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Collaborative



Who makes up the CRC?
ÅThree conservation non-profits
ÅPanthera
ÅMark Elbroch, Axel Moehrenschlager, Rana 

Bayrakcismith, Emily Carrollo

ÅTompkins Conservation
ÅSawyer Downey, Tom Butler

ÅNortheast Wilderness Trust
ÅTom Butler, Shelby Perry

ÅThree university researchers:
ÅThe Ohio State University
ÅJeremy Bruskotter and Ben Ghasemi

ÅMichigan Technological University
ÅJohn Vucetich



Who am I?



History of Northeast Wildlife Management



History of Northeast Wildlife 
Management

ÅFirst state wildlife agency established 
in Massachusetts in 1878; by 1900 17 
states had established state wildlife 
agencies.

ÅFirst public federal lands established as 
early as 1832.

ÅEstablishment of the North American 
Model of Wildlife Conservation 
practices and ideologies late 19th

century into the 20th century.



Northeast Reintroduction History



Cougar History in the East
ÅWhy are they gone? Habitat 

loss, overharvest, and 
persecution.
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!ǊŜƴΩǘ /ƻǳƎŀǊǎ !ƭǊŜŀŘȅ IŜǊŜΚ



1. Is their habitat in the East?
2. Are their large contiguous blocks?
3. When will they recolonize on their own?



1. Yes, there is habitat



Phase 1. Pre-engagement

Step 1. Where might they live?
Step 2. What do people think?
Step 3. What legal structures and policies 
might hinder or help?
Step 4. How long will it take for them to 
recolonize on their own?

17 areas > 6,000 km2, 13 > 10,000 km22. Yes, there are large 
contiguous blocks of habitat

Yovovich et. 
al. 2023
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University of Montana 
postdoc position

They are coming, right?

Agent-based modeling
ÅWhere will they come from?
ÅWhen will they arrive in the East?
ÅWhat are the current impediments 

to recolonization?



Residents vs Dispersers // Time steps for mapping dispersal



Causes of 
mortality
Anthropogenic
Natural

aƻŘŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΧ
Probability of surviving a road crossing



Mortality of simulated male disperses 1995-2015.
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