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Bennington Battle Monument

J. Phillip Rinn design for 
Bennington Battle 
Monument

1876: A second Bennington Battle Monument Association was incorporated by the Vermont 
Legislature and $15,000 was appropriated for the project. The country’s centennial provided 
additional stimulus to move the effort forward.

1878: Fundraising for monument project began.

1881: Congress passed bill, sponsored by Vermont Senator Justin S.
Morrill, to appropriate matching funds for the erection of the Bennington Battle Monument.

1885: The Bennington Historical Society approved J. Phillip Rinn’s design for the monument.

1887: Construction on the Bennington Battle Monument began in June; the cornerstone was 
dedicated on August 16, the 110th anniversary of the battle.

1889: The 306-foot structure was completed, and the capstone was set, although work on the 
interior continued.

1891: On August 19, the Monument was dedicated and opened to the public as part of 
celebrations marking the centennial of Vermont’s statehood.

2024 Visitation: 39,931  Revenue: $276,211 

Second Tallest Unreinforced Masonry Building in United States









Bennington Battle Monument
STEP One: what is happening
2022-2024 Study and Planning Efforts

Issue: Excessive Moisture
Structurally sound

STEP TWO: how to solve
3 years Dry Out Monument & 
   Prepare Infrastructure and Schematic Design
Explore Fund Opportunities

STEP THREE+: fix the issues
Multi-year restoration and repair
Establish long-term cyclical maintenance plan

ANNUAL STEP: ensuring the monument can open
Safety maintenance monitoring







Summary of What was learned:

Building has over 100% humidity

Drying out the stone, interior and 
exterior, is a priority prior to any 
repairs

Building is structurally sound and 
is not in danger of falling



Current Recommendations for Moving Forward:
PHASE 1A
Dry out the Monument

1. Design and erect a 100% water-tight Monument Enclosure System
2. Geotechnical Engineering, Site Preparation Design & Site Improvements
3. Preparation of Monument Enclosure Bidding Documents & Procurement 
Steps 1-3 =$500,000
4. Erection of the Monument Enclosure  
Step 4      =$5.0M to $10M

                

PHASE 1B
Infrastructure & Schematic Design

1. Mechanical & Electrical Engineering Improvements Design & Installation + Drying 
Period

2. Architectural (Design & Preservation) & Structural Engineering Schematic Design
3. Exterior Preservation Mock-ups for Restoration Scope of Work & Cost Estimate
   =$2.0M to 2.24M
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