
VERMONT ACADEMY OF NUTRITION AND DIETETICS 

eatrightvt@gmail.com  

 

January 19, 2026 

 

Dear Committee Chair Black and Vice Chair McFaun 

We are writing to you in your roles as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Vermont House Committee on Health 
Care.  

The letter is signed by 120 registered dietitians living and working in Vermont, including all current members 
of the Board of the Vermont Academy of Nutrition  and Dietetics.    

We respectfully urge your committee to take up House Bill 296 early in the session. This bill, entitled An 
act relating to Vermont’s adoption of the Dietician Licensure Compact was introduced by 
Representatives Brian Minier, Matthew Birong, and Lisa Hango in 2025.   

Passage of this legislation would make it possible for Vermont registered dietitians to participate in the 
interstate licensure compact for dietitians, which is now in the development stage. Legislation has been 
passed in 15 states, and is currently under consideration in 12 other states.  We expect compact privileges 
to begin being issued by late 2026 or 2027.  

Registered Dietitians are food and nutrition experts with a minimum of a graduate degree from an 
accredited dietetics program and who complete a supervised practice requirement, pass a national exam 
and continue professional development throughout their careers. Currently, there are approximately 250 
registered dietitians living and practicing in Vermont. Our members assist Vermonters at every stage of life. 
We help people manage chronic illnesses such as diabetes, and heart disease. We support women through 
pregnancy and breastfeeding, and assist children with typical development as well as those with complex 
medical needs. Our group includes specialists in the nutritional care of eating disorders, transplant 
candidates, and people with gastrointestinal illnesses.  

The Vermont legislature has previously passed compact legislation for seven other health care professions: 
medicine, nursing, occupational therapy, physical therapy, psychology, counseling and social work. There 
are many advantages to compact legislation: 

Benefits for Practitioners: 
●​  Facilitates mobility for licensees. 
●​  Expands employment opportunities into new markets. 
●​  Eases the burden of applying for and maintaining multiple licenses. 
●​  Supports relocating military spouses and families. 
●​  Improves continuity of care. 

Benefits for Patients: 
●​ Allows for continuity of care when a patient leaves Vermont for school, work, family obligations or 

travel.  
 

 



Benefits for the Vermont Secretary of State Office of Professional Regulation: 
●​ Creates a compact information system that supports the facilitation of licensure and discipline 

information for dietitians. 
●​ Expands cooperation among state licensure boards on investigations and disputes. 
●​ Allows regulators to retain jurisdiction over licensees practicing in their state. 

Benefits for the State of Vermont 

●​ Promotes workforce development and strengthens labor markets. 
●​ Expands consumer access to highly qualified practitioners. 
●​ Enhances public safety through a shared interstate data system of licensure and disciplinary 

information, allowing for rapid verification of licensure status and cooperation among states. 
●​ Preserves state sovereignty. 

 

When your committee takes up this bill, we have members who are available and eager to speak with you 
about how this bill will affect their professional practice and their ability to serve Vermonters who leave the 
state for school, work, and other reasons.  

Sincerely, 

Joanne Heidkamp, MS, RDN,  South Burlington  
President of the Vermont Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  
jheidkamp@gmail.com 
802-238-5414 
 
Members of the Board of the Vermont Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  
 
Brianna McAlister, MS, RD, CD, CLES Bethel 

Molly Root, MS, RD, CD Burlington 

Stephanie Bergen MS RD Colchester 

Barbara Klick, MPH, RDN, CD Jericho 

Bret Hermansky, MS, RDN South Burlington 

Tenley Menzies MS, RDN South Burlington 

Rebecca O'Reilly MS, RD South Burlington 

Margaret Young, MOH, RDN, LD Sudbury 

Desiree de Waal, MS, RD, CD FAND Williston 

Samantha Shanks, MS RDN CD Williston 

mailto:jheidkamp@gmail.com


Catherine McIsaac, MS, RD, CD Winooski 

 Registered Dietitians Practicing in Vermont  
Heather Danis, MPH, RD Addison 

Lauren Haughey, RD, CD, CEDS-C Barre 

Rebecca Bogart, MS, RDN Barre 

Sylvia M Gaboriault, MS, RDN, CDCES Barre Town 

Hope Carter Murray, RN, RD, CD Berlin 

Melanie Loschiavo, RDN Bradford 

Stacy Pelletier RD Braintree 

Charis Sonne RDN Brattleboro 

Mary Shea Rosen, MS,RD, CDN Brattleboro 

Heather Wolfe, MPH, RDN, LD, NBC-HWC Bridgewater 

Taylor Meeth, MS, RD, CD Burlington 

Valerie Goldberg, RD, CD  Burlington 

Denice Ferko-Adams, MPH, RDN, FAND Burlington 

Abigail Rosenthal, MS, RD, CD  Burlington 

Wendy Hess MS RD Burlington 

Amy Sercel MS RD CD Burlington 

Amy Malinowski, RD Burlington 

Erica Schwab, RD, CD Burlington, VT 

Laura Chartrand, MSD, RD Charlotte 

Alison Jones, RD Colchester 

Paula Denise B. Lescure, MS, RD, CD Colchester 



Heather Torrey, MS, RD, SNS Colchester 

Danielle Verdon MS, RD, CD Colchester 

Maire Folan, MS RDN Derby 

Krystianna Simoneau, MSN, RD Derby, VT 

David Hernandez RDN. CDCES East Montpelier 

Kathryn Bean RD East Montpelier 

Rachel Preston, RD Essex 

Michelle Leonetti, MS, RDN Essex 

Hima Kanuparthi, MS, MPH, RDN, CD Essex Junction 

Debra Powers, MS, RD, LDN Fayston 

Nancy Wagner, RDN, CDCES Graniteville 

Emily Stone MS RD LDN Greensboro 

Kathleen Cross, RD Hartland 

Ashley Turner, MS, RD, CD Hinesburg 

Eileen Ashe, RD Hinesburg 

Kelsey Kopka, MS, RD, CD Hinesburg 

Brooke Gowdy-Johnson, MS, RD, LD Huntington 

Kelli Borgman, MS, RDN  Hyde Park 

Alexandra Kavouksorian, RD, CD Jericho 

Kelsey L. Rose, MPH, RDN Jericho 

Kali Younger, RD, CNSC Killington 

Maria L Alfaro, RD, LD, CDCES, NBC-HWC londonderry 

Alicia Armstrong RDN, LD, CDCES Lyndonville 



Jessica Brennan, RD Milton 

Nicole Reilly, MS, RD, CE Monkton 

Alyssa Moorman, MS, RD, CD Montpelier 

Anna Barasch MS, RD, CD Montpelier 

Britt Richardson, RDN Montpelier 

Amy Gendron, RDN, CD Montpelier 

Maryann Ludlow, MS, RDN Montpelier 

Ryer Elizabeth Leveille RD Montpelier 

Jill Jayne, MS, RD Montpelier, VT 

Haley Dienst MS, RD, CD Moretown 

Joan West, RDN, CD Morrisville 

Emily Tarleton, PhD, RD, NBC-HWC Morrisville 

Ellen Albertson, PhD, RD, NBC-HWC North Hero 

Sarah Dramstad, RD, CD, CNSC North Hero 

James Bronner, RDN, LDN, MPH Norton 

Stacy Morig RD, CNSC, LD Norwich VT 

Alyssa Shelton RD, CD, IBCLC Plattsburgh NY 

Kayla Eugair, MS, RDN, CDN Proctor 

Christine Ellis. M.S., RD Putney 

Beverly Lauchner, MS, RDN, LD Randolph, Vt 

Emily B. Stone, MS, RD, CD, IFNCP, DipACLM Richmond 

Virginia Campbell, RD CD Rutland 

Allison Filepp MS, RD Shaftsbury 



Breana Killeen, MPH, RD Shelburne 

Elizabeth Klug, RD, CD, CNSC Shelburne 

Ania Egan, MS, RD SOUTH BURLINGTON 

Morgan Powers Rainville, RD South Burlington 

Olivia Johnson Garrow, MS, RDN, PhD candidate South Burlington 

Audrey Kessler, MS, RDN South Burlington 

Farryl M Bertmann, PhD, RDN, CD, FAND South Burlington 

Dana Notte, MS, RD, CD, CEDS-C South Burlington 

Jen Woodard, MS, RDN South Burlington 

Nicole Lucey, MS, RD South Burlington 

Maura Elizabeth Benton MS RDN South Hero 

Margaret Canal MS, RD-N, CD, CDCES South Newfane 

Jennifer Stratton RD South Royalton 

Robyn Priebe, RD, CDCES Springfield, VT 

Joseph Frost, RDN St. Albans, VT 

Elizabeth Fusco MS, RDN, CSSD Stamford 

Sumra Harper-Deas, RD Starksboro 

Mary Kathryn Edwards, RD Stowe 

Elise Cushman, MS, RDN, CSO, LDN Thetford 

Bridget Shea, MS, RD Underhill 

Melissa Zelazny, LDN Underhill 

Emily Beringer Vergennes 

Tracie Clarke, MS, RD, CD Waitsfield, VT 



Julie Smith, graduate student in dietetics Washington 

Taylor Ross, RDN Waterbury 

Mary Woodruff, MPH, RDN Waterbury 

Sara Wing, RDN Waterbury Center 

Kate Myerson, RD Waterbury Center 

Ashley Wentworth, RD Waterford 

Kelsey McCullough, RD, LD West Burke 

Kimberly Maddock Pratt Westford 

Emily Piazza, MS, RDN, CD Westford, VT 

Liza Whittington RD, LDN Westminster, VT 

Christine Decker, RDN Weston, VT 

Filomena Kersey, RDN, CD, CSO, LD White River Junction, VT 

Jane Ursula Edwards, PhD, RDN Williston 

Leslie Langevin, MS RD CD Williston 

Ashleigh Lyn Angle, MSD, RDN  Williston 

Lizzy Pope, PhD, RDN Williston 

Kyle Lamprecht, MS, RD Williston, VT 

Rachel Rodney MS,RD,CSOWM,CDE Wilmington 

Abby Wadsworth, MS, RD, CD Winooski 

  

 

 


