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Site Location Study 
In 2022, the Department of Buildings and General Services (BGS) conducted a statewide 
search, vetting State-owned properties, utilizing BGS-contracted real estate consultants, and 
using multiple means of media to find site for the replacement Women’s Correctional and 
Reentry Facility. The search resulted in 165 total sites which were vetted for potential use. Of 
those 165 sites, four sites (three State-owned and one privately-owned) were selected that best 
align with BGS’ evaluation criteria. After further evaluation, BGS and the Department of 
Corrections (DOC) eliminated sites 3 and 4. 

Two sites on state-owned land in Essex remain possibilities. Both sites are within Chittenden 
County, which provides employment opportunities for the reentry program, and are within 10 
miles of the current facility to retain current staff and service providers. Green Mountain Transit 
recently eliminated the bus service to site one as part of their service reduction plan. Bus 
Service runs within a ten-minute walk (.5 miles) of site two.  

BGS in partnership with DOC continues to evaluate and pursue local siting approval for the two 
identified sites in Essex. Currently, BGS is awaiting a decision on a change of use request that 
will dictate whether either site is viable.  

The attached addendums provide detail in accordance with Acts of 2024, No. 162, Section 29. 
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Location (Proximity to Central Business District) 
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Hydrological Condition 

Elevation Contours and Slope 

Environmental Impact 
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