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Memo

To:  Senate Transportation Committee
From: Michele Boomhower, Director
Date: March 19,2025

Re:  US DOT Memo Referenced in Testimony of 3/18/25

The DOT memo below came to our attention on March 13,
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Michele
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Programs that do not meet the criteria above should be shared with the OA Administrator or equivalent OST leadership for concurrence/confirmation. Following OA Administrator or
equivalent OST leadership concurrence, the OST Office of Policy (OST-P) and Office of the General Counsel (OGC) will provide final confirmation on whether a program is required to
conduct a project-by-project review. If OST-P and OGC confirm that a project-by-project review is not required, offices may proceed with negotiating and finalizing grant agreements. If
OST-P and OGC confirm that project-by-project review is required, offices should proceed to Step 2. Please submit review requests to the OST Policy Board at OSTPolicyBoard@dot.gov.

Step 2: Project-by Project Review. Programs that require further review shall have Program Teams examine each individual project to identify those award selections that have project
scopes that include any of the project elements listed in Step 1 (i.e. equity activities, DE| activities climate change activities, etc.). Those Teams should document their project-by-project
examination and flag any project scope elements or activities for potential removal, including:

*  Project activities such as equity analysis, green infrastructure, bicycle infrastructure, EV and/or EV charging infrastructure.

*  Project purpose or primary project benefits include equity and/or climate such as- projects that purposefully improve the condition for EJ communities or actively reduce
GHG emissions.

Note: If project scope elements are based in statute, program offices should consult with applicable legal counsel, and following legal concurrence, raise any proposed scope changes to
OA leadership.

OA leadership shall review the findings from the Team review, and recommend to OST-P and OGC which project selections should:

1. Continue in their current form with no change;
2. Berevised with a reduced or modified scope; or
3. Be canceled entirely.
I
ptep 3: Project Scope Revision. Award selections identified in Step 2.b must update project scopes to eliminate flagged activities, and where possible replace identified elements with
relevant elements that align with program statute, the scope of the application submission, and current Administration EQs,

Where the scope of the project includes elements noted above, Teams should negotiate with project sponsors to update project scopes to eliminate and, where possible, replace those
dentified elements with relevant elements that align with the program statute, the original scope of the application submission, and current Administration EQs.

1. Ifthe project sponsor agrees to proceed with scope changes, proceed to grant agreement formulation and execution. The project sponsor may propose alternative project
elements to substitute for the redline elements that should be removed as long as they 1) align with the program statute, 2) are consistent with the purposes of the ariginal
scope of the application submission, and 3) align with current Administration EOs,

2. If the project sponsor does not agree to remove project elements noted in Step 2 and replace with acceptable alternative scope, then the Team should proceed with a reduced
award that removes the flagged scope and activities.

'OINTS OF CONTACT: To initiate review and approval from the Office of the Secretary please send to OSTPalicyBoard@dot.gov. For questions, please contact OST Policy Director Juli
|Iuynh or Assistant General Counsel Terence Carlson,
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