Department of
Corrections

WIFi Installation Efforts




Background

e DOC facilities currently have limited cellular service and no WiFi, with the
exception of an education network for classroom spaces and access to services
through the tablets

e WiFi in facilities would benefit both staff and the incarcerated population:

Increased educational opportunities, ie. remote courses from living units

Increased vocational training opportunities

Increased language access

Modernizes the workplace

Reduce paperwork

m  Online equipment and staffing logbooks
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Installation Efforts Timeline

May 2022

Heat Mapping
Study

DOC worked with ADS to
source a vendor for a
heat mapping study of
all six correctional
facilities.

Cost: $106,698 (DOC
funds)

2023

WiFi Installation
Estimate
Received

Initial project cost was
$3,279,276 for install
and equipment costs.

Note: Cost likely higher
now due to inflation

2023-2025

External Funding
Advocacy

DOC met with Vermont
Community Broadband
Board and USAID to
explore external funding
options through BEAD
funding.

Spring 2024-2025

Continued
External Funding
Advocacy

House Corrections &
Institutions and Agency
of Digital Services sent
letters of support to
Community Broadband
Board.

2025-Present

Continued
External Funding
Advocacy

DOC reengaged VCBB in
January about new
federal guidance on use
of remaining BEAD
funds.
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Questions?

Department of Corrections | Page 4



Contact

Haley Sommer
Director of Communications & Legislative Affairs
(802) 793-9075 . haley.sommer@vermont.gov

Constituent Services
ahs.docconstituentmanagement@vermont.gov
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Appendix
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BEAD Funds Background

Through the $65-billion Infrastructure, Investment, and Jobs Act (I1JA), signed into law by
President Joe Biden in 2021, the federal government authorized broadband funding for
Vermont totaling more than $474 million. Managed by the Vermont Community Broadband
Board (VCBB), these dollars will support infrastructure deployment, mapping, planning and
community outreach, and broadband adoption statewide.

In November 2024, the federal government awarded Vermont an initial $5.3 million to
implement its Digital Equity Plan, which identifies eight federally designated “covered
populations” who will benefit from targeted broadband investment. The plan names
incarcerated individuals as one of the vulnerable groups in the covered populations.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservice.vermont.gov%2Fsites%2Fdps%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FBEAD%2520DE%2520presentation%2520to%2520board%25203-13-23_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548173532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FfcJTKeRVYD4UEuwf%2BNZcfDSE2gnZuNe57S5tFQK0%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservice.vermont.gov%2Fsites%2Fdps%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FBEAD%2520DE%2520presentation%2520to%2520board%25203-13-23_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548173532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FfcJTKeRVYD4UEuwf%2BNZcfDSE2gnZuNe57S5tFQK0%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvtdigger.org%2F2023%2F06%2F26%2Fvermont-to-receive-229-million-in-federal-funding-for-broadband%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548192247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AViokqgNH4i%2Bf%2FD%2B5%2BXfG4OBPPnr%2F4XPuj4wmdHxkAI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvtdigger.org%2F2024%2F11%2F21%2Fvermont-receives-5-3-million-in-federal-grants-to-expand-internet-access-in-the-state%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548205336%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zJf64%2FS6DhUKTRQMsZvP49FoKCjuXs4Gr73cQIYYucM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservice.vermont.gov%2Fsites%2Fdps%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FVermont-Digital-Equity-Plan_Final.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548218364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HM%2BOxDLzmAaQDdmy6X5%2B0XwSjm17Gry2F3iZRdhQayA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbroadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-06%2FDE-FAQs.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CHaley.Sommer%40vermont.gov%7C69576c7e5959498ccf0108dd2443be15%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C638706595548233252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NWpQh7BsbHZieRg9odLQYLDeOICsm4a8crCsPJdktAE%3D&reserved=0

