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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  House Committee on Ways and Means 

FROM: Kelly Murphy, Director of Education Finance 

Ted Gates, Senior Fiscal Analyst 

SUBJECT: School Budget Update 

DATE: March 10, 2026 

 

 
This report reflects the results of school district budgets voted on Town Meeting Day. 

The Agency of Education will continue to collect updates from districts with failed 

budgets and will finalize the results following the 30-day petition period. A final summary 

will be issued in the coming weeks and will begin the process of capturing final 

approved budgets in early to mid-May, with the timeline contingent on the scheduling of 

any re-votes. 

As of 3/9/2026, we have received 105 submissions (of the 122 expected, including 3 

unorganized towns), 4 are pending Superintendent signature and have been included in 

this summary. 

This projection represents: 

• 105 of 122 expected have submitted preliminary budget data 

• 16 districts are using projected 4.2% average increase (Note: districts have 

been contacted to get final numbers and will be captured in a future report). 

• 88% of Districts have submitted budgets for this preliminary collection. 

• Responses represent 93% of FY27 LTWADM (or 131,407 of 141,298), and 

projected FY27 Education spending ($1,929,925,232 of $2,072,437,880). 

• Responding District’s average increase is 4.2%, while the December 1st letter 

projected a 5.8% increase. These results are still preliminary and subject to 

change as more Districts report. 

• 6 Districts are currently showing over the excess spending threshold. 

Budget Change by District Size – Summary 

• 12 districts reduced their budgets, with an average decrease of 

3.7% (ranging from -$43,212 to -$797,311). 
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• 36 districts increased budgets by more than 6%, with increases ranging from 

$27,106 to $4,051,293. 

By District Size (LTWADM): 

• ≤100.5 LTWADM: average increase of $51,000 (8.2%). 

• 120.4–886.91 LTWADM: average increase of $277,485 (3.9%). 

• 1,027.66–1,981.84 LTWADM: average increase of $894,240 (4.5%). 

• 2,099.67–2,910.99 LTWADM: average increase of $1,378,002 (4.2%). 

• 3,179.88–6,909.40 LTWADM: average increase of $2,430,749 (3.9%). 

Note: Average % and $ increase is derived from education spending. 

 
Chart 1. % Increase in FY27 Education spending per LTWADM (includes 1 of 3 

unorganized towns). 

 



Page 3 of 3  

 
Table. 1 – Preliminary Budget Survey data (total expenditures and offsetting revenues) 

 

Table 1 FY2027 FY2026 $ Change % Change 

Budgeted Expenditures 2,305,079,269 2,224,554,067 80,525,201.81 3.6% 

Offsetting Revenues 375,154,037 372,888,107 2,265,930.14 0.6% 

Education Spending 1,929,925,232 1,851,665,960 78,259,271.67 4.2% 

 

 
Table. 2 – Total Education Spending (projected based on 4.2% average increase) 

 

Table 2 FY2027 FY2026 $ Change % Change 

Education Spending - December 1st Letter 2,103,800,000 1,988,399,661 115,400,339 5.8% 

Education Spending - Prelim. District Budgets 2,072,437,880 1,988,399,661 84,038,218.89 4.2% 

 

 
Table. 3 – Failed Budgets (budgets reflecting 4.2% are projections based on average) 

 




