
Landlord Certificate Data 
Sec. 17 & Sec. 18 of H. 479

Jake Feldman, Senior Fiscal Analyst

Rebecca Sameroff, Deputy Commissioner

April 11th, 2025

Our mission is to serve Vermonters by administering our tax laws fairly and efficiently 
to help taxpayers understand and comply with their state tax obligations.

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/BILLS/H-0479/H-0479%20As%20Passed%20by%20the%20House%20Unofficial.pdf#page=27


In 2018, 25% of Renter Rebate claims were issued within 60 days
 

In 2024, 96% of Renter Credit claims were issued within 60 days

• The Renter Credit reform of 2021 achieved various policy goals that stakeholders had 
been asking for, significantly reduced paperwork for renters and landlords, and 
corrected some egregious confidentiality issues in the prior Renter Rebate program

• The purpose of the landlord certificate  is to collect the data needed for back-end 
verification of renter credit claims. The 2021 reform made the landlord certificate 
much easier, but Tax still denies too many credit each year because there’s no 
certificate on file. Adding unrelated survey fields to the form (as prescribed by Act 
181 of 2024, Sec. 98) would have made this issue worse, made more work for the 
department, and put the credits of low-income renters at risk

Important Background

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/Docs/ACTS/ACT181/ACT181%20As%20Enacted.pdf#page=150
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2024/Docs/ACTS/ACT181/ACT181%20As%20Enacted.pdf#page=150


    

Our Ask
Please continue to include the Sec. 17 and Sec. 18 language in your housing bill so 
Tax can continue to efficiently administer this program for Vermont’s low-income 
renters

What Do These Sections Do?
• Sec. 17 Repeals the language passed last year that added fields that were 

unrelated to the Renter Credit

• Sec. 18 Updates the language* to reflect the data is currently gathered for 
Renter Credit administration and gathers a few more pieces of data about rental 
properties requested by VHFA for the Housing Needs Assessment 

*language was developed in partnership with VHFA
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