
Hi Members of the Committee,  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today on H.704, The Tenant Representation Pilot 

Program bill. I am hoping I can provide an answer to an outstanding question that was 

raised today around our request to include an appropriation in the bill.  

 

As the language stands right now – funding for this successful program will end on 

10/31/2026. In order to continue this vital work, we are requesting your committee add 

one of the following appropriation requests to the bill.  

 

Each appropriation would allow staffing over a 2 year period:  

- Tier 1: $1.025 million to cover 2-4 counties  

- Tier 2: $2.05 million to cover 4-6 counties  

- Tier 3: $4 million to cover the State  

 

In summary, adding an appropriation would ensure that this program can continue 

building on the success it has already demonstrated, while allowing the state to 

thoughtfully expand access to representation for tenants facing eviction. Without 

additional funding, the program will end in October 2026, just as it is showing 

meaningful impact for Vermonters navigating the eviction process. 

 

Thank you again for your time, consideration, and the thoughtful discussion on this bill. 

We appreciate the committee’s attention to ensuring Vermonters have access to 

representation in housing cases and hope you will consider passing H.704 out of 

committee. 

 

If there are any other questions I did not capture here, we are happy to discuss anytime.  

 

Very Best,  

Andrea 

 

Andrea Smith | Director of Development & Legislative Affairs   

Vermont Legal Aid | Working for Justice  

264 N. Winooski Ave | Burlington VT 05401  

Main: 800.889.2047 | Fax: 802.223.1621  

atsmith@vtlegalaid.org | www.vtlegalaid.org   

Legal help website: VTLawHelp.org 

Pronouns: She, her, hers  

Support Vermont Legal Aid by donating here! 
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