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February 18, 2026 
 
To: Hon. Matthew Birong, Chair 

House Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs 
 
From:  S. Lauren Hibbert, Deputy Secretary of State 
 Tanya Marshall, Chief Records Officer and State Archivist  
 
Re:  H. 831: An act relating to requiring the Secretary of State to include the year of passage 

in the number assigned to acts of the General Assembly 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on H.831 (An act relating to requiring the Secretary of State to 
include the year of passage in the number assigned to acts of the General Assembly).  
 
The Vermont State Archives and Records Administration publishes the Acts and Resolutions after the 
end of each biennium pursuant to: 3 V.S.A. § 104 (Preparation and publication of acts and resolutions); 
3 V.S.A. § 106 (Acts and resolutions of the General Assembly); 3 V.S.A. § 107 (Legislative clerk); and 
Title 29, Chapter 53 (Public Printing).  
 
The published Acts and Resolutions is a bound, print publication from the original acts and resolutions 
of the General Assembly “delivered” to the Secretary of State under 3 V.S.A. § 106, from which we 
“cause a copy of the acts and resolutions to be prepared and printed.”  
 

• There is no digital or electronic version created or published by the Secretary of State.  
 

• The form and format of the acts and resolutions are the General Assembly’s own form and 
format, which are delivered in paper and digital formats to the Secretary of State.  
 

• During the legislative session, the legislative clerk assigns the next sequential number to each 
act and resolution enacted and reports the assigned number to the Legislative Counsel and the 
Governor’s Office for their records. (Sequential numbering has been in place since 1825.) 
 

• After the end of the biennium, Legislative Counsel delivers the final acts and resolutions to the 
Secretary of State for the bound, print publication.  
 

Based on the testimony provided last week on H.831, the recommended changes appear to relate to 
the General Assembly’s own form and format of the acts and resolutions. Regarding Vermont Statutes 
Annotated and how acts are cited, the statutes are published by Legislative Counsel pursuant to 2 
V.S.A. §§ 421-426.   
 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00104
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00106
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/03/005/00107
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/29/053
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/02/013
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/02/013

