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Key Takeaways
• City has embraced Acts 47 and 181; they set stage 

for next 25 years

• City has applied them in a manner that aligns to 

South Burlington principles

• Updated policies to meet / exceed all requirements 

while protecting local environmental priority areas

• Housing targets are achievable per zoning; will 

need to align public & private investments

• Recommendations:

• Future Land Use: Emerging Centers

• Disconnect Tier 1A/1B eligibility from non-

rural Future Land Use Categories

• Support RPC recommendations

• Housing Targets Collaboration



• Legislation coincided with adoption of City Plan 

2024, built around Key Principles:

 Climate-Resilient.  

 Inclusive, Fair, and Just.  

 People-Oriented, Thoughtful, and 

Sustainable Built Environment.  

 Collaborative and Engaged.

• City Plan clearly presents Future Land Use 

including conservation, thriving neighborhoods, 

mixed use, commercial/industrial

• Water and sewer ordinances updated to establish 

“planned service areas” to match land use policy

• Policies align to Act 47 and 181, distinguish 

between rural and other regional future land use 

categories

Local Planning Alignment



Local Regulatory Updates: Zoning
City Center 

• Increased heights 12-14 stories; expanded most 

dense districts, removed “pain” points

• To date: 20 new buildings, ~950 homes & more. 

Missing-middle housing

• Eliminated “units per acre” density.

• Reduced min lot size and allowed up to a 4-plex

• Eliminated min lot size in mixed use areas

Inclusionary zoning

• Updated to align to Act 47 bonus structure

Mixed-use and infill zoning

• Fostering Shelburne Road transformation. 

• Zoning allows 5 stories, up to 7 with bonuses

Transferable Development Rights (TDR)

• Receiving to priority areas; align to inclusionary 



Act 181-Related

• Collaborating with CCRPC on Regional Plan

• First community in State to opt in to Tier 1B

• Preparing to Tier 1A application summer 2025; 

working closely with State partners on 

regulatory requirements; administration

Local Policy and Partnerships

• Climate Action Plan – Adopted 2022

• Economic Development Strategic Plan – 2025

• Parks & Open Space Master Plan – Underway

• City Center TIF Projects – Capital Projects

• City Center San Remo Drive Brownfields - 2026

• Downtown Organization Launched – 2024/25

What’s Next



Housing Targets
HOW WERE THE NUMBERS ASSIGNED TO EACH CITY AND TOWN?

CCRPC worked with its Planning Advisory Committee, made up of city / 

town planning directors and commissioners, for over a year to develop 

a method to assign housing targets to each city and town in Chittenden 

County. Housing targets consider factors like infrastructure, historic 

growth rates, and land available for development
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Act 250

Interim 

Exemptions

Act 250

Tier 1A/B 

Eligible

Note: 

Map on right is draft 

from May 2025; 

Map does not include 

minor changes since or 

LURB guidance from 

12/2025
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