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Defining 
“Deepfake”



Deepfake Example

1.









Urgency

● Accessibility of deepfake technology
● Quality of deepfakes
● Erosion of public trust



Key Elements of S 23 - Importance - and Variation

●Definition of deepfake/ synthetic media

●Prohibit distribution of unlabeled deepfakes  - Why disclosure not ban? 

●Standards for disclosure - must be very clear and prominent (Suggested change)

●Covers all people – not just candidates, parties and committees e.g. influencers

●Within 90 days of Election day

●Only covers people who knowingly circulate a deepfake 

●Establish a right for affected parties to seek injunction to take it down

●Establishes penalties



Protections

●No liability for broadcasters or platforms that make a good faith effort to prevent 
deepfakes, or that show deepfakes as part of news coverage and describe as 
deepfakes, or in situations where folks are required to air content by the FCC

●Satire and parody are protected

● Individuals who are unknowingly reposting are not held liable

Suggestions:

● Is paid to broadcast deceptive media and has made a good faith effort
● A person who produces or distributes … satire or parody



Legislation Addressing this Issue
● 26 States have passed legislation (3 awaiting Gov)
● 49 States and D.C. have introduced legislation

○ Mostly in this session and last
○ Most that did not pass was because of time

● 29 States have already introduced this legislation so 
far this year

● Strong bipartisan support, unanimous votes



https://www.citizen.org/article/tracker-legislation-on-deepfakes-in-elections/

States where 
election 

deepfake bills 
passed or are 
in play as of 
April 2025…



Questions?


