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Under the 2016 TMDL, 
Vermont is required by 
EPA to reduce phosphorus 
runoff in the Lake 
Champlain Basin from 631 
MT/yr to 417 MT/yr to 
benefit water quality and 
restore our lakes and 
rivers. 

Overall, that is a 214 
MT/yr reduction by 2036.



To address the 
required phosphorus 
reductions, the 
Vermont Legislature 
passed Act 64, the 
Vermont Clean Water 
Act.

This includes 
regulations to reduce 
phosphorus from the  
Developed Lands 
Sector from 114 MT/yr 
to 93 MT/yr.



Act 64 established the basis for the Three Acre Stormwater 
Rule (10 V.S.A. §1264(c)(7)) as one of a series of stormwater 
rules to address runoff from impervious surfaces and meet 
the goals of the Developed Lands sector.



Currently, Vermont is 
falling short of its TMDL 
goals. Stormwater 
regulations are just 
being implemented and 
will play a vital role in 
controlling runoff and 
reducing phosphorus. 

From the Clean Water Initiative 2024 Performance 
Report, pg. 60.

Recall, the goal is a 214 
MT/yr reduction by 2036



Even adjusted, the state is falling short of its midterm goals.
With annual reduction levels at about 55 MT/yr almost ten years after Act 64 
(2015) was enacted, there is a lot of work to do to reach 214 MT/yr by 2036.

From the Clean Water Initiative 2024 Performance 
Report, pg. 60.



H.481, An act relating 
to stormwater 
management
Three key provisions:

• Repeal of the Sunset of the 
Property Transfer Tax  
Clean Water Surcharge

• Changes to the Clean 
Water Fund to help meet 
Three Acre requirements

• Creation of the Regional 
Utility Study Committee



First, the Property Transfer Tax Clean Water Surcharge is an 
important revenue source for the Vermont Clean Water Fund 
(10 V.S.A. §1388)



Vermont’s goal is 
to maintain the 
Clean Water 
Budget at 
$50 to $60 Million 
(10 V.S.A. §1387):
“the State should commit 
to funding the Clean 
Water Initiative in a 
manner that ensures the 
maintenance of effort and 
that provides an annual 
appropriation for clean 
water programs in a 
range of $50 million to 
$60 million as adjusted 
for inflation.” From Clean Water Board Final SFY26 Clean Water Budget Recommendations (Dec. 3, 2024)



The PTT is an 
integral 
revenue 
source for 
the Clean 
Water Fund



Second, H.481 makes changes to the Clean Water Fund’s Municipal 
Stormwater Implementation Grant Program to assist municipalities 
with residential three-acre compliance including funding.

H.481, Sec. 6, pg. 8. H.481, Sec. 8, pg. 10. 



Third, the Study Committee on Creation of Regional Stormwater 
Utility District looks at a wider, multi-town approach to stormwater 
regulation compliance and funding.

H.481, Sec. 10, pg. 12.
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