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Community Services Block Grant &
Homeless Assistance

Office of Economic Opportunity
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Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)

• CSBG is a federally funded block grant that provides funds to support services that alleviate the 
causes and conditions of poverty https://acf.gov/ocs/programs/community-services-block-grant-
csbg

• Over 1,000 Community Action Agencies provide services and activities across the country. In 
Vermont, those agencies are:

• BROC Community Action
• Capstone Community Action
• Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity
• Northeast Kingdom Community Action
• Southeastern Vermont Community Action

• Over 9 million individuals are served by CSBG-funded programs annually 
• In FFY24 VT’s CAAs served 43,900 individuals

https://acf.gov/ocs/programs/community-services-block-grant-csbg
https://acf.gov/ocs/programs/community-services-block-grant-csbg
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Community Initiatives
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CSBG Administration & Oversight

• Key Components https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/laws-rules
• Annual Work Plans & Annual Reports
• Community Needs Assessment (every 3 years)
• Monitoring

• Annual assessment of compliance with the organizational standards
• Triennial Monitoring
• Formal processes are in place if the State was to pursue the termination or reduction of funding 

or the de-designation of an agency

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/laws-rules
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Vermont’s Homeless Response System

Vermont’s HUD-Recognized Homeless Continuums of Care (CoC)
VT Balance of State http://helpingtohousevt.org/
with 11 local housing coalitions

Chittenden County Homeless Alliance, http://www.cchavt.org/

http://helpingtohousevt.org/
http://www.cchavt.org/
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Snapshot of Homelessness in Vermont

2024 Point in Time Count

A one-night, unduplicated count of people experiencing literal 
homelessness

2,322 Households – 3,458 People

Vermont - https://helpingtohousevt.org/2024-point-in-time-count/
National - https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-

Part-1.pdf

https://helpingtohousevt.org/2024-point-in-time-count/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
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• Reorients housing crisis response 
system to focus on those being served

• Minimize time and frustration accessing 
help

• Maximize use of system resources
• Identify service gaps for planning

Coordinated Entry: Connecting 
People in Housing Crisis to Help 
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Housing Assistance at OEO
https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
• Housing Opportunity Grant Program (including Federal HUD Emergency Solutions Grant funding)
• HUD Continuum of Care Coordinated Entry Grants 
• Family Supportive Housing & Permanent Supportive Housing Assistance (Medicaid) 
Additional Investments: 
• One-time

• HOME Family Voucher Program with Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity
• Housing Stabilization & Retention Services Program with Champlain Valley Office of Economic 

Opportunity
• Landlord Relief Program with Vermont State Housing Authority
• Housing Planning Capacity Grants with the Cities of Barre and Rutland

• ERAP Housing Stability Services – ends June 30, 2025

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
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Housing 
Opportunity 
Grant Program

Provides funding to: 
• Operate emergency shelter
• Operate transitional housing 

(where appropriate)
• Rapidly re-house individuals and 

families
• Prevent those experiencing a 

housing crisis from becoming 
homeless
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Housing 
Opportunity 
Grant Program 
(Continued) 

Provides funding to:
• Implement coordinated entry to 

streamline client access to 
resources

• Provide flexible financial 
assistance

• Administer the Homeless 
Management Information 
System (HMIS)

Awards Summary: https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards 

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
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Housing 
Opportunity 
Grant Program 
SFY25 Awards

Approximately $38.9 million 
awarded to 35 non-profit 
organizations

Awards Summary: https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards 

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
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Housing 
Opportunity 
Grant Program 
SFY25 Awards
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Expense 
Growth 
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Administration

Application & Funding Process:
• Early April: OEO releases Notice of 

Funding Opportunity
• May: Applications due mid-May, OEO 

reviews and negotiates budgets and 
scopes of work

• June: Award notifications made as close 
to June 1st as possible

• July: Program start date of July 1st



April 9, 2025  |  18

Operations & 
Oversight

Housing Opportunity Grant 
Program Standards & Guidance
https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/programs/hop/guidance

Ongoing Monitoring
• Annual Habitability Inspection
• Programmatic Monitoring
• Fiscal Monitoring

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/programs/hop/guidance
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Thank you!
Lily Sojourner, Director
Vermont Office of Economic Opportunity
Lily.sojourner@vermont.gov
(802) 585-4365

mailto:Lily.sojourner@vermont.gov
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