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Sec. C.113  2022 Acts and Resolves No. 185, Sec. B.1100, as amended by 

2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78, Sec. C.115 and 2024 Acts and Resolves No. 

87, Sec. 49, is further amended to read: 

Sec. B.1100  FISCAL YEAR 2023 ONE-TIME GENERAL FUND  

                     APPROPRIATIONS  

* * * 

(b)  $11,000,000 is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department 

of Public Safety for regional dispatch funding.  The funds are subject to the 

following conditions: 

* * * 

(3)(A)  $2,490,000.00 shall be immediately available to the Department 

of Public Safety for a grant to create and implement the Regional 

Communications System Upgrade Project to enable the Capital Fire simulcast 

dispatch cell as shown in the Vermont Public Safety Communications System 

Design Concept and Recommendations report of January 2026. 

(B)  The grant shall only be issued to the Central Vermont Regional 

Planning Commission and as the fiscal agent for the Capital Fire simulcast 

dispatch cell if, in the determination of the Department of Public Safety and 

the Public Safety Communications Task Force, the pilot project shall position 

the State positively for implementing a statewide simulcast emergency 

communications system and shall allow the State to prove that the desired 
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vision is not only possible but also practical and serve to gain stakeholder buy-

in when implementing change on a larger scale.  The pilot project shall enable 

the standards authority to make iterative improvements and adjust option 

parameters based on lessons learned during the pilot project, increasing the 

odds for long-term success. 

(C)  To obtain the grant funding described in this subdivision (3), the 

Planning Commission shall first submit a pilot project proposal on or before 

October 2, 2026, that includes, to the satisfaction of the Department and Task 

Force:  

(i)  full designs and engineering plans for an initial construction 

date in 2027;   

(ii)  detailed descriptions of project phases, goals, and benchmarks, 

and how these are met; 

(iii)  detailed descriptions of project budgeting, including 

mechanisms for tracking of expenses, record maintenance, and auditing of 

project finances, a cost quote from a qualified contractor as part of the budget, 

and a showing of how the cost-sharing requirement described in subdivision 

(D) of this subdivision (3) will be met; and 

(iv)  an explanation of how the pilot project aligns with and 

furthers the development of a statewide public safety communications system 



(Draft No. 2.12 – H.951) Page 3 of 4 

5/28/2026 - TPD - 3:20 PM 

 

 

VT LEG #389782 v.2 

as reported by the Public Safety Communications Task Force, as established 

by 2023 Acts and Resolves No. 78, Sec. C.114. 

(D)  To obtain the grant funding described in this subdivision (3), the 

Planning Commission shall first agree that it will be responsible for 30 percent 

of the project costs and provide proper documentation that it is able to finance 

its share of project costs, in its entirety, prior to commencing any phase of the 

project or expending any grant funds awarded by the Department.   

(E)  $50,000.00 shall be immediately available to the Department of 

Public Safety to hire a technical consultant to evaluate the pilot project 

proposal requirements described in subdivision (C) of this subdivision (3). 

(F)  If the Planning Commission satisfies the conditions of 

subdivisions (B)–(E) of this subdivision (3), the Department shall issue the 

grant to the Planning Commission on or before November 2, 2026. 

(G)  The Department shall report on or before January 31, 2027, and 

again on or before January 31, 2028, to the House Committees on 

Appropriations and on Government Operations and Military Affairs and to the 

Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Government Operations with 

details pertaining to the progress of the project, including grant funds 

dispensed, and detailed descriptions of project phases, goals, and benchmarks, 

and how these have or have not been met. 
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(H)  It is the intent of the General Assembly that this Regional 

Communications System Upgrade Project be a pilot project that shall enable 

the State to determine an effective and efficient manner in which to implement 

similar projects in other regions of the State, with the ultimate goal of building 

a statewide public safety communications system. 

(4)  Any remaining amounts not obligated pursuant to subdivisions (1) 

and, (2), and (3) of this subsection shall remain unobligated and unexpended 

until approval to expend the funds is authorized by further enactment of the 

General Assembly. 

* * * 

 


