
Public wildlands for all:
¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ
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ÅIn 150 years, tree cover has 
returned to much of New 
England. But we are a long way 
from forests.

ÅLess than 1/10 of 1% of New 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛǎ ƻƭŘ-
growth forest

ÅJust 0.3% of New England 
forests are over 150 years old

New England today: 

Trees or Forests?



VT Digger Photo





ά¢ƘŜ ΨƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳō ƻŦ 
time, compared to which those now alive form but an insignificant fraction. Our duty to the 
whole, including the unborn generations, bids us restrain an unprincipled present-day 
minority from wasting the heritage of these unborn generations. The movement for the 
conservation of wild life and the larger movement for the conservation of all our natural 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΦέ

- President Theodore Roosevelt





ÅState and federal public lands = 
11% of New England

ÅApproximate percentages of state 
and federal public land by state:
ÅME: 6.4%
ÅCT: 7.6%
ÅRI: 8.9%
ÅMA: 12.1%
ÅVT: 12.3%
ÅNH: 16.2%

The importance of 

public lands



- In New England, 2.3% of 
the average annual timber 
harvest comes from state 
and federal lands

- In Vermont, 2.53% of the 
average annual timber 
harvest comes from state 
and federal lands, including 
just 0.35% from state lands

- On average, Vermont 
harvests ~50% more wood 
than is consumed within 
Vermont each year. 
(Littlefield et al 2024)

Public Lands and 

Wood Products



ά²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ƻŦ 
passively managed Wildlands (at least 10% of the entire landscape) 
surrounded by actively, ecologically managed Woodlands, covering at 
least 70% of the entire landscape in protected forest... In principle, a full 
20% of the region (8 million acres of forest) or more could be dedicated 
to Wildlands while still achieving the sustainable wood production 
ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘΦέ

- ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ό[ƛǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ Ŝǘ ŀƭ нлнпύ

Public lands and wood 

products



Wǳƭȅ нлно ŦƭƻƻŘǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ²ǊƛƎƘǘǎǾƛƭƭŜ wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊΩǎ 
spillway into the North Branch of the Winooski (photo: VT Digger). 

The Wild Worcester Range saved Montpelier.

The importance of 

Wild Public Lands



VT Digger Photo



Å July 2023 flood: 200-500 
year flood event in many 
locations within the North 
Branch watershed and 
along the spine of the 
Green Mountains

Å Highest recorded total 
was in Calais (9.2 inches in 
48 hours, or greater than 
a 500 year flood)

Å For the week starting on 
July 10, 2023, the Lamoille 
River delivered more 
phosphorus to Lake 
Champlain than in all of 
2022 (LCBP)



ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ 
assume that lands in forest cover 
are resilient to the effects of 
flooding simply by virtue of their 
forested status. However, forest 
cover does not necessarily 
equate to forest health and 
ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΧ

ά¢ƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ώǘƻŘŀȅΩǎϐ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ 
is not the same as the pre-
{ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƭŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΦέ



ά¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
mechanism for ensuring 
protection of water resources 
on State Lands has been the 
Acceptable Management 
Practices for Maintaining 
Water Quality on Logging Jobs 
in Vermont (AMPs)... They are 
not designed to enhance flood 
resiliency specifically, or to 
address more extreme storm 
conditions experienced with 
greater frequency in recent 
years and anticipated in 
coming decades."



άhǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ !atǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ .at 
adjustments relating to slope and hydrologic 
conditions, they do not consider soil erodibility 
or elevation, they do not address extreme 
storms, and they do not account for the 
superior benefits of unharvested and roadless 
areas compared to harvested areas, regardless 
ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .atǎΦέ



ά¢ƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ 
is a long-term concern for nearly all harvesting 
activities and roads or skid trails regardless of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŀƎŜ ό9t!Σ нлнлύΧ ώ¢ϐimber 
harvesting is not a strategy for water supply 
protection that reduces contamination 
risk, but rather constitutes an additional and 
perhaps unnecessary risk to the water supplyΦέ


