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Town Highway Structures
$7,394,400 – SFY27

▪ No funding SFY21,  doubled for SFY22, back to 
historical levels in SFY23

▪State grants for bridges, culverts (36” diameter or 
larger), retaining walls on Class 1, 2, & 3 Town 
Highways

▪ Max award = $200,000 (increased in SFY22)

▪ Local match = 20% of the total cost or 10% if town 
adopts codes and standards

▪ Town application and selection process is 
coordinated with VTrans District Personnel

▪Equitable distribution is a result of the percentage 
of total funding over time, and percentage of 
eligible structures, which includes culverts 36 
inches and larger, as well as bridges

Structures Funded ($) Application Total ($) % Funded

FY2026 $7,306,845.09 $19,341,142.21 37%

FY2025 $7,485,502.74 $21,371,949.36 35%

FY2024 $7,432,440.69 $22,353,701.06 33%

FY2023 $6,694,650.23 $19,919,190.00 34%

FY2022 $11,230,616.71 $27,225,371.06 41%

FY2021 $0 $17,688,522.64 0%

FY2020 $6,235,386.07 $16,473,925.33 38%

https://www.vtculverts.org/



Town Highway Structures Program
Program Description: 

State grants for bridges, culverts (36-inch diameter or larger), and retaining walls that are part of the municipalities’ highway (Class 1, 2, or 3) 
infrastructure are made by the Secretary of Transportation from annual appropriations for that purpose (19 V.S.A. § 306). State funds are 
required to be matched by at least: 

1. 20 percent of total project cost with municipal funds, or 

2. 10 percent of total project cost with municipal funds providing that municipalities have: 

• adopted town road and bridge standards that meet or exceed the minimum requirements of the June 5, 2019 State-approved template, and 

• completed and kept up to date a highway infrastructure study which identifies all town culverts, bridges, and identified road problems. The 
inventory should include location, size, deficiency/condition, and estimated cost of repair – where the condition is less than acceptable. 

State grant amounts are limited to $200,000 for any one project. Projects are selected by the District Transportation Administrator (DTA) from 
applications submitted by municipalities on a once-per-year basis. The DTA will attempt to provide equitable distribution of funds allotted to 
the district, so that if an application cannot be satisfied in one instance, it may be accepted at a later date. Applications may need to be 
updated before being resubmitted. The number and extent of the projects is dependent upon the annual appropriation allocated by the 
General Assembly. 

Projects may address the maintenance (including actions to extend the life expectancy) and construction of bridges, culverts, and other 
structures including causeways and retaining walls. In general, the improvement must materially preserve the integrity of the eligible structure 
of Class 1, 2, or 3 town highways. Administration work associated with these projects, are not eligible costs, however, engineering or design 
costs incurred by a municipality are eligible. 

No funds may be used on Class 4 town highways. 



Town Highway Class 2 Roadway
$8,832,200 – SFY27

▪  No funding SFY21,  doubled for SFY22, back to 
historical levels in SFY23

▪State grants preservation of Class 2 Town 
Highways (resurfacing and reconstruction)

▪Max award = $200,000 (increased in SFY22)

▪ Local match = 30% of the total cost or 20% if 
town adopts local codes and standards

▪Town application and selection process is 
coordinated with VTrans District Personnel

▪Equitable distribution is a result of the 
percentage of total funding over time, in relation 
to percentage of Class 2 highways

Class 2 Funded ($) Application Total ($) % Funded

FY2026 $8,891,580.15 $31,635,303.52 28%

FY2025 $8,498,746.57 $35,633,744.68 24%

FY2024 $8,742,347.78 $37,340,908.16 23%

FY2023 $8,824,226.87 $32,356,724.97 27%

FY2022 $14,668,525.23 $33,073,423.01 44%

FY2021 $175,000.00 $25,636,447.16 1%

FY2020 $7,900,822.30 $25,486,062.64 31%



Town Highway Class 2 Roadway Program
Program Description: 

State grants for the preservation of any Class 2 highways for resurfacing or reconstruction are made by the Secretary of Transportation or his/her designee from annual appropriations for that purpose (19 
V.S.A. § 306). State funds are required to be matched by at least: 

1. 30% of total project cost with municipal funds, or 

2. 20% of total project cost with municipal funds providing that: • adopted town road and bridge standards that meet or exceed the minimum requirements of the June 5, 2019 State-approved template, and 

• completed and kept up to date a highway infrastructure study which identifies all town culverts, bridges, and identified road problems. The inventory should include location, size, deficiency/condition, and 
estimated cost of repair – where the condition is less than acceptable. 

State grant amounts are limited to $200,000 for any one project. The DTA will attempt to provide equitable distribution of funds allotted to the district, so that if an application cannot be satisfied in one instance, 
it may be accepted at a later date. Applications may need to be updated before being resubmitted. 

Projects shall include detailed work for the preservation of any Class 2 town highway for resurfacing (to include both paving and gravel surfacing or re-surfacing) and re-construction based on identified needs. 
Eligible activities include preliminary engineering, construction, and construction inspection/management. 

Notes: 

1) Culvert replacement for culverts equal to or greater than 36 inches in diameter shall be part of the Town Highway Structures Program. Culverts less than 36 inches in diameter are considered part of 
drainage work in the Town Highway Class 2 Roadway Program. 

2) Guardrail work is only considered eligible if it is an essential part of the roadway project. 

3) Curbing is an eligible item if it is an essential part of the roadway cross section (e.g., curbing in conjunction with a closed drainage system or associated with a raised median or other traffic control barrier). 

4) Sidewalks are not eligible under the Class 2 Roadway grants. 

5) Bicycle and pedestrian use should be considered when choosing shoulder widths and materials. In general, any existing shoulder should not be reduced in width. (This means that pavement overlays 
should include the full width of the road, including existing shoulders.) Towns should refer to the Vermont State Design Standards, Local Roads and Streets, Section 6:13, Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Considerations for further guidance on this subject: https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped. 

6) Administration associated with these projects is not an eligible cost. 



Class II Miles/$

Class 2 Funded ($) Miles $/Mile

FY2026 $8,891,580.15 75 $118,554.40

FY2025 $8,498,746.57 83 $102,394.54

FY2024 $8,742,347.78 67 $130,482.80

FY2023 $8,824,226.87 72 $122,558.71

FY2022 $14,668,525.23 160 $91,678.28

*Miles =  Full Width Miles (~25' Road Width)
~$113,000/Mile



FY2025 FY2026



Town Highway Non-Federal Disasters
$1,150,000 - SFY27

▪Annual appropriation for emergency aid in repairing, building, or reconstructing Class 1, 
2, or 3 town highways and for repairing or replacing drainage structures including 
bridges on Class 1, 2, 3, and   4 town highways damaged by natural or man-made 
disasters.

▪Secretary of Transportation shall determine that disaster is of such magnitude that state 
aid is both reasonable and necessary to preserve the public good.  

▪Disaster shall not qualify for assistance from FEMA or FHWA ER programs.   

▪Towns eligible for the greater of either: 
▪ 90% of repair/replacement costs

or

▪ The eligible repair/replacement costs, minus an amount equal to 10% of the overall total 
highway budget minus the town’s winter maintenance budget. 

▪FY 2025 appropriation: $1,150,000           

▪FY 2026 appropriation: $1,150,000
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