NI Gma il Abby Bourgeois <abby@stowevibrancy.org>

SV Quick LOT Poll - Please respond ASAP!

Meghan Okolita <meg.northwoodgallery@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 20, 2026 at 12:27 PM
To: Abby Bourgeois <abby@stowevibrancy.org>

Cc: Sophie@571projects.com, service@ajssportinggoods.com, Heidi Scheuermann <heidi@heidischeuermann.com>,
dana@alpinevt.com, Lou Grove <lou.grove@avocadopit.com>, Russ@barrlaw.com, Jennifer Hale <jcjhale@gmail.com>,
blackcapcoffeevt@gmail.com, salonsalon@stowe.nu, studio@brennabinteriors.com, info@stoweattorneys.com, Beatrice
Lintner <beatrice@bryangallery.org>, Butler House Stowe <butlerhousestowe@gmail.com>, Neil Handwerger
<cafeonmainstowe@gmail.com>, altoarchitecture@office.com, info@stowevermontrealestate.com, Danielle Nichols
<danielle@corkvt.com>, Cristina Mink <csomvt@gmail.com>, Rachel Moore <rachel@thecurrentnow.org>,
inquiry@cushmandesign.com, robyn@waterburystowelaw.com, hello@dayhaus.com, Eric Warnstedt
<eric@henofthewood.com>, Erika@eldarchitecture.com, Kendra Knapik <info@eevwine.com>, jessica@realestatevt.com,
Lisa Mara Bry <lisa@farmhome.co>, Stephanie Ferro <stephanie@ferrojewelers.com>, grand@grandslamtennistours.com,
Patti Clark <patti@gminn.com>, hlevine@hanoverfg.com, akneale@pshift.com, info@hobbleinn.com,
incompany@stowevt.net, Meghan Fitzpatrick <mfitzpatrick@lakechamplainchocolates.com>, lowerbarstowe@gmail.com,
Mike@nobullproject.com, info@olsonplc.net, nancyteed@comcast.net, pall.spera@paulspera.com, Jennifer Martin
<martinjennifer700@gmail.com>, rajarestaurantstowe@gmail.com, info@ranchcampvt.com, Rachel Lewandowski
<Rachel@rthingsvt.com>, sam@samarcht.com, shawsgeneralstore@gmail.com, info@sislerbuilders.com, Adrianne Johnson
<adriannej@gostowe.com>, info@stowechurch.org, info@stowedentalassociates.com, Info <info@stowelandtrust.org>,
bbaraw@pshift.com, gcmstowe@aol.com, theboutique@stowemercantile.com, Rentals Stowe Mountain
<rentals@stowemountainrentals.com>, Stowe Public House <stowepublichouse@gmail.com>, Inn The Stowe Village
<stay@stowevillageinn.com>, mia@stowevillagemassage.com, stowe2009@gmail.com, Kimberly DiNofrio
<tangerineandolivevt@gmail.com>, Shaun M O'Leary NMLS <shaun.oleary@td.com>, Charles Safford
<csafford@stowevt.gov>, Abby Blackburn <abby@vtssm.org>, Nicole Chemi <Nicole@vonbargens.com>, Paint Create
Stowe <paintandcreatestowe@gmail.com>, Tracey Davidow <tracey.davidow@simonpearce.com>, Elise McKenna
<emckenna@hpdpconsulting.com>, Cristina Mink <cristina@stowevibrancy.org>, Candace Elmquist
<candace@stowevibrancy.org>, Candace Elmquist <candaceelmquist@gmail.com>

Hi Abby,
Thank you for including us in this outreach.

We have a slightly different perspective. We’ve lost sales due to the 1% sales tax, so | can only imagine how off putting it
will be for visitors from states with much lower taxes to now see a 2% town tax. Implementing an 8% tax on people who
are funding our tourist dependent economy seems completely counter intuitive to us.

This will also directly increase what we pay the credit card company every month. For example, if an item costs $100, we
charge the customer $107. Then we pay the taxes owed, and are also paying the cc company 3% on that $107. Raising
the tax to 8% will increase what we owe the cc company without us seeing any benefit of it.

We live in Huntington and pay a high property tax to take care of the towns needs. | would expect Stowe to do the same,
especially given how many second homes and air bnbs there are.

This policy feels anti business. Stowe is seeing an uptick in visitors and adding this tax would only discourage people from
visiting. Everything is very expensive in the world right now, let's do what we can to keep Vermont accessible to people
who want to come up here and spend some time in the mountains.

We will be out of town this week otherwise | would have been happy to speak to this. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you
have any questions.

Thank you,

Meghan and Dave Okolita
Northwood Gallery

On Apr 17, 2026, at 5:50 AM, Abby Bourgeois <abby@stowevibrancy.org> wrote:
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