAIN BOARDS

(a) Except for those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly
employed by the State, the compensation of the members of the following
Boards boards shall be entitled to receive $50.00 in per diem compensation:

(1) Board of Bar Examiners

(2) Board of Libraries

(3) Vermont Milk Commission

(4) Board of Education

(5) State Board of Health

(6) Emergency Board

(7) Board of Liquor and Lottery

(8) Human Services Board

(9) State Fish and Wildlife Board

(10) State Board of Mental Health
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(11) Vermont Employment Security Board

(12) Capitol Complex Commission

(13) Natural Gas and Oil Resources Board

(14) Transportation Board

(15) Vermont Veterans’ Home Board of Trustees

(16) Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(17) The Electricians’ Licensing Board

(18) Offender Work Programs Board

(19) Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefit Review Board

(20) Community High School of Vermont Board

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, members of
professional or occupational licensing boards or commissions, advisory boards
or commissions, appeals boards, promotional boards, interstate boards,
supervisory boards and councils, or any other boards, or commissions, or
similar entities that are not listed in subsection (a) of this section but are
otherwise entitled by act of the General Assembly to receive per diem
compensation, shall be entitled to receive per diem compensation in the
amount of $50.00 per day for each day devoted to official duties. This
subsection shall not reduce the amount of per diem compensation heretofore
provided by act of the General Assembly to members of boards or
commissions entitled to receive more than $50.00 per day.

(2) “Per diem” means the amount of compensation to which a member
of a statutory board or commission is entitled for:

(1)(A) attendance at a regular or special meeting of such board or
commission or any committee thereof; or

(2)(B) performance of other duties directly related to the efficient
conduct of necessary board business as assigned and approved by the
chairperson, provided that payment for such duties shall be at the per diem rate
prorated for actual time spent performing duties. Proration shall be calculated
based on an eight-hour day. Under no circumstances shall the daily payment
exceed the per diem amount.

(c) The members of the boards and departments commissions, including
those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly employed by the
State, shall be entitled to receive their actual and necessary expenses when
away from home or office upon their official duties.
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(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, a member shall not be entitled to receive State per diem compensation
for any meeting or other official duty for which specific compensation is
provided by another source.

(e) The Governor may authorize per diem compensation and expense
reimbursement in accordance with this section for members of boards and
commissions, including temporary study commissions, created by Executive
Order.

(f) Members of the Parole Board shall be entitled to receive $100.00 per
diem for each day of official duties together with reimbursement of reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

* * * Travel Information Council * * *

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 484 is amended to read:

§ 484. TRAVEL INFORMATION COUNCIL; CREATION, MEMBERSHIP,
TERMS

(a) The Travel Information Council is created to administer the provisions
of this chapter.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall be responsible for the
administration and maintenance of the official business directional sign
program, information plazas, and other tourist information facilities deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(2) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall be
responsible for the collection and distribution of travel information, as deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(b)(1) The Travel Information Council may make adopt rules, consistent
with this chapter relating to the determination of locations for official business
directional signs and to all other matters necessary and appropriate to the
administration of this chapter. In making adopting those rules it shall give
consideration to the adequacy of information provided by highway directional
signs and the preservation of scenic and aesthetic values and shall consult with
the Agency of Transportation as to matters of highway safety.

(2) It shall determine whether official business directional signs at a
particular location shall be displayed in tiers or upon panels.

(3) It shall advise the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development on policies and matters pertaining to collection and distribution
of tourist information.
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(c)(1) The Travel Information Council shall have seven members,
comprising the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or
designee, who shall chair the council Council, and six appointed members as
follows: one representing the lodging industry, one the restaurant industry, one
the recreation industry, one the Agency of Transportation, one the general
public, and one agriculture.

(2) The six appointed members shall be appointed by the Governor with
the advice and consent of the Senate with the six initially appointed members
appointed as of the effective date of this chapter, with three initial members
appointed for one year terms, and three for two year terms. Three appointed in
two-year staggered terms so that three members shall be are appointed
biennially thereafter annually. The members are eligible for reappointment.

(3) Members of the Council shall be entitled to per diem compensation
and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which
shall be paid by the Agency of Transportation.

(d)(1) The Travel Information Council shall designate, in each State
transportation district, a person to represent business, a person to represent the
public, and a person to represent the district planning or development agencies
as a committee to act for it in those districts in considering applications for
signs and the location thereof.

(2) The members of the committee shall serve at the pleasure of the
Council, and a majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the
conduct of any business.

(3) A person aggrieved by a decision of a committee may ask for and
shall be granted a hearing before the Travel Information Council and may
appeal on questions of law to the Superior Court under V.R.C.P. 74 from a
decision of the Council.

* * * Travel and Recreation Council * * *

Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 652 is amended to read:

§ 652. TRAVEL AND RECREATION COUNCIL; MEMBERSHIP

(a) A travel and recreation council The Travel and Recreation Council is
created. It shall comprise the following members:

(1) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development, or
designee;

(2) the Secretary of Natural Resources, or designee,;

(3) the Secretary of Transportation, or designee,;
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(4) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, or designee,;

(5) the Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing, or designee; and

(6) ten members from the private sector appointed by the Governor.

(b)(1) The ten members appointed by the Governor shall serve a term of
three years, beginning July 1, or the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial
appointments, the Governor shall appoint three for one year, four for two
years, and three for three years.

(2) When appointing members, the Governor shall consider persons
who have understanding of the travel and recreation industry and who will
adequately represent the various interests in the State.

(c) The Council shall elect its chair annually from among its members.

(d) The Council shall meet at least quarterly at the call of the chair Chair or
the agency secretary.

(e) Members of the Council shall be entitled to receive per diem
compensation and reimbursement for of expenses in accordance with as
permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development.

* * * Vermont Community Development Board * * *

Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. § 685 is amended to read:

§ 685. THE VERMONT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(a) There shall be is created within the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development the Vermont Community Development Board
consisting of nine members who shall be residents of the State.

(b)(1) The members shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of three
years, or for the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial appointments, the
Governor shall appoint three for one year, three for two years, and three for
three years.

(2) In the appointment of the members, consideration shall be given to
the selection of such persons as shall adequately represent the interests of
various sections of the State and the principal beneficiaries of the program.

(c) The Chair shall be appointed annually by the Governor from among the
members.

(d) Members of the Board shall be compensated at the rate of $30.00 per
day for time spent in the performance of their duties, and they shall be
reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred therein entitled to receive per diem
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compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.
§ 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency.

(e) No person who receives a significant portion of his or her income
directly or indirectly from the community development activities governed by
this subchapter shall be a member of the Board.

(f) The Agency shall provide staff assistance and administrative support to
the Board.

(g) Prior to January 15 of each year, the Board shall submit a report of its
activities and grants for the preceding year to the Governor and General
Assembly.

* * * State and Regional Economic Development and Planning Services
Oversight Panel * * *

Sec. 8. REPEAL

2010 Acts and Resolves No. 146, Sec. G.6 (State and Regional Economic
Development and Planning Services; Oversight Panel) is repealed.

* * * Development Cabinet * * *

Sec. 9. 3 V.S.A. § 2293 is amended to read:

§ 2293. DEVELOPMENT CABINET

(a) Legislative purpose. The General Assembly deems it prudent to
establish a permanent and formal mechanism to assure collaboration and
consultation among State agencies and departments, in order to support and
encourage Vermont’s economic development, while at the same time
conserving and promoting Vermont’s traditional settlement patterns, its
working and rural landscape, its strong communities, and its healthy
environment, all in a manner set forth in this section.

(b) Development Cabinet.

(1) A Development Cabinet is created, to consist of the Secretaries of
the Agencies of Administration, of Agriculture, Food and Markets, of
Commerce and Community Development, of Education, of Natural Resources,
and of Transportation. The Governor or the Governor’s designee shall chair
the Development Cabinet.

(2) The Development Cabinet shall advise the Governor on how best to
implement the purposes of this section, and shall recommend changes as
appropriate to improve implementation of those purposes.

(3) The Development Cabinet may establish interagency work groups to
support its mission, drawing membership from any agency or department of
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State government. Any interagency work groups established under this
subsection shall evaluate, test the feasibility of, and suggest alternatives to
economic development proposals, including proposals for public-private
partnerships, submitted to them for consideration. The Development Cabinet
shall refer to appropriate interagency workgroups any economic development
proposal that has a significant impact on the inventory or use of State land or
buildings.

(c) Implementation. All State agencies that have programs or take actions
affecting land use, including those identified under 3 V.S.A. chapter 67, shall,
through or in conjunction with the members of the Development Cabinet:

(1) Support conservation of working lands and open spaces.

(2) Strengthen agricultural and forest product economies, and encourage
the diversification of these industries.

(3) Develop and implement plans to educate the public by encouraging
discussion at the local level about the impacts of poorly designed growth, and
support local efforts to enhance and encourage development and economic
growth in the State’s existing towns and villages.

(4) Administer tax credits, loans, and grants for water, sewer, housing,
schools, transportation, and other community or industrial infrastructure, in a
manner consistent with the purposes of this section.

(5) To the extent possible, endeavor to make the expenditure of State
appropriations consistent with the purposes of this section.

(6) Encourage development in, and work to revitalize, land and
buildings in existing village and urban centers, including “brownfields,”
housing stock, and vacant or underutilized development zones. Each agency is
to set meaningful and quantifiable benchmarks.

(7) Encourage communities to approve settlement patterns based on
maintaining the State’s compact villages, open spaces, working landscapes,
and rural countryside.

(8) Encourage relatively intensive residential development close to
resources such as schools, shops, and community centers and make
infrastructure investments to support this pattern.

(9) Support recreational opportunities that build on Vermont’s
outstanding natural resources, and encourage public access for activities such
as boating, hiking, fishing, skiing, hunting, and snowmobiling. Support and
work collaboratively to make possible sound development and well-planned
growth in existing recreational infrastructure.
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(10) Provide means and opportunity for downtown housing for mixed
social and income groups in each community.

(11) [Repealed.]

(12) Encourage timely and efficient processing of permit applications
affecting land use, including 10 V.S.A. chapter 151 and the subdivision
regulations adopted under 18 V.S.A. § 1218, in order to encourage the
development of affordable housing and small business expansion, while
protecting Vermont’s natural resources.

(13) Participate in creating a long-term economic development plan,
including making available the members of any agency or department of State
government as necessary and appropriate to support the mission of an
interagency work group established under subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Interagency work group.

(1) Pursuant to the recommendations of the Oversight Panel on
Economic Development created in 2010 Acts and Resolves No. 146, Sec. G6,
the Development Cabinet shall create an interagency work group as provided
in subsection (b) of this section with the Secretary of Commerce and
Community Development serving as its chair.

(2) The mission of the work group shall be to develop a long-term
economic development plan for the State, which shall identify goals and
recommend actions to be taken over 10 years, and which shall be consistent
with the four principles of economic development identified in 10 V.S.A. § 3
and the relevant population-level outcomes for economic development set
forth in 3 V.S.A. § 2311.

(e) Long-term economic development plan.

(1) On or before January 15, 2014, and every two years thereafter, the
Development Cabinet or its work group shall complete a long-term economic
development plan as required under subsection (d) of this section and
recommend it to the Governor.

(2) Commencing with the plan due on or before January 15, 2016, the
Development Cabinet or its work group may elect only to prepare and
recommend to the Governor an update of the long-term economic development
plan.

(3) Administrative support for the economic development planning
efforts of the Development Cabinet or its work group shall be provided by the
Agency of Commerce and Community Development.
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(f) Limitations. This Cabinet is strictly an information gathering and
coordinating cabinet and confers no additional enforcement powers.
[Repealed.]

* * * Commission on International Trade and State Sovereignty * * *

Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 23 is amended to read:

§ 23. THE COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE

(a) Definitions. For the purposes of this section: “International Trade
Agreement” means a trade agreement between the federal government and a
foreign country. International Trade Agreement does not include a trade
agreement between the State and a foreign country to which the federal
government is not a party.

(b) Membership. There is created a Commission on International Trade
and State Sovereignty consisting of:

(1) the Chair of the House Committee on Commerce or his or her
designee;

(2) the Chair of the Senate Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs or his or her designee;

(3) a representative of a nonprofit environmental organization,
appointed by the Governor from a list provided by the Vermont Natural
Resources Council;

(4) a representative of organized labor, appointed by the Governor from
a list provided by Vermont AFL-CIO, Vermont NEA, and the Vermont State
Employees’ Association;

(5) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or his or
her designee;

(6) the Attorney General or his or her designee;

(7) a representative of an exporting Vermont business, appointed by the
Governor;

(8) a representative of a Vermont business actively involved in
international trade, appointed by the Governor;

(9) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or his or her
designee; and

(10) a representative of a Vermont chamber of commerce, appointed by
the Governor.

(c) Powers and duties.
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(1) The Commission shall conduct an annual assessment of the legal and
economic impacts of International Trade Agreements on State and local laws,
State sovereignty, and the business environment.

(2) It shall provide a mechanism for citizens and legislators to voice
their concerns, which it shall use to make policy recommendations to the
General Assembly, to the Governor, to Vermont’s congressional delegation, or
to the trade representatives of the United States government.
Recommendations shall be designed to protect Vermont’s job and business
environment, and State sovereignty from any negative impacts of trade
agreements.

(3) It may recommend legislation or preferred practices and shall work
with interested groups in other states to develop means to resolve the
conflicting goals and tension inherent in the relationship between international
trade and State sovereignty.

(4) As provided for in 9 V.S.A. chapter 111A, the Commission shall
consider and develop formal recommendations with respect to how the State
should best respond to challenges and opportunities posed by a particular
International Agreement.

(d) Reporting. The Commission shall submit an annual report, which shall
be prepared by the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development, to
the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development, the Senate
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, the
Governor, and Vermont’s congressional delegation. The report shall contain
information acquired pursuant to activities carried out under subsection (c) of
this section. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports)
shall not apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

(e) Staff services. The Commission shall be entitled to staff services of the
Agency of Commerce and Community Development, the Legislative Council,
and the Joint Fiscal Committee.

(f) Per diem. For attendance at a meeting when the General Assembly is
not in session, legislative members of the Commission shall be entitled to the
same per diem compensation and reimbursement for actual and necessary
expenses as provided members of Standing Committees under 2 V.S.A. § 406.
Except for members employed by the State, members of the Commission shall
be entitled to the same per diem compensation as provided under 32 V.S.A. §
1010(a) and mileage reimbursement as provided under 32 V.S.A. § 1267.
[Repealed.]
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* * * Film and New Media Advisory Board * * *

Sec. 11. 3 V.S.A. § 2471d is amended to read:

§ 2471d. VERMONT FILM AND NEW MEDIA ADVISORY BOARD

The Secretary of Commerce and Community Development shall appoint a
Film and New Media Advisory Board to make recommendations to the
Secretary on promoting Vermont as a location for commercial film and
television production and facilitating the participation of local individuals and
companies in such productions. The primary function of the Advisory Board is
to recommend to the Secretary strategies to link Vermonters employed in the
film and new media, video, or other creative arts, to economic opportunities in
their trades in Vermont. [Repealed.]

* * * Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. chapter 12, subchapter 6 is amended to read:

Subchapter 6. Family Farm Assistance

§ 271. PURPOSES

It is the intention of the General Assembly in enacting this subchapter to
provide a limited source of loan funds to family farmers or prospective family
farmers under terms and conditions that will reduce their investment costs to
an extent that offers them a reasonable chance to succeed. [Repealed.]

§ 272. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Authority” means the Vermont Economic Development Authority.

(2) “Family farmer” means a person who is a resident of this State and
who is, or will become, engaged in farming on his or her own behalf managing
and operating the farm on a full-time basis and whose net worth (including his
or her dependents and spouse) does not exceed $150,000.00.

(3) “Farming” shall mean the cultivation of land or other uses of land
for the production of food, fiber, horticultural, orchard, or forest crops, or the
raising of livestock, poultry, equines, fish, or bees. Farming also includes the
storage, preparation, retail sale, and transportation of agricultural commodities
accessory to the cultivation or use of such land.

(4) “Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation” means the nonprofit quasi-
public corporation for which articles of association have been filed with the
Secretary of State on April 26, 1935. [Repealed.]
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§ 273. FARMERS LOAN PROGRAM; ELIGIBILITY; APPLICATION

(a) The Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation shall establish a family farm
assistance loan program to: strengthen existing farms, encourage
diversification and innovative farming techniques, increase energy efficiency
and reduce energy consumption, and assist beginning farmers to start new
farms, provided that beginning farmers will not produce commodities that are
already in surplus.

(b) In order to be eligible an applicant shall be:

(1) a family farmer who is a resident of this State;

(2) an owner or prospective purchaser of agricultural land in the State or
depreciable farm machinery, equipment, or livestock to be used in the State;

(3) a person of sufficient education, training, or experience in the type
of farming for which the applicant requests the loan;

(4) an operator or proposed operator of a farm for whom the loan
reduces investment costs to an extent that offers him or her a reasonable
chance to succeed;

(5) a credit-worthy person under such standards as the Vermont
Rehabilitation Corporation may, in its discretion, establish; and

(6) in compliance with the requirements of subdivisions 262(2) through
(4) and subdivisions (6) through (10) of this title. For purposes of this
subchapter, the terms “eligible facility” and “facility” as used in section 262
shall be defined to include all farming operations.

(c) Applicants for the family farmer assistance loan program under this
subchapter shall apply to the Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation, which shall
review proposed farm projects, and the applicant’s qualifications and grant
loans under the provisions of this subchapter, subject to such reasonable terms
and conditions as the Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation deems appropriate.

(d) Any person who obtains a loan under this subchapter shall not be
eligible for loan assistance under subchapter 5 of this chapter during the period
in which the subchapter 6 loan is outstanding.

(e) All meetings of the Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation board of
directors that concern the family farm assistance program shall be subject to
1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 5. [Repealed.]

§ 274. LOAN TERMS AND CONDITIONS

(a) Within the limits of funds available, the Vermont Rehabilitation
Corporation may make loans to eligible applicants upon such terms and
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conditions as may reasonably be expected to be fulfilled by the applicant. In
no event shall the total principal obligation of all Vermont Economic
Development authority loans granted under this subchapter to any family
farmer exceed $50,000.00.

(b) The Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation shall require the farmer to
execute a note, loan agreement, security agreement, mortgage, or other
evidence of indebtedness in favor of the Authority sufficient to protect
reasonably the security of the mortgage or secured loan. All payments shall be
made to the Authority for the use of section 234 of this title. The Vermont
Economic Development Authority shall service all loans made by the Vermont
Rehabilitation Corporation under this subchapter. In the event of default by a
loan recipient under this subchapter, the Authority shall consult with the
Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation prior to commencing any collection or
foreclosure action. [Repealed.]

§ 275. FUNDING

In fiscal year 1986, the Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation, in its
discretion, may loan up to $400,000.00 of the Vermont Jobs Fund established
by section 234 of this title for the purposes of this subchapter. Depending on
its assessment of the progress of the family farm assistance program, the
General Assembly may adjust the loan limits from those established for fiscal
year 1986 and may establish appropriate loan limits in fiscal years 1987 and
1988. [Repealed.]

§ 277. PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, with the consent of
the Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation, may use a portion of the funds
provided under section 275 of this title, not to exceed $20,000.00 in any fiscal
year, to contract for assistance in reviewing loan applications, making
recommendations to the board, reviewing compliance with loan conditions,
and carrying out such other activities as the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets may direct.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets may provide the
Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation with additional personnel and other
support as he or she deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this
subchapter. [Repealed.]

* * * State Natural Resources Conservation Council
Board of Adjustment * * *

Sec. 13. 10 V.S.A. chapter 31, subchapter 1 is amended to read:

Subchapter 1. Conservation, Development, and Use of Natural Resources
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* * *

§ 731. FAILURE TO OBSERVE LAND-USE ORDINANCE;
CONFERENCES

(a) In the event that the supervisors of a district find that the provisions of a
land-use ordinance adopted according to the provisions of this chapter are not
being observed on particular lands, and that such nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on such lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district, the supervisors may summon the owner of the
land to appear before them to discuss the failure of the owner to observe the
regulations, and to perform particular work, operations, or avoidances as
required by ordinance of the district, when the nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on the lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district.

(b) By conference thus convoked, the supervisors and the owner of land
not observing the ordinance adopted by the district, shall together make and
sign a finding as to the issues which that are involved in the failure of the
owner to observe the ordinance of the district.

(c)(1) Upon the basis of such findings and if, after conference, it appears to
the supervisors that there are great practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardship involved in the full observance of the ordinance of the district, the
supervisor supervisors shall endeavor to work out a program with the owner,
as shall be acceptable to the owner and shall enable the owner to comply with
the ordinance.

(2)(A) Alternatively, upon the basis of their findings, the supervisors
may authorize such variance from the ordinances in their application to the
lands of the owner who has not complied with the ordinance of the district,
when such variance will relieve practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship
to that owner and when such variance is not contrary to public interest and is
in accordance with the purpose of land use regulations.

(B) The supervisors may request the landowner not complying with
an ordinance to sign a stipulation setting forth the conditions agreed upon by
the landowner and supervisors so that the practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardship may be overcome and the work proceed by the consent of such
landowner upon the land.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed so as to make ineffective any
remedies available under the laws of the State.
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§ 732. NONCOMPLIANCE; REFERENCE TO BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT; COMPOSITION OF BOARD; TERMS,
COMPENSATION, CONDUCT

(a) When by conference the supervisors and the landowner not complying
with the ordinances of the district are unable to agree on the conditions under
which compliance may be effected, the supervisors shall refer the matter to a
board of adjustment which shall be appointed by the State Council upon
request of the supervisors.

(b) The board of adjustment shall consist of three members appointed for a
term of one year. The board shall elect its own chair. Vacancies in the board of
adjustment shall be filled in the same manner as original appointments. The
members of the board shall receive compensation for their services at a rate
not to exceed the per diem rate as defined by 32 V.S.A. § 1010(b) in addition
to expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties. The State Council shall
pay the necessary administrative and other expenses of operation incurred by
the board upon vouchers signed by the chair of the board. The board shall
adopt rules to govern its procedure, which rules shall be in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter and with the provisions of any recommendations
made by the State Council. Any two members of the board shall constitute a
quorum. The chair, or in the chair’s absence such other member of the board
as the chair may designate to serve as acting chair, may administer oaths and
compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings of the board shall be open to
the public. The board shall keep an accurate record of its proceedings, and
shall file all documents and memoranda of proceedings with the state council,
when each grievance has been adjusted. [Repealed.]

§ 733. POWERS OF BOARD

Upon the basis of such inquiry as it deems it necessary to conduct, and upon
the basis of findings resulting therefrom, the board of adjustment shall have
authority by order to authorize such variance from the ordinances in their
application to the lands of the owner who has not complied with the ordinance
of the district, when such variance will relieve practical difficulties or
unnecessary hardship to such owner and when such variance is not contrary to
public interest and is in accordance with the purpose of land-use regulations.
The board of adjustment may request the landowner not complying with an
ordinance to sign a stipulation setting forth the conditions agreed upon by the
landowner and supervisors so that the practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardship may be overcome and work proceed by the consent of such
landowner upon his land. However, nothing in this chapter shall be construed
so as to make ineffective any remedies available under the laws of the state.
[Repealed.]
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§ 734. SUPERVISORS MAY PETITION SUPERIOR COURT, WHEN

If a landowner does not sign such stipulation, the supervisors may petition
the Superior Court to require such landowner to bring his or her land into
conformity with the ordinance, and the Court court shall order such relief as it
may deem necessary in the interest of public health, safety, and welfare.
However, no landowner shall by ordinance or otherwise be required to pay any
money or perform any act that shall not be for the protection of his or her own
land nor shall he or she be required to pay any money, perform any act, or
carry out any practice that shall not be in just proportion to the benefits that he
or she will receive and further provided that he or she shall not be required to
pay any money, perform any act, or carry out any practice that shall not be
deemed to be necessary for the public good.

* * *

* * * Pesticide Advisory Council * * *

Sec. 14. 6 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. PESTICIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

* * *

(d) The functions of the Council are:

* * *

(6) To recommend targets with respect to the State goal of achieving an
overall reduction in the use of pesticides consistent with sound pest or
vegetative management practices and to issue an annual report to the General
Assembly, detailing measure the State’s progress in reaching those targets and
attaining that goal. The targets should be designed to enable evaluation of
multiple measures of pesticide usage, use patterns, and associated risks.
Targets should take into consideration at a minimum the following:

(A) reducing the amount of acreage where pesticides are used;

(B) reducing the risks associated with the use of pesticides;

(C) increasing the acreage managed by means of integrated pest
management techniques;

(D) decreasing, within each level of comparable risk, the quantity of
pesticides applied per acre; and

(E) making recommendations regarding the implementation of other
management practices that result in decreased pesticide use.

* * *
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* * * Vermont Milk Commission * * *

Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. § 2937 is amended to read:

§ 2937. ANNUAL PERIODIC REPORT

The Commission shall may report annually as needed on its activities to the
House and Senate Committees on Agriculture on or before January 15,
beginning in 2009.

* * * Sustainable Agriculture Council * * *

Sec. 16. 6 V.S.A. § 4701 is amended to read:

§ 4701. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
PROGRAM

(a) The purpose of this section is to promote research and education that
will encourage the development and use of economically and ecologically
sound sustainable agriculture practices such as organic methods, biological
control, integrated pest management, soil improvement, cultivation, harvesting
and irrigation techniques, and transportation and marketing innovations,
through:

(1) The the control of pests and diseases of agricultural importance
through alternatives that reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and
petrochemicals.;

(2) The the production, processing, and distribution of food and fiber in
ways that consider the interactions among soils, plants, water, air, animals,
tillage, machinery, labor, energy, and transportation to enhance the viability of
agricultural soils, public health, and resource conservation.;

(3) The the expansion of marketing opportunities and promotion of
products produced through the practice of sustainable agriculture which that
will encourage the purchase of Vermont grown foods and promote regional
food security.; and

(4) The the coordination of research and education activities on
sustainable agriculture among private and public agencies and individuals
within Vermont.

(b) A Sustainable Agriculture Council is established, to be chaired by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets. The Council shall include the
Secretary of Education and representatives, appointed by the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets, of the College of Agriculture at the University
of Vermont, University of Vermont Extension, Vermont Technical College and
farm organizations, and a representative of the low input sustainable
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agriculture program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Council shall
meet on call of the Secretary and shall make recommendations regarding:

(1) Goals and priorities for ongoing public and private research of
particular relevance to Vermont agriculture, and for the coordination of
research and demonstration projects on sustainable agriculture.

(2) The dissemination of research results, the identification of future
research needs and other useful information on sustainable agriculture.

(3) The use of State-owned lands, participating farmer managed land,
and land owned by the University of Vermont and State Colleges System for
continuing research on sustainable agriculture practices.

(4) Techniques for financing the integration of sustainable agriculture
practices into farming operations.

(5) The teaching of sustainable agriculture practices in schools at the
elementary, secondary, and postsecondary levels. [Repealed.]

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets is authorized to apply
for, accept, and make use of grants from public and private sources to achieve
the objectives of this section, in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A.
§ 5. In awarding grants, preference shall be given to individuals, especially
farmers, conducting on-farm research.

(d) By January 15, annually, the Council shall prepare a report for
distribution to participating organizations and the public summarizing
developments in sustainable agriculture in Vermont and nationally. The report
shall also make recommendations for future activities that will promote the
objectives of this section. [Repealed.]

* * * Vermont Transportation Authority * * *

Sec. 17. REPEAL

29 V.S.A. chapter 16 (Vermont Transportation Authority) is repealed.

* * * Capitol Complex Commission * * *

Sec. 18. 29 V.S.A. § 182 is amended to read:

§ 182. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(2) “Capitol complex commission Complex Commission” means a
commission consisting of five seven members.
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(A) Four members shall be appointed by the governor Governor,
with the advice and consent of the senate Senate, for a term of three years.
One member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one member
shall be appointed by the Senate Committee on Committees, each for a term of
two years. The fifth seventh member shall be appointed by the Montpelier city
council City Council for a term of two years.

(B) The chair Chair of the capitol complex commission Capitol
Complex Commission shall be designated by the governor Governor.

(C) No more Not fewer than two members of the commission
Commission shall be residents of the city City of Montpelier, and no a member
may shall not be an exempt employee of the state State of Vermont or a State
legislator.

(D) The commissioner of buildings and general services
Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall be the executive
secretary of the board Commission and shall have no vote.

* * *

* * * Vermont Enhanced 911 Board * * *

Sec. 19. VERMONT ENHANCED 911 BOARD; SECRETARY OF
ADMINISTRATION; REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

(a) On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Administration shall
report to the Senate Committee on Government Operations and the House
Committee on Energy and Technology with a recommendation regarding to
which agency or department the Vermont Enhanced 911 Board shall report
beginning in Fiscal Year 2021.

(b) In formulating the recommendation required by this section, the
Secretary shall receive input from the State and local agencies and departments
impacted by any changes.

* * * Artificial Intelligence Task Force * * *

Sec. 20. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 137, Sec. 1 is amended to read:

Sec. 1. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TASK FORCE; REPORT

* * *

(e) Meetings.

* * *

(3) The Task Force shall meet not more than 10 15 times and, except
that this limitation on meetings shall not apply to any public hearing the Task
Force holds for the purpose of obtaining public testimony regarding artificial
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intelligence. The Task Force shall cease to exist on June 30, 2019
January 15, 2020.

* * *

(h) Reports. On or before February 15, 2019, the Task Force shall submit
an update to the Senate Committee on Government Operations and the House
Committee on Energy and Technology. On or before June 30, 2019
January 15, 2020, the Task Force shall submit a final report to the Senate
Committee on Government Operations and the House Committee on Energy
and Technology that shall include:

* * *

* * * Contract Negotiations * * *

Sec. 21. 3 V.S.A. § 925 is amended to read:

§ 925. MEDIATION; FACT FINDING

* * *

(i)(1) If In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of
Vermont, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after transmittal of
findings and recommendations to the parties or within a time frame mutually
agreed upon by the parties that may be no more than an additional 30 days,
each party shall submit as a single package its last best offer on all disputed
issues to the Board. Each party’s last best offer shall be filed with the Board
under seal and shall be unsealed and placed in the public record only when
both parties’ last best offers are filed with the Board. The Board shall hold
one or more hearings. Within 30 days of the certifications, the Board shall
select between the last best offers of the parties, considered in its their entirety
without amendment.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after
transmittal of findings and recommendations to the parties or within a time
frame mutually agreed upon by the parties that may be no more than an
additional 30 days, each party shall submit as a single package its last best
offer on all disputed issues to the Board, or upon the request of either party, to
an arbitrator mutually agreed upon by the parties. If the parties cannot agree
on an arbitrator, the American Arbitration Association shall appoint a neutral
third party to act as arbitrator. Each party’s last best offer shall be filed with
the Board or the arbitrator under seal and shall be unsealed and placed in the
public record only when both parties’ last best offers are filed with the Board
or the arbitrator. The Board or the arbitrator shall hold one or more hearings.
Within 30 days of the certifications, the Board or the arbitrator shall select
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between the last best offers of the parties, considered in their entirety without
amendment.

(j) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (i) of this section,:

(1) In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of
Vermont, should the Board find the last best offers of both parties
unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results, or likely to result in a
long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective bargaining
relationship, then the Board may select the recommendation of the fact finder
under subsection (g) of this section as to those disputed issues submitted to the
Board in the last best offers.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, should the Board or the arbitrator find the last best
offers of both parties unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results, or
likely to result in a long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective
bargaining relationship, then the Board or the arbitrator may select the
recommendation of the fact finder under subsection (g) of this section as to
those disputed issues submitted to the Board or the arbitrator in the last best
offers.

(k)(1) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, the decision of the Board shall be final, and the terms
of the chosen agreement shall be binding on each party, subject to
appropriations in accordance with subsection 982(d) of this title. In the case of
the University of Vermont or the Vermont State Colleges, the decision of the
Board shall be final and binding on each party.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, the decision of the Board or the arbitrator shall be
final, and the terms of the chosen agreement shall be binding on each party,
subject to appropriations in accordance with subsection 982(d) of this title.

(l) Nothing herein shall be construed to permit an arbitrator or the Board to
issue an order under subsection (i) of this section binding upon the parties that
is in conflict with any statute or any rule or regulation that is not bargainable.

Sec. 22. 21 V.S.A. § 1733 is amended to read:

§ 1733. ARBITRATION

(a)(1) Nothing herein in this chapter shall prevent the legislative body of a
municipal employer and the exclusive bargaining agent from voluntarily
submitting a contract impasse to final and binding arbitration or for the
municipality by a referendum vote from adopting binding arbitration
procedures, in the following form:



FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019 1047

The arbitrator shall have the power to determine all issues in dispute
involving wages, hours, and conditions of employment as defined by this
chapter 21 V.S.A. chapter 22.

(2)(A) Notwithstanding any provision of subdivision (1) of this section,
if an impasse continues between the legislative body of a municipal employer
and the exclusive bargaining agent for municipal public safety employees for
20 days after a fact finder has made its report public under subsection 1732(e)
of this title, the legislative body of the municipal employer and the exclusive
bargaining agent for the municipal public safety employees shall submit the
contract impasse to final and binding arbitration pursuant to the provisions of
this section.

(B) Notwithstanding section 1732 of this chapter to the contrary,
after the mediator has certified to the Commissioner of Labor that the impasse
continues, the legislative body of a municipal employer and the exclusive
bargaining agent for municipal public safety employees may agree to proceed
directly to final and binding arbitration pursuant to the provisions of this
section without first submitting the dispute to fact finding pursuant to
section 1732 of this chapter.

(C) The provisions of this subdivision (2) shall not apply to
negotiations between the legislative body of a municipal employer and the
exclusive bargaining agent for a bargaining unit that includes both municipal
public safety employees and other municipal employees.

* * *

Sec. 23. 21 V.S.A. § 1722 is amended to read:

§ 1722. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(22) “Municipal public safety employee” means a municipal employee
who is:

(A) a firefighter as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 3151(3);

(B) an ambulance service, emergency medical personnel, or first
responder service as defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651; or

(C) a law enforcement officer who has been certified by the Vermont
Criminal Justice Training Council pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2358.
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Sec. 24. APPLICATION

Secs. 21-23 of this act (contract negotiations) shall apply to contract
negotiations that begin on or after July 1, 2019.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 25. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Ashe, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House that the
bill be amended as recommended by the Committee on Government
Operations with the following amendment thereto:

By striking out in its entirety Sec. 3 (Vermont State Archives and Records
Administration; position) and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of proposal of amendment of the Committee
on Government Operations was amended as recommended by the Committee
on Appropriations.

Thereupon, the proposal of amendment recommended by the Committee on
Government Operations, as amended, was agreed to on a roll call, Yeas 27,
Nays 2.

Senator Hooker having demanded the yeas and nays, they were taken and
are as follows:

Roll Call

Those Senators who voted in the affirmative were: Ashe, Balint, Baruth,
Benning, Bray, Brock, Campion, Clarkson, Cummings, Hardy, Hooker,
Ingram, Kitchel, Lyons, MacDonald, Mazza, McCormack, McNeil, Nitka,
Pearson, Perchlik, Pollina, Rodgers, Sears, Sirotkin, Westman, White.

Those Senators who voted in the negative were: Collamore, Parent.

The Senator absent and not voting was: Starr.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.
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Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 330.

Senator Sears, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred House
bill entitled:

An act relating to repealing the statute of limitations for civil actions based
on childhood sexual abuse.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 12 V.S.A. § 522 is amended to read:

§ 522. ACTIONS BASED ON CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE

(a) A civil action brought by any person for recovery of damages for injury
suffered as a result of childhood sexual abuse shall may be commenced within
six years of at any time after the act alleged to have caused the injury or
condition, or six years of the time the victim discovered that the injury or
condition was caused by that act, whichever period expires later. The victim
need not establish which act in a series of continuing sexual abuse or
exploitation incidents caused the injury.

(b) If a complaint is filed alleging an act of childhood sexual abuse which
occurred more than six years prior to the date the action is commenced, the
complaint shall immediately be sealed by the clerk of the court. The
complaint shall remain sealed until the answer is served or, if the defendant
files a motion to dismiss under Rule 12(b) of the Vermont Rules of Civil
Procedure, until the court rules on that motion. If the complaint is dismissed,
the complaint and any related papers or pleadings shall remain sealed. Any
hearing held in connection with the motion to dismiss shall be in camera.

(c) As used in this section, “childhood sexual abuse” means any act
committed by the defendant against a complainant who was less than 18 years
of age at the time of the act and which act would have constituted a violation
of a statute prohibiting lewd and lascivious conduct, lewd or lascivious
conduct with a child, felony sexual exploitation of a minor in violation of 13
V.S.A. § 3258(c), sexual assault, or aggravated sexual assault in effect at the
time the act was committed.

(d) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, this section shall apply retroactively to
childhood sexual abuse that occurred prior to the effective date of this act,
irrespective of any statute of limitations in effect at the time the abuse
occurred. In an action based on childhood sexual abuse that would have been
barred by any statute of limitations in effect on June 30, 2019, damages may
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be awarded against an entity that employed, supervised, or had responsibility
for the person allegedly committing the sexual abuse only if there is a finding
of gross negligence on the part of the entity.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

House Proposals of Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment Not
Concurred In; Committee of Conference Requested

H. 514.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous tax provisions.

Was taken up.

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with further
proposal of amendment thereto as follows:

First: By inserting a Sec. 7a and 7b to read as follows:

Sec. 7a. 32 V.S.A. § 5833 is amended to read:

§ 5833. ALLOCATION AND APPORTIONMENT OF INCOME

(a) If the income of a taxable corporation is derived from any trade,
business, or activity conducted entirely within this State, the Vermont net
income of the corporation shall be allocated to this State in full. If the income
of a taxable corporation is derived from any trade, business, or activity
conducted both within and outside this State, the amount of the corporation’s
Vermont net income which that shall be apportioned to this State, so as to
allocate to this State a fair and equitable portion of that income, shall be
determined by multiplying that Vermont net income by the arithmetic average
of the following factors, with the sales factor described in subdivision (3) of
this subsection double-weighted:

(1) The average of the value of all the real and tangible property within
this State (A) at the beginning of the taxable year and (B) at the end of the
taxable year (but the Commissioner may require the use of the average of such
value on the 15th or other day of each month, in cases where he or she
determines that such computation is necessary to more accurately reflect the
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average value of property within Vermont during the taxable year), expressed
as a percentage of all such property both within and outside this State;

(2) The total wages, salaries, and other personal service compensation
paid during the taxable year to employees within this State, expressed as a
percentage of all such compensation paid whether within or outside this State;

(3) The gross sales, or charges for services performed, within this State,
expressed as a percentage of such sales or charges whether within or outside
this State.

(A) Sales of tangible personal property are made in this State if:

(i) the property is delivered or shipped to a purchaser, other than
the United States U.S. government, who takes possession within this State,
regardless of f.o.b. point or other conditions of sale,; or

(ii) the property is shipped from an office, store, warehouse,
factory, or other place of storage in this State; and

(A)(I) the purchaser is the United States U.S. government; or

(B)(II) the corporation is not taxable in the State in which the
purchaser takes possession. Sales other than sales of tangible personal property
are in this State if the income producing activity is performed in this State or
the income producing activity is performed both in and outside this State and a
greater proportion of the income producing activity is performed in this State
than in any other state, based on costs of performance.

(B) Sales, other than the sale of tangible personal property, are in this
State if the taxpayer’s market for the sales is in this State. The taxpayer’s
market for sales is in this State:

(i) in the case of sale, rental, lease, or license of real property, if
and to the extent the property is located in this State;

(ii) in the case of rental, lease, or license of tangible personal
property, if and to the extent the property is located in this State;

(iii) in the case of sale of a service, if and to the extent the service
is delivered to a location in this State; and

(iv) in the case of intangible property:

(I) that is rented, leased, or licensed, if and to the extent the
property is used in this State, provided that intangible property utilized in
marketing a good or service to a consumer is “used in this State” if that good
or service is purchased by a consumer who is in this State; and
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(II) that is sold, if and to the extent the property is used in this
State, provided that:

(aa) a contract right, government license, or similar
intangible property that authorizes the holder to conduct a business activity in
a specific geographic area is “used in this State” if the geographic area
includes all or part of this State;

(bb) receipts from intangible property sales that are
contingent on the productivity, use, or disposition of the intangible property
shall be treated as receipts from the rental, lease, or licensing of such
intangible property under subdivision (iv)(I) of this subdivision (B); and

(cc) all other receipts from a sale of intangible property
shall be excluded from the numerator and denominator of the receipts factor.

(C) If the state or states of assignment under subdivision (B) of this
subsection cannot be determined, the state or states of assignment shall be
reasonably approximated.

(D) If the taxpayer is not taxable in a state to which a receipt is
assigned under subdivision (B) or (C) of this subsection, or if the state of
assignment cannot be determined under subdivision (B) of this subsection or
reasonably approximated under subdivision (C) of this subsection, such receipt
shall be excluded from the denominator of the receipts factor.

(E) The Commissioner of Taxes shall adopt regulations as necessary
to carry out the purposes of this section.

(b) If the application of the provisions of this section does not fairly
represent the extent of the business activities of a corporation within this State,
the corporation may petition for, or the Commissioner may require, with
respect to all or any part of the corporation’s business activity, if reasonable:

(1) Separate separate accounting;

(2) The the exclusion or modification of any or all of the factors;

(3) The the inclusion of one or more additional factors which that will
fairly represent the corporation’s business activity in this State; or

(4) the employment of any other method to effectuate an equitable
allocation and apportionment of the corporation’s income.

Sec. 7b. REPORT

As part of the General Assembly’s continuing effort to modernize
Vermont’s corporate income tax code and to foster economic development in
the State, the Department of Taxes, with the assistance of the Joint Fiscal
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Office and the Office of Legislative Council, shall provide the General
Assembly with a report, not later than December 15, 2019, analyzing the
following issues related to Vermont’s corporate income tax. The report shall:

(1) identify and analyze any fiscal, legal, distributional, and
administrative issues related to moving Vermont from its current
apportionment formula under 32 V.S.A. § 5833 to a single sales factor;

(2) evaluate the impact of the current exclusion of overseas business
organizations from an affiliated group, and identify and analyze any fiscal,
legal, distributional, and administrative issues related to eliminating that
exclusion;

(3) in consultation with the Vermont Banker’s Association, compare the
impact of the current bank franchise tax to the impact of a taxing regime where
there is no bank franchise tax, and financial institutions pay the Vermont
corporate tax based on Vermont’s current apportionment factors with the
market-based sourcing changes made in this act; and

(4) examine alternatives to Vermont’s corporate income tax which could
more accurately capture corporate economic activity within Vermont, focusing
particularly on corporations who conduct business in the State, but who have
little or no taxable income.

Second: In Sec. 17a (repeal) by striking out “2021” and inserting “2022”

Third: By striking out Secs. 32 (land use change tax) and 32a (rulemaking)
in their entireties and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 32. [Deleted.]

Sec. 32a. [Deleted.]

Fourth: By striking out Sec. 36b (veterinary supplies) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 36b. 32 V.S.A. § 9741 is amended to read:

§ 9741. SALES NOT COVERED

Retail sales and use of the following shall be exempt from the tax on retail
sales imposed under section 9771 of this title and the use tax imposed under
section 9773 of this title.

* * *

(3) Agriculture feeds, seed, plants, baler twine, silage bags, agricultural
wrap, sheets of plastic for bunker covers, liming materials, breeding and other
livestock, semen breeding fees, baby chicks, turkey poults, agriculture
chemicals other than pesticides, veterinary supplies, and bedding; and
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fertilizers and pesticides for use and consumption directly in the production for
sale of tangible personal property on farms, including stock, dairy, poultry,
fruit and truck farms, orchards, nurseries, or in greenhouses or other similar
structures used primarily for the raising of agricultural or horticultural
commodities for sale.

* * *

(53) Prescription drugs intended for animal use, and durable medical
equipment, prosthetics and veterinary supplies intended for agricultural use.
As used in this subdivision, “prescription drugs intended for animal use”
means a drug dispensed only by or upon the lawful written order of a licensed
veterinarian, and “veterinary supplies” mean tangible personal property
therapeutic in nature, not normally used absent illness or injury, and not
intended for repeated usage.

Fifth: In Sec. 37 (repeals), by striking out subdivision (1) in its entirety and
renumbering the remaining subdivisions to be numerically correct.

Sixth: In Sec. 38 (effective dates) by adding a subdivision (5) to read:

(5) Sec. 7a (market-based sourcing) shall take effect on January 1, 2020,
and apply to tax years starting after that date.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposals of amendment?, on motion of Senator Cummings, the Senate
refused to concur in the House proposals of amendment and requested a
Committee of Conference.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 107.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Cummings,
the rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to paid family and medical leave.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on
Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs, Senator Cummings
moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order to commit the bill to the
Committee on Appropriations with the reports of the Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs and Committee on Finance, intact

Which was agreed to.
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Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 514.

An act relating to miscellaneous tax provisions.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Cummings
Senator Brock
Senator Campion

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 527.

An act relating to Executive Branch and Judicial Branch fees.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Balint
Senator Campion
Senator MacDonald

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Ashe, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

H. 460, H. 514, H. 527, H. 533, H. 541, H. 543.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until two o’clock and
fifteen minutes in the afternoon.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Message from the House No. 64

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:
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Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 18. An act relating to consumer justice enforcement.

S. 58. An act relating to the State hemp program.

S. 96. An act relating to the provision of water quality services.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill of
the following title:

H. 518. An act relating to fair and impartial policing.

And has severally concurred therein with a further proposal of amendment
thereto, in the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Message from the House No. 65

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference upon
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on House bill of the following title:

H. 514. An act relating to miscellaneous tax provisions.

The Speaker has appointed as members of such committee on the part of
the House:

Rep. Young of Greensboro
Rep. Beck of St. Johnsbury
Rep. Masland of Thetford

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 533. An act relating to workforce development.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:
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Rep. Marcotte of Coventry
Rep. Kimbell of Woodstock
Rep. O'Sullivan of Burlington

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:

H. 541. An act relating to changes that affect the revenue of the State.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:

Rep. Ancel of Calais
Rep. Canfield of Fair Haven
Rep. Young of Greensboro

Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 533.

An act relating to workforce development.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Sirotkin
Senator Clarkson
Senator Brock

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Committee of Conference Appointed

H. 541.

An act relating to changes that affect the revenue of the State.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the House, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Cummings
Senator Brock
Senator MacDonald

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.
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Rules Suspended; Action Messaged

On motion of Senator Ashe, the rules were suspended, and the action on the
following bills was ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

H. 533, H. 541.

Message from the House No. 66

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill of
the following title:

H. 132. An act relating to adopting protections against housing
discrimination for victims of domestic and sexual violence.

And has severally concurred therein with a further proposal of amendment
thereto, in the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has adopted House concurrent resolutions of the following titles:

H.C.R. 165. House concurrent resolution congratulating Angelo Tedesco
Sr. on his induction into the Masonry Hall of Fame.

H.C.R. 166. House concurrent resolution honoring five devoted and long-
serving Pawlet municipal staff members.

H.C.R. 167. House concurrent resolution congratulating Riley Allen on
her selection as a 2018 Freedom & Unity Youth Film Contest first-place award
winner.

H.C.R. 168. House concurrent resolution honoring the Unsworth family
for its generous donation of 160-plus acres of undeveloped land to the Town of
Essex.

H.C.R. 169. House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 Mill
River Union High School cheerleading team on winning the school’s second
consecutive Division II championship.

H.C.R. 170. House concurrent resolution designating May 2019 as Ehlers-
Danlos Syndrome Awareness Month in Vermont.

H.C.R. 171. House concurrent resolution commemorating the 30th
anniversary of the NSK Steering Systems America, Inc. manufacturing plant
in Bennington.
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H.C.R. 172. House concurrent resolution in memory of Nancy Deuel of
Bomoseen.

H.C.R. 173. House concurrent resolution in memory of Franklin County
Assistant Judge Robert Johnson of St. Albans Town.

H.C.R. 174. House concurrent resolution congratulating Ethan Whalen of
Rutland Town on winning the 2019 Elks Hoop Shoot’s boys’ 10 to 11 years of
age division New England championship.

H.C.R. 175. House concurrent resolution commemorating the bravery of
the Vermont- trained First Special Service Force.

In the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

House Concurrent Resolutions

The following joint concurrent resolutions having been placed on the
consent calendar on the preceding legislative day, and no Senator having
requested floor consideration as provided by the Joint Rules of the Senate and
House of Representatives, were severally adopted in concurrence:

By Reps. Howard and others,

By Senators Collamore, Hooker and McNeil,

H.C.R. 165.

House concurrent resolution congratulating Angelo Tedesco Sr. on his
induction into the Masonry Hall of Fame.

By Rep. Chesnut-Tangerman,

H.C.R. 166.

House concurrent resolution honoring five devoted and long-serving Pawlet
municipal staff members.

By Reps. Houghton and others,

H.C.R. 167.

House concurrent resolution congratulating Riley Allen on her selection as
a 2018 Freedom & Unity Youth Film Contest first-place award winner.

By Reps. Redmond and others,

H.C.R. 168.

House concurrent resolution honoring the Unsworth family for its generous
donation of 160-plus acres of undeveloped land to the Town of Essex.
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By Reps. Potter and Burditt,

H.C.R. 169.

House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2019 Mill River Union High
School cheerleading team on winning the school’s second consecutive
Division II championship.

By Reps. Ralph and Bartholomew,

H.C.R. 170.

House concurrent resolution designating May 2019 as Ehlers-Danlos
Syndrome Awareness Month in Vermont.

By Reps. Morrissey and others,

By Senators Campion and Sears,

H.C.R. 171.

House concurrent resolution commemorating the 30th anniversary of the
NSK Steering Systems America, Inc. manufacturing plant in Bennington.

By Reps. Potter and others,

By Senators Collamore, Hooker and McNeil,

H.C.R. 172.

House concurrent resolution in memory of Nancy Deuel of Bomoseen.

By Reps. Dickinson and others,

By Senators Parent and Brock,

H.C.R. 173.

House concurrent resolution in memory of Franklin County Assistant Judge
Robert Johnson of St. Albans Town.

By Reps. Terenzini and others,

H.C.R. 174.

House concurrent resolution congratulating Ethan Whalen of Rutland Town
on winning the 2019 Elks Hoop Shoot’s boys’ 10 to 11 years of age division
New England championship.

By Reps. Jerome and others,

H.C.R. 175.

House concurrent resolution commemorating the bravery of the Vermont-
trained First Special Service Force.
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Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock and
thirty minutes in the afternoon on Monday, May 13, 2019.

________________

MONDAY, MAY 13, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Pledge of Allegiance

The President then led the members of the Senate in the pledge of
allegiance.

Proposal of Amendment; Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of
Amendment

H. 16.

House bill entitled:

An act relating to boards and commissions.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senators White, Bray,
Clarkson, Collamore and Pollina moved to amend the Senate proposal of
amendment by striking out Sec. 10, 3 V.S.A. § 23 (Commission on
International Trade and State Sovereignty; repeal) in its entirety and its
accompanying reader assistance heading and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 10. [Deleted.]

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator Sirotkin moved to
amend the Senate proposal of amendment as follows:

By striking out Sec. 21, 3 V.S.A. § 925, in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof a new Sec. 21 to read as follows:

Sec. 21. 3 V.S.A. § 925 is amended to read:

§ 925. MEDIATION; FACT FINDING

* * *
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(i)(1) If In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of
Vermont, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after transmittal of
findings and recommendations to the parties or within a time frame mutually
agreed upon by the parties that may be no more than an additional 30 days,
each party shall submit as a single package its last best offer on all disputed
issues to the Board. Each party’s last best offer shall be filed with the Board
under seal and shall be unsealed and placed in the public record only when
both parties’ last best offers are filed with the Board. The Board shall hold
one or more hearings. Within 30 days of the certifications, the Board shall
select between the last best offers of the parties, considered in its their entirety
without amendment.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after
transmittal of findings and recommendations to the parties or within a time
frame mutually agreed upon by the parties that may be no more than an
additional 30 days, each party shall submit as a single package its last best
offer on all disputed issues to an arbitrator mutually agreed upon by the
parties. If the parties cannot agree on an arbitrator, the American Arbitration
Association shall appoint a neutral third party to act as arbitrator. Each party’s
last best offer shall be filed with the arbitrator under seal and shall be unsealed
and placed in the public record only when both parties’ last best offers are
filed with the arbitrator. The arbitrator shall hold one or more hearings.
Within 30 days of the certifications, the arbitrator shall select between the last
best offers of the parties, considered in their entirety without amendment.

(j) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (i) of this section,:

(1) In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of
Vermont, should the Board find the last best offers of both parties
unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results, or likely to result in a
long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective bargaining
relationship, then the Board may select the recommendation of the fact finder
under subsection (g) of this section as to those disputed issues submitted to the
Board in the last best offers.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, should the arbitrator find the last best offers of both
parties unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results, or likely to
result in a long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective bargaining
relationship, then the arbitrator may select the recommendation of the fact
finder under subsection (g) of this section as to those disputed issues submitted
to the arbitrator in the last best offers.
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(k)(1) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, the decision of the Board shall be final, and the terms
of the chosen agreement shall be binding on each party, subject to
appropriations in accordance with subsection 982(d) of this title. In the case of
the University of Vermont or the Vermont State Colleges, the decision of the
Board shall be final and binding on each party.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State’s
Attorneys and Sheriffs, the decision of the arbitrator shall be final, and the
terms of the chosen agreement shall be binding on each party, subject to
appropriations in accordance with subsection 982(d) of this title.

(l) Nothing herein shall be construed to permit an arbitrator or the Board to
issue an order under subsection (i) of this section binding upon the parties that
is in conflict with any statute or any rule or regulation that is not bargainable.

Which was disagreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence with
proposals of amendment.

Bill Passed in Concurrence with Proposal of Amendment

H. 330.

House bill of the following title was read the third time and passed in
concurrence with proposal of amendment:

An act relating to repealing the statute of limitations for civil actions based
on childhood sexual abuse.

Third Readings Ordered

H. 539.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which
was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the Town of
Stowe and to the merger of the Town and the Stowe Fire District No. 3.

Reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

H. 540.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which
was referred House bill entitled:
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An act relating to approval of the amendments to the charter of the Town of
Williston.

Reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

H. 544.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which
was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the City of
Burlington.

Reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

H. 549.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which
was referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Rutland Fire District
No. 10.

Reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 536.

Senator Cummings, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to education finance.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out Sec. 5 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 5. PROPERTY DOLLAR EQUIVALENT YIELD, INCOME
DOLLAR EQUIVALENT YIELD, AND NONRESIDENTIAL
RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020

(a) Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5402b(b), for fiscal year 2020 only, the
property dollar equivalent yield shall be $10,591.00.
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(b) Pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5402b(b), for fiscal year 2020 only, the income
dollar equivalent yield shall be $13,015.00.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the nonresidential rate for
fiscal year 2020 shall be $1.598 per $100.00 of equalized education property
value under 32 V.S.A. § 5402(a)(1).

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In;
Committee of Conference Requested

S. 18.

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Ashe, the rules
were suspended and Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to consumer justice enforcement.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 152 is added to read:

CHAPTER 152. MODEL STATE CONSUMER JUSTICE ENFORCEMENT
ACT; STANDARD-FORM CONTRACTS

§ 6051. UNCONSCIONABLE TERMS IN STANDARD-FORM
CONTRACTS PROHIBITED

(a) Unconscionable terms. There is a rebuttable presumption that the
following contractual terms are substantively unconscionable when included in
a standard-form contract to which only one of the parties to the contract is an
individual and that individual does not draft or have a meaningful opportunity
to negotiate the contract:

(1) A requirement that resolution of legal claims takes place in an
inconvenient venue. As used in this subdivision, “inconvenient venue” for
State law claims means a place other than the state in which the individual
resides or the contract was consummated, and for federal law claims means a
place other than the federal judicial district where the individual resides or the
contract was consummated. Notwithstanding this subdivision, a standard-form
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contract may include a term requiring that resolution of legal claims takes
place in a State or federal court in Vermont.

(2) A waiver of the individual’s right to seek punitive damages as
provided by law.

(3) Pursuant to 12 V.S.A. § 465, a provision that limits the time in
which an action may be brought under the contract or that waives the statute of
limitations.

(4) A requirement that the individual pay fees and costs to bring a legal
claim substantially in excess of the fees and costs that this State’s courts
require to bring such a State law claim or that federal courts require to bring
such a federal law claim.

(b) Relation to common law and the Uniform Commercial Code. In
determining whether the terms described in subsection (a) of this section are
unenforceable, a court shall consider the principles that normally guide courts
in this State in determining whether unconscionable terms are enforceable.
Additionally, the common law and Uniform Commercial Code shall guide
courts in determining the enforceability of unfair terms not specifically
identified in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) Severability.

(1) If a court finds that a standard-form contract contains an illegal or
unconscionable term, the court shall:

(A) refuse to enforce the entire contract or the specific part, clause,
or provision containing the illegal or unconscionable term; or

(B) so limit the application of the illegal or unconscionable term or
the clause containing such term as to avoid any illegal or unconscionable
result.

(2) In performing its analysis under this subsection (c), the court may
consider the actual purposes of the contracting parties and whether severing
the term would create an incentive for contract drafters to include similar
illegal or unconscionable terms.

(d) Unfair and deceptive act and practice.

(1) In an underlying legal dispute between the drafting and nondrafting
parties in which the drafting party seeks to enforce one or more terms
identified in subsection (a) of this section, and upon a finding that such terms
are actually unconscionable, the court may also find that the drafting party has
thereby committed an unfair and deceptive practice in violation of section
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2453 of this title and may order up to $1,000.00 in statutory damages per
violation and an award of reasonable costs and attorney’s fees.

(2) Each term found to be unconscionable pursuant to subsection (a) of
this section shall constitute a separate violation of this section.

(e) Limitation on applicability. This section shall not apply to the
following contracts:

(1) A contract to which one party is:

(A) regulated by the Vermont Department of Financial Regulation; or

(B) a financial institution as defined by 8 V.S.A. § 11101(32) or a
credit union as defined by 8 V.S.A. § 30101(5).

(2) A contract for the nondrafting party’s enrollment or participation in
a recreational activity, sport, or competition.

(3) A motor vehicle retail installment contract subject to chapter 59 of
this title.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on October 1, 2020.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Sears, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of
Amendment Not Concurred In; Committee of Conference Requested

H. 132.

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Ashe, the rules
were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to adopting protections against housing discrimination for
victims of domestic and sexual violence.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the Senate proposal of
amendment with further proposal of amendment as follows:

By striking out Secs. 5–9 and their reader assistances in their entireties and
by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment?, on motion of
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Senator Sirotkin, the Senate refused to concur in the House proposal of
amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment and requested a Committee
of Conference.

Recess

On motion of Senator Ashe the Senate recessed until 4:00 P.M.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Message from the House No. 67

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 41. An act relating to regulating entities that administer health
reimbursement arrangements.

S. 108. An act relating to employee misclassification.

S. 110. An act relating to data privacy and consumer protection.

S. 134. An act relating to background investigations for State employees
with access to federal tax information.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Message from the House No. 68

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered Senate proposals of amendment to the following
House bills:

H. 47. An act relating to the taxation of electronic cigarettes.

H. 57. An act relating to preserving the right to abortion.

H. 205. An act relating to the regulation of neonicotinoid pesticides.
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And has severally concurred therein.

The House has considered bills originating in the Senate of the following
titles:

S. 107. An act relating to elections corrections.

S. 113. An act relating to the management of single-use products.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In; Committee of
Conference Requested

S. 149.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to vehicles and the
Department of Motor Vehicles.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 1, 23 V.S.A. § 104(a), in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 1 to read as follows:

Sec. 1. 23 V.S.A. § 104(a) is amended to read:

(a) The records of the registration of motor vehicles, snowmobiles, and
motorboats, licensing of operators and registration of dealers, all original
accident reports, and the records showing suspension and revocation of
licenses and registrations and the records regarding diesel fuel, gasoline, and
rental vehicle taxes shall be deemed official and public records, and shall be
open to public inspection at all reasonable hours. The Commissioner shall
furnish certified copies of the records to any interested person on payment of
such fee as established by subdivision 114(a)(21) of this title. Notwithstanding
section 114 of this title, information from the records of the Department may
be made available to government agencies in the manner determined by the
Commissioner and at the actual cost of furnishing the same. The records may
be maintained on microfilm or electronic imaging. Any information contained
in Department records is subject to and shall be released pursuant to the
Driver’s Privacy Protection Act, 18 U.S.C. chapter 123 as amended.

Second: By striking out Sec. 2, 23 V.S.A. § 114, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 2 to read as follows:
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Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. § 114 is amended to read:

§ 114. FEES

(a) The Commissioner shall be paid the following fees for miscellaneous
transactions:

(1) Listings of 1 through 4 registrations $8.00

(2) Certified copy of registration application $8.00

(3) Sample plates $18.00

(4) Lists of registered dealers, transporters,
periodic inspection stations, fuel dealers,
and distributors, including gallonage sold
or delivered and rental vehicle companies $8.00 per page

(5) [Repealed.]

(6) Periodic inspection sticker record $8.00

(7) Certified copy individual accident crash report $12.00

(8) Certified copy police accident crash report $18.00

(9) Certified copy suspension notice $8.00

(10) Certified copy mail receipt $8.00

(11) Certified copy proof of mailing $8.00

(12) Certified copy reinstatement notice $8.00

(13) Certified copy operator’s license application $8.00

(14) Certified copy three-year operating record $14.00

(15) [Repealed.]

(16) Government official photo identification card $6.00

(17) Listing of operator’s licenses of 1 through 4 $8.00

(18) Statistics and research $42.00 per hour

(19) Insurance information on crash $8.00

(20) Certified copy complete operating record $20.00

(21) Records not otherwise specified $8.00 per page

(22) List of title records and related data
elements excluding any personally
identifiable information—initial computer
programming Public records request for $5,331.00 $100.00
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Department records requiring custom per hour, but not
computer programming less than $500.00

(23) List of title records and related data
elements excluding any personally
identifiable information—record set on
electronic media Public records request for
Department records requiring custom
computer programming (updated) $119.00

(b) The Commissioner shall furnish the items listed in subsection (a) of this
section only upon a request which that completely identifies the information
sought or pursuant to a contract with an outside entity for purposes permitted
under law, including the Driver’s Privacy Protection Act, 18 U.S.C. chapter
123 as amended. Completely identifying For purposes of this subsection, a
request that completely identifies the information sought for individuals an
individual shall mean name and date of birth, and for vehicles it a vehicle shall
mean either the registration number or the vehicle identification number.

Third: By striking out Sec. 16, 23 V.S.A. chapter 41, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 16 to read as follows:

Sec. 16. 23 V.S.A. chapter 41 is added to read:

CHAPTER 41. AUTOMATED VEHICLE TESTING

§ 4201. SHORT TITLE

This chapter may be cited as the Automated Vehicle Testing Act.

§ 4202. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Automated driving system” means the hardware and software that
are collectively capable of performing the entire dynamic driving task within
its operational design domain, if any, including achieving a minimal risk
condition, without any intervention or supervision by a conventional human
driver.

(2) “Automated vehicle” means a motor vehicle that is equipped with an
automated driving system.

(3) “Automated vehicle tester” or “tester” means an individual,
company, public agency, or other organization that is testing automated
vehicles on public highways in this State pursuant to this chapter including an
automated vehicle manufacturer, municipal or State agency, institution of
higher education, fleet service provider, or automotive equipment or
technology provider.
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(4) “Conventional human driver” means an individual who manually
engages in-vehicle braking, accelerating, steering, and transmission gear
selection input devices in order to operate a vehicle.

(5) “Dynamic driving task” means all the real-time operational and
tactical functions required to operate a vehicle in on-road traffic within its
specific operational design domain, if any, excluding the strategic functions
such as trip scheduling and selection of destinations and waypoints.

(6) “Highly automated vehicle” means a vehicle equipped with an
automated driving system capable of performing all aspects of the dynamic
driving task within its operational design domain, if any, including achieving a
minimal risk condition, without any intervention or supervision by a
conventional human driver.

(7) “Manufacturer” means an individual or company that designs,
produces, or constructs vehicles or equipment. Manufacturers include original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs), multiple and final stage manufacturers,
individuals or companies making changes to a completed vehicle before first
retail sale or deployment (upfitters), and modifiers (individuals or companies
making changes to existing vehicles after first retail sale or deployment).

(8) “Minimal risk condition” means a condition in which an automated
vehicle operating without a human driver, upon experiencing a failure of its
automated driving system that renders the automated vehicle unable to perform
the dynamic driving task, achieves a reasonably safe state that may include
bringing the automated vehicle to a complete stop.

(9) “Operational design domain” means a description of the specific
domain or domains in which an automated driving system is designed to
properly operate, including types of roadways, ranges of speed, weather, time
of day, and environmental conditions.

(10) “Operator” means an individual employed by or under contract
with an automated vehicle tester who has successfully completed the tester’s
training on safe driving and the capabilities and limitations of the automated
vehicle and automated driving system, can take immediate manual or remote
control of the automated vehicle being tested, is 21 years of age or older, and
holds an operator’s license for the class of vehicle being tested.

(11) “Public highway” means a State or municipal highway as defined
in 19 V.S.A. § 1(12).
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§ 4203. TESTING OF AUTOMATED VEHICLES ON PUBLIC
HIGHWAYS

(a) An automated vehicle shall not be operated on public highways for
testing until the Traffic Committee as defined in 19 V.S.A. § 1(24) approves a
permit application for automated vehicle testers that defines the geographic
scope and operational design domain for the test and demonstrates the ability
of the automated vehicle tester to comply with the requirements of this section.

(b) Prior to approving a permit application, the Traffic Committee will
conduct a hearing to provide for comments from the public. Legislative bodies
of the municipalities where an automated vehicle will be tested shall be
notified by the Traffic Committee 60 calendar days prior to the Traffic
Committee hearing when the geographic scope of the test includes State
highways or Class 1, 2, 3, or 4 Town Highways, as classified pursuant to
19 V.S.A. § 302, within the geographic boundaries of the municipality.

(c) The Traffic Committee is authorized to approve the testing of
automated vehicles on:

(1) All State highways and Class 1 Town Highways.

(2) Class 2, 3, and 4 Town Highways within the geographic boundaries
of municipalities that have preapproved testing of automated vehicles on
Class 2, 3, and 4 Town Highways within the geographic boundaries of the
municipality as of the date the permit application for automated vehicle testing
is filed. A municipality may immediately revoke its preapproval of automated
vehicle testing by notifying the Secretary of Transportation in writing that it no
longer wishes to allow testing of automated vehicles on Class 2, 3, and 4 Town
Highways within the geographic boundaries of the municipality.

(d) The Agency of Transportation’s Automated Vehicle Testing Guide shall
include a list of municipalities that have preapproved testing of automated
vehicles and shall update the Automated Vehicle Testing Guide within
10 business days after a municipality notifies the Secretary of Transportation
in writing that it now wishes to allow testing of automated vehicles on Class 2,
3, and 4 Town Highways within the geographic boundaries of the municipality
or no longer wishes to allow testing of automated vehicles on Class 2, 3, and 4
Town Highways within the geographic boundaries of the municipality.

(e) The Traffic Committee has the sole authority to approve specific test
permit applications. Municipal approval of specific testing permits is not
required. Notwithstanding subdivision (c)(2) of this section, after a test permit
has been approved by the Traffic Committee, all modifications to the
operational design domain or other permit conditions, including changes
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affecting town highways in a preapproved testing municipality, requires
approval by the Traffic Committee.

(f) Before a test commences, the Traffic Committee shall make approved
automated vehicle test permits readily available to law enforcement and
municipalities within the geographic scope of the operational design domain
designated in the permit.

(g) The automated vehicle tester shall submit a report to the Traffic
Committee annually, until all testing ceases, summarizing results and
observations related to safety, traffic operations, interaction with roadway
infrastructure, comments from the public, and any other relevant matters.

(h) An automated vehicle tester shall not test an automated vehicle on a
public highway unless:

(1) The operator is:

(A) seated in the driver’s seat of the automated vehicle;

(B) monitoring the operation of the automated vehicle; and

(C) capable of taking immediate manual control of such automated
vehicle.

(2) The automated vehicle tester:

(A) registers each automated vehicle to be tested with the
Commissioner pursuant to chapter 7 of this title;

(B) submits to the Commissioner, in a manner and form directed by
the Commissioner, proof of liability insurance, self-insurance, or a surety bond
of at least five million dollars for damages by reason of bodily injury, death, or
property damage caused by an automated vehicle while engaged in automated
vehicle testing;

(C) has established and enforces a zero-tolerance policy for drug and
alcohol use by operators while engaged in automated vehicle testing. The
policy shall include provisions for investigations of alleged policy violations
and the suspension of drivers under investigation; and

(D) has conducted background checks for all operators pursuant to
section 751 of this title, which may be inspected by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles or designee pursuant to section 752 of this title.

(3) The operator and automated vehicle tester:

(A) comply with applicable standards established by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration regarding the testing of automated
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vehicles or are capable of providing proof of exemptions or waivers to such
standards;

(B) report to the Agency of Transportation and the applicable law
enforcement agency within 72 hours after any motor vehicle crash involving
the testing of the automated vehicle that results in personal injury or property
damage; and

(C) satisfy any other requirements and permit conditions as
determined by the Traffic Committee as necessary to ensure the safe operation
of such automated vehicles.

(i) An automated vehicle testing permit may be voided and invalidated for
the trip by a law enforcement officer who determines there is a violation of
any condition specified in the terms of the automated vehicle test permit or
that the continuation of the trip would be unsafe.

(j) An automated vehicle testing permit may be suspended or revoked by
the Traffic Committee if, after the opportunity for a hearing, the Traffic
Committee determines that there is a violation of any condition or conditions
specified in the terms of the automated vehicle test permit that warrants the
suspension or revocation of the testing permit or that the continuation of the
testing would be unsafe.

(k) Operating or testing in violation of a suspension or revocation order
shall be a traffic violation for which there shall be a penalty of not more than
$1,000.00.

(l) Test vehicles must be capable of operating in compliance with
applicable traffic and motor vehicle laws of this State, subject to this
subchapter.

(m) An individual shall not operate, attempt to operate, or be in actual
physical control of an automated vehicle being tested on a public highway
when the individual’s blood alcohol concentration is 0.02 or more.

(n) An automated vehicle being tested on a public highway shall be clearly
identifiable by the public.

Fourth: By striking out Sec. 18, automated vehicle testing implementation,
in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 18 to read as follows:

Sec. 18. AUTOMATED VEHICLE TESTING IMPLEMENTATION

(a) As soon as practicable, but not later than January 1, 2021, the Agency
of Transportation, in consultation with Vermont’s Regional Planning
Commissions, shall identify which legislative bodies of municipalities in the
State have approved the testing of automated vehicles on the Class 2, 3, and 4
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Town Highways, as classified pursuant to 19 V.S.A. § 302, within the
geographic boundaries of the municipality.

(b) As soon as practicable, but not later than January 1, 2021, the Agency
of Transportation shall publish an Automated Vehicle Testing Guide and
application form to support review by the Traffic Committee and consistent
with the requirements of 23 V.S.A. § 4203 as added in Sec. 16 of this act,
including that the Automated Vehicle Testing Guide include a list of
municipalities that have preapproved testing of automated vehicles on Class 2,
3, and 4 Town Highways within the geographic boundaries of the municipality
and be updated whenever a new municipality wishes to allow testing of
automated vehicles on Class 2, 3, and 4 Town Highways within the geographic
boundaries of the municipality or a municipality no longer wishes to allow
testing of automated vehicles on Class 2, 3, and 4 Town Highways within the
geographic boundaries of the municipality.

(c) The Agency of Transportation may adopt rules to implement the
provisions of 23 V.S.A. chapter 41 as added in Sec. 16 of this act.

Fifth: By striking out Sec. 23, 23 V.S.A. § 631, in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof a new Sec. 23 to read as follows:

Sec. 23.  23 V.S.A. § 631 is amended to read:

§ 631.  REQUIREMENTS; RULES

(a)  The Commissioner may adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25
governing the examination of new applicants for operators’ operator’s licenses
and may prescribe what shall be requisite requirements to obtain or hold a
license or learner’s permit, by either a new or renewal applicant, as to driving
experience, mental and physical qualifications, and any other matter or thing
which that, in his or her judgment, will contribute to the selection of safe and
efficient operators. 

(b)  Any written forms, applications, or tests used by the Department of
Motor Vehicles for operator licensing shall be translated into primary
languages of nations from which individuals assisted by the U.S. Committee
for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont in the prior 10 years hail, as determined
on an annual basis by the Department in consultation with the U.S. Committee
for Refugees and Immigrants Vermont, and available at all Department
locations and on the Department’s website if the English version is available. 
Nothing in this subsection is intended to require the Department to translate
any educational manuals.

Sixth: By striking out Sec. 25, 23 V.S.A. § 4108, in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 25 to read as follows:
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Sec. 25. [Deleted.]

Seventh: By striking out Sec. 28, effective dates, and its accompanying
reader assistance heading in their entireties and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Colored Signal Lamps * * *

Sec. 28. 23 V.S.A. § 1252 is amended to read:

§ 1252. ISSUANCE OF PERMITS FOR SIRENS OR COLORED LAMPS,
OR BOTH; USE OF AMBER LAMPS

(a) When satisfied as to the condition and use of the vehicle, the
Commissioner shall issue and may revoke, for cause, permits for sirens or and
colored signal lamps in the following manner:

(1) Sirens, or blue or blue and signal lamps, red signal lamps, white
signal lamps, or a combination of these thereof, may be authorized for all law
enforcement vehicles owned or leased by a law enforcement agency, a certified
law enforcement officer, or the Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council. If
the applicant is a constable, the application shall be accompanied by a
certification by the town clerk that the applicant is the duly elected or
appointed constable and attesting that the town has not voted to limit the
constable’s authority to engage in enforcement activities under 24 V.S.A.
§ 1936a.

(2) Sirens and red or red and white signal lamps may be authorized for
all ambulances, fire apparatus and other emergency medical service (EMS)
vehicles, vehicles owned or leased by a fire department, vehicles used solely in
rescue operations, or vehicles owned or leased by, or provided to, volunteer
firefighters and voluntary rescue squad members, including a vehicle owned
by a volunteer’s employer when the volunteer has the written authorization of
the employer to use the vehicle for emergency fire or rescue activities. A
single blue signal lamp may be authorized for all ambulances, other EMS
vehicles, and vehicles owned or leased by a fire department or rescue squad
organization, provided that the Commissioner shall require the lamp to be
mounted so as to be visible primarily from the rear of the vehicle.

(3) No vehicle may be authorized a permit for more than one of the
combinations described in subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection.

(4) No motor vehicle, other than one owned by the applicant, shall be
issued a permit until the Commissioner has recorded the information regarding
both the owner of the vehicle and the applicant for the permit.

(5) Upon application to the Commissioner, the Commissioner may issue
a single permit for all the vehicles owned or leased by the applicant.
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(6) Sirens and red or red and white signal lamps, or sirens and blue or
blue and white signal lamps, may be authorized for restored emergency or
enforcement vehicles used for exhibition purposes. Sirens and lamps
authorized under this subdivision may only be activated during an exhibition,
such as a car show or parade.

(b) Amber signal lamps shall be used on road maintenance vehicles,
service vehicles, and wreckers and shall be used on all registered snow
removal equipment when in use removing snow on public highways and the
amber lamps shall be mounted so as to be visible from all sides of the motor
vehicle. A vehicle equipped with an amber signal lamp may not be issued a
permit for the installation and use of a siren.

* * * Junior Operator Use of Portable Electronic Devices * * *

Sec. 29. 23 V.S.A. § 1095a(d) is added to read:

(d)(1) A person who violates this section commits a traffic violation as
defined in section 2302 of this title and shall be subject to a civil penalty of not
less than $100.00 and not more than $200.00 for a first violation, and of not
less than $250.00 and not more than $500.00 for a second or subsequent
violation within any two-year period.

(2) A person convicted of violating this section while operating within
the following areas shall have four points assessed against his or her driving
record for a first conviction and five points assessed for a second or
subsequent conviction:

(A) a properly designated work zone in which construction,
maintenance, or utility personnel are present; or

(B) a school zone marked with warning signs conforming to the
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

(3) A person convicted of violating this section outside the areas
designated in subdivision (2) of this subsection shall have two points assessed
against his or her driving record.

Sec. 29a. 23 V.S.A. § 2502 is amended to read:

§ 2502. POINT ASSESSMENT; SCHEDULE

(a) Unless the assessment of points is waived by a Superior judge or a
Judicial Bureau hearing officer in the interests of justice and in accordance
with subsection 2501(b) of this title, a person operating a motor vehicle shall
have points assessed against his or her driving record for convictions for
moving violations of the indicated motor vehicle statutes in accord with the
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following schedule: (All references are to Title 23 of the Vermont Statutes
Annotated.)

(1) Two points assessed for:

* * *

(LL)(i) § 1095. Entertainment picture visible
to operator;

(ii) § 1095a(d)(3). Junior operator use of portable electronic
device outside work or school zone;

(iii) § 1095b(c)(3). Use of portable electronic device outside
work or school zone;

* * *

(3) Four points assessed for:

* * *

(E) § 1095a(d)(2). Junior operator use of portable electronic
device in work or school zone—first
offense;

(F) § 1095b(c)(2). Use of portable electronic device in work
or school zone—first offense;

(4) Five points assessed for:

* * *

(D) § 1095a(d)(2). Junior operator use of portable electronic
device in work or school zone—second
and subsequent offenses;

(E) § 1095b(c)(2). Use of portable electronic device in work
or school zone—second and subsequent
offenses;

* * *

* * * Master License Agreement Study * * *

Sec. 30. STUDY ON THE AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION’S USE OF
MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENTS AND ALTERNATIVE
OPTIONS

The Agency of Transportation, in consultation with the Vermont League of
Cities and Towns, shall report back to the House and Senate Committees on
Transportation on or before November 15, 2019 concerning the use and
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contents of master license agreements and other agreements or contracts by the
Agency of Transportation when a municipality, utility, or other person needs to
use the right-of-way for the line of railroad owned by the State. The report
shall include the history of the Agency’s use of master license agreements and
other agreements or contracts, including the contents thereof; alternatives to
the use of such agreements; whether a municipality or municipal operated
utility can secure sufficient insurance coverage to enter into the Agency’s
current iteration of the standard conditions to the master license agreement it
uses when a municipality, utility, or other person needs to use the right-of-way
for the line of railroad owned by the State; and what other states do when a
municipality, utility, or other person needs to use the right-of-way for any
state-owned railroad lines.

* * * Safety Belts * * *

Sec. 31. 23 V.S.A. § 1259 is amended to read:

§ 1259. SAFETY BELTS; PERSONS AGE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OVER

* * *

(e) This section may be enforced only if a law enforcement officer has
detained the operator of a motor vehicle for another suspected traffic violation.
An operator shall not be subject to the penalty established in this section unless
the operator is required to pay a penalty for the primary violation. [Repealed.]

(f) The penalty for violation of this section shall be as follows:

(1) $25.00 $0.00 for a first violation;

(2) $50.00 $25.00 for a second violation;

(3) $50.00 for a third violation; and

(4) $100.00 for third fourth and subsequent violations.

Sec. 31a. REPORTING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES

The Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council, in consultation with law
enforcement agencies, shall submit a written report to the House and Senate
Committees on Transportation and on Judiciary on or before the 15th day of
January in 2022, 2023, and 2024 containing, for the prior State fiscal year:

(1) the total number of traffic stops broken out by race of the driver
involved in the traffic stop; and

(2) the following information for all traffic stops involving safety belts
not worn by persons 18 years of age or over:

(A) the age, gender, and race of the driver involved in the traffic
stop;
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(B) the reason for the traffic stop;

(C) the type of search conducted, if any;

(D) the evidence located, if any;

(E) the outcome of the traffic stop, including whether:

(i) a written warning was issued,

(ii) a citation for a civil ticket was issued;

(iii) a citation or arrest for a misdemeanor or a felony occurred; or

(iv) no subsequent action was taken;

(F) summary data broken out by age, gender, race, and outcome of
the traffic stop where the reason for the stop was the primary enforcement of a
person 18 years of age or over not wearing a safety belt; and

(G) summary data broken out by age, gender, race, and outcome of
the traffic stop where the reason for the stop was for any reason other than the
primary enforcement of a person 18 years of age or over not wearing a safety
belt.

* * * Motor Vehicle Registrations * * *

Sec. 32. 23 V.S.A. § 307 is amended to read:

§ 307. CARRYING OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE; REPLACEMENT
AND CORRECTED CERTIFICATES

(a) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle nor draw a trailer or semi-
trailer unless all required registration certificates are carried in some easily
accessible place in the motor vehicle.

(b) In case of the loss, mutilation, or destruction of a certificate, the owner
of the vehicle described in it shall forthwith notify the Commissioner and
remit a fee of $16.00, upon receipt of which the Commissioner shall furnish
the owner with a duplicate certificate.

(c) A corrected registration certificate shall be furnished by the
Commissioner upon request and receipt of a fee of $16.00.

(d) An operator cited for violating subsection (a) of this section with
respect to a pleasure car, motorcycle, or truck that could be registered for less
than 26,001 pounds shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $5.00,
which penalty shall be exempt from surcharges under 13 V.S.A. § 7282(a), if
he or she is cited within the 14 days following the expiration of the motor
vehicle’s registration.
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Sec. 33. 23 V.S.A. § 511 is amended to read:

§ 511. MANNER OF DISPLAY

(a) A motor vehicle operated on any highway shall have displayed in a
conspicuous place either one or two number plates as the Commissioner may
require. Such number plates shall be furnished by the Commissioner and shall
show the number assigned to such vehicle by the Commissioner. If only one
number plate is furnished, the same shall be securely attached to the rear of the
vehicle. If two are furnished, one shall be securely attached to the rear and
one to the front of the vehicle. The number plates shall be kept entirely
unobscured, and the numerals and the letters thereon shall be plainly legible at
all times. They shall be kept horizontal, shall be so fastened as not to swing,
excepting however, there may be installed on a motor truck or truck tractor a
device which would, upon contact with a substantial object, permit the rear
number plate to swing toward the front of the vehicle, provided such device
automatically returns the number plate to its original rigid position after
contact is released, and the ground clearance of the lower edges thereof shall
be established by the Commissioner pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A.
chapter 25.

(b) A registration validation sticker shall be unobstructed, and shall be
affixed as follows:

(1) for vehicles issued registration plates with dimensions of
approximately 12 × 6 inches, in the lower right corner of the rear registration
plate; and

(2) for vehicles issued a registration plate with a dimension of
approximately 7 × 4 inches, in the upper right corner of the rear registration
plate.

(c) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle unless number plates and a
validation sticker are displayed as provided in this section.

(d) An operator cited for violating subsection (c) of this section with
respect to failure to display a validation sticker on a pleasure car, motorcycle,
or truck that could be registered for less than 26,001 pounds shall be subject to
a civil penalty of not more than $5.00, which penalty shall be exempt from
surcharges under 13 V.S.A. § 7282(a), if he or she is cited within the 14 days
following the expiration of the motor vehicle’s registration.

* * * Motor Vehicle Inspections * * *

Sec. 34. 23 V.S.A. § 1222(c) is amended to read:

(c) A person shall not operate a motor vehicle unless it has been inspected
as required by this section and has a valid certification of inspection affixed to
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it. A person shall be subject to a fine civil penalty of not more than $5.00,
which penalty shall be exempt from surcharges under 13 V.S.A. § 7282(a), if
he or she is cited for a violation of this section within the 14 days following
expiration of the motor vehicle inspection sticker. The month of next
inspection for all motor vehicles shall be shown on the current inspection
certificate affixed to the vehicle.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 35. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 26 (Department of Motor Vehicles training),
27 (translated documents and use of interpreters implementation), and
30 (master license agreement study) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Secs. 23 (written forms) and 24 (examination required) shall take effect
on July 1, 2020.

(c) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In;
Committee of Conference Requested; Committee of Conference

Appointed

S. 113.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Ashe, the
rules were suspended and House proposal of amendment to Senate bill
entitled:

An act relating to the management of single-use products.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this act to:

(1) mitigate the harmful effects of single-use products on Vermont’s
municipalities and natural resources; and

(2) relieve the pressure for landfills to manage the disposition of single-
use products.
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Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. chapter 159, subchapter 5 is added to read:

Subchapter 5. Single-Use Carryout Bags; Expanded Polystyrene Food
Service Products; Single-use Plastic Straws; and Single-use Plastic Stirrers

§ 6691. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Agency” means the Agency of Natural Resources.

(2) “Carryout bag” means a bag provided by a store or food service
establishment to a customer at the point of sale for the purpose of transporting
groceries or retail goods, except that a “carryout bag” shall not mean:

(A) a bag provided by a pharmacy to a customer purchasing a
prescription medication; or

(B) a bag in which loose produce or products are placed by a
consumer or a store employee to deliver the produce or products to the point of
sale.

(3) “Expanded polystyrene” means blown polystyrene and expanded
and extruded foams that are thermoplastic petrochemical materials utilizing a
styrene monomer and processed by a number of techniques, including: fusion
of polymer spheres, known as expandable bead 20 polystyrene; injection
molding; foam molding; and extrusion-blow molding, also known as extruded
foam polystyrene.

(4)(A) “Expanded polystyrene food service product” means a product
made of expanded polystyrene that is:

(i) used for selling or providing food or beverages and intended
by the manufacturer to be used once for eating or drinking; or

(ii) generally recognized by the public as an item to be discarded
after one use.

(B) “Expanded polystyrene food service product” shall include:

(i) food containers;

(ii) plates;

(iii) hot and cold beverage cups;

(iv) trays; and

(v) cartons for eggs or other food.

(C) “Expanded polystyrene food service product” shall not include:
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(i) food or beverages that have been packaged in expanded
polystyrene outside the State before receipt by a food service establishment or
store;

(ii) a product made of expanded polystyrene that is used to
package raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, fish, poultry, or seafood; or

(iii) nonfoam polystyrene food service products.

(5) “Food service establishment” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
§ 4301.

(6) “Plastic” means a synthetic material made from linking monomers
through a chemical reaction to create a polymer chain that can be molded or
extruded at high heat into various solid forms that retain their defined shapes
during their life cycle and after disposal, including material derived from
either petroleum or a biologically based polymer, such as corn or other plant
sources.

(7) “Point of sale” means a check-out stand, cash register, or other point
of departure from a store or food service establishment, including the location
where remotely ordered food or products are delivered to a purchaser.

(8) “Reusable carryout bag” means a carryout bag that is designed and
manufactured for multiple uses and is:

(A) made of cloth or other machine-washable fabric that has stitched
handles; or

(B) a polypropylene bag that has stitched handles.

(9) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Natural Resources.

(10) “Single-use plastic carryout bag” means a carryout bag that is:

(A) made of plastic;

(B) a single use product; and

(C) not a reusable carryout bag.

(11) “Single-use plastic stirrer” means a device that is:

(A) used to mix beverages;

(B) made predominantly of plastic; and

(C) a single-use product.

(12) “Single-use plastic straw” means a tube made of plastic that is:

(A) used to transfer liquid from a container to the mouth of a person
drinking the liquid; and
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(B) is a single-use product.

(13) “Single-use product” or “single use” means a product designed and
manufactured to be used only once and is generally recognized by the public
as an item that is to be discarded after one use.

(14) “Single-use, recyclable paper carryout bag” means a carryout bag
made of paper that:

(A) contains at least 40 percent post-consumer recycled material;

(B) is 100 percent recyclable; and

(C) is a single-use product.

(15) “Store” means a grocery store, supermarket, convenience store,
liquor store, drycleaner, pharmacy, drug store, or other retail establishment that
provides carryout bags to its customers.

§ 6692. SINGLE-USE PLASTIC CARRYOUT BAGS; PROHIBITION

A store or food service establishment shall not provide a single-use plastic
carryout bag to a customer.

§ 6693. SINGLE-USE, RECYCLABLE PAPER CARRYOUT BAG

(a) A store or food service establishment may, upon request, provide a
consumer a carryout bag made of paper at the point of sale if the bag is a
single-use, recyclable paper carryout bag.

(b) A store or food service establishment may charge for the provision of a
single-use, recyclable paper carryout bag, provided that if a charge is assessed,
the amount of the charge shall not be less than $0.10 per bag.

(c) All monies collected by a store or food service establishment under this
section for provision of a single-use, recyclable paper carryout bag shall be
retained by the store or food service establishment.

§ 6694. SINGLE-USE PLASTIC STRAWS

(a) A food service establishment shall not provide a single-use plastic straw
to a customer, except that a food service establishment may provide a straw to
a person upon request.

(b) The prohibition on sale or provision of a single-use plastic straw under
subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to:

(1) a hospital licensed under 18 V.S.A. chapter 43;

(2) a nursing home, residential care home, assisted living residence,
home for the terminally ill, or therapeutic community, as those terms are
defined in 33 V.S.A. chapter 71; or
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(3) an independent living facility as that term is defined in 32 V.S.A.
chapter 225.

(c) This section shall not alter the requirements of 9 V.S.A. chapter 139
regarding the provision of services by a place of public accommodation.

§ 6695. SINGLE-USE PLASTIC STIRRERS

A food service establishment shall not provide a single-use plastic stirrer to
a customer.

§ 6696. EXPANDED POLYSTYRENE FOOD SERVICE PRODUCTS

(a) A person shall not sell or offer for sale in the State an expanded
polystyrene food service product.

(b) A store or food service establishment shall not sell or provide food or
beverages in an expanded polystyrene food service product.

(c) This section shall not prohibit a person from storing or packaging a
food or beverage in an expanded polystyrene food service product for
distribution out of State.

§ 6697. CIVIL PENALTIES; WARNING

(a) A person, store, or food service establishment that violates the
requirements of this subchapter shall:

(1) receive a written warning for a first offense;

(2) be subject to a civil penalty of $25.00 for a second offense; and

(3) be subject to a civil penalty of $100.00 for a third or subsequent
offense.

(b) For the purposes of enforcement under this subchapter, an offense shall
be each day a person, store, or food service establishment is violating the
requirement of this subchapter.

§ 6698. RULEMAKING

The Secretary may adopt rules to implement the requirements of this
subchapter.

§ 6699. APPLICATION TO MUNICIPAL BYLAWS, ORDINANCES, OR
CHARTERS; PREEMPTION

(a) The General Assembly finds that the requirements of this subchapter
are of statewide interest and shall be applied uniformly in the State and shall
occupy the entire field of regulation of single-use plastic carryout bags, single-
use, recyclable paper carryout bag, single-use plastic straws, single-use plastic
stirrers, and expanded polystyrene food service products.
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(b) A municipal ordinance, bylaw, or charter adopted or enacted before
July 1, 2020 that regulates or addresses the use, sale, or provision of single-use
plastic carryout bags, single-use paper carryout bags, single-use plastic straws,
single-use plastic stirrers, or expanded polystyrene food service products is
preempted by the requirements of this subchapter and a municipality shall not
enforce or otherwise implement the ordinance, bylaw, or charter.

Sec. 3. SINGLE-USE PRODUCTS WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation; purpose. There is created the Single-Use Products Working
Group to:

(1) evaluate current State and municipal policy and requirements for the
management of single-use products; and

(2) recommend to the Vermont General Assembly policy or
requirements that the State should enact to:

(A) reduce the use of single-use products;

(B) reduce the environmental impact of single-use products;

(C) improve statewide management of single-use products;

(D) divert single-use products from disposal in landfills; and

(E) prevent contamination of natural resources by discarded single-
use products.

(b) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Carryout bag” means a bag provided by a store or food service
establishment to a customer at the point of sale for the purpose of transporting
groceries or retail goods.

(2) “Disposable plastic food service ware” means containers, plates,
clamshells, serving trays, meat and vegetable trays, hot and cold beverage
cups, cutlery, and other utensils that are made of plastic or plastic-coated
paper, including products marketed as biodegradable products but a portion of
the product is not compostable.

(3) “Expanded polystyrene food service product” means a product made
of expanded polystyrene that is:

(A) used for selling or providing food or beverages and intended by
the manufacturer to be used once for eating or drinking; or

(B) generally recognized by the public as an item to be discarded
after one use.
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(4) “Extended producer responsibility” means a requirement for a
producer of a product to provide for and finance the collection, transportation,
reuse, recycling, processing, and final management of the product.

(5) “Food service establishment” has the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A.
§ 4301.

(6) “Packaging” means materials that are used for the containment,
protection, handling, delivery, and presentation of goods sold or delivered in
Vermont.

(7) “Plastic” means a synthetic material made from linking monomers
through a chemical reaction to create a polymer chain that can be molded or
extruded at high heat into various solid forms that retain their defined shapes
during their life cycle and after disposal.

(8) “Point of sale” means a check-out stand, cash register, or other point
of departure from a store or food service establishment, including the location
where remotely ordered food or products are delivered to a purchaser.

(9) “Printed materials” means material that is not packaging, but is
printed with text or graphics as a medium for communicating information,
including telephone books but not including other bound reference books,
bound literary books, or bound textbooks.

(10) “Single-use” means a product that is designed and intended to be
used only once and is generally recognized by the public as an item that is to
be discarded after one use.

(11) “Single-use products” means single-use carryout bags, single-use
packaging, single-use disposable plastic food service ware, expanded
polystyrene food service products, printed materials, and other single-use
plastics or single-use products that are provided to consumers by stores, food
service establishments, or other retailers.

(12) “Store” means a grocery store, supermarket, convenience store,
liquor store, pharmacy, drycleaner, drug store, or other retail establishment.

(13) “Unwanted” means when a person in possession of a product
intends to abandon or discard the product.

(c) Membership. The Single-Use Products Working Group shall be
composed of the following members:

(1) a member of the Senate appointed by the Committee on
Committees;

(2) a member of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Speaker of the House;
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(3) the Secretary of Natural Resources or designee;

(4) a representative of a single-stream materials recovery facility
located in Vermont appointed by the Governor;

(5) one representative from a solid waste management entity in the
State, appointed by the Committee on Committees;

(6) one representative from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns
appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(7) one representative of an association or group representing
manufacturers or distributors of single-use products appointed by the
Governor;

(8) one representative of an environmental advocacy group located in
the State that advocates for the reduction of solid waste and the protection of
the environment appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(9) one representative of stores or food service establishments in the
State, appointed by the Committee on Committees.

(d) Powers and duties. The Single-Use Products Working Group shall:

(1) Evaluate the success of existing State and municipal requirements
for the management of unwanted single-use products.

(2) Estimate the effects on landfill capacity of single-use products that
can be recycled, but are currently being disposed.

(3) Recommend methods or mechanisms to address the effects on
landfill capacity of single-use products that can be recycled, but are currently
being disposed, in order to improve the management of single-use products
in the State, including whether the State should establish extended producer
responsibility or similar requirements for manufacturers, distributors, or
brand owners of single-use products.

(4) If extended producer responsibility or similar requirements for
single-use products are recommended under subdivision (3) of this
subsection, recommend:

(A) The single-use products to be included under the requirements.

(B) A financial incentive for manufacturers, distributors, or brand
owners of single-use products to minimize the environmental impacts of the
products in Vermont. The environmental impacts considered shall include
review of the effect on climate change of the production, use, transport, and
recovery of single-use products.
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(C) How to structure a requirement for manufacturers, distributors,
or brand owners to provide for or finance the collection, processing, and
recycling of single-use products using existing infrastructure in the
collection, processing, and recycling of products where feasible.

(5) An estimate of the costs and benefits of any recommended method
or mechanism for improving the management of single-use products in the
State.

(e) Assistance. The Single-Use Products Working Group shall have the
administrative, technical, financial, and legal assistance of the Agency of
Natural Resources, the Department of Health, the Office of Legislative
Council, and the Joint Fiscal Office.

(f) Report. On or before December 1, 2019, the Single-Use Products
Working Group shall submit to the Senate Committee on Natural Resources
and Energy and the House Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and
Wildlife the findings and recommendations required under subsection (d) of
this section.

(g) Meetings.

(1) The Office of Legislative Council shall call the first meeting of the
Single-Use Products Working Group to occur on or before July 1, 2019.

(2) The Committee shall select a chair from among its members at the
first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on February 1, 2020.

(h) Compensation and reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General
Assembly, a legislative member of the Working Group serving in his or her
capacity as a legislator shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 406 for not more than six
meetings.

(2) Other members of the Working Group shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.
§ 1010 for not more than six meetings.

(3) Payments to members of the Working Group authorized under this
subsection shall be made from monies appropriated to the General Assembly.
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Sec. 4. ANR REPORT ON LANDFILL OPERATION IN THE STATE

As part of the Biennial Report on Solid Waste required under 10 V.S.A.
§ 6604(b) to be submitted to the General Assembly in 2021, the Secretary of
Natural Resources shall include a feasibility study addressing issues related to
the opening of a second landfill in the State. The report shall include:

(1) An assessment of the capacity of the two sites in the State that are
currently permitted and certified for landfill operation, but are not in
operation, to receive solid waste.

(2) An evaluation of the environmental costs of continuing to truck solid
waste to a single landfill located in the northeast corner of the State. This
evaluation shall include the amount of greenhouse gases emitted over the
course of a year from trucks making round trips to the existing landfill in
Vermont. The evaluation shall also include an estimate of the impact that
trucking to the one landfill in the State is having annually on the State
transportation infrastructure.

(3) An estimate of the timeframe to physically activate either one or
both of the sites in the State that are currently permitted and certified for
landfill operation, but are not in operation, to receive solid waste.

(4) An estimate of the timeframe to locate and operate an additional
solid waste landfill in the State.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section, Sec. 1 (purpose), Sec. 3 (single-use working group), and
Sec. 4 (landfill report) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 2 (single-use products) shall take effect July 1, 2020.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator Bray, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Thereupon, pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President announced
the appointment of

Senator Bray
Senator Campion
Senator Rodgers

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.
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Committees of Conference Appointed

S. 18.

An act relating to consumer justice enforcement.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator White
Senator Baruth
Senator Benning

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

S. 149.

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to vehicles and the
Department of Motor Vehicles.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Ashe
Senator Mazza
Senator Kitchel

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

H. 132.

An act relating to adopting protections against housing discrimination for
victims of domestic and sexual violence.

Was taken up. Pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President
announced the appointment of

Senator Balint
Senator Sirotkin
Senator Clarkson

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Ashe, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 18, S. 113, S. 149, H. 16, H. 132, H. 330.
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Adjournment

On motion of Senator Ashe, the Senate adjourned until nine o’clock and
thirty minutes in the morning.

________________

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019

Pursuant to the Senate Rules, in the absence of the President, the Senate
was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Bills Referred to Committee on Appropriations

House bills of the following titles, appearing on the Calendar for notice,
and carrying an appropriation or requiring the expenditure of funds, under the
rule were severally referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

H. 63. An act relating to the time frame for return of unclaimed beverage
container deposits.

H. 351. An act relating to workers’ compensation, unemployment
insurance, and ski tramway amendments.

Bills Passed in Concurrence

House bills of the following titles were severally read the third time and
passed in concurrence:

H. 536. An act relating to education finance.

H. 539. An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the
Town of Stowe and to the merger of the Town and the Stowe Fire District
No. 3.

H. 540. An act relating to approval of the amendments to the charter of the
Town of Williston.

H. 544. An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the
City of Burlington.

H. 549. An act relating to approval of the dissolution of Rutland Fire
District No. 10.
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Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 287.

Senator Baruth, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to small probate estates.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 14 V.S.A. chapter 81 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 81. SMALL ESTATES

§ 1901. FILING INVENTORY AND BOND CONDITIONED UPON
PAYMENT OF FUNERAL EXPENSE WITH PETITION
COMMENCEMENT OF SMALL ESTATE

When application is made to the judge of probate for the appointment of an
administrator or executor of an estate, there may accompany the petition the
following:

(1) A true and complete inventory of the estate of the deceased,
appraised under oath at its true cash value;

(2) A receipt showing that the funeral expenses of the deceased have
been paid, or a personal bond in an amount determined by the judge of probate
to be reasonable, conditioned for the payment of the funeral expenses of the
deceased, within one year from the date of death; and

(3) The will, if any.

(a) When a decedent’s estate has a fair market value of not more than
$45,000.00 and consists entirely of personal property, provided that the estate
may include a time-share estate as defined by 32 V.S.A. § 3619(a), an estate
may be commenced by filing:

(1) a petition to open a probate estate;

(2) a list of interested persons;

(3) the filing fee;

(4) an original death certificate;

(5) an inventory of the estate, including information or estimates
available at the time of filing;
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(6) an affidavit of paid and outstanding funeral expenses and any other
known or reasonably ascertainable debts of the decedent;

(7) a bond without surety in the amount of the fair market value of the
estate; and

(8) the will, if any.

(b) An interested party who does not consent to the small estate proceeding
in writing shall be provided with notice of the petition and the pending
fiduciary appointment and may file any objections with the court within
14 days after receiving the notice. If no objections are filed, the fiduciary
appointment and any will offered for admission shall be approved by the court
without further notice or hearing.

(c) If, after an estate is opened pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, it
is determined that the value of the decedent’s estate at the time of his or her
death exceeded $45,000.00, the fiduciary shall petition the court to order that
the estate be administered pursuant to the laws and rules applicable to estates
with a fair market value in excess of $45,000.00. The court shall grant the
petition if it finds that the estate has a fair market value in excess of
$45,000.00 and that all applicable fees have been paid.

§ 1902. LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION AND LETTERS
TESTAMENTARY, SMALL ESTATES, NOTICE

(a) Upon receiving and filing such petition, the judge of probate may make
such investigation of the circumstances of the case and the facts set forth in the
petition, as he or she deems proper and necessary.

(b) The court may grant administration of the estate to the petitioner or
some other suitable person forthwith without further notice, and may issue
letters of administration to the administrator or letters testamentary to the
executor without requiring further bonds, if from the petition and the
investigation it appears to the satisfaction of the court that:

(1)(A) the deceased left a surviving spouse or children of any age, or
both; or

(B) the deceased left a surviving parent or parents but no spouse or
child;

(2) the deceased died seized of no real estate other than a time-share
estate as defined by 32 V.S.A. § 3619(a); and

(3) the personal estate of the deceased, appraised at its true cash value as
of the date of death, amounts to not more than the sum of $10,000.00.
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(a) When a small estate is commenced pursuant to section 1901 of this
title:

(1) If the decedent had a will, the will shall be admitted and letters of
administration shall be issued as provided in section 902 of this title.

(2) If the decedent did not have a will, letters of administration shall be
issued as provided in section 903 of this title.

(b) Within 60 days after the issuance of letters of administration, and at any
time thereafter if deemed necessary by the fiduciary, the fiduciary shall
confirm, correct, or supplement the inventory filed with the petition.

(c) Letters of administration issued pursuant to this section shall be
effective for one year after the date of issuance. The court may extend the
one-year duration upon motion of the fiduciary for good cause shown.

§ 1903. SAME; DISCHARGE UPON PAYMENT OF FUNERAL
EXPENSES; RESIDUE

(a) In intestate estates whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the
judge of probate that an administrator appointed under sections 1901 and 1902
of this title has paid or caused to be paid the funeral and burial expenses of
said deceased, and has paid over all the balance and residue of said estate in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 42 of this title, the court may
forthwith discharge the administrator without further accounting and without
notice.

(1) If it appears from the record that the estate is insolvent, the fiduciary
shall apply for an order of dividend from the court. If the estate is not
insolvent, the fiduciary shall make payment in settlement with all known or
reasonably ascertainable creditors, including payment of income taxes due for
the year of the decedent’s death, and pay any remaining balance to the
beneficiaries of the estate as provided by the will, if any, or as otherwise
provided by law.

(2) Upon completion of the payments required by subdivision (1) of this
subsection, the fiduciary shall file with the court a sworn statement setting
forth the amounts and recipients of each payment.

(b) In testate estates, whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the
judge of probate that an executor has paid or caused to be paid the funeral and
burial expenses of the deceased and has paid over the remaining property in
accordance with the terms of the will unless waived, and in that event in
accordance with law, the court may forthwith discharge such executor without
further accounting and without notice. The court may discharge the fiduciary
without further accounting and without notice after the fiduciary has
completed the requirements of subsection (a) of this section.
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(c) If a discharge is given under this section, any assets distributed by the
executor or administrator fiduciary shall be subject to claims later established,
and sections 1202 and 1203 of this title shall apply, but the executors or
administrators shall not be liable to distributees for losses to them when
required to reimburse creditors. Each distributee shall have a duty of
proportionate contribution for any claims brought against one or more other
distributees, not to exceed the amount received by the distributee from the
estate.

Sec. 2. 14 V.S.A. § 107 is amended to read:

§ 107. ALLOWANCE OF WILL; CUSTODY OF PROPERTY

* * *

(b) Objections to allowance of the will must be filed in writing not less
than three business seven days prior to the hearing. In the event that no timely
objections are filed, the will may be allowed without hearing if it meets criteria
set out in section 108 of this title.

* * *

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

Proposals of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 524.

Senator Pearson, for the Committee on Finance, to which was referred
House bill entitled:

An act relating to health insurance and the individual mandate.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 6, in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. § 1811 is amended to read:

§ 1811. HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SMALL
EMPLOYERS
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* * *

(d)(1) Guaranteed issue. A registered carrier shall guarantee acceptance of
all individuals, small employers, and employees of small employers, and each
dependent of such individuals and employees, for any health benefit plan
offered by the carrier, regardless of any outstanding premium amount a
subscriber may owe to the carrier for coverage provided during the previous
plan year.

(2) Preexisting condition exclusions. A registered carrier shall not
exclude, restrict, or otherwise limit coverage under a health benefit plan for
any preexisting health condition.

(3) Annual limitations on cost sharing.

(A)(i) The annual limitation on cost sharing for self-only coverage
for any year shall be the same as the dollar limit established by the federal
government for self-only coverage for that year in accordance with 45 C.F.R.
§ 156.130.

(ii) The annual limitation on cost sharing for other than self-only
coverage for any year shall be twice the dollar limit for self-only coverage
described in subdivision (i) of this subdivision (A).

(B)(i) In the event that the federal government does not establish an
annual limitation on cost sharing for any plan year, the annual limitation on
cost sharing for self-only coverage for that year shall be the dollar limit for
self-only coverage in the preceding calendar year, increased by any percentage
by which the average per capita premium for health insurance coverage in
Vermont for the preceding calendar year exceeds the average per capita
premium for the year before that.

(ii) The annual limitation on cost-sharing for other than self-only
coverage for any year in which the federal government does not establish an
annual limitation on cost sharing shall be twice the dollar limit for self-only
coverage described in subdivision (i) of this subdivision (B).

(4) Ban on annual and lifetime limits. A health benefit plan shall not
establish any annual or lifetime limit on the dollar amount of essential health
benefits, as defined in Section 1302(b) of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended by the Health
Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-152, and
applicable regulations and federal guidance, for any individual insured under
the plan, regardless of whether the services are provided in-network or out-of-
network.
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(5)(A) No cost sharing for preventive services. A health benefit plan
shall not impose any co-payment, coinsurance, or deductible requirements for:

(i) preventive services that have an “A” or “B” rating in the
current recommendations of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force;

(ii) immunizations for routine use in children, adolescents, and
adults that have in effect a recommendation from the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with
respect to the individual involved;

(iii) with respect to infants, children, and adolescents, evidence-
informed preventive care and screenings as set forth in comprehensive
guidelines supported by the federal Health Resources and Services
Administration; and

(iv) with respect to women, to the extent not included in
subdivision (i) of this subdivision (5)(A), evidence-informed preventive care
and screenings set forth in binding comprehensive health plan coverage
guidelines supported by the federal Health Resources and Services
Administration.

(B) Subdivision (A) of this subdivision (5) shall apply to a high-
deductible health plan only to the extent that it would not disqualify the plan
from eligibility for a health savings account pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 223.

* * *

Second: By striking out Sec. 7 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 7. [Deleted.]

Third: In Sec. 13, effective dates, by striking out subsection (d) in its
entirety and by relettering subsection (e) to be subsection (d)

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of
amendment.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposals of amendment were collectively agreed to, and third
reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 525.

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Agriculture, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to miscellaneous agricultural subjects.



TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019 1101

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

* * * Seed Sales; Reporting * * *

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. § 642 is amended to read:

§ 642. DUTIES AND AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY

(a) The Secretary shall enforce and carry out the provisions of this
subchapter, including:

(1) Sampling, inspecting, making analysis of, and testing seeds subject
to the provisions of this subchapter that are transported, sold, or offered or
exposed for sale within the State for sowing purposes. The Secretary shall
notify promptly a person who sells, offers, or exposes seeds for sale and, if
appropriate, the person who labels or transports seeds, of any violation and
seizure of the seeds, or order to cease sale of the seeds under section 643 of
this title.

(2) Making or providing for purity and germination tests of seed for
farmers and dealers on request and to fix and collect charges for the tests
made.

(3) Cooperating with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and other
agencies in seed law enforcement.

(4) Prior to sale, distribution, or use of a new genetically engineered
seed in the State and after consultation with a seed review committee convened
under subsection (c) of this section, review the traits of the new genetically
engineered seed. The Secretary may prohibit, restrict, condition, or limit the
sale, distribution, or use of the seed in the State when determined necessary to
prevent an adverse effect on agriculture in the State.

(b) The Secretary shall establish rules to carry out the provisions of this
subchapter, including those governing the methods of sampling, inspecting,
analyzing, testing, and examining seeds and reasonable standards for seed.

(c)(1) The Secretary shall convene a seed review committee to review the
seed traits of a new genetically engineered seed proposed for sale, distribution,
or use in the State.

(2) A seed review committee convened under this subsection shall be
composed of the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets or designee and
the following members appointed by the Secretary:

(A) a certified commercial agricultural pesticide applicator;
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(B) an agronomist or relevant crop specialist from the University of
Vermont or Vermont Technical College;

(C) a licensed seed dealer; and

(D) a member of a farming sector affected by the new genetically
engineered seed.

(3) A majority of the seed review committee shall approve of the sale,
distribution, or use of a new genetically engineered seed prior to sale,
distribution, or use in the State. In order to ensure the appropriate use or traits
of a new genetically engineered seed in the State, a seed review committee
may propose to the Secretary limits or conditions on the sale, distribution, or
use of a seed or recommend a limited period of time for sale of the seed.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. § 648 is amended to read:

§ 648. INSPECTIONS

* * *

(g) For seeds sold in Vermont that contain genetically engineered material,
the manufacturer or processor distributing such seed in Vermont shall report
annually on January or before February 15 to the Secretary on forms supplied
by the Secretary regarding sales during the previous calendar year.

(h) For seeds sold in Vermont, the manufacturer or processor distributing
the seed in Vermont shall report annually on or before February 15 to the
Secretary on forms supplied by the Secretary regarding the quantity of treated
article seed and the quantity of untreated seed sold in Vermont during the
previous calendar year. As used in this subsection, “treated article seed”
means an agricultural seed, flower seed, or vegetable seed that is a treated
article pesticide as that term is defined in section 1101 of this title.

* * * Dairy Operations * * *

Sec. 3. 6 V.S.A. § 2722 is amended to read:

§ 2722. APPLICATION

Applications shall be completely filled out and sworn to by the applicant or
a partner or officer thereof and in case of renewal shall be filed with the
Secretary on or before July 15 of each year. New handlers may apply for
a license at any time. Renewal applications not received on or before
August 1 15 shall be assessed a late fee of $100.00. The application for a
handler’s license shall provide the following information and such other
information as the Secretary by regulation shall reasonably require:

* * *
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* * * Raw Milk * * *

Sec. 4. 6 V.S.A. §§ 2777 and 2778 are amended to read:

§ 2777. STANDARDS FOR THE SALE OF UNPASTEURIZED (RAW)
MILK

(a) Unpasteurized milk shall be sold directly from the producer to the
consumer for personal consumption only and shall not be resold.

(b) Unpasteurized milk shall be sold only from the farm on which it was
produced except when delivery is arranged in conformance with sale or
delivery off the farm is allowed under section 2778 of this chapter.
Unpasteurized milk shall not be sold or offered as free samples at any location
other than on the farm on which the milk was produced.

(c) Unpasteurized milk operations shall conform to reasonable sanitary
standards, including:

(1)(A) Unpasteurized milk shall be derived from healthy animals which
that are subject to appropriate veterinary care, including rabies vaccination
according to accepted vaccination standards established by the Agency.

(B) A producer shall ensure that all ruminant animals are tested for
brucellosis and tuberculosis, according to accepted testing standards
established by the Agency, prior to the sale of unpasteurized milk.

(C) A producer shall ensure that dairy animals entering the
producer’s milking herd, including those born on the farm, are tested for
brucellosis and tuberculosis, according to accepted testing standards
established by the Agency, prior to the animal’s milk being sold to consumers,
unless:

(i) The dairy animal has a negative U.S. Department of
Agriculture approved test for brucellosis within 30 days prior to importation
into the State, in which case a brucellosis test shall not be required;

(ii) The dairy animal has a negative U.S. Department of
Agriculture approved tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation into
the State, in which case a tuberculosis test shall not be required;

(iii) The dairy animal leaves and subsequently reenters the
producer’s herd from a state or Canadian province that is classified as
“certified free” of brucellosis and “accredited free” of tuberculosis or an
equivalent classification, in which case a brucellosis or tuberculosis test shall
not be required.

(D) A producer shall post test results and verification of vaccinations
on the farm in a prominent place and make results available to customers and
the Agency.
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(d) Unpasteurized milk shall conform to the following production and
marketing standards:

(1) Record keeping and reporting.

(A) A producer shall collect one composite sample of unpasteurized
milk each day and keep the previous 14 days’ samples frozen. The producer
shall provide samples to the Agency if requested.

(B) A producer shall maintain a current list of all customers,
including addresses, telephone numbers, and, when available, e-mail
addresses.

(C) The producer shall maintain a list of transactions for at least one
year which that shall include customer names, the date of each purchase, and
the amount purchased.

(2) Labeling. Unpasteurized (raw) milk shall be labeled as such, and the
label shall contain:

(A) The date the milk was obtained from the animal.

(B) The name, address, zip code, and telephone number of the
producer.

(C) The common name of the type of animal producing the milk,
such as cattle, goat, sheep, or an image of the animal.

(D) The words “Unpasteurized (Raw) Milk. Not pasteurized. Keep
Refrigerated.” on the container’s principal display panel, and these words shall
be clearly readable in letters at least one-eighth inch in height and prominently
displayed.

(E) The words “This product has not been pasteurized and therefore
may contain harmful bacteria that can cause illness particularly in children,
elders, and persons with weakened immune systems and in pregnant women
can cause illness, miscarriage, or fetal death, or death of a newborn.”
“Consuming raw unpasteurized milk may cause illness, particularly in
children, seniors, persons with weakened immune systems, and pregnant
women.” on the container’s principal display panel and clearly readable in
letters at least one-sixteenth inch in height.

(3) Temperature. Unpasteurized milk shall be cooled to 40 degrees
Fahrenheit or lower within two hours of the finish of milking and so
maintained until it is obtained by the consumer. All farms shall be able to
demonstrate to the Agency’s inspector that they have the capacity to keep the
amount of milk sold on the highest volume day stored and kept at 40 degrees
Fahrenheit or lower in a sanitary and effective manner.
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(4) Storage. An unpasteurized milk bulk storage container shall be
cleaned and sanitized after each emptying. Each container shall be emptied
within 24 hours of the first removal of milk for packaging. Milk may be
stored for up to 72 hours, but all storage containers must shall be emptied and
cleaned at least every 72 hours. Unless milk storage containers are cleaned
and sanitized daily, a written log of dates and times when milking, cleaning,
and sanitizing occur shall be posted in a prominent place and be easily visible
to customers.

(5) Shelf life. Unpasteurized milk shall not be transferred to a
consumer after four days from the date on the label.

(6) Customer inspection and notification.

(A) The producer shall provide the customer with the opportunity to
tour the farm and any area associated with the milking operation. The
producer shall permit the customer to return to the farm at a reasonable time
and at reasonable intervals to reinspect any areas associated with the milking
operation.

(B)(i) A sign that is not smaller than 8 and one half inches by 11
inches with the words “Unpasteurized (Raw) Milk. Not pasteurized. Keep
Refrigerated.” and “This product has not been pasteurized and therefore may
contain harmful bacteria that can cause illness particularly in children, elders,
and persons with weakened immune systems and in pregnant women can cause
illness, miscarriage, or fetal death, or death of a newborn.” “Consuming raw
unpasteurized milk may cause illness, particularly in children, seniors, persons
with weakened immune systems, and pregnant women.” shall be displayed
prominently on the farm in a place where it can be easily seen by customers.
The lettering shall be at least one inch in height and shall be clearly readable.

(ii) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall design a
template of the sign required under subdivision (6)(B)(i) of this section and
shall post the template to the website of the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets for use by producers.

(e) A producer selling 87.5 or fewer gallons (350 quarts) of unpasteurized
milk per week shall meet the requirements of subsections (a) through (d) of
this section and shall sell unpasteurized milk only from the farm on which it
was produced. A producer selling 87.5 or fewer gallons of unpasteurized milk
may choose to meet the requirements of subsection (f) of this section, in which
case the producer may deliver or sell in accordance with section 2778 of this
title.

(f) A producer selling more than 87.5 gallons to 350 gallons (more than
350 to 1,400 quarts) of unpasteurized milk per week shall meet the
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requirements of subsections (a) through (d) of this section as well as the
following standards:

(1) Inspection. The Agency shall annually inspect the producer’s
facility and determine that the producer is in compliance with the sanitary
standards listed in subsection (c) of this section.

(2) Bottling. Unpasteurized milk shall be sold in containers which that
have been filled by the producer. Containers shall be cleaned by the producer
except that the producer may allow customers to clean their own containers
only if each customer’s container is labeled with the customer’s name and
address and the customers use their own containers. Producers shall ensure
that only clean bottles are filled and distributed.

(3) Testing.

(A) A producer shall have unpasteurized milk tested twice per month
by a U.S. Food and Drug Administration accredited laboratory using
accredited lab approved testing containers. Milk shall be tested for the
following and the results shall be below these limits:

(i) total bacterial (aerobic) count: 15,000 cfu l (cattle and goats);

(ii) total coliform count: 10 cfu l (cattle and goats); and

(iii) somatic cell count: 225,000 l (cattle); 500,000 l (goats).

(B) The producer shall ensure that all test results are forwarded to the
Agency, by the laboratory, upon completion of testing or within five days of
receipt of the results by the producer.

(C) The producer shall keep test results on file for one year and shall
post results on the farm in a prominent place that is easily visible to customers.
The producer shall provide test results to the farm’s customers if requested.

(D) The Secretary shall issue a warning to a producer when any two
out of four consecutive, monthly tests exceed the limits. The Secretary shall
have the authority to suspend unpasteurized milk sales if any three out of five
consecutive, monthly tests exceed the limits until an acceptable sample result
is achieved. The Secretary shall not require a warning to the consumer based
on a high test result.

(4) Registration. Each producer operating under this subsection shall
register with the Agency.

(5) Reporting. On or before March 1 of each year, each producer shall
submit to the Agency a statement of the total gallons of unpasteurized milk
sold in the previous 12 months.
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(6) Off-farm sale and delivery. The sale and delivery of unpasteurized
milk is permitted and shall be in compliance with as provided for under section
2778 of this title.

(g) The sale of more than 350 gallons (1,400 quarts) of unpasteurized milk
in any one week is prohibited.

§ 2778. SALE OR DELIVERY OF UNPASTEURIZED (RAW) MILK

(a) Delivery Sale or delivery of unpasteurized milk off the farm is
permitted only within the State of Vermont and only of milk produced by a
producer meeting the requirements of subsection 2777(f) of this chapter.

(b) Delivery Sale or delivery of unpasteurized milk off the farm shall
conform to the following requirements:

(1) Delivery shall be to a customer who has purchased milk in advance
either by a one-time payment or through a subscription. Milk is purchased in
advance of delivery when payment is provided prior to delivery at the
customer’s home or prior to commencement of the farmers’ market where the
customer receives delivery Vendors shall verbally inform each customer of the
need to keep milk refrigerated.

(2) A producer may sell or deliver unpasteurized milk directly to the
customer:

(A) at the customer’s home or may deliver it to the customer’s home
when delivery is into a refrigerated unit at the customer’s home if such unit is
capable of maintaining the unpasteurized milk at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or
lower until obtained by the customer; or

(B) at a farmers’ market, as that term is defined in section 5001 of
this title, where the producer is a vendor.

(3) During delivery or storage prior to sale, unpasteurized milk shall be
protected from exposure to direct sunlight.

(4) During delivery or storage prior to sale, unpasteurized milk shall be
kept at 40 degrees Fahrenheit or lower at all times.

(c) A producer may contract with another individual to deliver the
unpasteurized milk in accordance with this section. The producer shall be
jointly and severally liable for the delivery of the unpasteurized milk in
accordance with this section.

(d) Prior to delivery at a farmers’ market under this section, a producer
shall submit to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets written or
electronic notice of intent to deliver unpasteurized milk at a farmers’ market.
The notice shall:
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(1) include the producer’s name and proof of registration;

(2) identify the farmers’ market or markets where the producer will
deliver milk; and

(3) specify the day or days of the week on which delivery will be made
at a farmers’ market.

(e) A producer selling or delivering unpasteurized milk at a farmers’
market under this section shall display the registration required under
subdivision 2777(f)(4) of this title and the sign required under subdivision
2777(d)(6) on the farmers’ market stall or stand in a prominent manner that is
clearly visible to consumers.

* * * Farm-to-School; Local Food Grants * * *

Sec. 5. 6 V.S.A. § 4721 is amended to read:

§ 4721. LOCAL FOODS GRANT PROGRAM

(a) There is created in the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets the
Rozo McLaughlin Farm-to-School Program to execute, administer, and award
local grants for the purpose of helping Vermont schools develop farm-to-
school programs that will sustain relationships with local farmers and
producers, enrich the educational experience of students, improve the health of
Vermont children, and enhance Vermont’s agricultural economy.

(b) A school, a school district, a consortium of schools, a consortium of
school districts, or a registered or licensed child care providers provider, or an
organization administering or assisting the development of farm-to-school
programs may apply to the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets for a
grant award to:

(1) fund equipment, resources, training, and materials that will help to
increase use of local foods in child nutrition programs;

(2) fund items, including local food products, gardening supplies, field
trips to farms, gleaning on farms, and stipends to visiting farmers, that will
help educators to use hands-on educational techniques to teach children about
nutrition and farm-to-school connections;

(3) fund professional development and technical assistance, in
partnership with the Agency of Education and farm-to-school technical service
providers, to help teachers, child nutrition personnel, organizations
administering or assisting the development of farm-to-school programs, and
members of the farm-to-school community educate students about nutrition
and farm-to-school connections and assist schools and licensed or registered
child care providers in developing a farm-to-school program; and
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(4) fund technical assistance or support strategies to increase
participation in federal child nutrition programs that increase the viability of
sustainable meal programs.

(c) The Secretaries of Agriculture, Food and Markets and of Education and
the Commissioner of Health, in consultation with farmers, child nutrition staff,
educators, organizations administering or assisting the development of farm-
to-school programs, and farm-to-school technical service providers jointly
shall adopt procedures relating to the content of the grant application and the
criteria for making awards.

(d) The Secretary shall determine that there is significant interest in the
school community before making an award and shall give priority
consideration to schools, school districts, and registered or licensed child care
providers that are developing farm-to-school connections and education, that
indicate a willingness to make changes to their child nutrition programs to
increase student access and participation, and that are making progress toward
the implementation of the Vermont School Wellness Policy Guidelines
developed by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the Agency of
Education, and the Department of Health, updated in June 2015 or of the
successor of these guidelines.

(e) No award shall be greater than $15,000.00 20 percent of the total
annual amount available for granting except that a grant award to the
following entities may, at the discretion of the Secretary of Agriculture, Food
and Markets, exceed the cap:

(1) Farm-to-School service providers; or

(2) school districts or consortiums of school districts that completed
merger under 2010 Acts and Resolves No. 153, 2012 Acts and Resolves
No. 156, or 2015 Acts and Resolves No. 46 on or before July 1, 2019,
provided that the grant is used for the purpose of expanding Farm-to-School
projects to additional schools within the new school district.

* * * Agricultural Water Quality * * *

Sec. 6. 6 V.S.A. § 4802 is amended to read:

§ 4802. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agency” means the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(2) “Farming” shall have has the same meaning as used in 10 V.S.A.
§ 6001(22).



1110 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

(3) “Good standing” means a participant in a program administered
under this chapter:

(A) does not have an active enforcement violation that has reached a
final order with the Secretary; and

(B) is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement or
contract with the Agency.

(3)(4) “Healthy soil” means soil that has a well-developed, porous
structure, is chemically balanced, supports diverse microbial communities, and
has abundant organic matter.

(4)(5) “Manure” means livestock waste in solid or liquid form that may
also contain bedding, spilled feed, water, or soil.

(5)(6) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets.

(6)(7) “Top of bank” means the point along the bank of a stream where
an abrupt change in slope is evident, and where the stream is generally able to
overflow the banks and enter the adjacent floodplain during an annual flood
event. Annual flood event shall be determined according to the Agency of
Natural Resources’ Flood Hazard Area and River Corridor Protection
Procedure.

(7)(8) “Waste” or “agricultural waste” means material originating or
emanating from a farm that is determined by the Secretary or the Secretary of
Natural Resources to be harmful to the waters of the State, including:
sediments; minerals, including heavy metals; plant nutrients; pesticides;
organic wastes, including livestock waste, animal mortalities, compost, feed
and crop debris; waste oils; pathogenic bacteria and viruses; thermal pollution;
silage runoff; untreated milkhouse milk house waste; and any other farm waste
as the term “waste” is defined in 10 V.S.A. § 1251(12).

(8)(9) “Water” shall has have the same meaning as used in 10 V.S.A.
§ 1251(13).

Sec. 7. 6 V.S.A. § 4810a is amended to read:

§ 4810a. REQUIRED AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES; REVISION

(a) On or before September 15, 2016, the The Secretary of Agriculture,
Food and Markets shall file under 3 V.S.A. § 841 a final proposal of a rule
amending maintain the required agricultural practices in order to improve
water quality in the State, assure practices on all farms eliminate adverse
impacts to water quality, and implement the small farm certification program
required by section 4871 of this title. At a minimum, the amendments to the
required agricultural practices shall:
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* * *

(b) On or before January 15, 2018, the The Secretary of Agriculture, Food
and Markets shall amend by rule maintain the required agricultural practices in
order to include requirements for reducing nutrient contribution to waters of
the State from subsurface tile drainage. Upon adoption of requirements for
subsurface tile drainage, the Secretary may require an existing subsurface tile
drain to comply with the requirements of the RAPs for subsurface tile drainage
upon a determination that compliance is necessary to reduce adverse impacts
to water quality from the subsurface tile drain.

Sec. 8. 6 V.S.A. § 4811 is amended to read:

§ 4811. POWERS OF SECRETARY

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets in furtherance of the
purposes of this chapter may:

(1) Make, adopt, revise, and amend reasonable rules which define
practices described in section 4810 of this title as well as other rules deemed
necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Appoint assistants, subject to applicable laws, to perform or assist in
the performance of any duties or functions of the Secretary under this chapter.

(3) Enter any lands, public or private, and review and copy any land
management records as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this
chapter.

(4) Sign memorandums of understanding between agencies when the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets agrees it is necessary for the
success of the program.

(5) Solicit and receive federal or private funds.

(6) Cooperate fully with the federal government or other agencies in the
operation of any joint federal-state programs concerning the regulation of
agricultural non-point source pollution.

(7) Establish programs to improve agricultural water quality.

(8) Provide grants or contracts from agricultural water quality programs
established under this chapter, or by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets for the purpose of providing technical and financial assistance in
preventing agricultural pollution from entering groundwater and waters of the
State, provided that the Secretary shall only use capital funding available to the
Agency for water quality programs or projects that are eligible for capital
assistance.
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Sec. 9. 6 V.S.A. § 4820 is amended to read:

§ 4820. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

* * *

(6) “Good standing” means the participant:

(A) does not have an active enforcement violation that has reached a
final order with the Secretary; or

(B) is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement or
contract with the Agency. [Repealed.]

Sec. 10. 6 V.S.A. § 4828 is amended to read:

§ 4828. CAPITAL EQUIPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) It is the purpose of this section to provide assistance to contract
applicators, nonprofit organizations, and farms to purchase or use innovative
equipment that will aid in the reduction of surface runoff of agricultural wastes
to State waters, improve water quality of State waters, reduce odors from
manure application, separate phosphorus from manure, decrease greenhouse
gas emissions, and reduce costs to farmers.

(b) The capital equipment assistance program is created in the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets to provide farms, nonprofit organizations, and
custom applicators in Vermont with State financial assistance for the purchase
of new or innovative equipment to improve manure application, separation of
phosphorus from manure, or nutrient management plan implementation.

(c) Assistance under this section shall in each fiscal year be allocated
according to the following priorities and as further defined by the Secretary:

(1) First priority. Priority shall be given to capital equipment to be used
on farm sites that are serviced by custom applicators, multiple farms;
equipment to be used for phosphorus reduction, separation, or treatment
equipment providers,; and projects managed by nonprofit organizations and
projects that are located in descending order within the boundaries of:

(A)(1) the Lake Champlain Basin;

(B)(2) the Lake Memphremagog Basin;

(C)(3) the Connecticut River Basin; and

(D)(4) the Hudson River Basin.

(2) Next priority shall be given to capital equipment to be used at a farm
site that is located in descending order within the boundaries of:
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(A) the Lake Champlain Basin;

(B) the Lake Memphremagog Basin;

(C) the Connecticut River Basin; and

(D) the Hudson River Basin.

(d) An applicant for a State grant under this section to purchase or
implement phosphorus removal reduction, separation, or treatment technology
or equipment shall pay 10 percent of the total eligible project cost. The dollar
amount of a State grant to purchase or implement phosphorus removal
reduction, separation, or treatment technology or equipment shall be equal to
the total eligible project cost, less 10 percent of the total as paid by the
applicant, and shall not exceed $300,000.00.

Sec. 11. 6 V.S.A. § 4989 is amended to read:

§ 4989. CERTIFICATION OF NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN
TECHNICAL SERVICE PROVIDERS

(a) On or before July 1, 2019, the The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets shall adopt by rule a process by which a nutrient management
technical service provider shall be certified to operate within the State. The
certification process shall require a nutrient management technical service
provider to complete eight hours of training over each five-year period
regarding:

(1) calculating manure and agricultural waste generation;

(2) taking soil and manure samples;

(3) identifying and creating maps of all natural resource features;

(4) use of erosion calculation tools;

(5) reconciling plans using records;

(6) use of nutrient index tools; and

(7) requirements within the Required Agricultural Practices, Medium
Farm Operation rules and general permit, and Large Farm Operation rules.

(b) Beginning on July 1, 2019, a nutrient management technical service
provider shall not create a nutrient management plan for a farm unless certified
by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets Beginning 45 days after the
effective date of the rule adopted by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets under subsection (a) of this section to regulate nutrient management
technical service providers, a nutrient management technical service provider
shall not create a nutrient management plan for a farm unless certified by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.
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* * * Environmental Stewardship Program * * *

Sec. 12. 6 V.S.A. chapter 215, subchapter 7A is added to read:

Subchapter 7A. Regenerative Farming

§ 4961. PURPOSE

The purposes of this subchapter are to:

(1) enhance the economic viability of farms in Vermont;

(2) improve the health and productivity of the soils of Vermont;

(3) encourage farmers to implement regenerative farming practices;

(4) reduce the amount of agricultural waste entering the waters of
Vermont;

(5) enhance crop resilience to rainfall fluctuations and mitigate water
damage to crops, land, and surrounding infrastructure;

(6) promote cost-effective farming practices;

(7) reinvigorate the rural economy; and

(8) help the next generation of Vermont farmers learn regenerative
farming practices so that farming remains integral to the economy, landscape,
and culture of Vermont.

§ 4962. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Certified Vermont Environmental Steward” means an owner or
operator of a farm who has achieved the thresholds for the Vermont
Environmental Stewardship Program to be certified as a farm that improves
soil health and contributes to improving water quality.

(2) “Regenerative farming” means a series of cropland management
practices that:

(A) contributes to generating or building soils and soil fertility and
health;

(B) increases water percolation, increases water retention, and
increases the amount of clean water running off farms;

(C) increases biodiversity and ecosystem health and resiliency; and

(D) sequesters carbon in agricultural soils.
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§ 4963. REGENERATIVE FARMING; VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

(a) Establishment of program. There is created within the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets the Vermont Environmental Stewardship
Program (VESP) to provide technical and financial assistance to Vermont
farmers seeking to implement regenerative farming practices to achieve
certification as a Certified Vermont Environmental Steward.

(b) Program standards; application. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food
and Markets shall establish by procedure standards for certification as a
Certified Environmental Steward. Application for certification shall be made
in the manner required by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(c) Program services. The VESP shall provide the following services to
farmers voluntarily seeking to transition to achieve certification as a Certified
Vermont Environmental Steward:

(1) information and education regarding the requirements for
certification, including the method, timeline, and process of certification;

(2) technical assistance in completing any required application for
certification;

(3) technical assistance in developing plans and implementing practices
to achieve certification from the VESP; and

(4) technical assistance in complying with the requirements of the VESP
after a farm is certified.

(d) Financial assistance; eligibility. An owner or operator of a farm
participating in the VESP shall be eligible for financial assistance from
existing Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets financial assistance
programs for costs incurred in implementing any of the practices required for
certification as a Certified Environmental Steward.

(e) Revocation of certification. The Secretary may, after due notice and
hearing, revoke a certification issued under this section when the owner or
operator of a certified farm fails to comply with the standards for certification
established under subsection (b) of this section.

(f) Administrative penalty; falsely advertising. The Secretary may assess
an administrative penalty of up to $1,000.00 against the owner or operator of a
farm who knowingly advertises as a Certified Environmental Steward when
not certified by the Secretary.
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Sec. 13. FUNDING VERMONT ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
PROGRAM

In addition to the existing capital and noncapital financial assistance that
may be available to a farmer from the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets, the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets separately may use
funds available to the Agency and eligible for use for water quality programs
or projects to provide noncapital financial incentives to Vermont farmers
participating in the Vermont Environmental Stewardship Program to
implement regenerative farming practices to achieve certification as a Certified
Vermont Environmental Steward.

* * * Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program * * *

Sec. 14. 6 V.S.A. § 4829 is added to read:

§ 4829. CONSERVATION RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

(a) The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program is created in the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets to provide the farms of Vermont
with State or federal financial assistance for the implementation of alternative
nutrient reduction practices that improve soil quality, improve nutrient
retention, and reduce agricultural waste discharges. The Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets may approve one or more of the following
practices for participation in the program:

(1) riparian forest buffers;

(2) grassed waterways;

(3) grassed filter strips; or

(4) other practices approved by the Secretary and administered through
a memorandum of understanding with the Commodity Credit Corporation.

(b) Grant agreements entered into under this section shall at a minimum
have a term of 15 years in duration and can include permanent easements.

(c)(1) The Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall use capital
funding available to the Agency and eligible for use for water quality
programs or projects to provide financial assistance to Vermont farmers to
complete practices approved by the Agency for participation in the program
under subdivisions (a)(1)–(3) of this section.

(2) The Agency shall use noncapital funds eligible for use for water quality
programs or projects to provide financial assistance to Vermont farmers to
complete practices approved by the Agency for participation in the program
under subdivision (a)(4) of this section.



TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019 1117

* * * Agriculture Environmental Management Program * * *

Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. § 4830 is added to read:

§ 4830. AGRICULTURAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

(a) The Agricultural Environmental Management Program is created in the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets to provide the farms of Vermont
with State financial assistance to alternatively manage their farmstead,
cropland, and pasture in a manner that will address identified water quality
concerns that, traditionally, would have been wholly or partially addressed
through federal, State, and landowner investments in BMP infrastructure, in
agronomic practices, or both. The Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets
may approve one or more of the following practices for participation in the
program:

(1) conservation easements;

(2) land acquisition;

(3) farm structure decommissioning;

(4) site reclamation; or

(5) issue a grant as an in-lieu payment not to exceed $200,000.00 as
an alternative to the best management practice program implementation to
otherwise address the same conservation issues for an equivalent or
longer term.

(b) The Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall use funds available
to the Agency and eligible for use for water quality programs or projects to
provide financial assistance to Vermont farmers, provided that the Agency may
use capital funds to provide financial assistance for practices approved under
subdivisions (a)(1)–(4) of this section if the practice is:

(1) performed in conjunction with a term agreement of not less than 15
years in duration or a permanent easement protecting the investment; and

(2) abating a water quality resource concern on a farm; and

(3) the Agency may use capital funds to provide financial assistance for a
practice approved under subdivision (a)(5) of this section only upon the
approval of the State Treasurer.

* * * Emergency Environmental Remediation * * *

Sec. 16. 6 V.S.A. § 21 is amended to read:

§ 21. AUTHORITY TO ADDRESS PUBLIC HEALTH HAZARDS AND
FOOD SAFETY ISSUES
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(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Adulterated” shall have the same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 4059
and shall include adulteration under rules adopted under 18 V.S.A. chapter 82.

(2) “Emergency” means any natural disaster, weather-related incident,
health- or disease-related incident, resource shortage, plant pest outbreak,
accident, or fire that poses a threat or may pose a threat, as determined by the
Secretary, to health, safety, the environment, or property in Vermont.

(3) “Farm” means a site or parcel on which farming is conducted.

(4) “Farming” shall have the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 6001(22).

(5) “Public health hazard” means the potential harm to the public health
by virtue of any condition or any biological, chemical, or physical agent. In
determining whether a health hazard is public or private, the Secretary shall
consider at least the following factors:

(A) the number of persons at risk;

(B) the characteristics of the person or persons at risk;

(C) the characteristics of the condition or agent that is the source of
potential harm;

(D) the availability of private remedies;

(E) the geographical area and characteristics thereof where the
condition or agent that is the source of the potential harm or the receptors
exists; and

(F) the policy of the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets as
established by rule or procedure.

(6) “Raw agricultural commodity” means any food in its raw or natural
state, including all fruits or vegetables that are washed, colored, or otherwise
treated in their unpeeled natural form prior to marketing.

(7) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(b) The Secretary shall have the authority to:

(1) respond to and remediate incidences of mass animal death,
agricultural structure fires, or other emergencies on a farm in order to prevent
a public health hazard or protect the environment, including:

(A) Expending up to $25,000.00 in funding from the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets’ budget to remediate the issue when there are
no other financial resources available, and the Secretary has determined the
expenditure is necessary for either public health or the environment.
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(B) The Secretary may attempt to recover monies expended under
subdivision (b)(1)(A) of this subsection from the responsible party;

(2) condemn, confiscate, or establish restrictions on the use, sale, or
distribution of adulterated raw agricultural commodities or animal feed; and

(3) cooperate with the Department of Health and other State and federal
agencies regarding:

(A) the prevention or remediation of the adulteration of raw
agricultural commodities, food, or animal feed on farms; and

(B) application of the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, Pub. L.
No. 111-353, to farms, farm products, or value-added products produced in the
State.

* * * Slaughter Facilities; Records * * *

Sec. 17. 6 V.S.A. § 1152 is amended to read:

§ 1152. ADMINISTRATION; INSPECTION; TESTING; RECORDS

(a) The Secretary shall be responsible for the administration and
enforcement of the livestock disease control program Livestock Disease
Control Program. The Secretary may appoint the State Veterinarian to manage
the program Program, and other personnel as are necessary for the sound
administration of the program Program.

(b) The Secretary shall maintain a public record of all permits issued and
of all animals tested by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets under
this chapter for a period of five years.

(c) The Secretary may conduct any inspections, investigations, tests,
diagnoses, or other reasonable steps necessary to discover and eliminate
contagious diseases existing in domestic animals in this State. The Secretary
shall investigate any reports of diseased animals, provided there are adequate
resources. In carrying out the provisions of this part, the Secretary or his or
her authorized agent may enter any real estate, premises, buildings, enclosures,
or areas where animals may be found for the purpose of making reasonable
inspections and tests. A livestock owner or the person in possession of the
animal to be inspected, upon request of the Secretary, shall restrain the animal
and make it available for inspection and testing.

(d) The Secretary may contract and cooperate with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, other federal agencies or states, and accredited veterinarians for
the control and eradication of contagious diseases of animals. The Secretary
shall consult and cooperate, as appropriate, with the Commissioners of Fish
and Wildlife and of Health regarding the control of contagious diseases.
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(e) If necessary, the Secretary shall set priorities for the use of the funds
available to operate the program Program established by this chapter.

(f) Any commercial slaughterhouse operating in the State shall maintain
and retain for three years records of the number of animals slaughtered at the
facility, the physical address of origination of each animal, the date of
slaughter of each animal, and all official identification numbers of slaughtered
animals. A commercial slaughterhouse shall make the records required under
this subsection available to the Agency upon request.

(g) Records produced or acquired by the Secretary under this chapter shall
be available to the public, except that:

(1) the Secretary may withhold from inspection and copying records
that are confidential under federal law; and

(2) the Secretary may withhold or redact a record to the extent needed
to avoid disclosing directly or indirectly the identity of individual persons,
households, or businesses.

Sec. 18. 6 V.S.A. § 1470 is added to read:

§ 1470. RECORDS

(a) A commercial slaughter facility operating in the State shall maintain
and retain for three years records of the number of animals slaughtered at the
facility, the physical address of origination of each animal, the date of
slaughter of each animal, and all official identification numbers of slaughtered
animals. A commercial slaughterhouse shall make the records required under
this subsection available to the Agency upon request.

(b) Records produced or acquired by the Secretary under this chapter shall
be available to the public for inspection and copying, except that:

(1) the Secretary may withhold from inspection and copying records
that are confidential under federal law; and

(2) the Secretary may withhold or redact a record to the extent needed
to avoid disclosing directly or indirectly the identity of individual persons,
households, or businesses.

* * * Commercial Feed; Raw Milk * * *

Sec. 19. 6 V.S.A. § 329 is amended to read:

§ 329. RULES

(a) The Secretary is authorized to adopt rules establishing procedures or
standards, or both, for product registration, labeling, adulteration, reporting,
inspection, sampling, guarantees, product analysis, or other conditions
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necessary for the implementation and enforcement of this chapter. Where
appropriate, the rules shall be consistent with the model rules developed by the
Association of American Feed Control Officials and regulations adopted by
the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (, 21 U.S.C. § 301 et seq.).

(b) The official definitions of feed ingredients and official feed terms
adopted by the Association of American Feed Control Officials and published
in the official publication of that organization, together with any regulation
promulgated pursuant to the authority of the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic
Act (, 21 U.S.C. § 301 et seq.), relevant to the subject matter of this chapter,
are hereby adopted as rules under this chapter, together with all subsequent
amendments. The Secretary may, by rule, amend or repeal any rule adopted
under this subsection.

(c) A person shall not manufacture or distribute raw milk as a commercial
feed in the State for any species unless all of the following conditions are
satisfied:

(1) the raw milk shall be decharacterized using a sufficient method to
render it distinguishable from products packaged for human consumption;

(2) raw animal feed or pet food product shall be packaged in containers
that are labeled “not for human consumption”;

(3) raw animal feed or pet food products shall not be stored or placed
for retail sale with, or in the vicinity of, milk or milk products intended for
human consumption; and

(4) notwithstanding any rule adopted under subsection (b) of this section
to the contrary of the provisions of this subsection, the manufacture and
distribution of raw animal feed or pet food products shall comply with the
requirements of this chapter.

* * * Clean Water Fund Audit * * *

Sec. 20. 10 V.S.A. § 1389b is amended to read:

§ 1389b. CLEAN WATER FUND AUDIT

(a) On or before January 15, 2021, the Secretary of Administration shall
submit to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations, the Senate
Committee on Finance, the House Committee on Ways and Means, the Senate
Committee on Agriculture, the House Committee on Agriculture and Forestry,
the Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, and the House
Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife a program audit of the
Clean Water Fund. The audit shall include:
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(1) a summary of the expenditures from the Clean Water Fund,
including the water quality projects and programs that received funding;

(2) an analysis and summary of the efficacy of the water quality projects
and programs funded from the Clean Water Fund or implemented by the State;

(3) an evaluation of whether water quality projects and programs funded
or implemented by the State are achieving the intended water quality benefits;

(4) an assessment of the capacity of the Agency of Agriculture, Food
and Markets to effectively administer and enforce agricultural water quality
requirements on farms in the State; and

(5) an assessment of the capacity of the Department of Environmental
Conservation to effectively administer and enforce agricultural water quality
requirements on farms in the State; and

(6) a recommendation of whether the General Assembly should
authorize the continuation of the Clean Water Fund and, if so, at what funding
level.

(b) The audit required by this section shall be conducted by a qualified,
independent environmental consultant or organization with knowledge of the
federal Clean Water Act, State water quality requirements and programs, the
Lake Champlain Total Maximum Daily Load plan, and the program elements
of the State clean water initiative.

(c) Notwithstanding provisions of section 1389 of this title to the contrary,
the Secretary of Administration shall pay for the costs of the audit required
under this section from the Clean Water Fund, established under section 1388
of this title.

* * * Pumpout Tank * * *

Sec. 21. 10 V.S.A. § 1979 is amended to read:

(b)(1) The Secretary shall approve the use of sewage holding and pumpout
tanks for existing or proposed buildings or structures that are owned by a
charitable, religious, or nonprofit organization when he or she determines that:

(A) the plan for construction and operation of the holding tank will
not result in a public health hazard or environmental damage;

(B) a designer demonstrates that an economically feasible means of
meeting current standards is significantly more costly than the construction
and operation of sewage holding and pumpout tanks, based on a projected 20-
year life of the project; and
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(C) the design flows do not exceed 600 gallons per day or the
existing or proposed building or structure shall not be used to host events on
more than 28 days in any calendar year.

(2) Before constructing a holding tank permitted under this subsection,
the applicant shall post a bond or other financial surety sufficient to finance
maintenance of the holding tank for the life of the system, which shall be at
least 20 years.

(3)(A) A permit issued under this subsection shall run with the land for
the duration of the permit and shall apply to all subsequent owners of the
property being served by the holding tank regardless of whether the owner is a
charitable, religious, or nonprofit organization.

(B) All permit conditions, including the financial surety requirement
of subdivision (2) of this subsection (b), shall apply to a subsequent owner.

(C) A subsequent owner shall not increase the design flows of the
holding and pumpout tank system without approval from the Secretary.

* * * Wetlands * * *

Sec. 22. LEGISLATIVE STUDY COMMITTEE ON WETLANDS;
REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Legislative Study Committee on
Wetlands to clarify State wetlands statutes and permitting under the statutes.

(b) Membership. The Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands shall be
composed of the following members:

(1) two current members of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, who
shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees;

(2) two current members of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources
and Energy, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees; 

(3) two current members of the House Committee on Agriculture and
Forestry, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(4) two current members of the House Committee on Natural
Resources, Fish and Wildlife, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the
House.

(c) Assistance. The Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands shall have
the administrative, technical, and legal assistance of the Office of Legislative
Council and the Joint Fiscal Office.

(d) Report. On or before January 15, 2020, the Legislative Study
Committee on Wetlands shall submit a written report to the General Assembly
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to update and clarify the requirements for the regulation of wetlands under
State statute. The Study Committee shall submit the report in the form of draft
legislation and shall include:

(1) whether the definition of “wetlands” should be amended, including
whether the definition of wetlands under State wetlands law should be based
on objective criteria such as size or location;

(2) the standard by which the State shall review a permit application for
the disturbance of a wetland or wetland buffer;

(3) proposed exemptions from regulation under State wetlands law for
specific activities, including:

(A) whether land on which farming or a subset of farming is
conducted should be excluded from the definition of “wetlands” subject to
State regulation or should be exempt from wetlands permitting under State
law; and

(B) whether the exemptions under State wetlands law should be
consistent or similar to the exemptions under federal wetlands law; and

(4) proposed permitting fees for wetlands permits.

(f)  Meetings. 

(1) The Office of Legislative Council shall call the first meeting of the
Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands to occur on or before
August 1, 2019.

(2) The Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands shall select a chair
from among its members at the first meeting.

(3) A majority of the Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands shall
constitute a quorum.

(4)  The Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands shall cease to exist
on January 15, 2020.

(g) Compensation and reimbursement. For attendance at meetings during
adjournment of the General Assembly, a legislative member of the Legislative
Study Committee on Wetlands shall be entitled to per diem compensation and
reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 406 for not more than six
meetings. These payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the
General Assembly.

Sec. 23. 3 V.S.A. § 2822(j) is amended to read:

(j) In accordance with subsection (i) of this section, the following fees are
established for permits, licenses, certifications, approvals, registrations, orders,
and other actions taken by the Agency of Natural Resources.
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* * *

(26) For individual conditional use determinations, for individual
wetland permits, for general conditional use determinations issued under
10 V.S.A. § 1272, or for wetland authorizations issued under a general permit,
an administrative processing fee assessed under subdivision (2) of this
subsection and an application fee of:

(A) $0.75 per square foot of proposed impact to Class I or II
wetlands.

(B) $0.25 per square foot of proposed impact to Class I or II wetland
buffers.

* * *

(H) Maximum fee, for the construction of any water quality
improvement project in any Class II wetland or buffer, $200.00 per
application. As used in this subdivision, “water quality improvement project”
means projects specifically designed and implemented to reduce pollutant
loading in accordance with the requirements of a Total Maximum Daily Load
Implementation Plan or Water Quality Remediation Plan, or pursuant to a plan
for reducing pollutant loading to a waterbody. These projects include:

(i) the retrofit of impervious surfaces in existence as of January 1,
2019 for the purpose of addressing stormwater runoff;

(ii) the replacement of stream-crossing structures necessary to
improve aquatic organism passage, stream flow, or flood capacity;

(iii) construction of the following conservation practices on farms,
when constructed and maintained in accordance with Natural Resources
Conservation Service Conservation Practice Standards for Vermont and the
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets’ Required Agricultural Practices:

(I) construction of animal trails and walkways;

(II) construction of access roads;

(III) designation and construction of a heavy-use protection
area;

(IV) construction of artificial wetlands; and

(V) the relocation of structures, when necessary, to allow for
the management and treatment of agricultural waste, as defined in the
Required Agricultural Practices Rule.

(I) Maximum fee for the construction of a permanent structure used
for farming, $5,000.00, provided that the maximum fee for waste storage
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facility or bunker silo shall be $200.00 when constructed and maintained in
accordance with Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation
Practice Standards for Vermont and the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets’ Required Agricultural Practices. As used in this subdivision,
“permanent structure,” “farming,” and “waste storage facility” have the same
meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 902.

Sec. 24. WETLAND SCIENTIST LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS

The Agency of Natural Resources shall commence a study of potential
approaches to licensing and certifying qualified wetlands scientists, including
developing a set of standard qualifications required for all professional wetland
scientists. On or before January 1, 2024, the Agency shall submit a report to
the Legislature summarizing its findings and providing recommendations for
the development of a professional certification program for wetland scientists.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 25. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 23 (wetlands permit fees) and 24 (wetlands
scientist licensing) shall take effect on passage.

(b) All other sections shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Pearson, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Agriculture.

Senator Starr, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Agriculture.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the proposal of amendment of the Committee on Agriculture was
agreed to.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be read third time?,
Senators Collamore, Hardy, Pollina and Starr moved to amend the Senate
proposal of amendment as follows:

First: By striking out Sec. 1, in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a
new Sec. 1 to read as follows:
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Sec 1. [Deleted.]

Second: In Sec. 4, 6 V.S.A. § 2777, in subdivision (d)(6)(B)(i), by striking
out the following: “that is not smaller than 8 and one half inches by 11 inches”
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: that is 8 and one half inches by
11 inches in size

Third: In Sec. 23, 3 V.S.A. § 2822(j), in subdivision (26)(I), by striking out
the last sentence in its entirety.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.

Proposal of Amendment; Third Reading Ordered

H. 530.

Senator White, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which was
referred House bill entitled:

An act relating to the qualifications and election of the Adjutant and
Inspector General.

Reported recommending that the Senate propose to the House to amend the
bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 2 V.S.A. § 10 is amended to read:

§ 10. ELECTION OF STATE AND JUDICIAL OFFICERS

(a) At 10 o’clock and 30 minutes, forenoon, on the seventh Thursday after
their biennial meeting and organization, the Senate and House of
Representatives shall meet in joint assembly and proceed therein to elect the
State officers, except judicial officers, whose election by the Constitution and
laws devolves in the first instance upon them in joint assembly, including the
Sergeant at Arms, the Adjutant and Inspector General, and the legislative
trustees of the University of Vermont and State Agricultural College. In case
election of all such officers shall not be made on that day, they shall meet in
joint assembly at 10 o’clock and 30 minutes, forenoon, on each succeeding
day, Saturdays and Sundays excepted, and proceed in such election, until all
such officers are elected.

* * *

Sec. 2. REDESIGNATION; ADDITION OF SUBCHAPTER

20 V.S.A. chapter 21, subchapter 1, which shall include 20 V.S.A. §§ 361–
369, is added to read:
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Subchapter 1. General Provisions

Sec. 3. 20 V.S.A. chapter 21, subchapter 2 is added to read:

Subchapter 2. Adjutant and Inspector General Nominating Board

§ 370. ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL NOMINATING
BOARD

(a) The Adjutant and Inspector General Nominating Board is created to
nominate candidates for Adjutant and Inspector General.

(b)(1) The Board shall consist of nine members who shall be selected
as follows:

(A) one member appointed by the Governor, who shall not be a
current member of the Vermont National Guard;

(B) one member appointed by the Executive Director of the Vermont
Office of Veterans Affairs, who shall be a veteran but shall not be a current
member of the Vermont National Guard;

(C) one member appointed by the Chief Justice of the Vermont
Supreme Court, who shall not be a current member of the Vermont National
Guard;

(D) three members of the House, not all of whom shall be members
of the same party, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(E) three members of the Senate, not all of whom shall be members
of the same party, appointed by the Committee on Committees.

(2)(A) The members of the Board shall serve for terms of two years and
may serve for not more than three consecutive terms.

(B)(i) All appointments shall be made between January 15 and
February 15 of each odd-numbered year, except to fill a vacancy.

(ii) Any vacancy in the membership of the Board shall be filled by
the appointing authority for the remainder of the term.

(C) Members shall serve until their successors are appointed.

(3) The members shall elect their own chair who shall serve for a term
of two years.

(c) Legislative members of the Board shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement for expenses in accordance with 2 V.S.A.
§ 406. Members of the Board who are not otherwise compensated by their
employer shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement for
expenses in the same manner as board members are compensated under
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32 V.S.A. § 1010. The compensation and reimbursement for the Board
members shall be paid from the legislative appropriation.

(d) A quorum of the Board shall consist of a majority of the members.

(e) The Board may use the staff and services of the Legislative Council to,
in addition to other duties, obtain information regarding candidates for
Adjutant and Inspector General by soliciting comments from members of the
Vermont National Guard and the public.

§ 371. DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR ADJUTANT AND
INSPECTOR GENERAL; REQUIREMENTS

(a)(1) All candidates for Adjutant and Inspector General shall, on or before
January 15 of each even-numbered year, declare their candidacy to the Board
pursuant to procedures adopted by the Board and demonstrate that they meet
the qualifications set forth in subsection (b) of this section as required pursuant
to procedures adopted by the Board.

(2)(A) In the case of a vacancy occurring during a term, any candidates
for Adjutant and Inspector General shall, not later than 90 days after the office
of Adjutant and Inspector General becomes vacant, declare their candidacy to
the Board pursuant to procedures adopted by the Board and demonstrate that
they meet the qualifications set forth in subsection (b) of this section as
required pursuant to procedures adopted by the Board.

(B) During a vacancy in the Office of Adjutant and Inspector
General, the Deputy Adjutant General shall fulfill the Duties of the Office until
a new Adjutant and Inspector General is appointed by the Governor.

(b) A candidate for Adjutant and Inspector General shall:

(1) be a resident of Vermont;

(2) have attained the rank of lieutenant colonel (O-5) or above;

(3) be a current member of the U.S. Army, the U.S. Air Force, the
U.S. Army Reserve, the U.S. Air Force Reserve, the Army National Guard or
the Air National Guard, or be eligible to return to active service in the Army
National Guard or the Air National Guard; and

(4) be a graduate of a Senior Service College or currently enrolled in a
Senior Service College.

(c) As used in this section, “resident of Vermont” means an individual who
is domiciled in Vermont as evidenced by an intent to maintain a principal
dwelling place in Vermont indefinitely and to return to Vermont if temporarily
absent, coupled with an act or acts consistent with that intent.
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§ 372. PROCEDURES OF THE BOARD; CONFIDENTIALITY

(a) The Board shall endeavor to adopt all necessary forms and procedures
for receiving and reviewing applications of candidates for Adjutant and
Inspector General by September 30 of the first year of each biennial session.

(b) The Board’s procedures shall not be subject to rulemaking under
3 V.S.A. §§ 836–844 and may be adopted and revised at the discretion of the
Board.

(c) All candidates shall have the right to a reasonable time period to
prepare and present to the Board a response to any testimony or written
complaint adverse to their candidacy for Adjutant and Inspector General.

(d)(1) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (2) of this subsection:

(A) the proceedings of the Board shall be confidential and exempt
from the Vermont Open Meeting Law, 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2; and

(B) all records of the Board, including information related to
candidates, shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the
Public Records Act and shall be kept confidential.

(2) The following shall be public:

(A) the Board’s operating procedures;

(B) the Board’s application procedures and any application or other
forms used by the Board, provided they do not contain information about a
candidate or confidential proceedings;

(C) proceedings of the Board that are not directly related to the
consideration of candidates;

(D) the names of the candidates; and

(E) the list of well-qualified candidates submitted to the Governor by
the Board.

§ 373. DUTIES OF NOMINATING BOARD

(a) Evaluation. In determining whether a candidate for Adjutant and
Inspector General should be submitted to the Governor for consideration, the
Board shall do the following:

(1) Interview the candidate for Adjutant and Inspector General.

(2) Hold a hearing to receive information and hear testimony in relation
to the candidates.

(3) Review comments received in relation to the candidate from
members of the Vermont National Guard and the public. The Board may, in its
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discretion, conduct interviews or seek additional information related to
comments received in relation to a candidate.

(4) Determine whether the candidate is well qualified for appointment
by the Governor based on the candidate’s application materials and interview,
and any comments and related information received in relation to the
candidate. The Board shall evaluate whether each candidate is well qualified
based on:

(A) whether the candidate satisfies the qualifications set forth in
subsection 371(b) of this chapter; and

(B) the candidate’s leadership; integrity; and administrative and
communication skills.

(b) Nomination. After interviewing and evaluating each of the candidates,
the Board shall submit to the Governor a list of all well qualified candidates
for Adjutant and Inspector General.

Sec. 4. 20 V.S.A. § 363 is amended to read:

§ 363. OFFICERS GENERALLY

(a)(1) The General Assembly shall biennially elect On or before April 15
of the second year of each biennial session, the Governor shall appoint, with
the advice and consent of the Senate and from a list of candidates submitted by
the Adjutant and Inspector General Nominating Board, an Adjutant and
Inspector General, who for a term of two years.

(2) An Adjutant and Inspector General appointed to fill a vacancy
occurring during a term shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term.

(3)(A) The Adjutant and Inspector General shall, at all times during the
term of office satisfy the requirements set forth in 20 V.S.A. § 371(b).

(b) The Adjutant and Inspector General shall also be Quartermaster
General with the rank of a major general.

(c)(1) The Adjutant General may appoint a deputy Deputy with appropriate
rank, the approval of the Governor. The Adjutant General may also appoint an
Assistant Adjutant General for Army, an Assistant Adjutant General for Air, an
Assistant Adjutant General for Joint Operations, a Sergeant Major, and a Chief
Master Sergeant, without pay, with the approval of the Governor.

(2) The Adjutant and Inspector General may remove the appointed
assistant adjutant generals and sergeants and shall be responsible for their acts.

(3) Upon appointment, each Assistant Adjutant General shall be a
federally recognized officer of the National Guard of the rank of lieutenant



1132 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

colonel or above, and shall have a rank of colonel or brigadier general, and the
Sergeant Major shall be a federally recognized noncommissioned officer of the
National Guard of the rank of master sergeant or first sergeant or above, and
the Chief Master Sergeant shall be a federally recognized noncommissioned
officer of the rank of senior master sergeant or first sergeant.

(4) The Deputy, Assistants assistants, and Sergeants sergeants shall
perform duties as the Adjutant and Inspector General and Quartermaster
General shall direct.

(d)(1) In the absence or disability of the officer Adjutant and Inspector
General, the Deputy shall perform the duties of that office.

(2) In case a vacancy occurs in the office of Adjutant and Inspector
General and Quartermaster General, the Deputy shall assume and discharge the
duties of the office until the vacancy is filled.

(e) The appointments Appointments made pursuant to subsections (a)
and (c) of this section shall be in writing and recorded in the office Office of
the Secretary of State.

(f) All other officers of the National Guard shall be chosen in accordance
with rules adopted by the Governor consistent with the laws of this State and
the United States.

Sec. 5. ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL; CURRENT TERM

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the term of the
Adjutant and Inspector General in office on the effective date of this act shall
end on April 15, 2022.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to the qualifications and appointment of the Adjutant and
Inspector General.

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposal of
amendment.

Senator Nitka, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on
Government Operations.
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Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the proposal of amendment was agreed to, and third reading of the
bill was ordered.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with Amendment

S. 31.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to informed health care financial decision making.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 42 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 42. BILL OF RIGHTS FOR HOSPITAL PATIENTS AND
PATIENT ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Subchapter 1. Bill of Rights for Hospital Patients

§ 1851. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter subchapter:

(1) “Hospital” means a general hospital required to be licensed under
18 V.S.A. chapter 43 of this title.

(2) “Patient” means a person admitted to a hospital on an inpatient
basis.

§ 1852. PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS; ADOPTION

* * *

(12) The patient has the right to receive an itemized, detailed, and
understandable explanation of charges regardless of the source of payment and
to be provided with information about financial assistance and billing and
collections practices.

* * *

Subchapter 2. Access to Information

§ 1854. PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION

* * *

§ 1855. AMBULATORY SURGICAL PATIENTS; EXPLANATION OF
CHARGES

(a) As used in this section:
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(1) “Ambulatory surgical center” has the same meaning as in section
9432 of this title.

(2) “Hospital” means a hospital required to be licensed under chapter 43
of this title.

(b) A patient receiving outpatient surgical services or an outpatient
procedure at an ambulatory surgical center or hospital shall receive an
itemized, detailed, and understandable explanation of charges regardless of the
source of payment and shall be provided with information about the
ambulatory surgical center’s or hospital’s financial assistance and billing and
collections practices.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 9375(b) is amended to read:

(b) The Board shall have the following duties:

* * *

(14) Collect and review data from each psychiatric hospital licensed
pursuant to chapter 43 of this title, which may include data regarding a
psychiatric hospital’s scope of services, volume, utilization, discharges, payer
mix, quality, coordination with other aspects of the health care system, and
financial condition. The Board’s processes shall be appropriate to psychiatric
hospitals’ scale and their role in Vermont’s health care system, and the Board
shall consider ways in which psychiatric hospitals can be integrated into
systemwide payment and delivery system reform.

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 9351 is amended to read:

§ 9351. HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN

(a)(1) The Department of Vermont Health Access, in consultation with the
Department’s Health Information Exchange Steering Committee, shall be
responsible for the overall coordination of Vermont’s statewide Health
Information Technology Plan. The Plan shall be revised annually and updated
comprehensively every five years to provide a strategic vision for clinical
health information technology.

(2) The Department shall submit the proposed Plan to the Green
Mountain Care Board annually on or before November 1. The Green
Mountain Care Board shall approve, reject, or request modifications to the
Plan within 45 days following its submission; if the Board has taken no action
after 45 days, the Plan shall be deemed to have been approved.

(3)(A) The Department, in consultation with the Steering Committee,
shall administer the Plan, which shall.
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(B) The Plan shall include the implementation of an integrated
electronic health information infrastructure for the sharing of electronic health
information among health care facilities, health care professionals, public and
private payers, and patients. The Plan shall provide for each patient’s
electronic health information to be accessible to health care facilities, health
care professionals, and public and private payers to the extent permitted under
federal law unless the patient has affirmatively elected not to have the patient’s
electronic health information shared in that manner.

(C) The Plan shall include standards and protocols designed to
promote patient education, patient privacy, physician best practices, electronic
connectivity to health care data, access to advance care planning documents,
and, overall, a more efficient and less costly means of delivering quality health
care in Vermont.

* * *

Sec. 4. VERMONT HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE; OPT-OUT
CONSENT POLICY; IMPLEMENTATION

(a) The Department of Vermont Health Access, in consultation with its
Health Information Exchange Steering Committee, shall administer a robust
stakeholder process to develop an implementation strategy for the consent
policy for the sharing of patient health information through the Vermont
Health Information Exchange (VHIE), as revised pursuant to Sec. 3 of this act.
The implementation strategy shall:

(1) include substantial opportunities for public input;

(2) focus on the creation of patient education mechanisms and processes
that:

(A) combine new information on the consent policy with existing
patient education obligations, such as disclosure requirements under the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA);

(B) aim to address diverse needs, abilities, and learning styles with
respect to information delivery;

(C) clearly explain:

(i) the purpose of the VHIE;

(ii) the way in which health information is currently collected;

(iii) how and with whom health information may be shared using
the VHIE;
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(iv) the purposes for which health information may be shared
using the VHIE;

(v) how to opt out of having health information shared using the
VHIE; and

(vi) how patients can change their participation status in the
future; and

(D) enable patients to fully understand their rights regarding the
sharing of their health information and provide them with ways to find
answers to associated questions, including providing contact information for
the Office of the Health Care Advocate;

(3) identify the mechanisms by which Vermonters will be able to easily
opt out of having their health information shared through the VHIE and a
timeline identifying when each mechanism will be available, which shall begin
in advance of the July 1, 2020 change to the consent policy;

(4) include plans for developing or supplementing consent management
processes at the VHIE to reflect the needs of patients and providers;

(5) include multisector communication strategies to inform each
Vermonter about the VHIE, the consent policy, and their ability to opt out of
having their health information shared through the VHIE; and

(6) identify a methodology for evaluating the extent to which the public
outreach regarding the VHIE, consent policy, and opt-out processes has been
successful.

(b)(1) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall provide updates on
the stakeholder engagement process and the consent policy implementation
strategy to the House Committee on Health Care, the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare, the Health Reform Oversight Committee, and the Green
Mountain Care Board on or before August 1 and November 1, 2019.

(2) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall provide a final
report on the outcomes of the stakeholder engagement process and the consent
policy implementation strategy to the House Committee on Health Care, the
Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Green Mountain Care Board
on or before January 15, 2020.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1 (18 V.S.A. chapter 42) and 2 (18 V.S.A. § 9375(b) shall take
effect on July 1, 2019.

(b) Sec. 3 (18 V.S.A. § 9351) shall take effect on July 1, 2020.
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(c) Sec. 4 (Vermont Health Information Exchange; opt-out consent policy;
implementation) and this section shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to informed health care financial decision making and the
consent policy for the Vermont Health Information Exchange.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senator Lyons moved that the Senate concur in the
House proposal of amendment with an amendment as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 42 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 42. BILL OF RIGHTS FOR HOSPITAL PATIENTS AND
PATIENT ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Subchapter 1. Bill of Rights for Hospital Patients

§ 1851. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter subchapter:

(1) “Hospital” means a general hospital required to be licensed under
18 V.S.A. chapter 43 of this title.

(2) “Patient” means a person admitted to a hospital on an inpatient
basis.

§ 1852. PATIENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS; ADOPTION

* * *

(12) The patient has the right to receive an itemized, detailed, and
understandable explanation of charges regardless of the source of payment and
to be provided with information about financial assistance and billing and
collections practices.

* * *

Subchapter 2. Access to Information

§ 1854. PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION

* * *

§ 1855. AMBULATORY SURGICAL PATIENTS; EXPLANATION OF
CHARGES

(a) As used in this section:
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(1) “Ambulatory surgical center” has the same meaning as in section
9432 of this title.

(2) “Hospital” means a hospital required to be licensed under chapter 43
of this title.

(b) A patient receiving outpatient surgical services or an outpatient
procedure at an ambulatory surgical center or hospital shall receive an
itemized, detailed, and understandable explanation of charges regardless of the
source of payment and shall be provided with information about the
ambulatory surgical center’s or hospital’s financial assistance and billing and
collections practices.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 9375(b) is amended to read:

(b) The Board shall have the following duties:

* * *

(14) Collect and review data from each psychiatric hospital licensed
pursuant to chapter 43 of this title, which may include data regarding a
psychiatric hospital’s scope of services, volume, utilization, discharges, payer
mix, quality, coordination with other aspects of the health care system, and
financial condition. The Board’s processes shall be appropriate to psychiatric
hospitals’ scale and their role in Vermont’s health care system, and the Board
shall consider ways in which psychiatric hospitals can be integrated into
systemwide payment and delivery system reform.

Sec. 3. PRICE TRANSPARENCY; BILLING PROCESSES; REPORT

(a) The Green Mountain Care Board, in consultation with interested
stakeholders, shall examine health care price transparency initiatives in other
states to identify possible options for making applicable health care pricing
information readily available to consumers of health care services in this State
to help inform their health care decision making.

(b) The Green Mountain Care Board, in consultation with interested
stakeholders, shall consider and provide recommendations regarding potential
financial procedures for health care services that would coordinate processes
between hospitals and payers without requiring the patient’s involvement and
would provide patients who receive hospital services with a single,
comprehensive bill that reflects the patient’s entire, actual financial obligation.

(c) On or before November 15, 2019, the Green Mountain Care Board shall
provide its findings and recommendations pursuant to subsections (a) and (b)
of this section to the House Committee on Health Care, the Senate Committees
on Health and Welfare and on Finance, and the Health Reform Oversight
Committee.
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Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 9351 is amended to read:

§ 9351. HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN

(a)(1) The Department of Vermont Health Access, in consultation with the
Department’s Health Information Exchange Steering Committee, shall be
responsible for the overall coordination of Vermont’s statewide Health
Information Technology Plan. The Plan shall be revised annually and updated
comprehensively every five years to provide a strategic vision for clinical
health information technology.

(2) The Department shall submit the proposed Plan to the Green
Mountain Care Board annually on or before November 1. The Green
Mountain Care Board shall approve, reject, or request modifications to the
Plan within 45 days following its submission; if the Board has taken no action
after 45 days, the Plan shall be deemed to have been approved.

(3)(A) The Department, in consultation with the Steering Committee,
shall administer the Plan, which shall.

(B) The Plan shall include the implementation of an integrated
electronic health information infrastructure for the sharing of electronic health
information among health care facilities, health care professionals, public and
private payers, and patients. The Plan shall provide for each patient’s
electronic health information that is contained in the Vermont Health
Information Exchange to be accessible to health care facilities, health care
professionals, and public and private payers to the extent permitted under
federal law unless the patient has affirmatively elected not to have the patient’s
electronic health information shared in that manner.

(C) The Plan shall include standards and protocols designed to
promote patient education, patient privacy, physician best practices, electronic
connectivity to health care data, access to advance care planning documents,
and, overall, a more efficient and less costly means of delivering quality health
care in Vermont.

* * *

Sec. 5. VERMONT HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE; OPT-OUT
CONSENT POLICY; IMPLEMENTATION

(a) The Department of Vermont Health Access, in consultation with its
Health Information Exchange Steering Committee, shall administer a robust
stakeholder process to develop an implementation strategy for the consent
policy for the sharing of patient health information through the Vermont
Health Information Exchange (VHIE), as revised pursuant to Sec. 3 of this act.
The implementation strategy shall:
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(1) include substantial opportunities for public input;

(2) focus on the creation of patient education mechanisms and processes
that:

(A) combine new information on the consent policy with existing
patient education obligations, such as disclosure requirements under the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA);

(B) aim to address diverse needs, abilities, and learning styles with
respect to information delivery;

(C) clearly explain:

(i) the purpose of the VHIE;

(ii) the way in which health information is currently collected;

(iii) how and with whom health information may be shared using
the VHIE;

(iv) the purposes for which health information may be shared
using the VHIE;

(v) how to opt out of having health information shared using the
VHIE; and

(vi) how patients can change their participation status in the
future; and

(D) enable patients to fully understand their rights regarding the
sharing of their health information and provide them with ways to find
answers to associated questions, including providing contact information for
the Office of the Health Care Advocate;

(3) identify the mechanisms by which Vermonters will be able to easily
opt out of having their health information shared through the VHIE and a
timeline identifying when each mechanism will be available, which shall begin
in advance of the February 1, 2020 change to the consent policy;

(4) include plans for developing or supplementing consent management
processes at the VHIE to reflect the needs of patients and providers;

(5) include multisector communication strategies to inform each
Vermonter about the VHIE, the consent policy, and their ability to opt out of
having their health information shared through the VHIE; and

(6) identify a methodology for evaluating the extent to which the public
outreach regarding the VHIE, consent policy, and opt-out processes has been
successful.
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(b)(1) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall provide updates on
the stakeholder engagement process and the consent policy implementation
strategy to the House Committee on Health Care, the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare, the Health Reform Oversight Committee, and the Green
Mountain Care Board on or before August 1 and November 1, 2019.

(2) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall provide a final
report on the outcomes of the stakeholder engagement process and the consent
policy implementation strategy to the House Committee on Health Care, the
Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Green Mountain Care Board
on or before January 15, 2020.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 1 (18 V.S.A. chapter 42), 2 (18 V.S.A. § 9375(b)), and 3 (price
transparency; billing processes; report) shall take effect on July 1, 2019.

(b) Sec. 4 (18 V.S.A. § 9351) shall take effect on February 1, 2020.

(c) Sec. 5 (Vermont Health Information Exchange; opt-out consent policy;
implementation) and this section shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to informed health care financial decision making and the
consent policy for the Vermont Health Information Exchange.

Which was agreed to.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In

S. 58.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to the State hemp program.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. chapter 34 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 34. HEMP

§ 561. FINDINGS; INTENT

(a) Findings.

* * *
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(5) The federal Agricultural Act of 2014, Pub. L. No. 113-79 authorized
Section 10113 of the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-
334 authorizes the growing, cultivation, and marketing of industrial hemp,
notwithstanding restrictions under the federal Controlled Substances Act, if
certain criteria are satisfied under a U.S. Department of Agriculture approved
State program.

(b) Purpose. The intent of this chapter is to establish policy and procedures
for growing, processing, testing, and marketing hemp and hemp products in
Vermont that comply with federal law so that farmers and other businesses in
the Vermont agricultural industry can take advantage of this market
opportunity.

§ 562. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agency” means the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(2)(A) “Grow” means:

(i) planting, cultivating, harvesting, or drying of hemp; and

(ii) selling, storing, and transporting hemp grown by a grower.

(B) “Grow” may be used interchangeably with the word “produce.”

(3) “Grower” means a person who is registered with the Agency to
produce hemp crops.

(4) “Hemp products” or “hemp-infused products” means all products
made from hemp with the federally defined tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration level for hemp derived from, or made by, processing hemp
plants or plant parts, that are prepared in a form available for commercial sale,
including cosmetics, personal care products, food intended for animal or
human consumption, cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, paint, paper,
construction materials, plastics, seed, seed meal, seed oil, and certified seed for
cultivation and any product containing one or more hemp-derived
cannabinoids, such as cannabidiol.

(3)(5) “Hemp” or “industrial hemp” means the plant Cannabis sativa L.
and any part of the plant, whether growing or not, with a delta-9
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry
weight basis including the seeds and all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids,
acids, salts, isomers, and salts of isomers, whether growing or not, with the
federally defined tetrahydrocannabinol concentration level of hemp. “Hemp”
shall be considered an agricultural commodity.
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(6) “Process” means the storing, drying, trimming, handling,
compounding, or converting of a hemp crop by a processor for a single grower
or multiple growers into hemp products or hemp-infused products. “Process”
includes transporting, aggregating, or packaging hemp from a single grower or
multiple growers.

(7) “Processor” means a person who is registered with the Agency to
process hemp crops. A retail establishment selling hemp products or hemp-
infused products is not a processor.

(4)(8) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets.

§ 563. HEMP; AN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT

Industrial hemp is an agricultural product that may be grown as a crop
produced, possessed, marketed, and commercially traded in Vermont pursuant
to the provisions of this chapter and section 10113 of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-334. The cultivation of industrial
hemp shall be subject to and comply with the required agricultural practices
adopted under section 4810 of this title.

§ 564. STATE HEMP PROGRAM; REGISTRATION; APPLICATION;
ADMINISTRATION; PILOT PROJECT

(a) The Secretary shall establish a pilot program to research the growth,
cultivation, and marketing of industrial hemp. Under the pilot program, the
Secretary shall register persons who will participate in the pilot program
through growing or cultivating industrial hemp. The Secretary shall certify the
site where industrial hemp will be cultivated by each person registered under
this chapter. A person who intends to participate in the pilot program and
grow industrial hemp shall register with the Secretary and submit on a form
provided by the Secretary the following:

(1) the name and address of the person;

(2) a statement that the seeds obtained for planting are of a type and
variety that do not exceed the maximum concentration of tetrahydrocannabinol
set forth in subdivision 562(3) of this title; and

(3) the location and acreage of all parcels sown and other field reference
information as may be required by the Secretary.

(b) The form provided by the Secretary pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section shall include a notice statement that:

(1) cultivation and possession of industrial hemp in Vermont is a
violation of the federal Controlled Substances Act unless the industrial hemp is
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grown, cultivated, or marketed under a pilot program authorized by section
7606 of the federal Agricultural Act of 2014, Pub. L. No. 113-79;

(2) federal prosecution for growing hemp in violation of federal law
may include criminal penalties, forfeiture of property, and loss of access to
federal agricultural benefits, including agricultural loans, conservation
programs, and insurance programs; and

(3) registrants may purchase or import hemp genetics from any state
that complies with federal requirements for the cultivation of industrial hemp.

(c) A person registered with the Secretary pursuant to this section shall
allow industrial hemp crops, throughout sowing, growing season, harvest,
storage, and processing, to be inspected and tested by and at the discretion of
the Secretary or designee. The Secretary shall retain tests and inspection
information collected under this section for the purposes of research of the
growth and cultivation of industrial hemp.

(d) The Secretary may assess an annual registration fee of $25.00 for the
performance of his or her duties under this chapter The Secretary shall
establish and administer a State Hemp Program to regulate the growing,
processing, testing, and marketing of industrial hemp and hemp products in the
State.

(b)(1) A person shall register annually with the Secretary as part of the
State Hemp Program in order to grow, process, or test hemp or hemp products
in the State. A person shall apply for registration or renewal of a registration
on a form provided by the Secretary. The application shall be accompanied by
the fee required under section 570 of this title. The application or renewal
form shall include:

(A) the name and address of the person applying for or renewing a
registration;

(B) whether the person is applying to grow, process, or test hemp or
hemp products;

(C) for a person applying as a grower:

(i) the location and acreage of all parcels where hemp will be
grown;

(ii) a statement that the seeds obtained for planting are of a type
and variety that do not exceed the federally defined tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration level of hemp;

(D) for a person applying as a processor, the location of the
processing site;



TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019 1145

(E) for a person applying to test hemp or hemp products, the location
of the site where testing will occur and any proof of certification required by
the Secretary; and

(F) any additional information that the Secretary may require by rule.

(2) The Secretary may verify the information provided in the
application or renewal form under subdivision (1) of this subsection and on
any maps accompanying the application or renewal form and may request
additional information in order to perform a review of an application for
registration or renewal.

(c) The Secretary may deny an application for registration or renewal if the
applicant:

(1) does not provide all the information requested on the application or
renewal form;

(2) fails to submit the fee required under section 570 of this title;

(3) fails to submit additional information requested by the Secretary
under subsection (a) of this section; or

(4) does not, as determined by the Secretary, satisfy the requirements of
section 10113 of the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-
334 for participation in the Program.

(d) A person registered under this section may purchase or import hemp
genetics from any state that complies with the federal requirements for the
cultivation of industrial hemp.

(e) A person registered with the Secretary under this section to grow,
process, or test hemp crops or hemp products, shall allow the Secretary to
inspect hemp crops, processing sites, or laboratories registered under the State
Hemp Program. The Secretary shall retain tests and inspection information
collected under this section for the purposes of research of the growth and
cultivation of industrial hemp.

(f) The name and general location of a person registered under this section
shall be available for inspection and copying under the Public Records Act,
provided that all records produced or acquired by the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets related to the location of parcels where hemp will be grown,
including coordinates, maps, and parcel identifiers, shall be confidential and
shall not be disclosed for inspection and copying under the Public Records
Act.
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§ 566. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

(a) The Secretary may adopt rules to provide for the implementation of this
chapter and the pilot project program authorized under this chapter, which may
include rules to:

(1) require hemp to be tested during growth for tetrahydrocannabinol
levels;

(2) authorize or specify the method or methods of testing hemp,
including, where appropriate, the ratio of cannabidiol to tetrahydrocannabinol
levels or a taxonomic determination using genetic testing; and

(3) to require inspection and supervision of hemp during sowing,
growing season, harvest, storage, and processing. The Secretary shall not
adopt under this or any other section a rule that would prohibit a person to
grow hemp based on the legal status of hemp under federal law.; and

(4) require labels or label information for hemp products in order to
provide consumers with product content or source information or to conform
with federal requirements.

(b) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing how the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets will conduct research within the pilot program
for industrial hemp.

(c) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing requirements for the
registration of processors of hemp and hemp-infused products.

* * *

§ 568. TEST RESULTS; ENFORCEMENT

(a) If the Secretary or a dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A. chapter 86
tests a hemp crop and the hemp has a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration of more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis, the person
registered with the Secretary as growing the hemp crop shall:

(1) enter into an agreement with a dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A.
chapter 86 for the separation of the delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol from the
hemp crop, return of the hemp crop to the person registered with the Secretary,
and retention of the separated delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol by the dispensary;

(2) sell the hemp crop to a dispensary registered under 18 V.S.A.
chapter 86; or

(3) arrange for the Secretary to destroy or order the destruction of the
hemp crop.
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(b) A person registered with the Secretary as growing the hemp crop shall
not be subject to civil, criminal, or administrative liability or penalty under
18 V.S.A. chapter 84 if the tested industrial hemp has a delta-9
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of one percent or less on a dry weight
basis To enforce the provisions of this chapter, the Secretary, upon presenting
appropriate credentials, may conduct one or more of the following:

(1) Enter upon any premises where hemp is grown or processed and
inspect premises, machinery, equipment and facilities, any crop during any
growth phase, or any hemp product or hemp-infused product during processing
or storage. Inspection under this section may include the taking of samples,
inspection of records, and inspection of equipment or vehicles used in the
growing, processing, or transport of hemp crops, hemp products, or hemp-
infused products.

(2) Inspect any retail location offering hemp products or hemp-infused
products. Inspection under this section may include the taking of samples of
such products.

(3) Issue and enforce a written or printed “stop sale” order to the owner
or custodian of any hemp crop, hemp product, or hemp-infused product subject
to the requirements of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter that the
Secretary finds is in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter or rules
adopted under this chapter. An order may prohibit further sale, processing,
and movement of the hemp crop, hemp product, or hemp-infused product until
the Secretary has approved and issued a release from the “stop sale” order.

(c) A crop or product confirmed by the Secretary to meet the definition of
hemp under State or federal law may be sold or transferred in interstate
commerce to the extent authorized by federal law.

§ 569. ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

(a) Except for violations set forth under subsection (b) of this section, the
Secretary may assess an administrative penalty, not to exceed $1,000.00 per
violation, for any violation of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter,
including:

(1) failure to provide the location of the land on which the grower
grows hemp crops or the processor processes hemp crops into hemp products
or hemp-infused products; or

(2) failing to obtain a registration in accordance with section 570 of this
title.
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(b) The Secretary may assess an administrative penalty, not to exceed
$5,000.00 per violation in any case in which the Secretary determines that a
grower or processor:

(1) failed to follow a corrective action plan to correct a negligent
violation;

(2) has grown or processed hemp in violation of the requirements of this
chapter or the rules adopted under this chapter three times in a five-year
period; or

(3) has produced hemp in violation of the requirements of this chapter
or the rules adopted under this chapter with a culpable mental state greater
than negligence.

(c) In determining the amount of the penalty assessed under this section,
the Secretary may give consideration to the appropriateness of the penalty with
respect to the size of the business being assessed, the gravity of the violation,
the good faith of the person alleged to be in violation, and the overall
compliance history of the person alleged to be in violation.

(d) The Secretary shall use the following procedure in assessing penalties:

(1) the Secretary shall issue a written notice of violation setting forth
facts that would establish probable cause that a violation of this chapter or the
rules adopted under this chapter has occurred;

(2) the notice required under subdivision (1) of this subsection shall
comply with all of the following:

(A) The notice shall be served by personal service or by certified
mail, return receipt requested.

(B) The notice shall advise the recipient of the right to a hearing. If a
hearing is requested, the hearing shall be conducted pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
chapter 25.

(C) The notice shall state the proposed penalty and shall advise the
recipient that, if no hearing is requested, the decision of the Secretary shall
become final and a penalty shall be imposed.

(D) The notice shall advise the recipient that they shall have 15 days
from the date on which notice is received to request a hearing.

(e) Any party aggrieved by a final decision of the Secretary may appeal to
a Superior Court within 30 days of the final decision of the Secretary. The
Secretary may enforce a final administrative penalty by filing a civil collection
action in any District or Superior Court.
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§ 570. REGISTRATION FEES

(a) A person applying for a registration or renewal under section 564 of
this title annually shall pay the following fees:

(1) for an application to grow less than 0.5 acres of hemp for personal
use: $25.00;

(2) for an application or renewal of registration to grow or process hemp
seed for food oil production, grain crop, fiber, or textile: $100.00;

(3) except as provided for in subdivision (4) of this subsection, for an
application or renewal of registration to grow, process, or grow and process
hemp commercially for floral material production, viable seed, or
cannabinoids, including cannabidiolic acid (CBDA), cannabidiol (CBD),
cannabinol (CBN), cannabigerol (CBG), cannabichromene (CBC), or
tetrahydrocannabivarin (THCV), the following fee based on the greater of the
number of acres planted or the weight of hemp or viable seed processed:

Acres of Hemp Grown or Fee
Pounds of Hemp Processed or
Viable Seed Cultivated
Annually for Floral Material or
Cannabinoids

Less than 0.5 acres or less than 500 pounds $100.00
0.5 to 9.9 acres or less than 10,000 pounds $500.00
10 to 50 acres or less than 50,000 pounds $1,000.00
Greater than 50 acres or greater than
50,000 pounds $3,000.00

(4) for an application or renewal of registration to operate exclusively
within an indoor facility in order to grow, process, or grow and process hemp
commercially for floral material production, viable seed, or cannabinoids,
including cannabidiolic acid (CBDA), cannabidiol (CBD), cannabinol (CBN),
cannabigerol (CBG), cannabichromene (CBC), or tetrahydrocannabivarin
(THCV), the following fee based on the size of the indoor facility:

(A) for a facility with an area of 500 square feet or less: $1,000.00;
and

(B) for a facility with an area greater than 500 square feet:
$2,000.00.

(5) for an application or renewal of registration as a laboratory certified
to conduct testing of hemp and hemp products as part of the Agency’s
cannabis control program: $1,500.00.
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(b) A person registered to grow, process, or grow and process hemp for
floral material production, viable seed, or cannabinoids shall not grow more
acres of hemp per year than the amount identified in a registration without first
notifying the Secretary and paying an additional registration fee if necessary
under subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The registration fees collected under this section shall be deposited in
the special fund created by subsection 364(e) of this title and shall be used for
the administration of the requirements of this chapter.

Sec. 2. TRANSITION; COLLECTION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Beginning on January 1, 2020, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets shall initiate collection under 6 V.S.A. § 570 of the registration fees to
grow hemp, process hemp, grow and process hemp, or operate a certified
laboratory to test hemp in the State. Prior to January 1, 2020, the Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall collect a registration fee of $25.00 for any
registration under 6 V.S.A. chapter 34 (State Hemp Program).

Sec. 3. 20 V.S.A. § 2730 is amended to read:

§ 2730. DEFINITIONS

(a) As used in this subchapter, “public building” means:

(1)(A) a building owned or occupied by a public utility, hospital, school,
house of worship, convalescent center or home for elders or persons who have
an infirmity or a disability, nursery, kindergarten, or child care;

(B) a building in which two or more persons are employed, or
occasionally enter as part of their employment or are entertained, including
private clubs and societies;

(C) a cooperative or condominium;

(D) a building in which people rent accommodations, whether
overnight or for a longer term;

(E) a restaurant, retail outlet, office or office building, hotel, tent, or
other structure for public assembly, including outdoor assembly, such as a
grandstand;

(F) a building owned or occupied by the State of Vermont, a county,
a municipality, a village, or any public entity, including a school or fire
district; or

(G)(i) a building in which two or more persons are employed, or
occasionally enter as part of their employment, and where the associated
extraction of plant botanicals utilizing flammable, volatile, or otherwise
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unstable liquids, pressurized gases, or other substances capable of combusting
or whose properties would readily support combustion or pose a deflagration
hazard; and

(ii) notwithstanding subdivision (b)(3) of this section, a building
on a working farm or farms that meets the criteria of subdivision (G)(i) of this
subsection is a “public building.”

(2) Use of any portion of a building in a manner described in this
subsection shall make the entire building a “public building” for purposes of
this subsection. For purposes of this subsection, a “person” does not include
an individual who is directly related to the employer and who resides in the
employment-related building.

(b) The term “public building” does not include:

* * *

(3) Farm buildings on a working farm or farms. For purposes of this
subchapter and subchapter 3 of this chapter, the term “working farm or farms”
means farms with fewer than the equivalent of 10 full-time employees who are
not family members and who do not work more than 26 weeks a year. In
addition, the term means a farm or farms:

(A) Whose owner is actively engaged in farming.

(B) If the farm or farms are owned by a partnership or a corporation,
one that includes at least one partner or principal of the corporation who is
actively engaged in farming.

(C) Where the farm or farms are leased, the lessee is actively
engaged in farming. The term “farming” means:

(i) the cultivation or other use of land for growing food, fiber,
Christmas trees, maple sap, or horticultural and orchard crops;

(ii) the raising, feeding, or management of livestock, poultry,
equines, fish, or bees;

(iii) the production of maple syrup;

(iv) the operation of greenhouses;

(v) the on-site storage, preparation, and sale of agricultural
products principally produced on the farm. Notwithstanding this definition of
farming, housing provided to farm employees other than family members shall
be treated as rental housing and shall be subject to the provisions of this
chapter. In addition, any farm building that is open for public tours and for
which a fee is charged for those tours shall be considered a public building.
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(4) A single family residence with an accessory dwelling unit as
permitted under 24 V.S.A. § 4406(4)(D).

* * *

Sec. 4. POSITIONS; STATE HEMP PROGRAM

The establishment of the following new classified, full-time positions is
authorized in fiscal year 2020 for purposes of implementing and administering
the State Hemp Program under 6 V.S.A. chapter 34:

(1) In the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets—attorney counsel
position.

(2) In the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets—laboratory and
certification specialist.

(3) In the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets—enforcement
specialist.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of
amendment?, was decided in the affirmative.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Mazza, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 31, S. 58, H. 536, H. 539, H. 540, H. 544, H. 549.

Rules Suspended; Bill Committed

H. 513.

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Cummings,
the rules were suspended and House bill entitled:

An act relating to broadband deployment throughout Vermont.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

Thereupon, pending the reading of the report of the Committee on Finance,
Senator Cummings moved that Senate Rule 49 be suspended in order to
commit the bill to the Committee on Appropriations with the report of the
Committee on Finance intact,

Which was agreed to.
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Adjournment

On motion of Senator Mazza, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock and
thirty minutes in the afternoon.

Afternoon

The Senate was called to order by the President.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with Amendment

S. 73.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to licensure of ambulatory surgical centers.

Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 49 is added to read:

CHAPTER 49. AMBULATORY SURGICAL CENTERS

Subchapter 1. General Provisions

§ 2141. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Ambulatory surgical center” means any distinct entity that operates
primarily for the purpose of providing surgical services to patients not
requiring hospitalization and for which the expected duration of services
would not exceed 24 hours following an admission. The term does not
include:

(A) a facility that is licensed as part of a hospital; or

(B) a facility that is used exclusively as an office or clinic for the
private practice of one or more licensed health care professionals, unless one
or more of the following descriptions apply:

(i) the facility holds itself out to the public or to other health care
providers as an ambulatory surgical center, surgical center, surgery center,
surgicenter, or similar facility using a similar name or a variation thereof;

(ii) procedures are carried out at the facility using general
anesthesia, except as used in oral or maxillofacial surgery or as used by a
dentist with a general anesthesia endorsement from the Board of Dental
Examiners; or
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(iii) patients are charged a fee for the use of the facility in addition
to the fee for the professional services of one or more of the health care
professionals practicing at that facility.

(2) “Health care professional” means:

(A) a physician licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23 or 33;

(B) an advanced practice registered nurse licensed pursuant to
26 V.S.A. chapter 28;

(C) a physician assistant licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 31;

(D) a podiatrist licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 7; or

(E) a dentist licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 12.

(3) “Patient” means a person admitted to or receiving health care
services from an ambulatory surgical center.

Subchapter 2. Licensure of Ambulatory Surgical Centers

§ 2151. LICENSE

No person shall establish, maintain, or operate an ambulatory surgical
center in this State without first obtaining a license for the ambulatory surgical
center in accordance with this subchapter.

§ 2152. APPLICATION; FEE

(a) An application for licensure of an ambulatory surgical center shall be
made to the Department of Health on forms provided by the Department and
shall include all information required by the Department. Each application for
a license shall be accompanied by a license fee.

(b) The annual licensing fee for an ambulatory surgical center shall
be $600.00.

(c) Fees collected under this section shall be credited to the Hospital
Licensing Fees Special Fund and shall be available to the Department of
Health to offset the costs of licensing ambulatory surgical centers.

§ 2153. LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

(a) Upon receipt of an application for a license and the licensing fee, the
Department of Health shall issue a license if it determines that the applicant
and the ambulatory surgical center facilities meet the following minimum
standards:

(1) The applicant shall demonstrate the capacity to operate an
ambulatory surgical center in accordance with rules adopted by the
Department.
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(2) The applicant shall demonstrate that its facilities comply fully with
standards for health, safety, and sanitation as required by State law, including
standards set forth by the State Fire Marshal and the Department of Health,
and municipal ordinance.

(3) The applicant shall have a clear process for responding to patient
complaints.

(4) The applicant shall participate in the Patient Safety Surveillance and
Improvement System established pursuant to chapter 43A of this title.

(5) The applicant shall maintain certification from the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services and shall accept Medicare and Medicaid
patients for ambulatory surgical center facility services.

(6) The ambulatory surgical center facilities, including the buildings and
grounds, shall be subject to inspection by the Department, its designees, and
other authorized entities at all times.

(b) A license is not transferable or assignable and shall be issued only for
the premises and persons named in the application.

§ 2154. REVOCATION OF LICENSE; HEARING

The Department of Health, after notice and opportunity for hearing to the
applicant or licensee, is authorized to deny, suspend, or revoke a license in any
case in which it finds that there has been a substantial failure to comply with
the requirements established under this chapter. Such notice shall be served by
registered mail or by personal service, shall set forth the reasons for the
proposed action, and shall set a date not less than 60 days from the date of the
mailing or service on which the applicant or licensee shall be given
opportunity for a hearing. After the hearing, or upon default of the applicant
or licensee, the Department shall file its findings of fact and conclusions of
law. A copy of the findings and decision shall be sent by registered mail or
served personally upon the applicant or licensee. The procedure governing
hearings authorized by this section shall be in accordance with the usual and
customary rules provided for such hearings.

§ 2155. APPEAL

Any applicant or licensee, or the State acting through the Attorney General,
aggrieved by the decision of the Department of Health after a hearing may,
within 30 days after entry of the decision as provided in section 2154 of this
title, appeal to the Superior Court for the district in which the appellant is
located. The court may affirm, modify, or reverse the Department’s decision,
and either the applicant or licensee or the Department or State may appeal to
the Vermont Supreme Court for such further review as is provided by law.
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Pending final disposition of the matter, the status quo of the applicant or
licensee shall be preserved, except as the court otherwise orders in the public
interest.

§ 2156. INSPECTIONS

The Department of Health shall make or cause to be made such inspections
and investigations as it deems necessary. If the Department finds a violation as
the result of an inspection or investigation, the Department shall post a report
on the Department’s website summarizing the violation and any corrective
action required.

§ 2157. RECORDS

(a) Information received by the Department of Health through filed reports,
inspections, or as otherwise authorized by law shall:

(1) not be disclosed publicly in a manner that identifies or may lead to
the identification of one or more individuals or ambulatory surgical centers;

(2) be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act; and

(3) be kept confidential except as it relates to a proceeding regarding
licensure of an ambulatory surgical center.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the
summary reports of violations required to be posted on the Department’s
website pursuant to section 2156 of this chapter.

§ 2158. NONAPPLICABILITY

The provisions of chapter 42 of this title, Bill of Rights for Hospital
Patients, do not apply to ambulatory surgical centers.

§ 2159. RULES

The Department of Health shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25
as needed to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The rules shall include
requirements regarding:

(1) the ambulatory surgical center’s maintenance of a transport
agreement with at least one emergency medical services provider for
emergency patient transportation;

(2) the ambulatory surgical center’s maintenance of a publicly
accessible policy for providing charity care to eligible patients; and

(3) the ambulatory surgical center’s participation in quality reporting
programs offered by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.
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Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 1909 is amended to read:

§ 1909. INSPECTIONS

The licensing agency shall make or cause to be made such inspections and
investigation investigations as it deems necessary. If the licensing agency
finds a violation as the result of an inspection or investigation, the licensing
agency shall post a report on the licensing agency’s website summarizing the
violation and any corrective action required.

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 1910 is amended to read:

§ 1910. RECORDS

(a) Information received by the licensing agency through filed reports,
inspection, or as otherwise authorized under this by law, shall:

(1) not be disclosed publicly in such a manner as to identify individuals
or hospitals, except in a proceeding involving the question of licensure that
identifies or may lead to the identification of one or more individuals or
hospitals;

(2) be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act; and

(3) be kept confidential except as it relates to a proceeding regarding
licensure of a hospital.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the
summary reports of violations required to be posted on the licensing agency’s
website pursuant to section 1909 of this chapter.

Sec. 3a. 18 V.S.A. § 9373 is amended to read:

§ 9373. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(18) “Net patient revenues” has the same meaning as in 33 V.S.A.
§ 1951.

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 9375(b) is amended to read:

(b) The Board shall have the following duties:

* * *

(14)(A) Collect and review data from ambulatory surgical centers
licensed pursuant to chapter 49 of this title, which shall include net patient
revenues and which may include data on an ambulatory surgical center’s scope
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of services, volume, utilization, payer mix, quality, coordination with other
aspects of the health care system, and financial condition. The Board’s
processes shall be appropriate to ambulatory surgical centers’ scale and their
role in Vermont’s health care system, and the Board shall consider ways in
which ambulatory surgical centers can be integrated into systemwide payment
and delivery system reform.

(B) The Board shall report to the House Committees on Health Care
and on Ways and Means and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare
and on Finance annually, on or before January 15, each ambulatory surgical
center’s net patient revenues and, using claims data from the Vermont
Healthcare Claims Uniform Reporting and Evaluation System (VHCURES),
information regarding high-volume outpatient surgeries and procedures
performed in ambulatory surgical center and hospital settings in Vermont, any
changes in utilization over time, and a comparison of the commercial
insurance rates paid for the same surgeries and procedures performed in
ambulatory surgical centers and in hospitals in Vermont.

Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 9405b is amended to read:

§ 9405b. HOSPITAL COMMUNITY REPORTS AND AMBULATORY
SURGICAL CENTER QUALITY REPORTS

* * *

(d) The Commissioner of Health shall publish or otherwise make publicly
available on its website each ambulatory surgical center’s performance results
from quality reporting programs offered by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and shall update the information at least annually.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Sec. 1 (18 V.S.A. chapter 49) shall take effect on January 1, 2020,
provided that any ambulatory surgical center in operation on that date shall
have six months to complete the licensure process.

(b) Secs. 2 (18 V.S.A. § 1909) and 3 (18 V.S.A. § 1910) shall take effect on
July 1, 2019.

(c) Sec. 4 (18 V.S.A. § 9375(b)) and this section shall take effect on
passage.

(d) Sec. 5 (18 V.S.A. § 9405b) shall take effect on January 1, 2020.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senator Lyons moved that the Senate concur in the
House proposal of amendment with an amendment as follows:
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First: By striking out Sec. 4, 18 V.S.A. § 9375(b), in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 4 to read as follows:

Sec. 4. AMBULATORY SURGICAL CENTER DATA; GREEN MOUNTAIN
CARE BOARD; REPORTS

(a) For the period from the effective date of this act through the end of
calendar year 2022, the Green Mountain Care Board shall obtain and review
annualized data from ambulatory surgical centers licensed pursuant to chapter
49 of this title, which shall include net patient revenues and which may include
data on an ambulatory surgical center’s scope of services, volume, payer mix,
and coordination with other aspects of the health care system. The Board’s
processes shall be appropriate to ambulatory surgical centers’ scale, their role
in Vermont’s health care system, and their administrative capacity, and the
Board shall seek to minimize the administrative burden of data collection on
ambulatory surgical centers. The Board shall also consider ways in which
ambulatory surgical centers can be integrated into systemwide payment and
delivery system reform.

(b) In its annual reports pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 9375(d) for 2021, 2022,
and 2023, the Green Mountain Care Board shall describe its oversight of
ambulatory surgical centers pursuant to subsection (a) of this section for the
most recently concluded 12-month period of the Board’s review, including the
amount of each ambulatory surgical center’s net patient revenues and, using
claims data from the Vermont Healthcare Claims Uniform Reporting and
Evaluation System (VHCURES), information regarding high-volume
outpatient surgeries and procedures performed in ambulatory surgical center
and hospital settings in Vermont, any changes in utilization over time, and a
comparison of the commercial insurance rates paid for the same surgeries and
procedures performed in ambulatory surgical centers and in hospitals in
Vermont.

Second: In Sec. 6, effective dates, by striking out subsection (c) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (c) to read as follows:

(c) Secs. 3a (18 V.S.A. § 9373) and 4 (ambulatory surgical center data;
Green Mountain Care Board; reports) and this section shall take effect on
passage.

Which was agreed to.

House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In with Amendment

S. 112.

House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to earned good time.
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Was taken up.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS; INTENT

(a) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) For nearly 40 years, Vermont had a system of statutory good time
that permitted offenders to receive reductions in their sentences for
maintaining good behavior and participating in programming while in the
custody of the Commissioner of Corrections. This good time system was
repealed in 2005.

(2) In 2018, the General Assembly directed the Commissioner of
Corrections, in consultation with the Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney
General, the Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s
Attorneys, and the Defender General, to submit a report (the Report) to the
Legislature on the advisability and feasibility of reinstituting a system of
earned good time for persons under Department of Corrections supervision.
The Report was filed on November 15, 2018.

(3) In the Report, the Commissioner found that:

(A) empirical studies show that earned good time is effective at
prison population management, has little to no community impact or effect on
public safety, and is perceived by correctional administrators as having a
positive impact on facility control;

(B) earned good time reduces incarceration costs by an amount
ranging from $1,800.00 to $5,500.00 per inmate, depending on the number of
days an inmate’s sentence is reduced; and

(C) although research is mixed, studies show that earned good time
can result in a crime rate reduction of 1–3.5 percent.

(4) On the basis of the Report’s findings, the Commissioner concluded
that the Department should “reinstitute a program of earned good time for
sentenced inmates and individuals on furlough.”

(5) In order to reduce the State’s prison population by reintegrating
offenders into the community while maintaining public safety, a system of
earned good time should be reinstituted in Vermont as soon as possible.

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the earned good time
program established pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 818:
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(1) be a simple and straightforward program that as much as possible
minimizes complexities in implementation and management;

(2) relies on easily ascertainable and objective standards and criteria for
awarding good time rather than subjectivity and the application of discretion
by the Department of Corrections; and

(3) recognizes that there is a role in the correctional system for
providing inmates with an incentive to reduce their sentences by adhering to
Department of Corrections requirements.

Sec. 2. 28 V.S.A. § 818 is added to read:

§ 818. EARNED GOOD TIME; REDUCTION OF TERM

(a) On or before July 1, 2020, the Department of Corrections shall file a
proposed rule pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 implementing an earned good
time program.

(b) The earned good time program implemented pursuant to this section
shall comply with the following standards:

(1) The program shall be available for all sentenced offenders, including
furloughed offenders, provided that the program shall not be available to
offenders on probation or parole, to offenders eligible for a reduction of term
pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 811, or to offenders sentenced to life without parole.

(2) Offenders shall earn a reduction of five days in the minimum and
maximum sentence for each month during which the offender:

(A) is not adjudicated of a major disciplinary rule violation; and

(B) is not reincarcerated from the community for a violation of
release conditions, provided that an offender who loses a residence for a reason
other than fault on the part of the offender shall not be deemed reincarcerated
under this subdivision.

(3) An offender who receives post-adjudication treatment in a
residential setting for a substance use disorder shall earn a reduction of one
day in the minimum and maximum sentence for each day that the offender
receives the inpatient treatment. While a person is in residential substance
abuse treatment, he or she shall not be eligible for good time except as
provided in this subsection.

(4) The Department shall provide timely notice no less frequently than
every 90 days to the offender and to any victim of record any time the offender
receives a reduction in his or her term of supervision pursuant to this section,
and the Department shall maintain a system that documents and records all
such reductions in each offender’s permanent record.
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(5) The program shall become effective upon the Department’s adoption
of final proposed rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 843.

Sec. 3. 28 V.S.A. § 819 is added to read:

§ 819. MERITORIOUS GOOD TIME

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Commissioner may, in
his or her discretion, award a reduction of up to 30 days in an offender’s
minimum and maximum sentence if the Commissioner determines that the
offender has:

(1) acted to protect the life or safety of another person;

(2) performed an act that put the inmate in harm’s way in order to
protect or preserve the life of another person; or

(3) performed an act of heroism during an emergency.

(b) An award of meritorious good time under this section may be made to
an inmate:

(1) sentenced or committed to the custody of the commissioner as
defined in 28 V.S.A. § 701;

(2) furloughed as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 808;

(3) on parole as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 402; or

(4) on supervised community sentence as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 351.

(c) Within 30 days after an award of meritorious good time pursuant to this
section, the Department’s Victim Services Unit shall provide notice of the
award and the newly effective minimum and maximum release dates to any
victim of record.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 7031 is amended to read:

§ 7031. FORM OF SENTENCES; MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM TERMS

* * *

(b) The sentence of imprisonment of any person convicted of an offense
shall commence to run from the date on which the person is received at the
correctional facility for service of the sentence. The court shall give the
person credit toward service of his or her sentence for any days spent in
custody as follows:

(1) The period of credit for concurrent and consecutive sentences shall
include all days served from the date of arraignment or the date of the earliest
detention for the offense, whichever occurs first, and end on the date of the
sentencing. Only a single credit shall be awarded in cases of consecutive
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sentences, and no credit for one period of time shall be applied to a later
period.

(2) In sentencing a violation of probation, the court shall give the person
credit for any days spent in custody from the time the violation is filed or the
person is detained on the violation, whichever occurs first, until the violation is
sentenced. In a case in which probation is revoked and the person is ordered
to serve the underlying sentence, the person shall receive credit for all time
previously served in connection with the offense.

(3) A defendant who has received pre-adjudication treatment in a
residential setting for a substance use disorder after the charge has been filed
shall earn a reduction of one day in the offender’s minimum and maximum
sentence for each day that the offender receives the inpatient treatment.

* * *

Sec. 5. APPLICABILITY OF EARNED GOOD TIME; REPORT

On or before December 15, 2019, the Commissioner of Corrections, in
consultation with the Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney General, the
Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s Attorneys, the
Defender General, and the Executive Director of the Center for Crime Victim’s
Services shall report to the Senate and House Committees on Judiciary, the
Senate Committee on Institutions, and the House Committee on Corrections
and Institutions a proposal for the availability of earned good time. The
proposal required by this section shall recommend whether the earned good
time program required by 28 V.S.A. § 818 should, in addition to being
available to offenders sentenced on or after the date the program becomes
effective, also be available to offenders in the custody of the Commissioner of
Corrections who were sentenced before the effective date of the program.

Sec. 6. PRESUMPTIVE PAROLE; REPORT

(a) On or before December 15, 2019, the Department of Corrections and
the Parole Board shall report to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary a proposal for
implementing a system of presumptive parole for inmates in the custody of the
Commissioner of Corrections.

(b) The proposal developed pursuant to this section shall:

(1) address who is eligible for presumptive parole;

(2) address how presumptive parole would affect good time;
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(3) provide a presumption that an eligible inmate who is serving a
sentence of imprisonment shall be released on parole upon completion of the
inmate’s minimum sentence; and

(4) describe how the Department of Corrections may rebut the
presumption of parole and what standard the Parole Board would use to decide
whether parole should be granted.

(c) The Department of Corrections and the Parole Board shall consult with
the Attorney General and the Defender General in developing the proposal
required by this section.

(d) The Department of Corrections and the Parole Board shall provide
regular interim reports to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee on
its progress toward developing the proposal required by this section.

Sec. 7. SUNSET; MERITORIOUS GOOD TIME; REPORT

(a) 28 V.S.A. § 819 (meritorious good time) shall be repealed on
July 1, 2021.

(b)(1) On or before December 15, 2020, the Department of Corrections
shall provide a report on the meritorious good time program established
pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 819 to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary.

(2) The report required by this subsection shall include:

(A) the number of offenders who have been awarded a meritorious
good time sentence reduction and the basis for each reduction; and

(B) an evaluation of the program and any recommended changes.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senators Sears, Baruth, Benning, Nitka and White
moved that the Senate concur in the House proposal of amendment with
further amendment as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS; INTENT

(a) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) For nearly 40 years, Vermont had a system of statutory good time
that permitted offenders to receive reductions in their sentences for
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maintaining good behavior and participating in programming while in the
custody of the Commissioner of Corrections. This good time system was
repealed in 2005.

(2) In 2018, the General Assembly directed the Commissioner of
Corrections, in consultation with the Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney
General, the Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s
Attorneys, and the Defender General, to submit a report (the Report) to the
Legislature on the advisability and feasibility of reinstituting a system of
earned good time for persons under Department of Corrections supervision.
The Report was filed on November 15, 2018.

(3) In the Report, the Commissioner found that:

(A) empirical studies show that earned good time is effective at
prison population management, has little to no community impact or effect on
public safety, and is perceived by correctional administrators as having a
positive impact on facility control;

(B) earned good time reduces incarceration costs by an amount
ranging from $1,800.00 to $5,500.00 per inmate, depending on the number of
days an inmate’s sentence is reduced; and

(C) although research is mixed, studies show that earned good time
can result in a crime rate reduction of 1–3.5 percent.

(4) On the basis of the Report’s findings, the Commissioner concluded
that the Department should “reinstitute a program of earned good time for
sentenced inmates and individuals on furlough.”

(5) In order to reduce the State’s prison population by reintegrating
offenders into the community while maintaining public safety, a system of
earned good time should be reinstituted in Vermont as soon as possible.

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly that the earned good time
program established pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 818:

(1) be a simple and straightforward program that as much as possible
minimizes complexities in implementation and management;

(2) relies on easily ascertainable and objective standards and criteria for
awarding good time rather than subjectivity and the application of discretion
by the Department of Corrections; and

(3) recognizes that there is a role in the correctional system for
providing inmates with an incentive to reduce their sentences by adhering to
Department of Corrections requirements.
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Sec. 2. 28 V.S.A. § 818 is added to read:

§ 818. EARNED GOOD TIME; REDUCTION OF TERM

(a) On or before July 1, 2020, the Department of Corrections shall file a
proposed rule pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 implementing an earned good
time program.

(b) The earned good time program implemented pursuant to this section
shall comply with the following standards:

(1) The program shall be available for all sentenced offenders, including
furloughed offenders, provided that the program shall not be available to
offenders on probation or parole, to offenders eligible for a reduction of term
pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 811, or to offenders sentenced to life without parole.

(2) Offenders shall earn a reduction of five days in the minimum and
maximum sentence for each month during which the offender:

(A) is not adjudicated of a major disciplinary rule violation;

(B) is not reincarcerated from the community for a violation of
release conditions, provided that an offender who loses a residence for a reason
other than fault on the part of the offender shall not be deemed reincarcerated
under this subdivision; and

(C) complies with a merit-based system designed to incentivize
offenders to meet milestones identified by the Department that prepare
offenders for reentry, if the offender has received a sentence of greater than
one year.

(3) An offender who receives post-adjudication treatment in a
residential setting for a substance use disorder shall earn a reduction of one
day in the minimum and maximum sentence for each day that the offender
receives the inpatient treatment. While a person is in residential substance
abuse treatment, he or she shall not be eligible for good time except as
provided in this subsection.

(4) The Department shall provide timely notice no less frequently than
every 90 days to the offender and to any victim of record any time the offender
receives a reduction in his or her term of supervision pursuant to this section,
and the Department shall maintain a system that documents and records all
such reductions in each offender’s permanent record.

(5) The program shall become effective upon the Department’s adoption
of final proposed rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 843.
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Sec. 3. 28 V.S.A. § 819 is added to read:

§ 819. EXTRAORDINARY GOOD TIME

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Commissioner may, in
his or her discretion, award a reduction of up to 30 days in an offender’s
minimum and maximum sentence if the Commissioner determines that the
offender has:

(1) acted to protect the life or safety of another person;

(2) performed an act that put the inmate in harm’s way in order to
protect or preserve the life of another person; or

(3) performed an act of heroism during an emergency.

(b) An award of extraordinary good time under this section may be made
to an inmate:

(1) sentenced or committed to the custody of the commissioner as
defined in 28 V.S.A. § 701;

(2) furloughed as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 808;

(3) on parole as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 402; or

(4) on supervised community sentence as defined in 28 V.S.A. § 351.

(c) Within 30 days after an award of extraordinary good time pursuant to
this section, the Department’s Victim Services Unit shall provide notice of the
award and the newly effective minimum and maximum release dates to any
victim of record.

Sec. 4. 13 V.S.A. § 7031 is amended to read:

§ 7031. FORM OF SENTENCES; MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM TERMS

* * *

(b) The sentence of imprisonment of any person convicted of an offense
shall commence to run from the date on which the person is received at the
correctional facility for service of the sentence. The court shall give the
person credit toward service of his or her sentence for any days spent in
custody as follows:

(1) The period of credit for concurrent and consecutive sentences shall
include all days served from the date of arraignment or the date of the earliest
detention for the offense, whichever occurs first, and end on the date of the
sentencing. Only a single credit shall be awarded in cases of consecutive
sentences, and no credit for one period of time shall be applied to a later
period.
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(2) In sentencing a violation of probation, the court shall give the person
credit for any days spent in custody from the time the violation is filed or the
person is detained on the violation, whichever occurs first, until the violation is
sentenced. In a case in which probation is revoked and the person is ordered
to serve the underlying sentence, the person shall receive credit for all time
previously served in connection with the offense.

(3) A defendant who has received pre-adjudication treatment in a
residential setting for a substance use disorder after the charge has been filed
shall earn a reduction of one day in the offender’s minimum and maximum
sentence for each day that the offender receives the inpatient treatment.

* * *

Sec. 5. APPLICABILITY OF EARNED GOOD TIME; REPORT

On or before December 15, 2019, the Commissioner of Corrections, in
consultation with the Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney General, the
Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s Attorneys, the
Defender General, and the Executive Director of the Center for Crime Victim’s
Services shall report to the Senate and House Committees on Judiciary, the
Senate Committee on Institutions, and the House Committee on Corrections
and Institutions a proposal for the availability of earned good time. The
proposal required by this section shall recommend whether the earned good
time program required by 28 V.S.A. § 818 should, in addition to being
available to offenders sentenced on or after the date the program becomes
effective, also be available to offenders in the custody of the Commissioner of
Corrections who were sentenced before the effective date of the program.

Sec. 6. PRESUMPTIVE PAROLE; REPORT

(a) On or before December 15, 2019, the Department of Corrections and
the Parole Board shall report to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary a proposal for
implementing a system of presumptive parole for inmates in the custody of the
Commissioner of Corrections.

(b) The proposal developed pursuant to this section shall:

(1) address who is eligible for presumptive parole;

(2) address how presumptive parole would affect good time;

(3) provide a presumption that an eligible inmate who is serving a
sentence of imprisonment shall be released on parole upon completion of the
inmate’s minimum sentence; and
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(4) describe how the presumption of parole may be rebutted and what
standard would be used to decide whether parole should be granted.

(c) The Department of Corrections and the Parole Board shall consult with
the Attorney General and the Defender General in developing the proposal
required by this section.

(d) The Department of Corrections and the Parole Board shall provide
regular interim reports to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee on
its progress toward developing the proposal required by this section.

Sec. 7. SUNSET; EXTRAORDINARY GOOD TIME; REPORT

(a) 28 V.S.A. § 819 (extraordinary good time) shall be repealed on
July 1, 2021.

(b)(1) On or before December 15, 2020, the Department of Corrections
shall provide a report on the extraordinary good time program established
pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 819 to the House Committee on Corrections and
Institutions and the House and Senate Committees on Judiciary.

(2) The report required by this subsection shall include:

(A) the number of offenders who have been awarded an
extraordinary good time sentence reduction and the basis for each reduction;
and

(B) an evaluation of the program and any recommended changes.

Sec. 8. JOINT LEGISLATIVE JUSTICE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE; 2019
INTERIM MEETINGS

Notwithstanding 2 V.S.A. § 801(d), the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight
Committee may meet up to 10 times during adjournment between the 2019
and 2020 legislative sessions.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Which was agreed to.

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred In;
Committee of Conference Requested; Committee of Conference

Appointed

S. 134.

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Ashe, the rules
were suspended and House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled:
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An act relating to background investigations for State employees with
access to federal tax information.

Was taken up for immediate consideration.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Background Investigations * * *

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 241 is amended to read:

§ 241. BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS

* * *

(b) As used in this chapter, “Recipient” means the following authorities of
the Executive Branch of State government that receive FTI:

(1) Agency of Human Services, including the:

(A) Department for Children and Families;

(B) Department of Health;

(C) Department of Mental Health; and

(D) Department of Vermont Health Access.

(2) Department of Labor.

(3) Department of Motor Vehicles.

(4) Department of Taxes.

(5) Agency of Digital Services.

(6) Department of Buildings and General Services.

(c)(1) The Recipient shall conduct an initial background investigation of
any individual, including a current or prospective employee, volunteer,
contractor, or subcontractor, to whom the Recipient will permit access to FTI
for the purpose of assessing the individual’s fitness to be permitted access to
FTI.

(2) The Recipient shall, at least every 10 years, conduct a periodic
background reinvestigation of any employee, volunteer, contractor, or
subcontractor to whom the Recipient permits access to FTI.

(3) The impact of the results of a background investigation performed
pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be the subject of impact
bargaining between the State and the collective bargaining representative for



TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2019 1171

the employee’s bargaining unit to the extent required by any collective
bargaining agreements between the parties.

* * *

* * * State Temporary and Seasonal Employees * * *

Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 323 is amended to read:

§ 323. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

* * *

(2) “Bona fide emergency” means an unanticipated need for short-term
staffing:

(A) to prevent significant disruption to the continued operation of
State government;

(B) to avoid serious or imminent harm to the public, critical services,
or other staff; or

(C) to avoid jeopardizing public safety.

(3) “Class” means one or more positions sufficiently similar in nature,
scope, and accountability that the same title, test of fitness, and schedule of
compensation may be applied to each position.

(3)(4) “Job evaluation” means the systematic method used to determine
the value of each job in relation to other jobs within the State service.

(5) “Seasonal employment” means employment in a temporary position
with a specific start date and anticipated end date for a period of not more than
seven months in any 12-month period or employment in a temporary position
with a specific start date and anticipated end date for a period of more than
seven months that has been approved by the Commissioner of Human
Resources pursuant to subdivision 331(c)(3) of this chapter. Seasonal
employment includes employment in temporary positions that are available on
a reoccurring basis from year to year.

Sec. 3. 3 V.S.A. § 331 is amended as follows:

§ 331. TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

(a) The State shall not employ any person in a temporary capacity except
in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(b)(1) On request of the appointing authority, the Commissioner of Human
Resources may approve, in writing, the creation of a temporary position and
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the hiring of a person to fill such temporary position only if the position and
person are needed:

(A) to meet a seasonal employment need of State government;

(B) to respond to a bona fide emergency;

(C) to fill in for the temporary absence of an existing employee, or a
vacancy in an existing position; or

(D) to perform a governmental function that requires only
intermittent, sporadic, or ongoing employment that averages less than 20 hours
per week during any one calendar year, provided that such employment does
not exceed 1,280 work hours in any one calendar year.

* * *

(c)(1) The Commissioner may authorize the continued employment of a
person in a temporary capacity for more than 1,280 work hours in any one
calendar year if the Commissioner determines, in writing, that a bona fide
emergency exists for the appointing authority that requires such continued
employment. Authorization of temporary employment for more than 1,280
work hours in a calendar year shall not be required for seasonal employment,
as that term is defined pursuant to section 323 of this chapter. Annually, on or
before January 15, the Commissioner shall submit a report to the House
Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs and the House and
Senate Committees on Government Operations:

* * *

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the head of each department to
provide to the Department of Human Resources a detailed justification for
each waiver to exceed the 1,280-work-hour limit within his or her department
and such other information as may be required in order to enable that
department to carry out its responsibility under this section.

(3) The Commissioner may authorize seasonal employment in a specific
position for a period of between seven and 12 months if the Commissioner
determines, in writing, that the nature and duties of the position require the
employment of a person for a period of more than seven months in a 12-month
period. The Commissioner shall not authorize seasonal employment for a
period of more than seven months in a 12-month period if the authorization is
intended to circumvent, or has the effect of circumventing, the policies and
purposes of the classified service under this chapter. Annually, on or before
January 15, the Commissioner shall submit a report to the House and Senate
Committees on Government Operations regarding:
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(A) the total number of positions in seasonal employment that have
been authorized for a period of between seven and 12 months during the prior
calendar year;

(B) the agency or department that each position identified in
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (c)(3) is assigned to; and

(C) the period of time that each identified position is authorized for.

(d) The Commissioner may transfer and convert existing, vacant positions
in the Executive Branch of State government to replace the temporary
positions of long-term temporary employees who are performing ongoing and
continuing functions of State government for more than an average of 20 hours
per week during any one calendar year or for more than 1,280 work hours in
any one calendar year.

* * *

(f) An individual employed in a temporary or seasonal capacity shall be
entitled to the whistleblower protections, rights, and remedies provided to
State employees pursuant to sections 971–978 of this title.

Sec. 4. STATE TEMPORARY AND SEASONAL EMPLOYEES; REPORT

On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Administration shall submit
a written report to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations and on
Government Operations regarding:

(1) the number of temporary employees, not including individuals
working in seasonal employment as defined pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 323(5),
who, during the prior calendar year, were employed by each agency and
department in a temporary capacity pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 331;

(2) the number of temporary positions in each agency or department
identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section that are performing
ongoing and continuing functions of State government for which a permanent
classified position would better meet the needs of the State;

(3) the number of temporary positions during the prior calendar year,
organized by agency and department, not including individuals working in
seasonal employment as defined pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 323(5), in which one
or more individuals have been employed for a combined total of more than
1,280 hours per year for a period of two years;

(4) the projected cost and the potential impact of replacing the
temporary positions identified in subdivision (3) of this section with
permanent, classified positions on the relevant department or agency’s
efficiency and ability to fulfill its mission and duties; and
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(5) the number of individuals working in seasonal employment as
defined pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 323(5) during the prior calendar year organized
by agency and department, including the start and end date for each position
and the total number of hours worked by the individual employed in each
position.

Sec. 5. CREATION OF NEW CORRECTIONAL OFFICER POSITIONS

On or before June 30, 2020, the Secretary of Administration shall create 30
new Correctional Officer I positions in the Department of Corrections, which
shall be funded within existing departmental appropriations.

Sec. 6. 4 V.S.A. § 40 is added to read:

§ 40. REPORT ON TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

Annually, on or before January 15, the State Court Administrator shall
submit a report to the House Committee on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs and the House and Senate Committees on Government Operations
identifying for each of the two prior calendar years:

(1) the total number of individuals employed by the Judiciary
Department on a temporary basis who have worked in excess of 1,280 hours in
the prior calendar year, excluding employees identified in 3 V.S.A. § 1011(7),
(8)(A)–(D), (8)(F)–(G), and (8)(I)–(K);

(2) the total number of temporary positions in which one or more
individuals have been employed for a combined total of more than 1,280
hours, excluding positions filled by employees identified in 3 V.S.A.
§ 1011(7), (8)(A)–(D), (8)(F)–(G), and (8)(I)–(K);

(3) the total number of hours worked by each temporary employee
identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection; and

(4) the total number of years during which each temporary employee
identified pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection has worked for the
Judiciary Department.

* * * Expansion and Codification of Position Pilot Program* * *

Sec. 7. 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179, Sec. E.100(d), as amended by 2015
Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 74, by 2016 Acts and Resolves No.172, Sec.
E.100.2, 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.100.1, and by 2018 (Sp.
Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. E.100.1 is further amended to read:

(d) Position Pilot Program. A Position Pilot is hereby created to assist
participating departments in more effectively managing costs of overtime,
compensatory time, temporary employees, and contractual work by removing
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the position cap with the goal of maximizing resources to the greatest benefit
of Vermont taxpayers.

* * *

(7) This Pilot shall sunset on July 1, 2020, unless extended or modified
by the General Assembly July 2, 2019.

* * *

Sec. 8. 3 V.S.A. § 328 is added to read:

§ 328. CREATION OF NEW POSITIONS

(a) Intent. It is the intent of the General Assembly to maximize the
resources of the State to the greatest benefit of Vermont taxpayers by
eliminating the cap on the total number of authorized State positions in the
Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Vermont Veterans Home,
and the State agencies and departments under the Office of Governor to allow
those agencies and departments to more effectively manage costs of overtime,
compensatory time, temporary employees, and contractual work by permitting
the creation of new positions pursuant to the provisions of subsection (b) of
this section.

(b) Creation of positions.

(1) On request of an appointing authority, the Secretary of
Administration may approve, in writing, the creation of a new permanent
position in the Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Vermont
Veterans Home, and the State agencies and departments under the Office of
Governor in order to address a specific need identified by the appointing
authority.

(2) The Secretary of Administration may only approve the creation of a
new position pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection if the creation of
the requested permanent position is anticipated to be more cost-effective than
meeting the identified need with existing departmental resources, including
through the use of overtime or compensatory time for existing State
employees.

(3) Any new position created pursuant to this subsection shall be funded
within existing departmental appropriations and shall not be transferrable
outside the agency or department in which it is created.

(c) Reporting requirements.

(1) No later than 15 days before a position created pursuant to
subsection (b) of this section will be established, the Secretary of
Administration, in consultation with the Commissioner of Human Resources
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and the appointing authority, shall submit to the Joint Fiscal Committee, the
Government Accountability Committee, and the House and Senate
Committees on Government Operations a written report identifying the
position to be created, the reason for the creation of the position, the method
used to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of creating the position, and the
expected short- and long-term impact of creating the position on the agency or
department’s budget.

(2) Annually, as part of its budget presentation, an agency or department
in which, during the prior fiscal year, one or more new positions was created
pursuant to this section shall report on the number and type of positions
created, the source of funds used to support each position created, the
performance and cost outcomes associated with each position created, and
whether the projected budgetary outcomes identified pursuant to subdivision
(1) of this subsection have been realized.

Sec. 9. AUTHORIZATION FOR CREATION OF NEW POSITIONS

Notwithstanding any provision of law enacted during the 2019 legislative
session to the contrary, the Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the
Vermont Veterans Home, and the State agencies and departments under the
Office of Governor may create new positions in conformance with the
provisions of 3 V.S.A. § 328.

* * * Repeal of Report on Temporary Employees * * *

Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 331 is amended to read:

§ 331. TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES

* * *

(c)(1) The Commissioner may authorize the continued employment of a
person in a temporary capacity for more than 1,280 hours in any one calendar
year if the Commissioner determines, in writing, that a bona fide emergency
exists for the appointing authority that requires such continued employment.
Annually, on or before January 15, the Commissioner shall submit a report to
the House Committee on General, Housing, and Military Affairs and the
House and Senate Committees on Government Operations:

(A) identifying the total number of temporary employees who have
worked:

(i) 1,280 hours in the prior calendar year; or

(ii) in excess of 1,280 hours in the prior calendar year;

(B) identifying the agency or department that is assigned the
temporary position;
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(C) identifying the total number of hours worked by each temporary
employee; and

(D) including a statement:

(i) recommending the conversion of the position to a permanent
classified position; or

(ii) stating the reasons why the temporary position should be
continued.

* * *

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 7, 8, and 9 shall take effect on July 2, 2019.

(b) Sec. 10 shall take effect on July 1, 2024.

(c) This section and the remaining sections of this act shall take effect on
July 1, 2019.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, on motion of Senator White, the Senate refused to
concur in the House proposal of amendment and requested a Committee of
Conference.

Thereupon, pursuant to the request of the Senate, the President announced
the appointment of

Senator Pollina
Senator Collamore
Senator White

as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of the Senate to
consider the disagreeing votes of the two Houses.

Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged

On motion of Senator Ashe, the rules were suspended, and the following
bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith:

S. 73, S. 112, S. 134.

Recess

On motion of Senator Ashe the Senate recessed until 4:00 P.M.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.
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House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment
Concurred In with Amendment

H. 518.

House proposal of amendment to Senate proposal of amendment to House
bill entitled:

An act relating to fair and impartial policing.

Was taken up.

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with further
amendment thereto as follows:

By striking out Sec. 2 in its entirety and by renumbering the remaining
sections to be numerically correct.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House
proposal of amendment?, Senators White, Baruth, Benning, Nitka and Sears
moved that the Senate concur in the House proposal of amendment with an
amendment as follows:

By inserting a new Sec. 2 to read as follows:

Sec. 2. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION; DIRECTOR OF POLICY,
EDUCATION, AND OUTREACH POSITION

Of the funds appropriated to the Human Rights Commission in FY2020, in
Sec. B.236 of 2019 H.542, an act relating to making appropriations for the
support of government, $85,000.00 is allocated to fund the position of Director
of Policy, Education, and Outreach.

And by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct

Which was agreed to.

Appointments Confirmed

The following Gubernatorial appointments were confirmed separately by
the Senate, upon full reports given by the Committees to which they were
referred:

The nomination of

Schatz, Kenneth A. of South Burlington - Commissioner, Department of
Children and Families - March 1, 2019 to February 28, 2021.

Was confirmed by the Senate.
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The nomination of

Kurrle, Lindsay H. of Middlesex - Commissioner, Department of Labor -
March 1, 2019 to February 28, 2021.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

Appointment Confirmed

Under suspension of the rules (and particularly, Senate Rule 93), as moved
by Senator White, the following Gubernatorial appointment was confirmed by
the Senate, without report given by the Committee to which it was referred and
without debate:

The nomination of

Nagy, Joan of Cambridge - Member, Human Rights Commission -
April 22, 2019 to February 28, 2024.

Was confirmed by the Senate.

Message from the Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by
Ms. Brittney L. Wilson, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the Senate that on the fourteenth
day of May, 2019 he approved and signed a bill originating in the Senate of the
following title:

S. 154. An act relating to miscellaneous banking provisions.

Message from the House No. 69

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Ms. Rebecca
Silbernagel, its Second Assistant Clerk, as follows:

Mr. President:

I am directed to inform the Senate that:

The House has considered a bill originating in the Senate of the following
title:

S. 146. An act relating to substance misuse prevention.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposal of amendment in the
adoption of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has considered Senate proposal of amendment to House bill
entitled:
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H. 536. An act relating to education finance.

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The Speaker appointed as members of such Committee on the part of the
House:

Rep. Till of Jericho
Rep. Canfield of Fair Haven
Rep. Donovan of Burlington

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 18. An act relating to consumer justice enforcement.

Rep. LaLonde of South Burlington
Rep. Colburn of Burlington
Rep. Burditt of West Rutland

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 113. An act relating to the management of single-use products.

Rep. Sheldon of Middlebury
Rep. McCullough of Williston
Rep. Lefebvre of Newark

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 134. An act relating to background investigations for State employees
with access to federal tax information.

Rep. Gardner of Richmond
Rep. Gannon of Wilmington
Rep. LaClair of Barre Town

Pursuant to the request of the Senate for a Committee of Conference the
Speaker appointed the following members on the part of the House:

S. 149. An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to vehicles
and the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Rep. McCormack of Burlington
Rep. Murphy of Fairfax
Rep. Savage of Swanton


