
February 5th, 2026 

Senate Committee on Judiciary ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
115 State Street 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 

Dear Chair Hashim and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary,  

The undersigned organizations write to you today to respectfully request that the 
Senate Committee on Judiciary support, and vote in favor of, Senate Bill 208. This 
bill advances Vermont’s core values of transparency, accountability, and community 
trust by establishing clear standards for law enforcement identification during 
interactions with the public. 

S.208 responds to a growing need for clarity and accountability in law enforcement 
practices, particularly amid increasing concerns about masked or anonymous officers. 
By requiring law enforcement officers, including federal officers operating in Vermont, to 
visibly display identifying information and limiting the use of masks or disguises, the bill 
helps ensure that individuals understand who is exercising authority over them. These 
provisions are essential to maintaining due process and reinforcing public confidence in 
the rule of law. 

By strengthening identification requirements, S.208 promotes safer, more transparent 
interactions between law enforcement and the communities they serve. Clear 
identification encourages cooperation, reduces fear, and is especially important for 
immigrant communities and other populations that may already hesitate to engage with 
authorities. Importantly, the bill preserves narrowly tailored exceptions for legitimate 
safety and operation needs, striking a careful balance between accountability and 
officer protection. 

We urge the Committee to support S.208 and reaffirm Vermont’s commitment to 
transparent, fair, and accountable law enforcement practices. 

Please support S.208.  Thank you for your consideration.  

Respectfully, 

198 Methods 

ACLU of Vermont  
Bristol Area Indivisible 
Camel’s Hump Indivisible 
Central Vermont Refugee Action Network (CVRAN) 
Essex Connects  
Hardwick Indivisible 



Indivisible Calais 
Indivisible Mad River Valley 
Indivisible Randolph Vermont 
Indivisible St. Johnsbury 
Migrant Justice 
Montpelier Indivisible 
Queen City Indivisible 
The Alchemist Brewing 
Third Act Vermont 
Vermont Chapter of the Sierra Club  
Vermont Conservation Voters (VCV) 
Vermont Public Interest Research Group (VPIRG) 

 

 


