
Pretreatment Permitting

Does State Delegation Control? 



What is Pretreatment?

“Pretreatment” means the reduction 

of the amount of pollutants, the 

elimination of pollutants, or the 

alteration of the nature of pollutant 

properties in wastewater prior to or in 

lieu of discharging or otherwise 

introducing pollutants into a POTW. 

40 C.F.R. §403.3.

Publicly Owned Treatment Works or POTW 

means a treatment works as defined by 

section 212 of the Act, which is owned by a 

State or municipality (as defined by section 

502(4) of the Act). This definition includes 

any devices and systems used in the storage, 

treatment, recycling and reclamation of 

municipal sewage or industrial wastes of a 

liquid nature. It also includes sewers, pipes 

and other conveyances only if they convey 

wastewater to a POTW Treatment Plant.





40 C.F.R. § 403.10

Development and submission of NPDES State 

pretreatment pro-

grams.



40 C.F.R. 403.10(e) In lieu of POTW developing 

a Pretreatment Program















Can ANR Delegate Primary or 

Sole Pretreatment Permitting, 

Inspection, and Enforcement to 

a Municipality When 403.10(e) 

Memorandum Provides that 

State has “Primary 

Responsibility”?

BIG 

QUESTION

Small Answer: I Don’t Know


