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To: Senate Committee on Appropriations 
Cc: Sen. Anne Watson, Chair, Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy 
From: Janet Hurley, Chair, Land Use Review Board  
Date: April 6, 2026  
RE: FY 2027 Budget Request- Position Funding Source 

 

The Land Use Review Board appreciates the Legislature’s support of its FY 27 Budget. The 
budget supports the review of land use permitting applications, the implementation of the 
changes directed under Act 181, and the continued permitting support the Board staff 
provide to Vermonters.  

Request:  

The Board’s sole request- and only change from the Governor’s FY 27 budget - is to 
reallocate funds from its special fund to the Board’s general fund appropriation.1   
 
Specifically, the Board requests the following:  

 
Reallocate $136,117 to the Board’s General Fund appropriation from its Special 
Fund to fully fund the two existing roving District Coordinators through that 
source.   

 
These are important and critical positions to provide efficient permitting services to 
Vermonters. A general fund appropriation will be more consistent with the funding of other 
Board positions and better structure the Board’s budget recognizing the uncertainty of its 
special fund revenues (yet continuing services required) during the implementation of Act 
181. This is a critical time to have full program support.  
 
Background:  

As you are aware, the Legislature granted the Board two roving coordinator positions in 
2025. These positions have been critical to consistent and expedient Act 250 permitting.   

Given the Board’s impetus to fully utilize the remaining ARPA funds attached to those 
positions, we requested, and the legislature appropriated general fund (1/2) and ARPA 
funds (1/2) to cover those positions last year (FY26).  

 
1 No further appropriations are sought, unless any proposed legislation amends the Board’s responsibilities. 
For instance, if legislative proposals for Board to conduct additional outreach to property owners potentially 
affected by Tier 3 areas, the Board would require additional appropriations. 
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For FY 27, ARPA funds will no longer be available. The Governor’s recommended budget 
includes full funding for these from the Board’s special fund (1/2) and general fund (1/2) for 
these positions.   

Given the uncertainty of our special fund (supported by Act 250 fees) and the importance 
of these positions in moving permits expeditiously, the Board’s request is that the 
legislature continue to fund the roving District Coordinator positions through a more 
stable general fund appropriation.  

 

Please contact me at janet.hurley@vermont.gov or (802) 480-1850 with any questions or 
for additional information. 

  


