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a parent who, without lawful excuse, shall desert or willfully neglect or refuse

to provide for the support and maintenance of his-erher the child e+-an-adul+

the parent is destitute; unable te supperl hirnself er herself; and resident in this

S+ate shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than

$300,00, or both. Should a fine be imposed, the court may order the same to

be paid in wl,ole or in part to the needy spouserfarenq or to the guardian,

custodian, or trustee of the child. The Office of Child Support attorneys, in

addition to any other duly authorized person, may prosecute cases under this

section in Vermont Superior Court.

Sec,27 . 28 V.S.A. $ 818 is arnended to read:

$ 818. EARNED TIME;REDUCTION OF TERM

{<*{<

(b) The earned time program implemented pursuant to this section shall

comply with the following standards:

*{<rk

(a) The Department shall:

(A) ensure that all victims of record are notified of the eamed time

program at its outset and made aware of the option to receive rrotifications

frorn the Department pursuant to this subdivision;
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(B) provide timely notice not less frequently than every 90 days to

the offender. and to any victim who any time the

offender receives a reduction in his-e+*er the offender's term of supervision

pursuant to this section;

(C) maintain a system that documents and records all such reductions

in each offender's permanent record; and

(D) record any reduction in an offender's term of supervision

pursuant to this section on a monthly basis and ensure that victims who want

information legarding changes in seheduled an offender's minimum release

dates date have access to such information.

*{<*

Sec, 28. VICTIM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM TASK FORCE;REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Victim Notification System Task Force

to review and improve the responsiveness of Vermont's victim notification

svstem.

T F

members:

(1) the Commissioner of Corrections or designee:

the for Victim Services

designee:

the Executive

Sheriffs or designee:

the D
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(4) a member. appointed by the Vermont Network Against Domestic

and Sexual Violence:

(5) the Victims Service Director of the Vermont State Police:

two who are either

by the Center for Crime Victim Services: and

Commissioner

familiar with the capability and technical operations of the VINE svstern.

(c) Powers and duties. The Task Force shall study the current state of

Vermont's victim notification system" including:

(1) improvine victims' accessibility to informationl

(2) ensuring that the entire notification process is traurna-informed.

including all notifi cations. communications" and infonnational rnaterials:

(3) exoanding the use of automated notification sJ/stems in order to

increase ontions and maximize comrnunication choices for victims and

sulivorsl and

4 for and

(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have the administrative. technical.

and legal assistance of the Department of Corrections.

(e) Report. On or before November 15. 2025. the Task Force shall submit

its findings and recormnendations as a written report in the form of proplrsed

legislation to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversieht Committee. the House
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Committees on Con'ections and Institutions and on Judiciary. and the Senate

Committees on Institutions and on Judiciary.

(fl Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of or desisnee shall call the first

meetins of the Task Force to on or before Ausust l - 2025

/?\ The Cnrnrnilfee chc'll celecf a chair from qm^no ifa memherq of iha

first meeting.

shall constitute a

(4) The Task Force shall cease to exist on February 15" 2026.

Sec, 29. 4 V.S.A. $ 39 is amended to read:

$ 39. CAPITAL BUDGET REQUESTS; COUNTY COURTHOUSES

(a) On or before October 1 each year, any county requesting capital funds

for its courthouse, or court operations, shall submit a request to the Court

Administrator. As used in this subsection. "courl operations" does not include

operating expenses,

(b) The Court Administrator shall evaluate requests based on the following

criteria:

(1) whether the funding request is consistent with a capital program

developed pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Q 133(e)(3):

(2) whether the project that is the subject of the request has been

in the list of tal ects in
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