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20 V.S.A. § 3a 
(a) In addition to other duties required by law, the Division of Emergency Management shall:
(1) Establish and maintain a comprehensive State emergency management strategy that includes an emergency management 
plan; establish and define regional emergency management committees; and prepare an all-hazards mitigation plan in 
cooperation with other State, regional, and local agencies in compliance with adopted federal standards for emergency 
management. The strategy shall be designed to protect the lives and property, including domestic animals, of persons within 
this State who might be threatened as the result of all-hazards, and shall align State coordination structures, capabilities, and 
resources into a unified and multidisciplined all-hazards approach to incident management. The Division shall annually provide 
an in-person status report on all action items in the all-hazards mitigation plan to the House Committee on Government 
Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government Operations.

Recommendation to Committee: Add language below requiring VEM to provide annual 
in-person progress report to standing committees so the Legislature can make 
informed decisions about spending and policy decisions relating to hazard mitigation 
and emergency planning.
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September 2024 
audit examined the 

effectiveness of 
Vermont’s Hazard 

Mitigation Plan
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1/3 of mitigation 
actions completed, 

and approx. ½ of 
“priority actions”
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Examples of Mitigation Actions in 
2023 SHMP
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No Legislative Oversight/Review of 
Hazard Mitigation Progress Exists

Neither the plan nor annual progress reports are presented 
to any legislative committees. The Legislature does not know 

which actions are being completed, and which are not and 
why not.
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Example #1 of How Consideration of Legislation Like H.397 
Would Benefit From Annual VEM Updates to Legislative 

Committees

Consider Section 7 of H.397 in the context of these two “priority actions” from the 2018 SHMP which remain incomplete.
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Example #2

Consider Section 3 of H.397 requires VEM and ACCD to establish a voluntary buyout program. As we described in our 
audit (see passage below), the buyout program exists. This was a priority action that was completed. However, the 2023 
Plan articulates a new priority action – securing a long-term funding stream.
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