VERMONT

FARM TO SCHOOL &
EARLY CHILDHOOD

NETWORK

Farm to School
Grows Healthy
Vermont Kids,

Farms & Families o oo

their food comes from is a treat for us. We love to
share what we do as dairy farmers.”

Vermont Leads the Way!

Vermont is a national leader, showing how we use
farm to school and early childhood programs to take
care of our children, farms, and families.

—Linda Stanley, Paul-Lin Dairy (Bakersfield)

* Vermont schools have increased their
purchase of local foods almost 10% in the
past 10 years—now, we have an average of
14% of purchases coming from local farms
and producers. That’s $3 million a year
staying in Vermont.

CLASSROOM

* 56% of early childhood providers serve
local food weekly. SCHOOL

* Over 150 Vermont farms sell to Vermont CAFETERIA COMMUNITY
schools and early childhood programs with
apples, maple syrup, ground beef, and dairy
products being the top products.

What is Farm to School & Early Childhood?

Farm to school and early childhood connects children with

local agriculture through food, education, and community
partnerships. Programs help schools and early childhood sites
serve local foods, teach hands-on lessons in agriculture and
nutrition, and build relationships with nearby farms.

The approach supports healthy eating habits, strengthens
the local agricultural economy, and creates experiential
learning opportunities that engage children in
understanding where food comes from and how it can
improve their bodies and their communities.

Over 14.5 million school meals (breakfast and

lunch) were served in Vermont schools last year, an
increase of 2.8 million since Universal School Meals were
established in 2022.



Spooj |p20o| Bulysiinou yum Buijood ysypids aioy « papulwijd Buiwbys yaunj
pup pwbyg . sassauUIsNq POO} puUD SWIDj |DIO] Buoujs « J0IADYSQ puD ‘@2UDpPUSHD
‘Yjjpay juapnys pasoidw « uinaj oy Apnau sjuapnys pabobugz :sawodnQ ay|

(005 $) swoaboud |paw

wpaboad
|DBW [00Yps 10y < |ooy2s pub siow.IDy 10y
snuaAal 1aj0al0) aAluadu| Buisoyding |p307

(M005$) wpiboid jubio
uswabpBbus mmm pooyp|iy) Alp3 g jooydg
juapnjs pup o} wupg papuny Ajng4

uoypdnyind |ooyds o} spooy

LEUN  wupy jo 9dh) pa3npoud sjuapnys [|p 10} S|PAIW
pasnanu] mDODt_> Or_h =JUowWLIdA 1 m_vOOr__"“w _UML0_>_=D

asoydind
o} Aypdod

porossnu J91980] SHJIOM
IIV 3] MOH

saylunyioddo
Buluipa| juapnys pup
s|paw jooyds ul
spooj |P20| aioW

*suoispap Buispydind siayy ul
JPuuanyul AyBiy,, 1o, [pyuanyul, st Buiinos |pdo|
PIOS pakaAins Jyojs 3JIAISS POOJ [OOYDS JUOWLIBA JO % /L

‘woiboud Junio ySD WAV VA 24t ybnoayy
SULIDJ JUOWISA 4G W04 S\YSD PAAISdal swpiboad jooyds-1oyp

pup swoaboud pooyp|iys A|4p2 90| ‘YZOT ©4 LZOT WOl
*Pooj P20 uo uol|jiw Z°|§ JaAo Buipuads AjaAld3||0 ‘wniboug
(147) @AyuadU| poo4 |P207 §,940)s Yy sapun Buispydind

|P20] %G1 ISP3] IV JO [9AS] P[OYSIY} P Y (SY4S) SAHLIOYND
OO} [ooyds JuoulaA Z| “UP3A [0oYds 7Z-EZ0T Y4 Y|

JUSWIISIAU] UO UINIRY

‘AIop sjuapnys
10§ pooy Bunndaud jayd awy-j|ny b ypm
|P20] %0¢ saspydind ‘Ajunoy sjjiown]
ul woiboud pooypjiyd Alups un
‘looyas abBD||IA uibjunow ay|
dnoiy Areurn) suosIy\
JagruRIy suorjerad( ‘pueIqep[TH qog—
-AUI0U000 [BOOT 81} UO 109]F0 JoT[dIj[nut
® SB{[ PUB JUOULIDA UT SurAe)s ST AGUOTN ‘SI0qUSTou
ano sproddns pooj 1eoo[ Sutseyound ‘puy ‘saores
PU® SIWNSU0D SUOTIJI] 191)9( dUI0I(] 0}
WAY) SAYILBI) PUL AWOU0ID [RIN)NILISE
[©90] 91} )1 SPIY S129UUOD POOJ [BIOT] “Te]
[9ARI] 0} pRY 1, USRY T USYM JOYSIIJ pUR
19930q ST POOJ 1]} JO A}1TenD a1} asnedaq
[eour o[qrssod 9s9q 9} SJUSPNYS SOALS 9]
{POOJ [BI0] 9AI3S S[OODS PTNOYS AT Mgy

*$90101[0 AY}[eaY 85BIN0OUS PUB

SPO0J MU 9ONPOIIUT SIS9} 9)SB], "SIUIPNIS [[B 10
S[eoW AU}[BAY 9UI0I9( SJUSTPALSUT 9SAY ], *SULIBT
Aqaeeu woay spooj yseay Sutdnq Aq Aurouoos

EIE BT <o ) _ J QHQ&@U

109K |ooypds siyy

aiow 9,60 Ajpspwixoiddp moib o} yppiy uo
21D pub ‘GZOT ©4 £TOT WO4y %78 Maib sajpg
*9JD§s Y} SSOIID S|OOYDS Ul PIAIIS SI )PIMPIDH
4sp3 Jo A1swpai) wopbury| wouy yinboL P07

"JUOWLI9A 10§ 94NJNJ 3INI3S POOY D P|ing PuUB
‘S3IUNWIWOD J23UU0d ‘AWou0d3 ayy Moib oy uoyipo)
Ajundag pooy oy} pup ‘aAypyiu| aslidisjug spun
BuDIOAN BY4 ‘DALDIIU| 9§D|d O} ULID] SU} YHM WapuDj Ul
sydom wniBoid pooypjiys A3 pup [00YdS Of WD INQ

JUSWIISIAU| UO UINIRY

Axouwres) wopsury ‘1oumQ
PNRYOTN Awage f—
«"978)S 91[1 IN0YINO0IY) S[00YIS 03 AITep [BIO]
Apddns 09 £31unjaoddo ey} pue }MOLS PanNuUIIu0D 0}
PJIeM.IO0J JOO[ 9M PUR ‘ULIRJ INO I0J POYIOM JBl[} JBULIOF
® UT $SoUIsN(q 1IN50A Ino moas 0} sn pamojre diysiasugied
STY,J, *SSOUISN( ULIB] PAUMO-JUOULIDA JINO 0} }S00( ©
u99(q sey weasoxd [00Y9S 0) ULIBY Y} Y)IM u:E.:SPu ’

*WO.IJ SOW0I POOF INO d1aym JYST[YSTY pue saT[Turef
o5eSue S1UAS AJTUNTWWOD PUB SJISTA ULIR] *SUOT}0UU0D

o i S 31 UNLUUIOY)

*SjUSpIdUI |DIOIADYS] PAsSDIIdBP
PUD ‘s3103s Yjpw paspaidul |0oYds JD SDUDPUIHD
pasoadwi Buimoys ‘uipa| of Appal 81p UaIp|IYd Paj-[|3/\ e

‘Buliojdxe pup Buluipa| 104 swooIssD|> J00p§No sp Buiales
SUSP.IDB |PUOLDINPS SADY S|OOYIS JUOWLISA JO % |8 o

*swniBoad uoyodnps pooyp|iys A|10S puD S|OOYIS JUOWLISA
99| O PIPIPMD U] JADY SJURIB £9¢ ‘9OOT 2UIS «

JUDWIISOAU| UO UJIN}ay
AKrequawa(y urerdurey)
I9YDRA, OPRIY) YLINO] ‘Y[R BZIZY —
. TUBAS[AI pUR [BaI SUTYIOUIOS 0UT SUTUIRS]
wIny A9y, *I0))RUI SPUSUIOW 9SO, *SOUIOT UMO ITOT[}
UT U90S 9A A1[} TROUI B Y00 .10 ‘dN0S © J0] so[qejodo
doypo ‘seo9eqod 9seadey] Aot} ueym dn JyS1] SuU0SSa|
[euorIper) ur 93eSua 0} A[SSNIIS OYM SIUIPN)S UIS A, [
*opLId JO 9SUSS ® SI01SO0J PUR ‘AJISOLIND SPIN( “Ioy}o509
sjuapnys Awr SSULIq 4] "10109UU0d [NFIomod © ST POo] %)

*BLI919JBI PUB AJTUNWIUIOD 81} 0JUT SUOSSI]
Pue)xe—FUTH00D WOOISSB]O PUB ‘Surie) SUTIISIA ‘Suap.Ies
Surjue[d oy I[—S8T1AT}OR UO-SPURY] ‘S308[qns ssoaoe Furures|

J0J 1X04U09 P[IOM-Teal ap1aotd m E oo.h w ww — o

(uoyBuijing) Aipjuswag
:_U_QED;U gcm_u:_m Yy ‘c_cu;wl

«Aliuasayip

41 noqp duiyy noK ‘wouy sawod
pooyj inok asaym mouy| nok
UsyM “10° am Apm sy} sabupyd
#15]Uly} | PUD ‘POOJ [DAJ DLW O}
s1 j1 3jdwis moy 9z1pal sw sppw
way} Bupjoo) *saliy Youaiy spow
pup saoypjod pajsaaipy ssopd
AW "Ydun| 1o} pLI9JOJ0 Y4 Ul

41 935 pup ‘uspanb [ooyds uno

Ul pooj UMO Ino Moub app ,




What Will 2030
Look Like When

Schools Reach Our
30% Local Foods Goal?

* $12 million stays in the Vermont food system.

* Every $1.00 spent on local food for school meals
contributes $1.60 to Vermont’s economy.

* Students will be well-fed, ready to learn, and
aware of opportunities for food systems careers.

When the national food chain was disrupted during
the pandemic, Vermont schools already had the
relationships to access local food and create a local
food security net. With continued effort toward
our 30% local goal by 2030, we will continue to
strengthen the Vermont food system.

Join Us! Expand
Farm to School to All
Vermont Communities

We’re working to strengthen and expand Vermont farm
to school and early childhood programs.

Farm-fresh school meals for all brings together the entire

community. To reach our goal, we are asking for level
base funding of $500,000 for two programs:

1. Farm to School & Early Childhood Grants are a
critical connector, bringing farmers and educators
together so that children and youth can experience
local food, have nutritious meals, and learn about
where their food comes from.

Goal: Level base funding of $500,000 for FY2027.

2. Local Foods Incentive for Schools provides districts
and supervisory unions with financial support for
feeding more Vermont kids fresh local food and
directing more dollars to Vermont farmers.

Goal: Level base funding of $500,000 for FY2027.

These programs work hand-in-hand with Universal
School Meals, so every Vermont student receives
the benefit of local nourishing meals.

“We want to serve the freshest
foods we can to our students. We
also want to support local farmers
and businesses as they support our
schools. Local foods come with a
higher cost, but the grant helps offset
that. It's good for communities, good
for kids — less processed, fewer added
ingredients, just fresh local food.”

~Valerie Hussey, Orleans Southwest
Supervisory Union Food Service Director

Learn more at

vermontfarmtoschool.org




