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* * * Definitions * * * 1 

Sec. A.  16 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read: 2 

§ 11.  CLASSIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS 3 

(a)  As used in this title, unless the context otherwise clearly requires: 4 

* * * 5 

(36)  “Average class size” means the total number of students enrolled 6 

across all classes included in a grade band or content area, as applicable, 7 

divided by the total number of individual classes contained in a grade band or 8 

content area, as applicable, calculated separately for each school and each 9 

grade band or content area, as specified in subdivision 165(a)(9) of this title. 10 

(37)  “Class” means a group of students, taught by a single teacher or 11 

team of teachers, organized for instruction in specific subjects or grade levels, 12 

for a defined period during the regular school day.  Each course section shall 13 

be counted as a separate class.  A class with more than one teacher of record 14 

shall be counted as a single class. 15 

(38)  “Content area” means a grouping of courses aligned to a single 16 

educator endorsement area as defined by the Vermont Standards Board for 17 

Professional Educators.   18 

(39)  “Full-time equivalent class” means the proportion of instructional 19 

time relative to a full school year. 20 
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(40)  “School” means a public or independent educational institution 1 

with assigned staff, including teachers and administrators, that serves students 2 

within a dedicated building and that is identified by a unique state school 3 

identification number assigned by the National Center for Education Statistics.   4 

(41)  “School day” means the hours between the latest time at which a 5 

student may arrive at school and not be considered late and the time a student 6 

is dismissed from school, on a student attendance day. 7 

(42)  “Student” means a pupil enrolled in and assigned to a school as of 8 

October 1. 9 

(43)  “Teacher of record” means the educator primarily responsible for 10 

delivering instruction, assessing student learning, and assigning grades for a 11 

class, as designated in a school district’s student information system. 12 

* * * 13 

Sec. B.  DEFINITION RULEMAKING; STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 14 

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 15 

25 that establish definitions for the terms contained in 16 V.S.A. §§ 11(a)(36)-16 

(43).  The definitions adopted in rule pursuant to this section may differ from 17 

the definitions contained in 16 V.S.A. §§ (a)(36)-(43). 18 

Sec. C.  PROSPECTIVE REPEALS 19 

(a)  16 V.S.A. § 11(a)(36)-(43) are repealed on the July 1 following the 20 

effective date of rules adopted pursuant to Sec. B of this act. 21 
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(b)  16 V.S.A. § 823(e) shall be repealed on July 1, 2029, if the cost-factor 1 

foundation formula report required pursuant to 2025 Acts and Resolves No. 73, 2 

Sec. 45a contains evidence that it costs more to educate students in grades nine 3 

through 12 but the General Assembly has failed to enact legislation to add a 4 

secondary student weight.    5 

* * * Tuition * * * 6 

Sec. D.  16 V.S.A. § 828 is amended to read:  7 

§ 828.  TUITION TO APPROVED SCHOOLS; AGE; APPEAL 8 

* * * 9 

(e)  A school eligible to receive tuition pursuant to this section shall be 10 

prohibited from requiring tuition from a student attending the school, 11 

according to the provisions of this chapter, above the amount of tuition paid by 12 

a sending school district pursuant to section 823 of this chapter.   13 

Sec. E.  SCHOOL FEES; REPORT 14 

On or before January 1, 2027, the Agency of Education shall submit a 15 

written report to the House Committees on Education and on Ways and Means 16 

and the Senate Committees on Education and on Finance with the following: 17 

(1)  information regarding the fees charged by public schools for both 18 

tuitioned students and resident students; 19 
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(2)  information regarding fees charged by approved independent schools 1 

that are eligible to receive public tuition to students attending the school on 2 

public tuition; and 3 

(3)  recommendations for any guardrails necessary on a school’s ability 4 

to charge fees to a publicly funded student.    5 

Sec. F.  EFFECTIVE DATE 6 

Sec. C shall take effect on July 1, 2029, provided that the conditions under 7 

2025 Acts and Resolves No. 73, Sec. 70(f), as amended by this act, have been 8 

met.   9 


