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Hospital Admissions

Designated 
Hospital 

Admission

Voluntary 
Admission

(18 VSA § 7503)

Warrant & 
Certificate for 

Emergency 
Examination

(18 VSA § 7505)

Forensic 
Examination

(13 VSA § 4815)

Application & 
Certificate for 

Emergency 
Examination

(18 VSA §§ 7504 
and 7508)



Application & 
Certificate for 
Emergency 
Exam

• Authority to transport & admit person to a hospital 
for an emergency exam:
• 1) Application by interested party; AND
• 2) Certificate by a physician who ≠ applicant

• Application and certificate must state the facts 
and circumstances constituting need for 
emergency exam

• Person is held for admission at a hospital for 
emergency exam to determine if s/he is “person in 
need of treatment”



Warrant & 
Certificate for 
Emergency 
Examination

• Personal observation by law enforcement or 
mental health professional that person’s conduct 
constitutes reasonable grounds to believe that 
person is in need of treatment; AND

• Person presents  immediate risk of serious injury 
to self or others if not restrained.

• Application for a warrant requires:
• Emergency circumstances; and
• Physician's certificate unavailable without 

serious and unreasonable delay



Emergency Examination
(i.e. “Second Certification”)

Authority to hold person 
for admission to a 

hospital  for an 
emergency exam:

1) Application & 
certificate; OR

2) Warrant & certificate 
and physician evaluation

Emergency exam 
conducted by a 

psychiatrist as soon as 
practicable, but no later 

than 24 hours after initial 
certification

72 hours after emergency 
exam certification, 

hospitalization is terminated 
unless:

1) Person has accepted for 
voluntary admission; OR

2) Application for involuntary 
treatment is filed (person 

continues to be held pending 
Court’s finding of probable 

cause on AIT)

Psychiatrist does not 
certify that person is 
need of treatment= 

person is discharged

Psychiatrist does 
certify that person is 

in need of treatment= 
person held for 72 

hours
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