
 
 
March 10, 2026 
 
Chair Lyons and Members of the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of S.154 which will expand 
access to comprehensive biomarker testing for patients in Vermont. As of the writing of this 
letter, similar legislation has been signed into law by 22 states with bipartisan support.1 

 

Biomarker testing has been shown to improve the predictive accuracy of prostate cancer risk, 
help avoid ineffective treatments, and guide treatment decisions for prostate cancer patients.2 
Because of these benefits, nationally recognized clinical practice guidelines for prostate cancer 
screening recommend the use of biomarker testing. Although an increasing number of biomarker 
tests are performed to help treat prostate cancer patients,2 66 percent of oncology providers have 
reported that insurance coverage for biomarker testing is a significant or moderate barrier to 
appropriate biomarker testing.3 
 
Improving insurer coverage for and access to biomarker testing is critical to reducing health 
disparities in prostate cancer and other diseases. Prostate cancer has the worst racial disparity 
among all cancers in the United States,4 with Black men having a two-fold higher rate of prostate 
cancer mortality relative to men of other races.5 Unfortunately, Black cancer patients are less 
likely to receive biomarker testing compared to White patients.6 Studies have shown that when 
offered the same access to care as their White counterparts, Black men have similar prostate 
cancer outcomes, suggesting that the disparity in outcomes stems from social determinants of 
health and other factors that limit effective access to screening and early detection.7 

 

Biomarker testing for prostate cancer patients improves outcomes, is critical to reducing health 
disparities, and is recommended in clinical practice guidelines. However, insurance plans do not 
cover biomarker testing for patients who need it. Therefore, I urge your support for S.154, to 
expand access to biomarker testing for patients. 
 
Thank you, and please follow up with me with any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
Georgia Bates 
Manager, State Government Relations & Advocacy, ZERO Prostate Cancer 
Georgia@zerocancer.org 
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