
Vermont Criminal and 
Juvenile Justice System Data
(SAS Context, January 2025)

NOTE: This contents of this document are subject to change. This document was drafted for discussion purposes only. 

NOTE: Data provided by the Vermont Judiciary. 1
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December 2023

26,119 Pending Cases
5IAN



December 10, 2024

23,134 Pending Cases
6IAN



December 2023 to December 10, 2024
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Summary of 2024 Backlog Snapshots
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Under dispo 
guidelines

Near dispo 
guideline *

Over dispo 
guideline

N/A** Total Pending

1/1/2024  4,902 1,125 6,360 2,597 14,984 

2/1/2024  5,118 1,171 6,196 2,677 14,938 

3/1/2024  5,172 1,126 6,070 2,704 15,072 

4/1/2024  5,046 988 5,681 2,916 14,631 

5/1/2024 5,043 1,017 5,482 2,958 14,500 

6/1/2024  5,089 854 6,974 1,247 14,164 

7/1/2024  4,935 889 6,679 1,260 13,763 

8/1/2024  5,193 893 6,280 1,526 13,892 

9/1/2024  5,266 973 6,500 1,585 14,324 

10/1/2024  5,316 980 6,461 1,699 14,456 

11/1/2024  5,349 892 6,263 1,495 13,999 

12/1/2024  5,260 912 6,257 1,397 13,826 

1/1/2025  5,252 948 6,342 1,473 14,015 

IAN
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Pending Homicide Dockets
As of December 10, 2023
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Pending Homicide Dockets
As of December 10, 2024
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People With Multiple Open Dockets
All Case Status

149 people have 10 or more open dockets, representing a total of 2,135 open dockets

Name of 
defendants 
have been 
removed.
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December 10, 2024 
SAS Attorney Caseload Average
• Current 12/10/24 SAS Attorney Caseload Average.

14 SAs plus 58 DSAs = 72 SAS Attorneys. As of
December 10, 2024, there were 23,134 pending
cases.

• 23,134 divided by 72 SAS Attorneys = 321 per SAS
Attorney (300-400 cases).

• Victim Advocate Caseload = 600 per VA.

See Northwestern University School of Law. “THE STATE (NEVER) RESTS: HOW EXCESSIVE PROSECUTORIAL CASELOADS 
HARM CRIMINAL DEFENDANTS.” 2011 (emphasis added); see also Prosecutor Workload Report (centerforjusticeresearch.org) 
(“[P]rosecutors should not handle more than 150 felonies or 400 misdemeanors per year.” Vermont SAS prosecutors often handle 
much more on both fronts and handle more than criminal cases (Criminal -Felonies, Fish and Wildlife, and Misdemeanors) 
(Family-CHINS, Juvenile Delinquencies, YO cases, and ERPOs) (Appeals) (Civil-PCRs). SAS also handles the majority of criminal 
division appeals and a number of family division appeals.)

13TLD

https://www.centerforjusticeresearch.org/lp/prosecutor-workload-report#:%7E:text=Prosecutors%20face%20similar%20demands%20and%20time%20constraints%2C%20handling,1%2C000felony%20cases%20per%20year%20%28Gershowitz%20%26%20Killinger%2C%202011%29.


2024 Criminal Filing Data
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2024 Criminal Filing Data
• In 2024, the statewide monthly average for criminal filings

was 1,150 cases,
• The minimum was 990 (February), and
• The maximum was 1,317 (September).
• In sum, there were 13,801 criminal cases filed in 2024.
• These cases are spread out among SAS 72 prosecutors.
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Trial date utilization
2023 (Jan. 1 to December 10) 2024 (Jan. 1 to December 10)

Trial date usage 
increased by 
approximately 65% 
from 2023 data pull 
through the 2024 
data pull. 

2023 saw trials in 12 
counties. 

2024 saw trials in 
every county.
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Clearance Rate Data
December 2022 through December 2024

17NOTE: RULE 48! 
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Vermont Crime Data
 2012-2024 Context. 

 In 2022 Vermont saw a 185% increase in firearm-related crime. Vermont’s homicide rate in 2022 was about 3.9 per 100,000, “compared with Los Angeles at 3.1 and New 
York City at 2.3 per 100,000... Burlington’s rate was 11.2 per 100,000, exceeding the rates in Philadelphia, Phoenix and Springfield, Massachusetts….”

 FBI Data from 2012-2022 shows an increase in “Violent Crime” in Vermont across multiple categories. SAS has experienced this increase in violent crime and believes 
that the trend has continued through 2023 and 2024.  

 In December 2023, Representative Martin LaLonde presented FBI data showing that “Violent Crime” in Vermont was on the rise over the past decade: 

 56% increase in violent crime between 2012 and 2022

 65% increase in aggravated assault between 2012 and 2022

 166% increase in homicide7

 6% increase in sexual assault between 2012 and 2022 

 27% increase in motor vehicle theft between 2012 and 2022). 

 Recent crime data reported by the Department of Public Safety and the National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) shows a continuation of the 2012-2022 
Vermont crime data trajectory.

 Reports of certain property crimes in Vermont, including thefts from motor vehicles, thefts of motor vehicles, identify theft, and shoplifting have each more than 
doubled from 2018 to 2023. Reports of shoplifting alone have increased 40% from 2022 to 2023 (from 2416 reports to 3388 reports).  

 Reports of aggravated assaults in Vermont have increased 42% between 2018 and 2023. 

 According to NIBRS data, 2024 will be the third consecutive year with more than 20 homicide victims in Vermont.

Data sourcing: FBI, CSG, DPS/VSP, VIC, NIBRS, CRG, Representative LaLonde, CRG. 
See Vermont, usually one of the safest states, saw a 185% rise in firearms homicides last year | AP News. AP, December 15, 2023 (“Overall the country had a 6% decrease in national firearms homicides between 2021 and 2022, but Vermont saw a 185% jump, according to Vermont State Police 
Capt. Shawn Loan. “So we went from seven firearms deaths in 2021 to 20 in 2022,” he said, adding that he did not have the current total for this year. About half of the homicides in Vermont involved a firearm between 2017 and 2021, he said. Last year that rose to 86%, Loan said).
See Vermont, usually one of the safest states, saw a 185% rise in firearms homicides last year | AP News. AP, December 15, 2023.
Source, Vermont Department of Public Safey, 2024 (S.58~Tucker Jones~Vermont Criminal Justice Data Snapshot ~1-11-2024.pdf).
Source: House Appropriations Committee, 2023 (W~Martin LaLonde~Appropriations Public Safety Presentation~12-19-2023.pdf).
Source: Vermont Department of Public Safey, 2024. 19

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/Senate%20Judiciary/Bills/S.58/Witness%20Documents/S.58%7ETucker%20Jones%7EVermont%20Criminal%20Justice%20Data%20Snapshot%20%7E1-11-2024.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/shootings-palestinian-college-students-vermont-3d4f48f5253d572a81e641ccd74ec536
https://apnews.com/article/shootings-palestinian-college-students-vermont-3d4f48f5253d572a81e641ccd74ec536
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/Senate%20Judiciary/Bills/S.58/Witness%20Documents/S.58%7ETucker%20Jones%7EVermont%20Criminal%20Justice%20Data%20Snapshot%20%7E1-11-2024.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/WorkGroups/House%20Appropriations/FY%202024%20Budget%20Adjustment/December%20Meeting/W%7EMartin%20LaLonde%7EAppropriations%20Public%20Safety%20Presentation%7E12-19-2023.pdf


See charts below for Vermont Intelligence Center, preliminary gun violence and homicide data, dated 12/6/2024. Source: Vermont Department 
of Public Safety, 2024.

Vermont Crime Data
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Vermont Driving Related Fatalities 
(current as of 12/16/24)
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