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ASK #1: RESTORE DVHA ALTERNATIVE

PAYMENTS TO PRIMARY CARE

-$2.01 m GF/$5 Gross:
• $4.75 per Medicaid beneficiary per month payment to primary care practices 
• $0 in House Budget 
• On top of significant other funding losses for primary care in 2027

o 0.04% decrease to the Medicaid Professional RBRVS fee schedule
o $7.7 million loss due to end of OneCare’s primary care practice payments from January–June 2027

Effective and immediate way to support primary care practices in FY27



ASK #2: RESTORE AHEC  PRIMARY CARE

WORKFORCE PROGRAMS

-$1.27m Gross:
• $667k  Gross/$281,320 state PCP Loan Repayment - $551 k in House Budget

• $500k Gross/ $210,850 state Early Pipeline Program - $0 in House Budget

• $50k MD Placement/ $21,085 state - $50k in House Budget 

RHTP dollars cannot supplant state funds or be used for loan repayment 

VT AHEC is a statewide network of academic and community partners (UVM Larner College of 
Medicine AHEC Program in Burlington, Northern VT AHEC in St. Johnsbury, and Southern VT 
AHEC in Springfield) working together to increase the supply, geographic distribution, and 
education of Vermont’s health workforce.

Anne Morris, MD, Associate Dean for Primary Care, anne.morris@uvmhealth.org
Katherine Schwartz, Executive Director, katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu

https://www.uvm.edu/larnermed/ahec/overview
https://www.uvm.edu/larnermed/ahec/overview
https://nvtahec.org/
http://www.svtahec.org/
http://www.svtahec.org/
mailto:anne.morris@uvmhealth.org
mailto:katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu


PCP LOAN REPAYMENT

Sources: October 2024, Medical Student Education: Debt, Costs, and Loan Repayment Fact Card: https://students-
residents.aamc.org/media/12846/download
https://www.aacnnursing.org/Portals/42/Policy/PDF/Debt_Report.pdf
https://www.aapa.org/news-central/2024/12/how-physician-associates-can-qualify-for-student-loan-forgiveness/

The median amount of debt for medical student class of 2024: $205,000. With interest payments, 
this can mean up to $455,000 of total repayment.
• The median 4-year cost of attendance for the class of 2025: $286,454 (public school) and 

$390,848 (private school).

Median amount of student loan debt for graduate nursing students: $40,000 - $54,999

Median student loan debt for PAs as of 2019: $112,500
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Full data and analysis available at:  https://vtmd.org/client_media/files/VMS%20Primary%20Care%20Workforce%20Shortage%2020254.pdf

https://vtmd.org/client_media/files/VMS%20Primary%20Care%20Workforce%20Shortage%2020254.pdf


PCP LOAN REPAYMENT

Source: Katherine Schwartz, AHEC Executive Director, katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu

mailto:katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu


PCP LOAN REPAYMENT

Source: Katherine Schwartz, AHEC Executive Director, katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu

mailto:katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu


569 physicians (22% of total or 406.3 FTE) provide mainly primary care 
including:
• 275 Family Practice
• 131 Internal Medicine 
• 64 OB/GYN
• 99 Pediatrics 

Between 2012 and 2022 primary care FTEs in Vermont declined by 59.1 (13%)
• Over the same period, specialist FTEs went up by 185.2 (23%)

32% of primary care physicians are over age 60, as compared with 29% in 
2014, 19% in 2008, and 9% in 2002
• In 5 of the 14 counties, 45% or more of the primary care physicians are over 

age 60: Lamoille (53%), Essex (50%), Orange (50%), Rutland (47%), and 
Windsor (46%)

Source: https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/document/HSI-stats-prov-phys22-detail.PDF

PCP LOAN REPAYMENT
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100 (24% of total or 76.4 FTEs) of PAs work mainly in primary care including: 
• 83 Family Practice Medicine 
• 10 Primary Care Internal Medicine 
• 1 Obstetrics and Gynecology
• 6 Pediatric Primary Care 

Between 2014 and 2024, the number of physician assistants in primary care 
decreased from 103 to 100 (80 FTEs to 76.4FTEs)
• number in specialty care doubled from 161 to 322

Source: https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/document/HSI-stats-prov-pa24-detail.pdf

PCP LOAN REPAYMENT
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456 (46% of total or 323.5 FTEs) of the APRNs work mainly in 
primary care, including: 
• 90 - Adult Health 
• 181 - Family Health 
• 34 - Gerontology 
• 40 - Pediatric Primary Care 
• 23 - School Health 
• 88 - Primary Care Women’s Health 

Between 2015-2023, APRNs in Primary Care grew from 276-
456 
• Specialty care grew from 259 to 537

Source: https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/document/HSI-stats-prov-aprn23-detail.pdf

PCP LOAN REPAYMENT
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AHEC EARLY PIPELINE

Source: Katherine Schwartz, AHEC Executive Director, katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu

mailto:katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu


AHEC MD PLACEMENT

Source: Katherine Schwartz, AHEC Executive Director, katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu

mailto:katherine.schwartz@med.uvm.edu


Questions?
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