
 

Dae: February 17, 2025

To: Chair Lyons and members o he Senae Healh and Welare Commitee

From: Tina Zuk, Governmen Relaons Direcor, American Hear Associaon

Re: S.14 - Expanding Income Eligibiliy or PregnanWomen in Dr. Dynasaur
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On behal o he American Hear Associaon, I urge you o ake up and suppor S.14 o expand income
eligibiliy or coverage under Dr. Dynasaur o pregnan women up o 312% o he ederal povery level
(FPL.)

While Vermon’s coverage o up o 213% FPL cerainly exceeds oher saes, here are currenly nine
oher saes wih income eligibiliy greaer han 250% or his populaon. There is grea need given
cardiovascular disease’s impac on women noed below and he benes are well worh i.

• As o 2020, hear disease accouns or 1 in 5 deahs among women. (laes daa rom CDC)
• US maernal moraliy raes have acually more han doubled since 1999. (Sudy rom JAMA)

This move would also be a logical nex sep ollowing Vermon’s recen acon o exend posparum
coverage in Medicaid o a ull welve monhs. The core reasons supporng posparum coverage also
srongly apply here:

Improving healh oucomes: Ensuring pregnan people have comprehensive coverage is crical or he
healh o boh moms and babies. Access o care beore, during, and afer pregnancy is linked o lower
maernal and inanmoraliy raes—especially or Black women and babies (and oher hisorically
marginalized communies)—and helps reduce healh disparies across all racial and ehnic groups.

Financial proecton: Expanding Medicaid eligibiliy would help women who may currenly only qualiy
or markeplace plans by lowering heir ou-o-pocke coss. Medicaid’s lower cos-sharing provides
beter nancial proecon, making essenal healh care and reamens more accessible during a me
when nances can be gh. This is especially imporan or pregnan people who may have CVD or oher
comorbidies.

Optmizing access o care: By increasing eligibiliy, saes can ensure hamore new mohers and heir
children ge he care hey need during his crical me or maernal healh and early childhood
developmen.


