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Homeless Assistance
Office of Economic Opportunity
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How It 
All 
Works

State Programs & Resources

Housing Opportunity Grant Program
General Assistance Emergency 
Housing (Motel Vouchers)
Family Supportive Housing
Vermont Rental Subsidy
Other State-Funded/AHS Housing and 
Services (not homeless specific)

Structure & Process

Funding (Federal & State)
Vermont Housing & Homelessness 
Council
Continuums of Care (CoC)
Coordinated Entry
HMIS/Point in Time Count
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Types of Housing Interventions
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“3 Legs of the Stool” to Solve 
Homelessness

1. A Unit
2. Rental assistance to fill the 

affordability gap
3. Supportive services tailored to help 

people get and keep housing – 
connections to employment and 
health services
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VT’s Homeless Continuums of Care (CoC)

Housing & Homelessness Alliance of Vermont, http://helpingtohousevt.org/
“Balance of State” with 11 local homeless coalitions

Chittenden Homeless Alliance, http://www.cchavt.org/ 

http://helpingtohousevt.org/
http://www.cchavt.org/
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What does “homeless” mean?

Category 1: Literal Homelessness
Unsheltered (place not meant for human habitation)
Staying in an emergency shelter, including domestic violence (DV) shelters
Staying in an emergency apartment (for families)
Staying in a host home (for unaccompanied minors)
Staying in transitional housing for the homeless (e.g., Veterans Place in Northfield)
Staying in a motel paid for by a community partner (e.g., DV shelter)
In the General Assistance Emergency Housing Program – aka, receiving a “motel 
voucher”
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2024 Point in Time Count

A one-night, unduplicated count of people experiencing homelessness

2,322 Households – 3,458 People

Vermont - https://helpingtohousevt.org/2024-point-in-time-count/
National - https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf

https://helpingtohousevt.org/2024-point-in-time-count/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2024-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
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Coordinated Entry: Connecting People 
in Housing Crisis to Help 

• Reorients housing crisis response 
system to focus on those being served

• Minimize time and frustration accessing 
help

• Maximize use of system resources
• Identify service gaps for planning
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OEO Housing Investments

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
• Housing Opportunity Grant Program & Family Supportive Housing (Medicaid) 
Additional Investments: 
• New Permanent Supportive Housing Assistance Program (Medicaid) 

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/programs/psh 
• One-time

• Home Family Voucher Program
• Landlord Relief Program

• ERAP Housing Stability Services – ends June 30, 2025

https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/resources/awards
https://dcf.vermont.gov/oeo/programs/psh


February 26, 2025  |  13

Thank you!
Lily Sojourner, Director
Vermont Office of Economic Opportunity
Lily.sojourner@vermont.gov
(802) 585-4365

mailto:Lily.sojourner@vermont.gov
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