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Vermont’s mystical
Lake Willoughby
springs back

By Christina Tree
Special to the Globe

Lake Wil- |
loughby is Ver-
mont’s most myste-
rious, magnificent,
magical lake.
Mounts Hor and
Pisgah, which rise
abruptly from
opposite shores,
reate a fiord-
like effect above
narrow waters. :

It's the kind of Anthony Schultz illustration
“romantic’’ landscape beloved by 19th-century tour-
ists. By the 1890s, two substantial hotels hugged its
shore and another perched high on Mount Pisgah’s
south shoulder. There were a number of Gothic-style
cottages, two lake boats and a lively dance hall. Lake
Willoughby was known as “The Lucerne of America."

But just a few years ago, Lake Willoughby offered
no place to eat, and lodging was limited to seasonal,
by-the-week cabins. So its revival has been sudden and
dramatic.

In little more than a year, an upscale inn with an
outstanding restaurant has opened on one side of the
lake, and a former estate has become a bed-and-break-
fast inn on the other. A former general store has begun
selling Christmas decorations, crafted gifts and T-
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Lake Willoughby springs back

B LAKE WILLOUGHBY
Continued from Page Al
shirts picturing Willy. Lake Wil-
‘s lake monster. And you
bike out

The new Willoughvale Inn rep-
licates the um farmhouse that it
w much the

present owners, longlime summer
. residents of nearby Burke Hollow
cared about preserving the exterl
or of the old local eatery. But in-
ide, the decor is downright cle

- gant, and the new dining room's

windows maximize the spectacu
lar view. The food is haute cuisine
at diner prices.

Michael LaCrolx, one of North
S Vemoptabest Erown stk
s in the kurhen nd the $1.5

€heese soup Is smooth a nd tangy;
the 812,95 braised shoulder of
Vermont veal mells in your
‘mouth: and the herbed zucchint is

rm. What you remember is the
combination of a superb meal and
view. Upstairs, the nine rooms -
six overlaoking the lake — are
nearer resort-area prices: $80 for
standard rooms, $95 for the one
with a four-poster bed and two-
persan whirlpool. $110 for the effi-

magnificent view of the water
filled notch, but the feel Is homier,
The expansive, Lwin-turretcd
mansion has been painstakingly
restored — from its rich paneling
and third-floor skylight to its
foundations — by the same cheery
family members who make your
bed and morning muffins. Michi-

gan natives Sherry and Ken Pey
den. with the help of their four
children and Ken's mother Caih
erine, have brought warmth as
well as spit and palish o this airy
old ark

Fox Hall was bullt as a_sum
mer home for the mayor of Yon-
kers, N.Y.. and served as adminis-
trative and parents’ quarters for
Songadeewin, a prestigious girls'

camp from 1921 until 1976, But it
was Just another of the lake's old
wooden ghosts when the Peydens
arrived, and there are still some
surviving camp cabins and out-
buildings on iis 76 acres - which
include a broad lawn that rolls off
the porch and down, down, al
most o the lakeside canoe and
paddle boals

A view to remember

The porch ifself is my idea of
the place in New England (o sit
out foliage season. Any time of day
ar night with the moon stlvering
the lake and the walls of Pisgah
and Hor black agalnst the stars),
1t's a difficult spot 10 walk away
from. Bed and breakfast at Fox
Hall costs $85 with private bath,
$65 with shared, less i you're
alone or a senfor citizen.

Lake Willoughby is in the town
of Westmare, year-round popula
tion 270 people, a lot of them
farmers. It's generally agreed to be
the very heart - you might say th
watery navel - of Vermont's
Northeast Kingdom,(

The Northeast Kingdom - a
name for the three northeastern
counties of Vermont — encom-
passes nearly 2,000 square miles
of lake-spotied couniry. There are
two high mountains, n

Willoughby. There are
isted pockets (both Ja
Burke are ski areas with
mintums and offshoot innsl, hul
generally this is an open. glacially
carved land of humped hilis and
high, rolling farmland

The Northeast Kingdom is

a place of discovery.” ob-
serves David Smith, Innkeeper a
Highland Lodge, a rambling old
lakeside Inn that his family has
owned since 1953, “It's not over
run with tourists, and so people
who come here find that they"
discovered an older way of Iife.”
Family-geared resort

Highland Lodge itself retains

the casy grace of a wellestab-
lished, family-geared resort. The
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Fair and Fun Weekend Sept. 22, 23, & 24 - 2 nights lodging;
2 full breakfasts; Friday and. Snmrday nuht dinner (Lobster on
the menu both nights); Saturday trip to
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acigus diaiag rooms overlooking a spectacular

Relax in the charm of Boothbay Harbor and the surrounding

courts or swim in one of our two

posls, orjust taks & waik and anjey the wonderful scsa views,
Our calendar of events and packages include:

t. 15, 16, & 17- 2 nights lodging;

nights...$:

r your

6,7, 8 & 9- 3 nights lodging; 3

Pub....$169.00

through ursday .$69.00 per

Package Rates are per person do
ofblaine his Tl F

and nightly entertainment " in The

mber & October Weekday Specials - a night’s lodging;
P breakfoat;and dvnr hen yta any P o b

‘or reservations c:

SPRUCE POINT NN
Boothbay Harbor, Maine

night

uble occupancy. Enjoy the best
all l»&ﬂ-ﬁﬁﬂ-ﬂmﬂ or(207)

several comman roams include an.
inviting library and a parlor with
ample sitting and game-playing
space, and a grand piano. Guest
raoms are comfortably furnished:
those in the cottages have their
own porches and living rooms.
Rates run 8125 to 8165 per cou-
ple. breakfast, dinner and the 15
percent service charge included.
“People who come here discov-
er that there's nothing to do, and
after a while they discover that
that's what they like.” says
Smith. After pqlmln( the way to
the tennis court and down 1o the
beach house and boats on Caspi-
an Lake, he usually hands guests
a trall guide to the nearby Barr
Hill Nature Preserve and explains
that the Inn's own 120 acres are
webbed with hiking paths. Guests
soon discover the need to walk off
the meals served ai Highland
hose dining room Is open

Local discoveries range from
rafisbury Common, a vasi vil-
lage common that's unusually
high and handsome, to the Bread
and Puppet Theater Museum in
Glover, an extensive display of the
haunting puppel dwarfs, giants,
devils and other fantastic figures
for which the troupe s Interna-
tionally known.

Gifts and ice cream

Sugarmill Farm is as pure an
expression of the Northeast King
dom as Its syrup. The red barn
own on Route 18, just south of
Barton Village, is now a combina-
tion maple musenm and ice cream
parlor with a Model-T Ford parked
in the corner and a covered bridge
behind. Brothers Michael and Nor-
man Augers will tell you that they
are fus! trying to preserve the fam:
ily farm. Proceeds from the ice
eream go to a local sehool, and the
Ford, which still runs, has been in
the family since 1926. Our visit ta
ihe gift store, stocked with local
maple syrup and crafted items,
ended in tHe kitchen of the at
tached house (it happened to be
lunch time), and we drove away
Continued on next page

A church symbolizes the tran-
quillity of northern Vermont.

THE ONLY RESORT
In MAINE As GRAND AS
THE OCEAN ITSELF.

Set on 230 mmantic oceanside acres,
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ultimate romantic Victorian
estate almost too unique 1o describe
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furnished with antiques, canopy beds,

FALL GETAWAY
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Fer Person, Per Night,
Double Occupancy
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days, 2 ni

breakfasts
one price mdudmgms and gratuities.
MID WEEK DISCOUNT
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BROCHURE

Package Includes
Room Accommadations
Each Night
ADinner for 2 and
Breakfast Each Morning
Tachage St o oo At
Excldes ooy ek

iy

OLD OR%HARD

SEA VIEW MOTEL. Directly on
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