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Final Proposeé#iling- Coversheet
Instructions:

In accordance with Title 3 Chapter 25 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and the
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be considered complete upon filing and acceptance of these forms with the Office of
the Scretary of Statggndthe Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules

All forms shall ke submitted at the Office of the Secretary of State, no later than 3:30
pm on the last scheduled day of the work week.

The data provided in text areas of these forms will be used to generate a notice of
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record if the rule is marked for publication. Publication of notices will be charged

backto the promulgating agency.

PLEASE REMOVE ANY COVERSHEET OR FORM NOT
REQUIRED WITH THE CURRENT FILING BEFORE DELIVERY !

Certification Statement: As the adopting Authority of this rule (see 3 V.S.A. § 801
(b) (11) for a definition), | approve the contents of this filing entitled

2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

/sl Landon Wheeler .on 9/1 7/2025
(signature) (date)
Printed Name and Title:
Landon Wheeler - Deputy Director
RECEIVED BY:
.. Coversheet

.. Adopting Page

.. Economic Impact Analysis

.. Environmental Impact Analysis

.. Strategy for Maximizing Public Input

.. Scientific Information Statement (if applicable)

.. Incorporated by Reference Statement (if applicable)

.. Clean text of the rule (Amended text without annotation)
... Annotated text (Clearly marking changes from previous rule)
.. ICAR Minutes

.. Copy of Comments

.. Responsiveness Summary
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Administrative Procedures
Final Proposed FilingtCoversheet

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. PROPOSED NUMBER ASSIGNED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE
25P022

3. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

4. PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON:
(A PERSON WHO IS ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONTENT OF THE RULE

Name:Landon Wheeler

Agency:Division of Fire Safety

Mailing Address45 State Drive Waterbury, VT 05671
TelephoneB802- 479- 7566 Fax:802-479- 7562
E-Mail: Landon.Wheeler@vermont.gov

WebURL (WHERE THE RULE WILL BE POSTED
https://firesafety.vermont.gov/

5. SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON:

(A SPECIFIC PERSON FROM WHOM COPIES OF FILINGS MAY BE REQUESTED OR WHO MAY

ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT FORMS SUBMITTED FOR FILING IF DIFFERENT FROM THE
PRIMARYCONTACTPERSON.

Name:Michael Desrochers

Agency:Division of Fire Safety

Mailing Address45 State Drive Waterbury, VT 05671
TelephoneB802- 479- 7566 Fax:802-479- 7562
E-Mail: landon.wheeler@vermont.gov

6. RECORDS EXEMPTION INCLUDED WITHIN RULE:

(DOES THE RULE CONTAIN ANY PROVISION DESIGNATING INFORMATION AS CONFIDENTIAL

LIMITING ITS PUBLIC RELEASEOROTHERWISEEXEMPTING IT FROM INSPECTION AND
COPYING?) No

IF YES, CITE THE STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THE EXEMPTION:
N/A
PLEASE SUMMARIZE THE REASON FOR THE EXEMPTION:
N/A
7. LEGAL AUTHORITY / ENABLING LEGISLATION:

(THE SPECIFIC STATUTORY OR LEGAL CITATION FROM SESSION LAW INDICATING WHO THE

ADOPTINGENTITY IS AND THUS WHO THE SIGNATORY SHOULD BEHISSHOULDBEA
SPECIFICCITATIONNOTA CHAPTERCITATION).

Revisedlanuary10, 2023 page2



Administrative Procedures
Final Proposed FilingtCoversheet

20 V.S.A. 88 2677, 2731, 2757, 2882, 2757, 2901

8. EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF
THE AGENCY:
The Vermont Department of Public Safety - Division of
Fire Safety is the primary State entity charged with
the construction and protection of buildings from the
risk of fire, explosion, hazardous materials, dangerous
structural conditions, carbon monoxide poisoning or
structural collapse.

9. THE FILING HAS CHANGED SINCE THE FILING OF THE PROPOSED
RULE.

10. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED WITH THIS FILING A LETTER
EXPLAINING IN DETAIL WHAT CHANGES WERE MADE, CITING CHAPTER
AND SECTION WHERE APPLICABLE.

11. SUBSTANTIAL ARGUMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS WERE NOT
RAISED FOR OR AGAINST THE ORIGINAL PROPOSAL.

12. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED COPIES OF ALL WRITTEN
SUBMISSIONS AND SYNOPSES OF ORAL COMMENTS RECEIVED.

13. THE AGENCY HAS INCLUDED A LETTER EXPLAINING IN DETAIL
7+( 5($6216 )25 7+( $*(1&<76 '(&,6,21 72 5(-(&7 25 $".
THEM.

14. CONCISE SUMMARY (150WORDS ORLESY):

The 2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

establishes the minimum standards to protect the public

from the risks of fire, explosion, hazardous materials,
dangerous structural conditions and carbon monoxide

poisoning  within public buildings . These amended rules
provide updates and incorporate more recent editions of

the same national codes and standards that are

currently adopted. These rules include requirements for

the addition of carbon monoxide detection in some

occupancies, protection of lithium ion batteries,

building energy storage systems, escape window

clarifications, sprinkler system requirment

modifications, and the incl usion of grab bars to

prevent slips and falls. These amendments are also
intended to provide clarity of the intent of currently
adopted codes & standards and to Incorporate existing

interim operational guidance.
15. EXPLANATION OF WHY THE RULE IS NECESSARY:
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16.

17.

Technical codes and standards are being updated to
improve coordination of regulations and permits with
national standards, and attempt to recognize emerging
technology that gives designers and builders more

options and alternatives. Updated codes also res pond to
national fire and loss data to require additional code
requirements, create options, or in some cases

eliminate requirements that are deemed to be

ineffective or unnecessary . These rules include
requirement s for the addition of carbon monoxide
detection in some occupancies, protection of lithium

ion batteries, and the inclusion of grab bars to
prevent slips and falls. Data has shown that the risks
associated with lithium ion battery fires and carbon

monoxide, provide a significant risk to the public and
first responders . The Division also identified the
significant injury rates associated with slips and

falls resulting in emergency room visits.

EXPLANATION OF HOW THE RULE IS NOT ARBITRARY:
These rules do not single out any particular entity (s) ,
individual or corporation . These rules apply a fair and
unbiased application of the Vermont Fire & Building

Safety code to all entities within the State of Vermont

that are subject to the application of the National
Fire Protection Association - Life Safety Code,
International Building Code and the Fire Code. All the
aforementioned standards are recognized across the

United States and are utilized as a minimum basis of

protection by many states

LIST OF PEOPLE, ENTERPRISES AND GOVERNMENT ENTITIES
AFFECTED BY THIS RULE:

These rules affect several governmental and private
entities which include , but are not limited to the
following: general contractors, general public,

builders, for profit and non - profit developers,

business owners, churches, private clubs, state

owned/leased buildings, fire and rescue services,
engineers & architects, municipal government
organizations, Vermont Landlords Association, Vermont
Realtors Association, Vermont Human Rights Commission,
Vermont Center for Independent Living, Agency of
Commerce and Community Development , American Institute
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18.

19.
20.

of Architects, Associated General Contractors, Vermont
Chamber of Commerce, Department of Buildings & General

Services, Department for Children and Families,
Department of Aging & Independent Living and The
Division for Historic Preservation. Several entities

are exempt ed from this rule and include single family
owner occupied homes, small working farms, registered
day care facilities and some home businesses.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF ECONOMICMPACT (150WORDS ORLESS:

This rule is designed to reduce economic impact while
providing built - in protection to reduce loss of life,

injury, property and to reduce the economic impact from

fire, wind, snow in public places. Many businesses and
resident ia | properties that have a fire do not re - open
further contributing to the negative economic impact.

Loss of  residential structures from fire or structural

failure further contribute to the increase in housing

scarcity across the State. Incorporating modern codes

and technologies into building construction creates

building resiliency and improves sustainability . This
code is adopted to provide minimum safety  requirements
to include the addition of carbon monoxide detection

systems in schools and other occupancies as well as the
inlcusion of grab bars to prevent injury from slips and
falls. These changes often realize reductions in
insurance  and reduce  owner liability resulting from
injury litigation.

A HEARING WASHELD.

HEARING INFORMATION
(THE FIRST HEARING SHALL BE NO SOONER THABODAYS FOLLOWING THE POSTING OF
NOTICES ONLINE).

|F THIS FORM IS INSUFFICIENT TO LIST THE INFORMATION FOR EACHEARING, PLEASE
ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET TO COMPLETE THE HEARING INFORMATIQN

Date: 7/25/2025
Time: 09:00 AM

Street AddressAlumni Hall - 20 Auditorium Hill, Barre
City, VT

Zip Code: 05641

URL for Virtual:
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t -
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21.

59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FI%2Fm

eetup -

join%2F19%253ameeting_ NmYyODkzMTktOGFmZiO0YTU2LWIXODMtM
MRjNzhhOTk4NmMVi%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%252
2Tid%2522%253a%252220b4933b - baad - 433c - 9¢02 -
70edcc7559¢6%2522%252¢%25220id%2522%253a%2 522f2a98f94 -
150c - 4576 - ada7 -
ed322cad4fal%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CBenjamin.Moffatt%
40vermont.gov%7Cc2354f3c8ed449d1b80708ddaa73192b%7C20b4
933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C6388541335273197
81%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eUlhcGkiOnRydWUslIIYi
OilwLjAuM DAwWMCIsIIAIOIJXaW4zMilslkFOIjoiTWFpbClslldUljo
yfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z1Tv%2Fh8US66WJ4icPu%2Ftrn
ViOaldj7NmyNfmVButddY%3D&reserved=0

Date:

Time: AM
Street Address:

Zip Code:

URL for Virtual:

Date:

Time: AM
Street Address:

Zip Code:

URL for Virtual:

Date:

Time: AM
Street Address:

Zip Code:

URL for Virtual:

DEADLINE FOR COMMENT (NO EARLIER THAN 7 DAYS FOLLOWING LAST HEARING):

8/5/2025

KEYWORDS (PLEASE PROVIDE AT LEAST3 KEYWORDS OR PHRASES TO AID IN THE
SEARCHABILITY OF THE RULE NOTICE ONLINE.
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Final Proposed FilingtCoversheet

Fire Code

Vermont fire safety

Building codes

National Fire Protection Association
International Building Code Vermont
Smoke alarm requirements
Carbon nonoxide alarms
Division of Fire Safety

Grab bars

building energy storage
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Adopting Page

Instructions:

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process:

Note: To satisfy the requirement for an annotated text, an agency must submit the entire
rule in annotated form with proposed and final proposed filings. Filing an annotated
paragraph or page of a larger rule is not sufficient. Annotation must cleéarlythe
changes to the rule.

Whenpossible the agency shall file the annotated text, using the appropriate page or
pages from the Code of Vermont Rules as a basis for the annotated version. New rules
need not be accompanied by an annotated text.

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Departmentof Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

3. TYPE OF FILING PLEASE CHOOSE THE TYPE OF FILING FROM THE DROPDOWN MENU
BASED ON THE DEFINITIONS PROVIDED BELQW

x AMENDMENT - Any change to an already existing rule,
even if it is a complete rewrite of the rule, it is considered
an amendment the rule is replaced with other text.

X NEW RULE - A rule that did not previously exist even under
a different name.

X REPEAL - The removal of a rule in its entirety, without
replacing it with other text.

This filing is AN AMENDMENT OF AN EXISTING RULE

4. LAST ADOPTED fLEASE PROVIDE THEOS_OGH, TITLE ANDEFFECTIVE DATE OF
THELAST ADOPTION FOR THE EXISTING RULE

2015 VERMONT FIRE AND BUILDING SAFETY CODE, SOS Log #
16- 036, Effective 10/10/2016
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Economic Impact Analysis

Instructions:

In completing the economic impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates the
anticipated costs and benefits to be expected from adoption of the rule; estimates the
costs and benefits for each category of people enterprises and government entities
affeded by the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; and explains their
analysis concluding that rulemaking is the most appropriate method of achieving the
regulatory purposdf no impacts aranticipated, SOHDVH VSHFLI\ 31R LPSC
DOQWLFLEPWHG  LQ

Rules affecting or regulating schools or school districts must include cost implications
to local school districts and taxpayers in the impact statement, a clear statement of
associated costs, and consideration of alternatives to the rule to reduceiaragenel
costs to local school districts while still achieving the objectives of the rule (see 3
V.S.A. 8§ 832b for details).

Rules affecting small businesses (excluding impacts incidental to the purchase and
payment of goods and services by the State or an agency thereof), must include ways
that a business can reduce the cost or burden of compliance or an explanation of why
the DJHQF\ GHWHUPLQHVY WKDW VXFK HYDOXDWLRQ LV
creative, innovative or flexible methods of compliance that would not significantly
impair the effectiveness of the rule or increase the risk to the health, safety, or welfare
of the public or those affected by the rule.

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Departmentof Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

3. CATEGORY OF AFFECTED PARTIES:
LIST CATEGORIES OF PEOPLENTERPRISESAND GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES POTENTIALLY
AFFECTED BY THE ADOPTION OF THIS RULE AND THE ESTIMATED COSTS AND BENEFITS
ANTICIPATED

The Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code provides

minimum safety in public buildings including multi -
family and rented dwellings. This code does not apply
to single family owner occupied dwellings or most

agricultural buildings, registered child care homes,

accessory apartments that are not rented , orsmallin -
home businesses.
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Economic Impact Analysis

Some examples of affected parties include, but are not

limited to: g eneral contractors, general public,

builders, for profit and non - profit developers,
business owners, churches, private clubs, state

owned/leased buildings, fire and rescue services,

engineers & architects, municipal government

organizations, Vermont Landlords Association, Vermont

Human Rights Commission, Vermont Center for Independent

Living, Division of Historic Preservation, American

Institute of Architects, Associated General

Contractor s, Vermont Chamber of Commerce, Department of
Buildings & General Services, Department of Children &
Families, Department of Aging & Independent Living,

Under these rules architects, contractors and

developers are afforded the use of the most current

codes available. It allows the most current changes in
technologies for materials and design /building
practices. This code is adopted to provide minimum

requirements for new public buildings and requirements

for building operation and maintenance of existing

buildings. The proposed codes are updated codes

currently in use (currently 2015 editions moving t 0
2021). There are some deletions and additions in the

pr oposed rule as well as clarifying language to better
facilitate the administration of the rules

Some updated sections of th Is rule are designed to
clarify requirements for the user/designer, such as the

matrix near the front of the rule to assist in the
design of a project as well matrix's to assist owners

to identify the needs for smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms and the locations where they need to be

installed. We also added a reference standards section

to better outline changes made to our adopted standards

as referenced by the life safety code, fire code and

buil ding code.

4. IMPACT ON SCHOOLS:
INDICATE ANY IMPACT THAT THE RULE WILL HAVE ON PUBLIC EDUCATONBLIC
SCHOOLSLOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS ANDR TAXPAYERS CLEARLY STATING ANY
ASSOCIATED COSTS

Impacts on schools will be minimal with the only major
change being the addition of Carbon Monoxide detection.
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Carbon monoxide  poisoning  and the associated long term

effects of low - level exposure, can be detrimental to
the developing brain. The rule change seeks to add a n
additional alarm in common areas adjacent to mechanical

spaces containing fuel fired equipment and in any rooms

where students may occupy where there is fuel burning

equipment present .  Single station Carbon Monoxide
alarms (detectors) range in cost from $50 - 70.00 per
device.

5. ALTERNATIVES: CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES TO THE RULE TO REDUCE OR
AMELIORATE COSTS TO LOCAL SCHODISTRICTSNVHILE STILL ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVE
OF THE RULE

The addition of carbon monoxide detection devices is

the only effective measure to detect and alert

individuals to the presence of carbon monoxide. No
reasonable alternatives can be made to the installation
of a detection device in the additional locations

6. IMPACT ON SMALL BUSINESSES:
INDICATE ANY IMPACT THAT THE RULE WILL HAVE GMALL BUSINESSE$EXCLUDING
IMPACTS INCIDENTAL TO THE PURCHASE AND PAYMENT OF GOODS AND SERVICES BY THE
STATE OR ANAGENCY THEREOF,

Small businesses  will not be adversely  affected by the
adoption of these updated rules. The adoption of the
updated codes and standards under these rules make no
significant changes to existing business  occupancies.
Updated codes and standards allow additional safeguards

and alternatives to compliance which can redu ce costs
to owners. New businesses, or existing businesses

undergoin g significant renovations, will be required to

add additional fall  safety measures in showers and
bathrooms to reduce slips and falls. Many businesses do
not provide bathing facilities, and as a result will

not be affected by the implementation of these rules.

Business will also be affected by the installation of

additional carbon monoxide detection devices . However,
we expect the economic impact to be minimal as devices
are permitted to be stand - alone are not required to be

monitored by a fire alarm system.
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7. SMALL BUSINESS COMPLIANCE:EXPLAIN WAYS A BUSINESS CAN REDUCE THE
COSTBURDEN OF COMPLIANCE OR AN EXPLANATION OF WHY THE AGENCY DETERMINES
THAT SUCH EVALUATION IS§ APPROPRIATE

Many businesses do not provide bathing facilities, and

as a result will not be adversely affected by the

implementation of these rules. Bathing facilities (tubs
& showers) are also not mandated by the plumbing codes

for business occupancies and thus owners can simply

omit showers and tub installations in lieu of the
additional costs . Current ADA regulations currently
mandate the installation of grab bars in bathrooms

surrounding toilets. Existing business owners will not
be financially affected by these changes as they will

only apply to new occupancies if the owners wishes to
provide bathing facilities.

8. COMPARISON:
COMPARE THE IMPACT OF THE RULE WITH THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF OTHER
ALTERNATIVES TO THE RULENCLUDING NO RULE ON THE SUBJECT OR A RULE HAVING
SEPARATE REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL BUSINESS
There are no comparable alternatives to the
installation of grab bars in tubs and showers. Grab
bars can be easily installed in new tubs and showers,
many of which are provided with integral blocking

installed by the manufacturers in the surrounds . Since
the blocking is provided from the factory, the

installation costs are relatively minor. Conversely the
costs of emergency room healthcare visits, can create a

significant expense for owners and insurance providers.

9. SUFFICIENCY:DESCRIBE HOW THE ANALYSIS WAS CONDUC;TIBENTIFYING
RELEVANT INTERNAL ANDR EXTERNAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION USED
The Division solicited emergency department data from
the Vermont Department of Health, which showed a
significant number of emergency department visits
and/or  hospitalizations resulting from slips and falls
in showers and tubs.
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Environmental Impact Analysis

Instructions:

In completing the environmental impact analysis, an agency analyzes and evaluates
the anticipated environmental impacts (positive or negative) to be expected from
adoption of the rule; compares alternatives to adopting the rule; explains the
sufficiency ofthe environmental impact analysino impacts are anticipated, please
VSHFLI\ 31R LPSDFW DQWLFLSDWHG” LQ WKH ILHOG

Examples of Environmental Impacts include but are not limited to:

Impacts on the emission of greenhouse gases
Impacts on the discharge of pollutants to water
Impacts on the arability of land

Impacts on the climate

Impacts on the flow of water

Impacts on recreation

Or other environmental impacts

X X X X X X X

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Departmentof Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

3. GREENHOUSE GASEXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS THE EMISSION OF
GREENHOUSE GASHE.G. TRANSPORTATION OF PEOPLE OR GOQEBS/ILDING
INFRASTRUCTURELAND USE AND DEVELOPMENWASTE GENERATIONETC.):
The National Codes regulating building and fire
protection have sought to integrate the newest
technologies aimed at reducing the environmental
footprint of both new and existing buildings. For
example, the use of non - chloroflourinated refrigerants,
reduce d water consumption fixtures, and energy
efficient wall and window assemblies. Energy storage
systems (on - site battery storage) are also being
integrated into many buildings and are being recognized
and permitted by the model codes adopted under these
rule s. Thes e rules should have the effect of further
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reducing the greenhouse gas emissions  associated with
building construction, and should not cause any
increases.

4. WATER: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS WATERG. DISCHARGH ELIMINATION OF
POLLUTION INTOVERMONT WATERSHE FLOW OF WATER IN THE STATWATER QUALITY
ETC.):

These rules pertain to the construction of new

buildings and the maintenance  and protection of

existing buildings. As such, they do not have an effect
on water discharge or affect water quality or

stream/river flows.

5. LAND: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTIAND (E.G. IMPACTS ON FORESTRY
AGRICULTURE ETQ:
These rules do not alter or affect land use
development or negatively impact the forestry or
agricultural industry . These rules do not apply to
forestry operations and specifically exempt most on -
farm agricultural operations.

6. RECREATION:EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACSRECREATION IN THE STATE
There is no impact on recreation created by the
adoption of these rules.

7. CLIMATE: EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACTS THE CLIMATE IN THE STATE
These rules adopt modern standards and technologies
aimed at reducing the impacts on climate created by our

State's  building infrastructure. The adoption of the
most recent codes and standards should create a
significant reduction in the emission  of climate

damaging greenhouse gasses.

8. OTHER:EXPLAIN HOW THE RULE IMPACT OTHER ASPECTSVERMONT$
ENVIRONMENT
There will be no additional impacts on Vermont's
environment  cre at ed by the implementation of these
rules.

9. SUFFICIENCY:DESCRIBE HOW THE ANALYSIS WAS CONDUCTIBENTIFYING
RELEVANT INTERNAL ANIDR EXTERNAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION USED
Division of Fire Safety personnel routinely monitor and
are trained on emerging trends and new technologies in
the building industry. The considerations made with
regards to the climatic impact of these rules were
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informed by our industry partners as well as trade
magazines and external stakeholders
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Public InputMaximization Plan

Instructions:

Agencies are encouraged to hold hearings as part of their strategy to maximize the
involvement of the public in the development of rules. Please complete the form
EHORZ E\ GHVFU L Edtratdgyibrkndximdidimy@ublid§ Mput(what it did do,

or will do to maximize the involvement of the public

This form must accompany each filing made during the rulemaking process:

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Departmentof Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

3. PLEASE DESCRIBE THE$ * (1 & < {STRATEGY TO MAXIMIZE PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSERULE,
LISTING THE STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE TAKEN TO
COMPLY WITH THAT STRATEGY:

The Division of Fire Safety has been working to develop

the proposed rule for many years soliciting and
implementing significant input from our construction

and fire protection stakeholders. The Division has
presented these rules to the Vermont Fire Service, our

municipal inspection partners , partner State agencies
and interdepartmental staff to ensure these rules

achieve the desired  outcomes of providing a minimum
level of public safety while maintaining a cost
effective approach to construction within the State.
The proposed rule documents will also be published on

our Division website, and shared on our multiple social

media channels/platforms. Hard copies of the proposed
rules will be provided at each of our four (4) regional

offices for members of the public to review.

4. BEYOND GENERAL ADVERTISEMENTS, PLEASE LIST THE PEOPLE AND
ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN OR WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROPOSED RULE:
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Public Input
The Vermont Fire Service, Vermont Fire Alarm
Installers, Vermont Sprinkler Installers, American
Institute of Architects (AIA Vermont), Department of
Public Service, Vermont Fuel Dealers Association, VT
Coalition of Fire & Rescue Services, Division of
Historic Preservation, American Institute of

Architects, Associated General Contractors, Ver mont
Chamber of Commerce,V  ermont Department of Buildings &
General Services, Department for Children and Families

Agency of Commerce and Community Development, Agency of
Transportation
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Incorporation by Reference

THIS FORM IS ONLY REQUIRED WHEN INCORPORATING MATERIALS
BY REFERENCE. PLEASE REMOVE PRIOR TO DELIVERY IFIT
DOESNOT APPLY TO THIS RULE FILING :

Instructions:

In completing the incorporation by reference statement, an agency describes any
materials that are incorporated into the rule by referandehow to obtain copies.

This form is only required when a rule incorporates materials by referencing another
source without reproducing the text within the rule itself (federalor national
standards, or regulations).

Incorporated materials will bmaintained and available for inspectioptheAgency:.

1. TITLE OF RULE FILING:
2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code

2. ADOPTING AGENCY:
Departmentof Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety

3. DESCRIPTION(DESCRIBE THE MATERIALS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

The national model codes regulating life safety,

building construction, boiler & pressure vessel

inspection and the building codes regulating existing

buildings are used as the framework for the development

of these rules. Modifications to each of the adop ted
standards are made using the rulemaking process to

better align with the building construction industry in

Vermont.

4. FORMAL CITATION OF MATERIALS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE:
Life Safety Code, NFPA 101, 2021 Edition

Fire Code, NFPA 1, 2021 edition
National Board Inspection Code, (NBIC) 2021 edition
International Building Code, (IBC) 2021 edition

Revisedlanuary 102023 pagel



Administrative Procedures
Incorporation by Reference

International Existing Building Code, (IEBC) 2021
edition

5. OBTAINING COPIES:(EXPLAINWHERETHE PUBLIC MAY OBTAIN THEIATERIAL(S) IN
WRITTEN OR ELECTRONIEORM,AND AT WHAT COST

Paper copies of the adopted codes and standards are
available for review at each of our four (4) regional
offices upon request by the public. NFPA and ICC
Documents may also be purchased or reviewed for free
electronically.

Free Online Viewing: ALL National Fire Protection

Association Codes (NFPA) codes and standards adopted
under these rules: https://www.nfpa.org/for -
professionals/codes - and - standards/list - of - codes - and-
standards/free - access

Free Online Viewing: ALL International Codes Council

(ICC) codes and standards adopted under these rules:
https://codes.iccsafe.org/codes?category=lI - Codes.
National Board Inspection Code - 2021: This standard is

not available for free viewing online. Copies can be
purchased for: $325.00 for a set.

Hard Copies Of the adopted codes canbe purchased for
the following amounts: Life Safety Code, NFPA 101 -
2021 edition: $168.00, Fire Code, NFPA 1 - $163.00,
International Building Code - 2021:%$203.00

Websites for purchasing: National Fire Protection
Association Codes:https://www.nfpa.org/For -

Professionals/Codes - and - Standards/Buy - Codes- and-
Standards, International Building Codes:
https://shop.iccsafe.org/international - codes/2021 -
international - building - coder.html

6. MODIFICATIONS (PLEASE EXPLAIN ANY MODIFICATION TO THE INCORPORATED
MATERIALS E5., WHETHER ONLY PART OF THE MATERIAL IS ADOPTED AND IF\8BICH
PART(S)ARE MODIFIED):

The referenced standards adopted under these rules are
modified part as listed in Sections 3 through 7 of

these rules. Modifications in part to these standards

are denoted by "delete & replace". Additions to these
standards, are denoted by "add".

Revisedlanuary 102023 page2



State of Verm ont

Department of Public Safety

45 State Drive

Waterbury, Vermont 05671-2101
www.dps. vermont.gov

MEMO

To: Sarah Copeland Hanzas, Secretary of State

From: Jennifer Morrison, Commissioneiermont Department of Public Safety
Date: June 16, 2025

Subject: Signatory Authority for Purposes éluthorizing Administrative Rules

| herebydesignatd.andonA. Wheeler,DeputyDirector, Division of Fire Safetyassignatoryto fulfill
the dutiesof the Commissioneof Public Safetyasthe adoptingauthorityfor the 2025VermontFire &
Building SafetyCodeadministrativaule asrequiredby Vermont'sAdministrativeProcedureéct, 3.
V.S.A§801et

seq.

JenniferMorrison
Commissioner

CC: MichaelDesrocherstExecutiveDirector
LandonWheeler £DeputyDirector

Commissioner  Tel 802 244 -8718 FAX 802 241-5377 Director Vermont State Police Tel 802 244-7345 FAX 802 241-5551Director
Criminal Justice Services Tel 802 244-8786 FAX 802 241-5557 Director Vermont Emergency Management Tel 802 244-8721
FAX 802 241-5556 Legal Counsel Tel 802 244-6941 FAX 802 241-5377 Internal Affairs Tel 802 244-5194 FAX 802 2415377
Administrative Services Tel 802 244-8763 FAX 802 241-5553 Director of Fire Safety Tel 802 479-7561 FAX 802 4797562



Vermont Agency of Administration

Interagency Committee on
Administrative Rules (ICAR) Minutes

Date/Time: June 9, 2025, 2:00 PM
Location : Virtually via Microsoft Teams

Members Present: Chair Nick Kramer, Diane Sherman, Jared Adler,
Jennifer Mojo, John Kessler, and Natalie Weill

Members Absent: Michael Obuchowski, and Nicole Dubuque

Minutes By: Melissa Mazza-Paquette

* 2:01 p.m. meeting called to order.

* Review and approval of minutes from the May 12, 2025 meeting.

* No additions/deletions to agenda. Agenda approved as drafted.

* Public comments made by Sylvia Knight pertaining to the first proposed rule.

* Presentation of Proposed Rules with recommended changes on pages to follow.

1) Best Management Practices for the Use of Neonicotinoid Treated Article
Seeds and Neonicotinoid Pesticides, Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets

2) 2023 Vermont Electrical Safety Rules, Department of Public Safety, Division
of Fire Safety, Vermont Electricians' Licensing Board

3) The 2025 Vermont Plumbing Rules, Department of Public Safety, Division of
Fire Safety, Vermont Electricians' Licensing Board

4) 2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code, Department of Public Safety,
Division of Fire Safety

5) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, General Provisions and
Definition (Part 1), Agency of Human Services

6) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Eligibility Standards (Part 2),
Agency of Human Services

7) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Nonfinancial Eligibility
Requirements (Part 3), Agency of Human Services

8) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Special Rules for Medicaid
Coverage of Long-Term Care Services and Supports- Eligibility and Post-
Eligibility (Part 4), Agency of Human Services

2025-06-09 ICAR Minutes, Page 1 of 12



Vermont Agency of Administration

9) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Financial Methodologies (Part
5), Agency of Human Services

10) Health Benefits Eligibility and Enroliment Rule, Eligibility-and-Enrollment
Procedures (Part 7), Agency of Human Services

* Other business: This is Melissa Mazza-Paquette’s last ICAR meeting as she’ll be
leaving State government in July. Members thanked her for her time on ICAR,
organization, and wished her well.

" Next scheduled meeting is July 14, 2025 at 2:00 p.m.
* 4:02 p.m. meeting adjourned.

To receive this information in an alternative format or for other accessibility
requests, please contact:

Agency of Administration
ADM.Secretary@vermont.gov, 802-828-3322

2025-06-09 ICAR Minutes, Page 2 of 12



Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Best Management Practices for the Use of Neonicotinoid Treated
Article Seeds and Neonicotinoid Pesticides, Agency of Agriculture, Food &
Markets

Presented By: Zachary Szczukowski , David Huber , and Steve Dwinell

Motion made to accept the rule by John Kessler, seconded by Jared Adler, and
passed unanimously with the following recommendations:

1) Economic Impact Analysis: Include information from #12 in the Proposed Filing
Coversheet.

2) Public Input Maximization Plan #4: Include the Vermont Department of
Environmental Conservation

3) Incorporation by Reference: Clarify specifically what's being incorporated.

2025-06-09 ICAR Minutes, Page 3 of 12



Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: 2023 Vermont Electrical Safety Rules, Department of Public
Safety, Division of Fire Safety, Vermont Electricians' Licensing Board

Presented By: Dennis Blair and Landon Wheeler

Motion made to accept the rule by Diane Sherman, seconded by Jen Mojo, and
passed unanimously with the following recommendations:

1) Choose either ‘this rule’ or ‘these rules’ and use the term consistently throughout
the proposed rule filing.
2) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Move the last paragraph to the beginning to distinguish what the rule
generally does and the subset of key changes being made.
b. #12:

i. Include in the Economic Impact Analysis.

ii. Clarify the language in the following sentence “Changes have been
made to the Vermont Electrical Safety Rules to reduce costs where
there is not an adverse effect.”

c. #14: Add ‘electrical’ and ‘electricity’.
3) Economic Impact Analysis #9: For clarity in the last sentence, move the word
‘injuries’ to after ‘...lost property,” and add ‘of’ between ‘loss’ and ‘lives’.
4) Environmental Impact Analysis #4: Correct spelling of ‘polutants’.
5) Public Input Maximization Plan:
a. #3: Change ‘listen’ to ‘listened’ in the first sentence.
b. #4:

I. Include the Vermont Department of Health regarding any
environmental impact (and include in the Environmental Impact
Analysis if appropriate).

ii. Remove the word ‘*had’ in the third sentence.

2025-06-09 ICAR Minutes, Page 4 of 12



Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: The 2025 Vermont Plumbing Rules, Department of Public Safety,
Division of Fire Safety, Vermont Electricians' Licensing Board

Presented By: John Hammer and Landon Wheeler

Motion made to accept the rule by John Kessler, seconded by Natalie Weill, and
passed unanimously with the following recommendations:

1) Choose either ‘this rule’ or ‘these rules’ and use the term consistently throughout
the proposed rule filing.
2) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
#3: Include the city and state in the mailing address.
#7: Include the statute of authority (perhaps Title 26, §2173).
#8: Highlight key changes.
#10: Add a period after “...any one entity” before “This rule applies a fair...”
to separate the first and second sentences.
e. #11:
I. Change “Agency of Commerce & Community Council” to “Agency of
Commerce and Community Development”.
ii. Change “Division of Historic Preservation” to “Division for Historic
Preservation”.
iii. Remove “etc.” at the end and change the beginning to read “This
rule would mainly have an effect on...”.
f. #12: Clarify language.
3) Economic Impact Analysis #7: Include further explanation for clarity.
4) Public Input Maximization Plan #4:
a. Clarify who initially provided comments.
b. Complete the last sentence.
5) Proposed Rule, Section 21 (A): Correct web links and contact information in the
4t paragraph on Page 19 to the following:
a. Drinking Water & Groundwater Protection Division -
https://dec.vermont.gov/drinking-water-and-groundwater-protection
b. Stormwater - https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/stormwater, 802-828-1115
(general Watershed Management Division phone number)

coow
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: 2025 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code, Department of Public
Safety, Division of Fire Safety

Presented By: Landon Wheeler

Motion made to accept the rule by Jen Mojo, seconded by John Kessler, and passed
unanimously with the following recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing Coversheet:
a) #8: Include the list of changes.
b) #11:
i) Change “Division of Historic Preservation” to “Division for Historic
Preservation”.
i) Change “Department of Children & Families” to “Department for Children and
Families”.
c) #12:
i) List the economic impacts to those listed in #11.
i) Be consistent with the Economic Impact Analysis.
d) Enivronmental Impact Analysis #8: Change “creed” to “created”.
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, General
Provisions and Definition (Part 1), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by Diane Sherman, seconded by Jen Mojo, and
passed unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.

2025-06-09 ICAR Minutes, Page 7 of 12



Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Eligibility
Standards (Part 2), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by Diane Sherman, seconded by Jared Adler, and
passed unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Nonfinancial
Eligibility Requirements (Part 3), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by John Kessler, seconded by Jen Mojo, and passed
unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Special Rules for
Medicaid Coverage of Long- Term Care Services and Supports-  Eligibility and
Post -Eligibility (Part 4), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by Jen Mojo, seconded by Diane Sherman, and
passed unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Financial
Methodologies (Part 5), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by Jared Adler, seconded by Jen Mojo, and passed
unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.
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Vermont Agency of Administration

Proposed Rule: Health Benefits Eligibility and Enrollment Rule, Eligibility- and-
Enroliment Procedures (Part 7), Agency of Human Services

Presented By: Dani Fuoco, Robin Chapman, and Emily Belanger

Motion made to accept the rule by John Kessler, seconded by Jared Adler, and
passed unanimously except for Natalie Weill who abstained, with the following
recommendations:

1) Proposed Filing — Coversheet:
a. #8: Spell out “FPL” and put the acronym in parentheticals.
b. #12: Identify and summarize the impact of those listed in #11.
2) Public Input Maximization Plan #3: Clarify that everybody that is subscribed to the
register will get information, including members of the Medicaid and Exchange
Advisory Committee.
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Rulemaking Public Comment Response Log (Fire Safety)

Name:

Agency/Affiliation:

Description:

Date Received

Rule Change? (Y or

Pate of Repl

[Reviewed? (Y or N

Jack Mandeville Evans

Local Motion Inc.

Meeting scheduled July 16, 2025
2:00pm; After Jack stated his concerr
on the proposed rule change, DD
Wheeler explained that the comment
concern had nothing to do with any
proposed changes, as the concerns |
vocalized were based on rules and
requirements that are already in our
existing rules. After thoroughly explail
the exisitng rules on the requirements
storage sheds,and explaining that 'Bil
Storage Rooms' has been added to tl
list, the concern had been fully
addressed. No further questions spec
to proposed rule changes were
presented.

14-Jul-25

NO

15-Jul-25

YES

Scott Crocker

VGS- Manager of Facilities
and Procurement

The risk being captured was through
vents, the wording change was initiat
to capture fuel burning through wall
vents. This was initiated as DFS has
found that other appliances such as

T6e:Xie }o T@i\T Xo1il
been installed but not protected with
signage along with direct vent hot wa
heaters. The wording was changed t¢
capture those items as identified riskg
and the intent. The items you have
mentioned are CO producing items a
obstructed would carry the same risk
a heating plant.

9-Jul-25

15-Jul-25

YES




Scott Crocker

VGS- Manager of Facilities
and Procurement

The DFS intent is to follow the code ¢
has progressed along with manufacty
designs, testing and listings of
equipment. The code does not prohib
additional safe guards as long as it d(
not void the installation instructions o
the listing of the equipment.

15-Jul-25

NO

15-Jul-25

YES

Michael Blais

Countryside Alarms

The TQP program is clear and
independent of the electrical rules an
statute. All TQP fields require training
and proof of qualification prior to a T(
being issued. Sprikler, FA, dry chemi
sprinkler design, and wet chemical ar|
examples. No changes are being ma
any electrical license requirements. T
added section to the 2025 rules is
intended to provide clarity that it is the
DFS position that a TQP is required il
occupancy types that are public
buildings as defined in 20VSA173.

22-Jul-25

NO

22-Jul-25

YES

Michael Blais

Countryside Alarms

Same as response #6

22-Jul-25

NO

22-Jul-25

YES

Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman,
Inc

This is currently outside of the Divisig
Fire Safety's jurisdiction.

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman,
Inc

This is currently outside of the Divisig
Fire Safety's jurisdiction.

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman,
Inc

This is currently outside of the Divisig
Fire Safety's jurisdiction.

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski
Architecture

| understood you to say that occupan
load is a sum of patrons and staff, by
calculatng patrons by seats or area
served, and staff by the number of
people that actually working a given ¢

* Please see attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES




10 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski I think the intent of NFPA 101 (2015 ¢25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture 2021) Section A.24.2.2.3.3 is that the
SF is sufficient for an occupant to exi
opening, but not sufficient for a fully
equipped firefighter to enter from the
exterior, thus using an ax to break the
window into the larger opening would
work for entry from the exterior. And
today's double-hung windows are reg
available such that both sashes can t
easily removed without tools from the
interior. * Please see attachment
11 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski Please see attachment 25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture
12 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski Please see attachment 25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture
13 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski Those sections are intended to be  |25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture deleted
14 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski Please see attachment 25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture
15 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski In the 'grace period' between codes, |25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES
Architecture applicant applying under the 2015
version would at least have to meet tl
requirements for existing buildings un
the 2025 version, with the expectatiol
that that would very rarely be
problematic. * Please see attachmeni
16 |Bob Duncan Duncan Wisniewski Please see attachment 25-Jul-25 NO 25-Jul-25 YES

Architecture




17

Jack Evans

Local Motion Inc.

| believe you have raised 2 issues, 1
being the rating of bike storage room|
All areas outside of a dwelling unit arf
classified as requiring protections froi
hazards as they are seen as more
hazardous then a single dwelling unit|
the unit owner have control over item
within the dwelling unit. When items
stored in common areas and the
activities within those common areas
a higher risk, that risk is required by
codes and standards to be protected.
The single line item added to the tabl
intended to bring and provide
consistency to the requirement so the
designers, the public and inspectors ¢
not gauging the space and applying
codes based on the risk evaluated in
each individual case or scenario; this
would create confusion. The intent o
DFS adding bike storage rooms is to
clarify the requirement for the room, ¢
you will see all other spaces outside
the dwelling unit would be identified o
require the risk be evaluated in
accordance with NFPA 101 Chapter ¢
This would be the alternative code

25-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-28

YES

18

Peter Tucker

Vermont Association of
Realters

This was a statutory change outside (
rules which was completed by legisla
in the 2023 time frame

28-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-25

YES

19

Peter Tucker

Vermont Association of
Realters

If the facility is rented it follows NFPA|
101 Chapter 24, the chapter does nof
have a blanket sprinkler requirement.
does have code requirements that if 1
cannot be met would require sprinkle|
systems installed.

28-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-25

YES

20

David Roberts

Drive Electric Vermont
Electric

Landon Wheeler responded with con
of the codes and standards that will b
newly adopted that impact EV vehicle
charging, repair, and parking * Please
see attachment

31-Jul-25

NO

1-Aug-25

YES




21 |Chris Cochran State of Vermont 4-Aug-25 NO 4-Aug-25 YES
Landon Wheeler responded with an
explanation of the adoption of the 20
code cycle and provided information i
regards to the height and area inquiry
Please see attachment
22 |Julie Marks Vermont Short Term Renta/ Response to letter provided speaking 28-Jul-25 NO 16-Sep-25 YES
Alliance all concerns *Please see attachment
23 |William Nash ICC Thank you response sent * Please sg 28-Jul-25 NO 16-Sep-25 YES

attached




Rulemaking Public Comment Log (Fire Safety)

Name:

Agency/Affiliation:

Description:

Date Received:

Action Taken? (Y or

ate of Repl

Reviewed (Y or N

Jack Mandeville Evans

Local Motion Inc.

I'd like to connect and discuss th
proposed requirement for Bike
Storage Rooms to be covered b
sprinklers and 1-hour fire rated.
like to get an understanding of t
reasons for this change, and wh
would be applicable for Vermont|
¢:2eb,e60\U0e [++..1
included in NFPA 101, or widely
adopted by other States. Local
Motion has been conducting
research into the recent regulatc
reactions to e-bike fires, and we
want to make sure our
communities respond with precis
and proportionate regulations so
that we can take reasonable
protections against the risks of
lithium ion battery fires, while stil
supporting our housing and
transportation goals as a State.

14-Jul-25

NO

15-Jul-25

YES




Scott Crocker

VGS- Manager of Facilities an|
Procurement

"V" Signs- | would like to better
understand this change: section
1:10.11.1.5 Appliance Terminati(
All through wall vents for fuel
burning appliances, located less
than 7 feet above ground level,
shall be provided with signage
permanently affixed a a height o
feet above ground level directly
above the through the wall vent.
The sign shall be a "V" shape, n
less than 4-1/2 inches in height,
with the principal stroke of the
letter "V" not less than 3/4 inch i
width, colored black on a white
background. The sign shall cont:
the working "Appliance Vent" us
plainly legible letters.

9-Jul-25

NO

15-Jul-25

YES

Scott Crocker

VGS- Manager of Facilities an
Procurement

On CSST bonding.

We have some concerns arounc
giving up the 6 AWG bonding wi
on the arc resistant jacketed CS

15-Jul-25

NO

15-Jul-25

YES

Michael Blais

Countryside Alarms

Rule 25P022 NFPA1:4.5.8.7 TQ
change reads as if owner occupi
1 & 2 family would also be inclug
in TQP inspection requirements.
TQP requires an electrical licens
However a license is not require
for 1 & 2 Family electrical.

21-Jul-25

NO

22-Jul-25

YES

Michael Blais

Countryside Alarms

| believe in safety, but feel this
change is a round about way to
require an electrical on work tha
26VSA Chapter 15 states no
license is required for 1 & 2 fami

22-Jul-25

NO

22-Jul-25

YES




Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman, Ing

We have used Section 1207 ¢
IBC 2015 (it's 1206 in IBC
2021)- Sound Transmission-
as a basis for our work and
having a minimum standard
here would help ensure that ir
larger multifamily buildings,
occupants are able to be
comfortable, have privacy,
and get adequate sleep, all of
which will enhance occupant
safety.

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman, Ingd

There are provisions in chapter 12
that can help set minimum
standards for habitable rooms and
bedrooms without exterior
windows. In lieu of compliance with
a Burlington ordinance requiring
exterior windows in sleeping rooms
and habitable spaces, we are
providing mechanical ventilation in
lieu of operable windows based on
commentary on IBC 2015 1203.5.1
and indirect access to daylight
based on IBC 1203.5.1.1, and have
‘je+ 267U0e \U i+ed6X2i¢
Uie U+ e Ue 86U jX+ 2 ¢
Permitting and Inspections. While
e 6\6UUX:} \ :2\U+6X62
interior bedrooms, they provided a
framework we could use and that
the city could agree to.

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES




Jesse Robbins

Freeman French Freeman, IngWe are also seeing areas

where the provisions of IBC
2015 1208.4 (IBC 2021
Efficiency Dwelling Units may
come into play to set a
minimum size for a dwelling
j2 eRUUU

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

rBefinition of aggregate load
(bottom of pg 7 * Please see
attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

10

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

rBlew Section 101:24.2.2.3.3.1: |
really appreciate the addition of
this section, as | think it is helpfu
for historic buildings in particular
and any existing buildings whosg¢
window openings meet the criter
including overall size of the
opening.
I 11+ '6le:TU: 2el:jele
1j++ :2 T\uoe ei++
divider between windows, where
el \le 61 & 6e&"
X +\ Te lelixole oi1
both operating sashes of a doub
hung window. Perhaps the
language could be
e 12 otle:1 2:eT+06\\Te
when the window check rails or
@:e I\I\ 6\TIXa8TX61:}y
Please see attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

11

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

reg 12, section 101:30.3.5.1 (1):
think there's a typo in the 3rd lin
where it says "with OR". Please
clarify your intent here * Please |
attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

12

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

reg 20, 1:13.6.3.1.1.4: the word

"unit's" is a typo; should be "unit
* Please see attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES




13

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

rBg 26, sections 506.3.1 and 507
questioned the amount of
‘strikethru’ text * Please see
attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

14

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

rBg 25: Boiler room exiting
requirements are different from {
definition on Pg 6 * Please see
attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

15

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

reg 39, last sentence of item 2 *
Please see attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES

16

Bob Duncan

Duncan Wisniewski Architectu

reg 42, deletion of the list of
municipal agreements: | suggesi
that either at this location, or
perhaps at the beginning of the
document, that you alert users tl
certain municipalities have
cooperatice agreements with the
state, and the updated list of tho
municipalities is maintained on t|
Division's website. As we know,
some towns exceed state
requirements, so knowing that a
the outset can be very helpful. *
Please see attachment

25-Jul-25

NO

25-Jul-25

YES




17

Jack Evans

Local Motion Inc.

On behalf of Local Motion, | submit this
concern about the proposed State Fire
Code amendment requiring a sprinkler ¢
1-hour rating for all bike storage rooms
multi-unit buildings. This amendment gc
beyond the requirements described in N
101. This change imposes cost, desigr
and space constraints on developers,
discouraging the inclusion of essential k|
parking - especially when few municipal
require it by zoning. Bicycle storage is i
essential element of sustainable
transportation systems; limiting its
presence in a community undermines
mode shift goals. We ask that the rule
revised to align with NFPA 101, and tha
department work collaborate with the
Vermont Ageny of Transportation, the
Department of Housing and Community
Development, and their partners in
sustainable transportation to create a
comprehensive approach to fire safety ¢
bicycle storage. Local Motion expresses
concern with current restrictions for bike|
storage in State Fire Code. In our
conversations, we understood that
practical, low-cost options like wall moui
and racks in lobbies or alcoves are
prohibited. Biking is critical to Vermont"
climate and transportation goals. Let's
ensure fire safety rules support, not
obstruct, that progress.

25-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-25

YES

18

Peter Tucker

Vermont Association of Realto

r$) Is the addition of ADU's to
require a DFS Construction Perr
adopted from NFPA or is that a
state change?

28-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-25

YES

19

Peter Tucker

Vermont Association of Realto

r€an you tell me what the
requirements are for sprinkler
systems for single family homes
that are available for rent?

28-Jul-25

NO

28-Jul-25

YES

20

David Roberts

Drive Electric Vermont Electrig

DFS received comment on EV
charging, repair and parking
from David Roberts

31-Jul-25

NO

1-Aug-25

YES




21

Chris Cochran

State of Vermont

Chris Cochran asked why we ar
not adopting the 2024 code cyclj
along with inquiring about c