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Introduction to NEWT

“Wilderness is not a special kind 

of place, but rather a special 

commitment we can make to any 

place.”

-Daryl Burtnett, former ED of Northeast Wilderness Trust



Northeast Wilderness Trust

Introduction to NEWT

Mission: Protecting Forever Wild Landscapes for 

Nature and People

We envision a landscape of connected, resilient 

wildlands shared by a human culture that 

recognizes the benefits of wild places. 
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81%
of New England is forest.
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3.3%
is Wildlands.

Wildlands and Old 

Forests



Wildlands vs. Old Forests
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Wildlands vs. Old Forests

Wildlands and Old 

Forests

3.7%

>0.5%
%

Of VT is protected 
as Wildlands.

Of VT has the 
characteristics of 

old forest
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Ecological 

Representation of 

Wildlands

15% of the Matrix 
Forest within Highest 
Priority Forest Blocks 
in each Biophysical 

Region
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Champlain Hills

Vermont Conservation Design 
old forest target: 13,000 acres

Acres of Wildlands: 184 (1.4%)

Ecological 

Representation of 

Wildlands



Ecological 

Representation of 

Wildlands

Champlain Hills

Unprotected 206,653 acres

Protected, Not Wildland 28,886 acres

Wildland, Weak 24 acres

Wildland, Strong 161 acres

Lake Carmi Bog Natural Area

NEWT Private Lands 
Easement
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Ecological 

Representation of 

Wildlands

Southern Green Mountains

Vermont Conservation Design 
old forest target: 91,000 acres

Acres of Wildlands: 87,780 acres (96%)
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Acadian Low Elevation
Spruce-Fir-Hardwood Forest

Acadian Sub-boreal Spruce
Flat

Acadian-Appalachian
Montane Spruce-Fir-

Hardwood Forest

Appalachian (Hemlock)-
Northern Hardwood Forest

Laurentian-Acadian
Northern Hardwood Forest

Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

Representation of Matrix Forest Types –
Southern Green Mountains Wildlands 

% of Matrix Forest % of Matrix Forest in Wildlands



Acadian-Appalachian Montane Spruce-Fir Forest

Comprises 1% of the matrix forests in region
10% of matrix forest in wildlands

Appalachian (Hemlock)-Northern Hardwood Forest

Comprises 8% of the matrix forests in region
2% of matrix forests in wildlands



Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

(blue-green)

Appalachian (Hemlock)-
Northern Hardwood Forest

(brown-pink)



Laurentian-Acadian Pine-
Hemlock-Hardwood Forest

(blue-green)

Appalachian (Hemlock)-
Northern Hardwood Forest

(brown-pink)



This shows the habitat data 
clipped to federal lands, 

indicating that most of these 
forest types occur outside of 

the National Forest. 
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The role of Private Lands

<1%

1-2%

2-10%

>10%

Wildland Protections by EPA Ecoregions

Percent Wildland by Ecoregion
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Thank you
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