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Vermont Legal Aid supports H.169

I’m here prepared to answer questions about the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, and 

its use of Social Security Numbers.

Vermont Legal Aid supports adding citizenship and immigration status to the FHPA 

because the “national origin” class doesn’t sufficiently protect this group. This 

additional protection will also help employers attract and retain workers.

My colleague Rachel Batterson is available to testify on the fair housing implications of 

this bill further if the Committee wishes.



The SCRA protects active duty military
The Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act ("SCRA") is 50 U.S.C. app. §§ 501 et seq. 

Section 521 of the SCRA protects servicemember defendants against the entry of 

default judgments for failing to defend a case against them because they are 

defending our country. 

For a default judgment, any plaintiff must file an affidavit that they know the 

defendant is not in the military or that they could not determine (and pay a bond). 

https://www.uscourts.gov/court-programs/bankruptcy/bankruptcy-

basics/servicemembers-civil-relief-act-scra

https://www.uscourts.gov/court-programs/bankruptcy/bankruptcy-basics/servicemembers-civil-relief-act-scra


Vermont Civil Rule 55(c)(5) 
(a)Motion for Default Judgment. When a party against whom a judgment for 

affirmative relief is sought by complaint, crossclaim, counterclaim, or other pleading 

has failed to plead or otherwise defend, the party seeking the affirmative relief may file 

a motion for a default judgment.

. . . 

(c)(5) Affidavits Required by Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, the court shall not enter judgment by default until the filing of an affidavit 

as required by section 201(b)(1) of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. 

app. 521, stating whether or not the opposing party is in military service and showing 

necessary facts to support the affidavit or stating that the moving party is unable to 

determine whether or not the opposing party is in military service.



Two main ways to comply with SCRA

• Search the Department of Defense Database

• Personal knowledge





Database does not require SSN
From SCRA User Guide (page 25)

SSN is NOT required. Unless you are a financial institution or otherwise required to 
collect SSNs, you should not require individuals to provide you with their SSN for the 
purpose of conducting a query on this website. Searches can be conducted using 
Name and Date of Birth alone. Providing additional details such as First Name, Middle 
Name, or SSN, if already known, will increase the accuracy of the match.

https://scra.dmdc.osd.mil/scra/#/login?returnUrl=%2Fsingle-record







Personal knowledge

From samples in packet:

• “I see Frederick Franklin around locally pretty frequently. I saw him yesterday 
alongside the road in Lyndon, hitchhiking.”

• Certification by tenant


