
Investigation Findings Framework for Youth with
Problematic Sexual Behavior (YPSB)

Investigator begins with 
a default presumption of
“internal findings only”

IF
YES

  
Investigator determines:

whether or not a preponderance of  evidence indicates that a child is 
sexually abused as defined in 33 VSA § 4912.

IF
NO

The abuse is 

UNFOUNDED

SUBSTANTIATION
IS SUPPORTED

If  none of  these
factors exist

If one or more
factors exist 

The abuse is 

FOUNDED

1.The actor has engaged in hands-on sexual behavior with more than one victim.
2.Persistence of  behavior despite adult intervention.
3.The act was perpetrated by an older youth and involved a young child or a child with

increased vulnerability (e.g. a child with a developmental delay or disability, or has a
physical disability)

4.Clear, corroborated evidence of  hands-on sexual behavior that exceeds the minimum
threshold required to meet the statutory definition of  sexual abuse.

Developmental science on YPSB supports starting
with a presumption of internal findings, weighing

the factors below: 

*See YPSB Guidance


