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According to the USDA’s NRCS Soil Survey, Vermont Has 

Almost 1 Million Acres of Prime Agricultural Soils



CPG Applications from 2023 to 2025 for Solar Projects Qualified 

to Meet Vermont’s In-State Renewable Energy Requirements : 

 47 acres of prime agricultural soils where within the area of 

disturbance for solar arrays 150kW-500kW 

 371 acres of prime agricultural soils where within the area of 

disturbance for solar arrays 500kW-5MW

Land located within the “Area of Disturbance” can still be used for 

agricultural purposes

As context, according to the 2022 USDA Agriculture Census from 2017-22, 

Vermont lost 19,547 acres of “land in farms”- an average of 3,909 acres 

per year.



American Farmland Trust Modeling Predicts 41,200 Acres of 

Agricultural Land Will Be Converted to Development in Vermont  

by 2040 Versus 1,200 Acres for Solar



When Vermont Deploys Solar, We Help Displace Natural Gas Burning Plants

New England relies on 64 baseload 

natural gas plants none of which are 

not located in Vermont but in low 

income and minority communities in 

all other New England States. 

These plants are typically 60 acres in 

size covers Montpelier from National 

Life to the Statehouse to the Library 

to Shaws and back to National Life



Net Metering Helps Preserve Vermont’s Open Spaces

Net Metering in Vermont is limited to on site production only- either on a rooftop or 

in backyards or otherwise very close to an existing structure

In 2025, there were 5 CPG applications for net metered roof-mounted systems 

150kW-500kW

You could offset a 5 MW solar array with approximately 5 additional 400 kW 

commercial projects and 150 additional 20 kW residential projects.

Please support S.170 introduced by Senator Anne Watson to help make net metering 

more affordable for more people


