
January 28
2026

Vermont Conservation Plan
House Committee on Environment & Energy

Nick Bennette,  Chair, Vermont Trails & Greenways Council
Executive Director, Vermont Mountain Bike Association 



Background
Outdoor recreation is woven into the fabric 
and landscape of Vermont

• 11,500+ miles of public-access trails
• Strong collaboration between public land 

managers & nonprofit stewardship orgs
• A vibrant and highly diversified outdoor 

recreation business sector
• Dozens of outdoor recreation-oriented 

communities
• Public-access recreation is a designated purpose 

for conservation
• Accounts for 4.8% of State GDP
• Private landowners host 70+% of public trails
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About the VTGC

Our organizational members:
• Represent 50,000+ individual members
• Log 100,000+ hours of volunteer time annually
• Manage and maintain 8,000+ miles of trails
• Support 16,000+ jobs statewide through outdoor 

businesses and the broader impact of our work 
• Steward trails on private land, which hosts over 70% 

of public access trails in Vermont
• Partner closely with state and federal agencies  to 

manage trails on public land

https://vermonttgc.org/
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The consolidated, expert voice and support 
hub for recreational trails in Vermont.
• 501(c)(3), founded in 1989
• Advisor to ANR, as designated in VT Statute
• Member organization w/ 1 PT Staff Member



Recreation & 
Conservation
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A primary way in which the public accesses 
protected lands and a driver for their conservation

• Public-access recreation is a recognized purpose 
for conservation in Vermont Statute

• A history and future of combined Recreation & 
Conservation Funding Programs 

• LWCF: >$45M since 1965
• Long Trail Protection Campaign: 25,000 

acres since the 1980s
• Velomont: 214,000 acres of strategic 

conservation opportunity

• Outdoor recreation groups and businesses 
identified as a key stakeholder in Act 59

“Conservation rights and interests” mean rights held by a qualified 
holder to restrict or condition the use, modification, or subdivision of a 
land or water area and rights to perform, or require the performance of, 
specified activities with respect thereto. These rights and interests shall 
be for the purpose of maintaining, enhancing, and conserving that land 
or water area, including improvements thereon, predominantly in its 
natural, scenic, or open condition, or in agricultural, farming, forest, 
wildlife, or open space use, or for public recreation… 

- 10 V.S.A § 821
”



Our Trail Map

https://fpr.vermont.gov/move-forward-together-vermont
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Move Forward Together Vermont lays out a clear vision 
and priority actions for the outdoor rec community

• Vision: Foster Healthy and Vibrant Communities 
through Outdoor Recreation

• Cross-cutting Objectives
• Equity
• Climate Resilience

• 19 Priority Actions organized under three themes
• Stewardship
• Wellness
• Economic Development

Develop recreational opportunities and 
conserve open spaces that strategically 
fill gaps in experiences and distribution 
across the state

Create and enhance in-community 
outdoor recreation opportunities that 
directly connect to where people live, 
learn, and work



Role in the Vermont 
Conservation Plan
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Three major ways we envision trail-based recreation 
as part of our 30x30 and 50x50 efforts

• Providing equitable access to conserved spaces
• Promoting community resilience through health, 

well-being, and economic vitality
• As a driver to conserve new spaces and source of 

critical resources & capacity 

Incorporation into the Current Draft Framework
• Promote Outdoor Recreation as a pathway under 

Objective 2: Conservation for Communities 

• Additionally vital to:
• Pathway 2.1: Increase Equitable Access
• Pathway 3.1: Increase and Optimize Funding 

and Financing 

Source: Headwaters Economics



Engaging our 
Community
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Outdoor Rec Day on February 5th!

• 100+ registered outdoor recreation advocates

• Focus on community impact stories

• Lunch with constituents (12-1) at the Pavillion

https://www.vermontoutdoorbusinessalliance.org/pos
t/outdoor-recreation-day-at-the-statehouse

Vermont Conservation Plan: Outdoor Recreation 
Virtual Listening Session (March 9th)

• Co-hosted by VTGC, VOBA, and VRPA

• Follows regional listening sessions, which we are 
promoting as an educational opportunity

• Focus on soliciting community feedback on the 
public version of the expanded framework



THANK YOU!
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nick@vmba.org




