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Defining Early Childhood Education
and Who We Are Regulating

“We call some programs child care and we call some programs preschool or pre-k, but early 

childhood education is what happens in every quality program, no matter where it is set 

or what ages are taught.”

- Tammie Hazlett, Thetford





Why A License to Practice?

● Clarity and career pathways:

Lessons learned from the nursing 

profession

● Accountability and public 

investment:

With public funding (through Act 76) 

comes public accountability

● Increased qualifications lead to 

improved child outcomes



Increased Qualifications→Improved Child Outcomes
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National Context

Image: CommissionECE.org



Workforce Engagement in 
Developing Recommendations (2018-

2022)





Honoring Our Workforce



Implementation Timeline



Supports are Working

“New qualifications aren’t a concern when we have time and supports to reach them. 

Family child care educators want to be their best – they just need clear pathways that 

show their efforts will pay off. The better we are at our jobs, the better our kids are.” 

- Chris Nelson, North Troy

● 8.5% workforce growth, 22% increase in individuals with degrees 

(since Act 76)

● 836 early childhood educators received grants and bonuses for 

increasing qualifications (up 30%)

● Of 135 TEACH Early Childhood® Vermont scholarship recipients, 

half were first-generation college students, representing all 14 

Vermont counties

● Youth Apprenticeship program expanded from 19 to 31 youth 

apprentices, thanks to additional funding in FY2026 budget



VTAEYC Supports S.206

“...Professional regulation of individual 

Early Childhood Educators working with 

children from ages 0 to 8 will yield 

substantial benefits to children.

The benefits include improved 

comprehensive physical and emotional 

development and health as the result of well-

prepared educators who demonstrate the 

requisite education, experience, and 

competencies to work in the field.”
- p. 36, Early Childhood Education 

Sunrise Review Assessment, OPR



Thank You!
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