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Vermont Teacher 
Forgivable Loan Incentive 

Eligible Students must:
• Complete FAFSA and State Grant 

application if appropriate
• Maintain good academic standing
• Can be residents and non-residents
• Enroll in a teaching program, at an 

eligible school, that leads to a degree or 
certificate in education and a teaching 
license
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• Student receive tuition charges by their program up 
to UVM’s instate tuition rate

• Agree to work in Vermont following licensure one 
year for each year of scholarship receipt

• Awards can be used at any eligible school 

• Awarded students sign a promissory note obligating 
them to work in Vermont as a teacher in a Vermont 
a public school for a minimum of one year following 
Licensure for each year awarded or to repay the 
funds received if obligation is not met
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Vermont Teacher 
Forgivable Loan Incentive

Source: VSAC Grant files

Institution FY’24 Awards FY’25 Awards
CCV - 1
Champlain 4 5
Middlebury - 1
Norwich 1 4
Saint Michael’s 16 25
UVM 14 60
VTSU 27 32
Out of State 12 38
Total 74 166

In FY25, there was no state appropriation. VSAC used the remaining carry over funding from FY24. 
An additional 218 applicants were not awarded. 



Teachers: The Most Vital Resource In Our Work 
to Educate Vermont Students

• Vermont has 10% fewer teachers than it did before the pandemic

• This reduction is the second highest in the nation

• The Vermont Agency of Education reports that the highest proportions of teachers on 
emergency and provisional licenses are in rural schools
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Appendix A
VSAC Services
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Vermont Programs for High 
Demand Occupations
Interest-free Forgivable Loans

• Vermont Nursing Forgivable Loan Incentive Program 

• Vermont Trades Scholarship

• Vermont National Guard Tuition Benefit

• Vermont Dentist Forgivable Loan Incentive Program 

• Vermont Mental Health Professional Forgivable Loan Incentive Program

• Vermont Teacher Forgivable Loan Incentive Program

• Vermont Dental Hygienist Forgivable Loan Incentive Program

• Vermont Nurse Faculty Loan Incentive Program

• Vermont Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Forgivable Loan Incentive 
Program2



Free Application for Federal Student Aid

FAFSA Challenges and VSAC’s Completion 
Campaign
Due to the Federal FAFSA Fiasco, as of May 1 of last year 
submissions for high school seniors nationwide were down 
by 11%; Vermont was down by 7% over the previous year.  
In response, VSAC applied and received a DOE grant and:

• Scheduled and facilitated 101 workshops and in-person 
events; 723 individuals participated

• Partnered with Vermont State University, the 
Community College of Vermont, and other schools to 
address the challenge.

• Created a media campaign: customized FAFSA toolkits, 
texting, social media, press outreach, digital ads, 
posters, advertising on radio and Front Porch Forum
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FAFSA is the gateway to financial aid.
• Federal grants such as the Pell grant 

• State grants like the Vermont Grant, administered by 
VSAC 

• Scholarships, including as a part of VSAC’s Unified 
Scholarship Application

• VTSU scholarships, UVM Promise, and Workforce 
Development 

• 802Opportunity for CCV, administered by VSAC

• Work-study, institutional aid, and more

• Federal Direct loans



Free Application for Federal Student Aid
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By the end of September, 17,528 students filed their FAFSA.
From May through September 2024, 6,148 students submitted their FAFSA—an increase of 
28% over the same period in 2023.



Research & Evaluation Informing Program & 
Policy
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• FY23 County Facts

• Advancement Grant 
Survey

• 802Opportunity

• Class of 2012 Report 
Series

• COVID-19 Impact on 
Students’ 
Higher Education Plans

https://www.vsac.org/about/research#vsac-by-the-numbers----statewide--by-county
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Legislature%20Resources/Vermont%20Advancement%20Grant%20Outcomes%20FY22.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Legislature%20Resources/Vermont%20Advancement%20Grant%20Outcomes%20FY22.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Legislature%20Resources/802Opportunity%20FY22.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/USE%20-%20Class%20of%202012%20Completion%20within%204%20years.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/USE%20-%20Class%20of%202012%20Completion%20within%204%20years.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/VSAC%20COVID-19%20JULY%20--%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/VSAC%20COVID-19%20JULY%20--%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vsac.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Research/VSAC%20COVID-19%20JULY%20--%20FINAL.pdf
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