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VT LEG #382389 v.1 

BAW; 4/3/25 

Cross-References to Other State Regulatory Entities’  

Confidentiality and Disclosure Provisions 

 

In the Context of 2025, H.R.6 As Introduced 

 

 

I.  Supreme Court of Vermont—Disciplinary Control of Judicial Officers 

 

 The Supreme Court of Vermont (SCOV) “shall have administrative control of all 

the courts of the state, and disciplinary authority concerning all judicial officers and 

attorneys at law in the State.”  Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 30. 

 

 The SCOV has adopted the following Rules of the Supreme Court for 

Disciplinary Control of Judges that pertain to the confidentiality and disclosure of 

complaints made against judicial officers: 

 

Rule 6 (general provisions—confidentiality): 

* * * 

(7)  All communications between or among Board members, all meetings of the 

Board, and all communications between the Board and disciplinary counsel or special 

counsel shall be confidential.  No member of the Board may discuss the substantive 

internal communications, or the deliberations, of the Board with anyone outside the 

Board, its staff or its counsel.  Except as otherwise provided by these rules, all papers, 

files, transcripts and communications in proceedings before the Board shall be 

confidential.  After the service of a Formal Complaint upon a judge, the Formal 

Complaint, all subsequent pleadings, exhibits and rulings of the Board, and any hearing 

related to the Formal Complaint, shall be public. 

(8)  No member of the Board or other employee of the judicial department having 

knowledge of Board investigations shall disclose or use any Board record, file or 

communication except in the course of official duty.  If both the complainant and the 

judge agree in writing and the Board agrees, confidentiality may be waived. 

* * * 

(12)  If there is publicity concerning an investigation of a judge in a proceeding before 

the Board resulting in substantial unfairness to the judge, the Board may issue a short 

statement of clarification or correction. 

(13)  If there is publicity concerning alleged conduct of a judge claimed to constitute 

serious violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct or Rules of Professional Conduct, or the 

law, and after an investigation it is determined by the Board that there is no basis for 

probable cause to file a Formal Complaint, the Board may issue a short explanatory 

statement. 

(14)  In any case in which the subject matter becomes public through independent 

sources, the Board may issue statements as it deems appropriate in order to confirm the 

pendency of the investigation, to clarify the procedural aspects of the disciplinary 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/RESOLUTN/HR0006/HR0006%20As%20Introduced.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/constitution-of-the-state-of-vermont/
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=04608658-40a4-40c7-8de5-13e9915ef079&nodeid=AAMAAFAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAM%2FAAMAAF%2FAAMAAFAAH&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=Rule+6.+General+provisions+%5BEffective+until+July+1%2C+2025%5D&config=0148JABlZDFjMjZjMi02MTQwLTQ0OWMtODY4NC1lZmQ5MzViZjY4NGYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eg1i0bc5z5rLz8VmCla9lQ&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A66D1-FCY3-CGX8-035P-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=441d6612-4e15-4e58-af4b-d4f6efc72516
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proceedings, to explain the right of the judge to a fair hearing without prejudgment, and 

to state that the judge denies the allegations. 

* * * 

(19) 

(a)  A complaint shall be filed with the Board by delivering it or by sending it by 

regular mail to the Chair.  In the alternative, a complaint may be filed as an attachment to 

an email sent to the Chair at the address associated with the Board on the Vermont 

Judiciary website.  The subject line must indicate the case or subject matter of the filing.  

The Chair shall keep a docket in which the filing of all complaints and their final 

disposition shall be recorded.  This docket shall not be available for inspection as a public 

record.  A copy of each complaint shall be furnished to each member by the Chair. 

(b)  The Chair shall also keep a separate docket to record all Formal Complaints 

and their final disposition.  This docket shall be available for inspection as a public 

record. 

* * * 

(27)  The Board, the Professional Responsibility Board, and the Administrative Judge 

for Trial Courts may exchange any otherwise confidential information that they believe is 

relevant to each other’s responsibilities.  The Board shall disclose to the Supreme Court 

any information that is requested by the Court, including information otherwise deemed 

confidential under these rules.” 

 

 

Rule 11 (closure reports): 

To assure public awareness of the work of the Board, at the conclusion of every matter 

before the Board, a public Closure Report shall be issued and posted on the judiciary’s 

web site.  It shall also be distributed in the same manner as decisions of the Vermont 

Supreme Court.  The Closure Report shall not identify the complainant, the judge, or any 

other person by name.  It shall contain a summary of the complainant’s allegations and 

the resolution of the case. If the case was dismissed, it shall contain the reasons for 

dismissal. In any case where a Formal Complaint was filed, the Closure Report shall 

consist of copies of the Formal Complaint and any written decision issued by the Board, 

which shall both be posted on the web site. 

  

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=c5caadd6-9800-4342-85a1-6ae1032d8739&nodeid=AAMAAFAAN&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAM%2FAAMAAF%2FAAMAAFAAN&level=3&haschildren=&populated=false&title=Rule+11.+Closure+Reports&config=0148JABlZDFjMjZjMi02MTQwLTQ0OWMtODY4NC1lZmQ5MzViZjY4NGYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eg1i0bc5z5rLz8VmCla9lQ&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A62SM-SW41-DYB7-W3C9-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=441d6612-4e15-4e58-af4b-d4f6efc72516
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Example of the SCOV’s Judicial Conduct Board Closure Report: 
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II.  Office of Professional Regulation—Professional Regulation of  

Approximately 53 Professions 

 

 The Office of Professional Regulation (OPR) regulates the approximately  

53 professions set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 122. 

 

 3 V.S.A. § 131 (accessibility and confidentiality of disciplinary matters) provides 

which aspects of complaints against OPR’s regulated professionals are public: 

 

(a)  It is the purpose of this section both to protect the reputation of licensees from 

public disclosure of unwarranted complaints against them, and to fulfill the public’s right 

to know of any action taken against a licensee when that action is based on a 

determination of unprofessional conduct. 

(b)  All meetings and hearings of boards shall be subject to the Open Meeting Law. 

(c)  The Secretary of State, through the Office of Professional Regulation, shall 

prepare and maintain a register of all complaints, which shall be a public record and 

which shall show: 

(1)  with respect to all complaints, the following information: 

(A) the date and the nature of the complaint, but not including the identity of the 

licensee; and 

(B)  a summary of the completed investigation; and 

(2)  only with respect to complaints resulting in filing of disciplinary charges or 

stipulations or the taking of disciplinary action, the following additional information: 

(A)  the name and business addresses of the licensee and complainant; 

(B)  formal charges, provided that they have been served or a reasonable effort 

to serve them has been made, and all subsequent pleadings filed by the parties; 

(C)  the findings, conclusions, rulings, and orders of the board or administrative 

law officer; 

(D)  the transcript of the hearing, if one has been made, and exhibits admitted at 

the hearing; 

(E)  stipulations filed with the board or administrative law officer; and 

(F)  final disposition of the matter by the appellate officer or the courts. 

(d)  Neither the Secretary nor the Office shall make public any other information 

regarding unprofessional conduct complaints, investigations, proceedings, and related 

records except the information required to be released under this section. 

* * * 

(g)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the disclosure of any information regarding 

unprofessional conduct complaints, or investigations thereof, in response to an order from 

a court of competent jurisdiction, or to State or federal law enforcement or regulatory 

agencies, provided the receiving agency or department: 

(1) agrees to maintain the confidentiality and privileged status of the information as 

provided in subsection (d) of this section; and 

(2) has jurisdiction over the subject matter in question.  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00122
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00131
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Example of regular OPR closing report (no charges): 
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Example of OPR “strong” closing report (no charges, but unprofessional conduct 

concluded; may be reopened in future): 
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III.  Vermont Criminal Justice Council (VCJC)—Professional Regulation of  

Law Enforcement Officers 

 

 The Vermont Criminal Justice Council professional regulates law enforcement 

officers as set forth in 20 V.S.A. chapter 151, subchapter 2 (unprofessional conduct). 

 

 20 V.S.A. § 2409 (accessibility and confidentiality) provides which aspects of 

complaints against law enforcement officers are public; it is similar to OPR: 

 

(a)  It is the purpose of this section both to protect the reputation of law enforcement 

officers from public disclosure of unwarranted complaints against them and to fulfill the 

public’s right to know of any action taken against a law enforcement officer when that 

action is based on a determination of unprofessional conduct. 

(b)  All meetings and hearings of the Council shall be subject to the Open Meeting 

Law. 

(c)  The Executive Director of the Council shall prepare and maintain a register of all 

complaints, which shall be open to public inspection and copying, except as may be 

exempt under the Public Records Act, and which shall show: 

(1)  with respect to any complaint, the following information: 

(A)  the date and the nature of the complaint, but not including the identity of 

the law enforcement officer; and 

(B)  a summary of the completed investigation; and 

(2)  only with respect to a complaint resulting in filing of charges or stipulations or 

the taking of disciplinary action, the following additional information: 

(A)  the name and business addresses of the law enforcement officer; 

(B)  formal charges, provided that they have been served or a reasonable effort 

to serve them has been made; 

(C)  the findings, conclusions, and order of the Council; 

(D)  the transcript of the hearing, if one has been made, and exhibits admitted at 

the hearing; 

(E)  any stipulation filed with the Council; and 

(F)  any final disposition of the matter by the Vermont Supreme Court. 

(d)  The Council, its hearing officer, and Council staff shall keep confidential any 

other information regarding unprofessional conduct complaints, investigations, 

proceedings, and related records except the information required or permitted to be 

released under this section. 

* * * 

(f)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the disclosure of any information regarding 

unprofessional conduct complaints pursuant to an order from a court of competent 

jurisdiction, or to a State or federal law enforcement agency in the course of its 

investigation, provided the agency agrees to maintain the confidentiality of the 

information as provided in subsection (d) of this section. 

* * * 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/20/151
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/20/151/02409
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VCJC: 

 

- Register of Complaints; and 

 

- Register of VCJC Actions.  

 

https://vcjc.vermont.gov/content/Act-56-Complaints-Received
https://vcjc.vermont.gov/professional-regulation-certification-actions

