
❖ MCI is a citizen-led environmental organization in Québec founded in 1967 to 

protect and maintain the environment of  the Lake Memphremagog's 

watershed.

❖MCI’s president Johanne Lavoie, has delegated for today’s presentation board 

members Antonio Di Fruscia and Robert Benoit.

❖ We are pleased to participate and support DUMP’s leadership with the House 

bill H.652.





MCI is actively working with Québec municipalities 

surrounding Lake Memphrémagog, as well as the City of  

Sherbrooke, to encourage the adoption of  resolutions 

aligned with the intent and direction of  House Bill H.652. 

The Canton of  Stanstead adopted such a resolution in 

November 2025, and other municipalities are expected to 

follow shortly

The resolution outlines several critical points:



▪ Importance of  Lake Memphremagog

▪ Leachate Contamination Threat

▪ Actions Undertaken to Protect the Lake

▪ Current Concerns

▪ International Treaty Obligations



In June 2021, the National Assembly of Quebec passed a 
historic unanimous resolution to protect the water quality 
of Lake Memphremagog

• Permanent Ban on Leachate: The Assembly formally 
requested a permanent ban on the discharge of treated 
landfill leachate into the Lake Memphremagog watershed.

• Pressure on Vermont: The Quebec government solicited 
the State of Vermont to ensure this ban is implemented, 
specifically targeting the Coventry landfill located at the 
lake's headwaters.

• Drinking Water Protection: The resolution aimed to 
safeguard the drinking water source for over 175,000 
Quebecers who rely on the lake.

• PFAS Concerns: The action was spurred by the detection 
of PFAS  in the lake, which environmental groups linked to 
the Vermont-based landfill operations.

The resolution represented a unified front across five political 
parties to address long-standing transboundary environmental 
concerns between Quebec and Vermont.



Québec permanently closed its own landfill (Bestan) in the watershed in 

2010 to

protect this shared drinking water source.

❖ The Bestan Landfill, located in Magog, Québec, was owned and operated by 

Waste Management (WM) until operations ceased in 2009.

❖ In 2007, WM sought to expand and modernize the site to meet stricter 

standards adopted by the Québec Ministry of  the Environment.

❖ A united opposition from municipalities, MCI, and partners emerged, with key 

concerns about contamination risks to the Lake Memphrémagog watershed and 

drinking water supply.



❖ Municipalities diverted their waste elsewhere, rendering WM's proposed 

expansion economically unviable.

❖ Permanent closure was achieved in 2009.

❖ The site remains a potential environmental threat requiring ongoing 

vigilance.

❖ WM is legally obligated to capture and treat leachate offsite from the 

Bestan landfill.

❖ MCI continues monitoring activities to ensure transparency and protect 

Lake Memphrémagog.
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