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V¥ Introduction to NEWT

“Wilderness 1s not a specic

of place,
place.” - o X




NORTHEAST

Northeast Wilderness Trust

$ Mission: Protecting Forever Wild Landscapes for
WILDERNESS
TRUST Nature and People

We envision a landscape of connected, resilient
wildlands shared by a human culture that
recognizes the benefits of wild places.
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& Wildlands and Old
Forests
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is Wildlands.
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& wildlands and Old
Forests

Wildlands vs.-Old Forests
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>O.5% . Of VT has the

haracteristics of
old forest




Wildlands and Old
Forests
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Minimally disturbed
forests have deep leaf
litter and humus layers.
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Older forests are found to have

a higher diversity of moss,

lichen, and herbaceous plants.
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Older trees often
have more
cavities and holes
in them, which
make excellent
homes for wildlife
even after the
tree has fallen.

\

Tip-ups create shelter for
denning and nesting animals.
Over time, they decompose and
help to form the undulating
“pit-and-mound” topography
of an old forest floor.

Seeps are small forested
wetlands that occur where
groundwater emerges to
the surface. They are more
common in forests that
have a low human impact.
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McMahon, JS, Biodiversity: The Language of
Wilderness 2021 Northeast Wilderness Trust
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A Ecological
Representation of

Wildlands

Wildlands in New England

Past, Present, and Future

Wildlands

Bl g ’ Vermont Conservation Design
B Y 0 e e i vl Ecologically Functional Landscape
3» ~-/‘\:- : i ~ 5 ) iRl SR . o : T AR “ Highest Priority Natural Community & Habitat Features
\ . B I “ Highest Priority Landscape Blocks
3 _ s & “ Highest Priority Surface Waters and Riparian Areas
Wildlands . -~ " s
Woodlands -
== Farmlands &
RN e R J Communities
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A Ecological
Representation of
Wildlands

Target:

15% of the Matrix
Forest within Highest
Priority Forest Blocks

in each Biophysical

Region

Map courtesy of Robert Zaino, VI F&W
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Wildlands and the VCD Old Forest Targets
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Wildlands and the VCD Old Forest Targets
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Vermont Valley

Taconic Mountains
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A Ecological
Representation of

Wildlands

Champlain Hills

Vermont Conservation Design
old forest target: 13,000 acres

Acres of Wildlands: 184 (1.4%)

Map courtesy of Robert Zaino, VI F&W



A Ecological
Representation of
Wildlands

Champlain Hills
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NEWT Private Lands
Protected, Not Wildland 28,886 acres Easement

Unprotected 206,653 acres

Wildland, Weak 24 acres

Wildland, Strong 161 acres

Lake Carmi Bog Natural Area

Photos and data courtesy of Robert Zaino, VT F&W




Wildlands and the VCD Old Forest Targets
vermontvalley | )
Taconic Mountains R )
Southern Vermont Piedmont -

Northern Vermont Piedmont -

Northern Green Mountains

Northeastern Highlands

Champlain Valley

Champlain Hills
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A Ecological
Representation of

Wildlands

Southern Green Mountains

Vermont Conservation Design
old forest target: 91,000 acres

Acres of Wildlands: 87,780 acres (96%)

Map courtesy of Robert Zaino, VI F&W



Representation of Matrix Forest Types —
Southern Green Mountains Wildlands

90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
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0.0%

Acadian Low Elevation Acadian Sub-boreal Spruce Acadian-Appalachian Appalachian (Hemlock)- Laurentian-Acadian Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest Flat Montane Spruce-Fir- Northern Hardwood Forest Northern Hardwood Forest Hemlock-Hardwood Forest
Hardwood Forest

B % of Matrix Forest B % of Matrix Forest in Wildlands



Appalachian (Hemlock)-Northern Hardwood Forest

Comprises 1% of the matrix forests in region ~ P#MCWELK  Comprises 8% of the matrix forests in region
0% of matrix forest in wildlands e P 2% of matrix forests in wildlands




Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Hemlock-Hardwood Forest
(blue-green)

Appalachian (Hemlock)-
Northern Hardwood Forest
(brown-pink)
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Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Hemlock-Hardwood Forest
(blue-green)

Appalachian (Hemlock)-
Northern Hardwood Forest
(brown-pink)
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the National Forest.

Map courtesy of Robert Zaino, VT F&W, Habitat Types data from Ferree and Anderson 2013



.' 1 -"[\!" ' .". “';'?
B el
Ty w7

0 : N ———— T | sty
% - 4.|,'»,‘/./‘f
‘:,.;'i/.!”'“{

A Ecological Representation of Wildlands

A& The role of Private Lands



Wildland Protections by EPA Ecoregions

Percent Wildland by Ecoregion

<1%

ﬁ& The role of Private Lands
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TRUST

]

y Coyote in Sun|© Sue Morse |
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