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Most important: 

1. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NVDI)
2. Elevation (< 2500 ft, but <1000 ft is best)
3. Distance to water (within 5000m works)

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NVDI): a 
widely used metric for quantifying the health and 
density of vegetation from satellite imagery. 

Indicates healthier, denser vegetation, or 
“greenness” = primary productivity 

O’Malley et al. 2024



Winkel et al. 2023



Winkel et al. 2023

69% suitability and ≥ 2500 km2 area threshold
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Van de Kirk et al. 2015
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