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H.86 (S.29) Follow-up to 3/27/2025 Testimony 
Submitted to House Committee on Environment 

by Vermont Agency of Transportation 
 

Craig DiGiammarino, Manager, Conservation & Stewardship Section 
District Maintenance & Fleet Division  |  Vermont Agency of Transportation 

802-922-4681  |   craig.digiammarino@vermont.gov  |  C&S Section Website   
 

Follow-up questions and clarifications regarding 3/27/2025 testimony:   

1. Does the snowplow’s on-board surface friction and temperature sensors and the closed loop ground speed 
spreader controllers automatically adjust salt application rates or is there a manual step taken by the plow 
truck driver? 

Answer: The driver must set a rate.  The truck automatically adjusts for speed, start and stop.  See Items 7 
and 8 on Page 7 of the Snow and Ice Control (SIC) Plan. 

 

2. Are snowplow on-board sensor information available in real time to municipalities and could it be useful 
to them in adjusting salt application rates or materials used in real time on nearby Municipal Roads? 

Answer: Real time ice control is a complex art that considers multiple factors.  VTrans can see and 
monitor what our drivers put down on the roads.  It would be cumbersome and only a snapshot of that 
exact instant of application rate for that exact location on the State highway.  This information would not 
be beneficial to Municipalities as this real time information is very specific to weather and road 
conditions in that exact location on the State highway which would likely be different than weather and 
road conditions on Municipal roads even if those roads were in close proximity. 

3. What is the difference in cost between a standard plow truck versus a fully equipped (all the latest 
sensors, computers, etc) plow truck that VTrans uses to implement its Snow and Ice Control Practices?   

Answer: Estimated upfit cost per truck is about $15,000 for all the equipment that would track salt use 
and liquid use. For data management services there is an additional fee of $300/truck/year. This would be 
in addition to the $275,000 base price for a standard Tandem Axle Plow truck (10-wheeler) with no snow 
& ice control equipment.  Price for the fully loaded plow truck would be $290,000 plus the annual 
monthly fee per truck for the telematics service for AVL/ GPS and spreader control.  Note, prices are an 
estimate, subject to change, will likely increase, and may vary based on the vendor and municipal 
contracting and bidding requirements. 

mailto:craig.digiammarino@vermont.gov
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/conservation-stewardship-section
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/documents/Snow%20and%20Ice%20Control%20Plan.pdf
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4. How many applications for salt sheds does VTrans Municipal Assistance Program get annually; how 
many are awarded funding and what is the average award amount in any given year? 

Answer: This table provides information for the past 5 years. 
 

 
 
For addition information you can share with Municipalities regarding the VTrans salt shed application 
refer them to the Municipal Assistance Section – Salt Shed Grant Application Guide. 

5. Are there any Federal Highway obligations to maintain highways to a minimum standard as it relates to 
snow and ice control and are there any financial ramifications if these minimum standards are not met? 

Answer: There are no obligations at the Federal level.  Vermont has a “safe-roads-at-safe-speeds” policy 
for winter storms.  Since its adoption by the General Assembly in the early 1980’s, that policy has 
directed VTrans to keep highways plowed, salted, and sanded to keep them open to traffic, and to 
maintain them to a degree that allows motorists to use them at reasonable speeds.  This policy requires 
that drivers use good judgment and understand that during a storm Vermont’s roads will be covered with 
some snow.  Roads will not become bare until after the storm is over. After the storm, highways are 
returned to bare pavement on a “corridor priority” schedule based on the highway’s “level of 
service”.  Interstates, for example, take priority over lightly traveled rural highways. 
 
To better explain our winter maintenance practices, including what motorists can expect from VTrans 
during a winter storm, we’ve developed a Snow and Ice Control (SIC) Plan. 
 
Also see VTrans Winter Maintenance Website for additional information. 

6. Is VTrans historic salt and sand usage available? 

Answer: See graph on page 3 showing VTrans salt and sand usage 1999 – 2024 with annual winter 
severity added. 

 

 

https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/highway/documents/ltf/Municipal%20Assistance%20Section%20Salt%20Shed%20Application%20Guide%20Final.pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/sites/aot/files/documents/Snow%20and%20Ice%20Control%20Plan.pdf
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/operations/winter-maintenance
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