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Defining Early Childhood Education
and Who We Are Regulating





Why A License to Practice?

● Clarity and career pathways: 
Lessons learned from the nursing 
profession

● Increased qualifications lead to 
improved child outcomes

● Accountability and public 
investment: With public funding 
(through Act 76) comes public 
accountability



Honoring Our Workforce





Workforce Engagement in 
Developing Recommendations (2018-2022)





VTAEYC Supports S.119

“...Professional regulation of individual Early 
Childhood Educators working with children 
from ages 0 to 8 will yield substantial 
benefits to children. 
The benefits include improved 
comprehensive physical and emotional 
development and health as the result of 
well-prepared educators who demonstrate 
the requisite education, experience, and 
competencies to work in the field.”

- p. 36, Early Childhood Education 
Sunrise Review Assessment, OPR
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