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Vermont Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
Matt Chapman, Director
Waste Management & Prevention Division
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“Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is a policy approach that 
assigns producers responsibility for the end-of-life of products. 

This can include both financial responsibility and operational 
responsibility, though the amount and type may differ. Producers are 
required to provide funding and/or services that assist in managing 
covered products after the use phase.”

SOURCE: Sustainable Packaging Coalition
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Vermont, EPR has generally been used to address challenging wastes like mercury light bulbs, oil-based paint, batteries, and lead-glass TVs.These programs offer free collection and recycling at nearly 100 collection sites around the state.
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Vermont EPR Models

• State run – Vermont E-Cycles Program
• Advanced Consumer Fee or “Eco-fee” – Vermont Paint Stewardship Program
• Full EPR – Vermont Battery Stewardship Program

Generally Programs work best when they...
• raise awareness,
• are convenient,
• provide safe management, and
• have efficient collection and recycling. 
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Mercury Thermostats Collected
EPR program collection began in 2010

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First effective in 2010. Program has a bounty or $5.00 rebate to persons who return a mercury containing thermostat. Collection occurs at SWMEs and thermostat retailers.
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Mercury-Containing Lamps Collected (lbs)
EPR program collection began in 2012

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Collection program began in 2012. This is an EPR program where the manufacturers pay for the collection, transportation and proper management of collected lamps.  Collection at SWMEs and retail.
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Electronics Collected (lbs)
EPR program collection began in 2011

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Began in 2011. In this case, the state administers the program via contracted services. Collection occurs at electronic waste retailers, SWMEs and permitted solid waste facilities. State contractor pays for those collection costs and also the costs of proper recycling and reuse of electronics waste.  The State charges the manufacturers back based on national sales.
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Paint Collected (Gals)
EPR program collection began in 2013

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Program began in 2013. Program has a consumer fee at the time of purchase used to pay for end of life management. Protects are collected at retail and at SWMEs. 
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Batteries Collected (lbs)
EPR program collection began in 2015

Primary Rechargeable
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