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On August 13, 2021 
Environmental Health Trust 
(EHT) won a landmark case 
resulting in a federal court 
ordering the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) to explain why it ignored 
scientific evidence showing harm 
from wireless radiation. 

Environmental Health Trist et al v. FCC

https://ehtrust.org/in-historic-decision-federal-court-finds-fcc-failed-to-explain-why-it-ignored-scientific-evidence-showing-harm-from-wireless-radiation/
https://cases.justia.com/federal/appellate-courts/cadc/20-1025/20-1025-2021-08-13.pdf?ts=162886505


The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
also published the National Toxicology Program (2) study 
which assessed tumors and heart damage in rats due to 
radiofrequency radiation. They concluded that the FCC 
limits should be strengthened up to 200-400 times the 
current level in order to protect children.

National Toxicology Program- NIH

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/materials/cell_phone_radiofrequency_radiation_studies_508.pdf
https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-021-00768-1
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/sites/default/files/NTP_cell_phone_factsheet_jan_2024_508.pdf


NH Final Report of the Commission to study the environmental and health effects of Evolving 
5g technology

https://gc.nh.gov/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf
https://gc.nh.gov/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf


In 2000, the Ecolog Institute Report 
commissioned by T-Mobile 

recommended an exposure limit 1,000 
times lower than the FCC’s current 

power density limit.
Mobile Telecommunications and Health ECOLOG- 

Institut 2000

https://ehsciences.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/T-Mobile-Cell-Tower-Radiation-Safety-Ecolog-Report-2000-Report-.pdf
https://ehsciences.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/T-Mobile-Cell-Tower-Radiation-Safety-Ecolog-Report-2000-Report-.pdf


Dr. Henry Lai has compiled studies on non-ionizing electromagnetic 
fields (EMF), including RF radiation since 1990 and found the 
majority reported significant effects. As of May 2025, his 
review—posted on Dr. Joel Moskowitz’ SaferEMR site –:
Ph.D., School of Public Health at the University of California,
Welcome to EMR Safety - Electromagnetic Radiation Safety

89% of 407 oxidative stress studies since 1997 show harm.
72% of 511 genetic studies since 1990 found effects.
78% of 480 neurological studies since 2007 found harm.
85% of 380 reproductive/developmental studies since 1990 showed 
impact.
242 studies reported harm from low-intensity RF (SAR < 0.40 W/kg).

https://www.saferemr.com/2016/03/welcome-to-emr-safety.html


“Children are disproportionately affected by environmental 
exposures, including cell phone radiation.” 

“Current FCC standards do not account for the unique 
vulnerability and use patterns specific to pregnant women and 
children. It is essential that any new standard for cell phones or other 
wireless devices be based on protecting the youngest and most 
vulnerable populations to ensure they are safeguarded throughout 
their lifetimes.”

American Academy of Pediatrics letters to FCC

https://icbe-emf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/American-Academy-of-Pediatrics-Letters-to-FCC-and-Congress-on-cell-phone-radiation-health-effects-.pdf


“A study found that kindergarten 
children attending schools near cell 
towers had over three times higher 

total RF exposure than those 
attending a school without a close 

proximity cell tower, as measured by 
personal RF radiation measurement 
devices worn throughout the day.”

Environmental Health Sciences

Radiofrequency-electromagnetic field 
exposures in kindergarten children

https://www.nature.com/articles/jes201655
https://www.nature.com/articles/jes201655


“Yet, as scientists, advocates, and attorneys pointed out at the
Killington conference, technology, driven more often than 
not by financial opportunism, often outpaces our 
understanding. We know enough science to get us our
inventions, but not enough to know, until too late, what we 
have wrought. It's an old story, perhaps…..
But we will know the consequences in time, for as Dr. Paul 
Heroux, a research scientist from Quebec, pointed out, a body 
of evidence is accumulating day by day. "In the future, you will 
all be using..cellular phones," he told his audience, "and that may 
solve the research problem.""Oh, I see," said VNRC's Acting 
Executive Director Steve Holmes, nudging his neighbor in the 
audience. "The bodies of evidence will be us."



Peer-reviewed research 
articles recommend 
keeping cell towers at 
least 500 meters 
(approximately 1,500 
feet) away from 
populated areas to 
reduce health risks, 
including:

● Environmental Research

● Internatiohttps://pubmed.ncbi.n
lm.nih.gov/20662418/nal 
Journal of Science 
Environmental Research and 
Public Health

● Science of the Total 
Environment 

● Environmental Reviews

● International Journal of 
Occupational Environmental 
Health 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2019.108845
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031229
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031229
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031229
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031229
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18031229
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969711005754
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969711005754
https://cdnsciencepub.com/doi/10.1139/A10-018
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20662418/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20662418/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20662418/


Turkey, Greece, Chile, Bangladesh, Australia, Israel, New Zealand, and Russia 
prohibit cell towers on school grounds. Australia capped radiation emission limits 
at 1% of federal levels near schools. Turkey mandates ongoing monitoring and 
compliance of radiation levels at schools and hospitals. Bangladesh banned cell 
towers on residential buildings, schools, colleges, playgrounds, and in high density 
areas. Chile prohibits cell antennas in sensitive places such as kindergartens, 
hospitals and nursing homes. Toronto, Canada advises radiation limits set 100 times 
lower than federally accepted levels.
 

Addressing Cell Towers at Schools as Primary Prevention

https://ehsciences.org/addressing-cell-towers-at-schools-science-based-policy-health-risks/


Other countries have developed transparent accountability frameworks 
through monitoring and compliance enforcement to provide protections 
for communities, the environment and vulnerable populations.
 
For example, in 2015, France passed legislation to ban Wi-Fi and wireless 
devices in nursery schools, reduce WiFi in schools, require cell tower 
radiation compliance, offer tools for citizens to verify radiation 
measurements near homes and establish an agency to evaluate research on 
health effects from radiation exposure and handle compliance and 
enforcement of this law.
 

https://ehtrust.org/france-new-national-law-bans-wifi-nursery-school/
https://ehjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12940-021-00768-1
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Doctor and Scientist on  Cell Tower Radiation Health Effects 
Dr. Martin Blank, Columbia University 

Dr. David Carpenter, University of Albany 

Dr. Davis Ph.D. and Dr. Anthony Miller 

Dr. Linda Birnbaum, Ph.D, Former Director, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
and National Toxicology Program 

Dr. Paul Héroux, Ph.D 

Dr. Ron Powell Ph.D, The Health Argument against Cell Phones and Cell Towers 

Dr. Kent Chamberlin, University of New Hampshire 

Dr. James Rochester Letter on Cell Towers at the Hampfield School District

Dr. Magda Havas 

Physicians For Safe Technology Dr. Cindy Russell  

Dr. Dennis Booth on Cell Towers at Hempfield School District Letter

Scientists' Letter to the Ontario Minister of Education



Many Thanks to Theodora Scarato for her work and assistance.

Theodora Scarato, MSW
Director of the Wireless and EMF Program at Environmental Health Sciences. 

Scarato is a leading expert in environmental health policy related to cell towers. She has co-authored several scientific papers and 
serves as a Special Expert to the International Commission on the Biological Effects of Electromagnetic Fields (ICBE-EMF). 

Her most recent, Frontiers on Public Health publication is “U.S. policy on wireless technologies and public health protection: regulatory 
gaps and proposed reforms."

Having previously long served as Executive Director of Environmental Health Trust, Scarato led a 2021 landmark federal case against 
the FCC in which the court mandated the agency explain how its 1996 cell tower radiation exposure guidelines were adequate in 
regards to children's vulnerability, long term exposure and wildlife impacts. The court also ordered the FCC to respond as to how its 
compliance tests, which do not test phones at body contact, were relevant. The FCC has not responded to the Court. 

She is involved in current efforts to get the FCC to respond to the 2021 DC Circuit Court mandate as she is an individual petitioner in 
the case and has filed numerous scientific submissions to the FCC. 

https://ehsciences.org/wireless-health-facts/
https://ehsciences.org/theodora-scarato/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1677583/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/public-health/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2025.1677583/full
https://www.law360.com/appellate/articles/1412667/dc-circ-orders-fcc-to-revisit-possible-5g-wireless-harms
https://ehsciences.org/lawsuit-wireless-radiation-safety/
https://ehsciences.org/regulatory-filings-correspondence-by-environmental-health-sciences/

